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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Today is Mandela Day and all the television screens in the
dining hall and the Houses have pertinent quotes from this
great statesman scrolling through. Most importantly, we are
called on the birthday of Nelson Mandela to complete 67
minutes of Service:

EN AVANT

19 July 2018

DSG Newsletter

I’m sad to say that with the onset of exams, our girls have prioritised this less than in previous years, but there
have been some good projects completed; the most important of which has been the “Secret Scarf Knit”.
Sometimes this project has spilt over into classes and assembly and I have come across the thickest needles and
wool that I’m ever likely to see in my lifetime, however it has been pleasing to note how wholeheartedly the girls
have embraced this venture. All-in-all, DSG girls have managed to donate 254 scarves which is a phenomenal
achievement!
I believe that all good schools create opportunities for the development of the ‘whole child’ and at DSG,
Community Engagement is an important aspect of ensuring that this is achieved. Our programme assists in
enabling girls to connect what they learn in the classroom with the real world, where they come to understand
the complexities that make ‘quick-fix’ solutions unsustainable. In coming to terms with these complexities, girls
develop their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities and they learn to take the lead, work collaboratively
and to organise.
Through engagement in the wider community, our girls expand their world view and are more likely to develop
into empathetic, compassionate adults. This year, our community engagement officer, Rev. Sue Paton, in
partnership with World Challenge, led a tour to Nepal where girls and boys learnt about a different culture
through full cultural immersion, were challenged physically in the form of a five-day hike and completed a
community project. In 2019, a similar opportunity will be available to our girls through a World Challenge tour
to Borneo. When considering proposals for overseas tours, my preference is by far towards a World Challenge
scenario where pupils have the opportunity to develop intellectually, physically and emotionally by being taken
out of their comfort zone.
I believe that it is Nelson Mandela’s philosophy and the magnanimity he displayed that we should emulate as a
DSG family in our endeavours to be transformed and inclusive.
His quote, “For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains,
but to live in a way that respects and enhances others”, is
exemplified in our Community agreement, which girls and
staff have adopted as a guideline for the manner in which we
choose to engage and interact with one another.
The spirit of community in Grahamstown was shown to be
immense last week when a fire, helped along by strong winds,
raced from Burntkraal commonage last Thursday morning,
through the old golf course and aerodrome, towards the
suburbs of Somerset Heights and Cradock Heights where many
private homes and Settlers Hospital buildings were under threat. The community rallied together admirably
to fight the blaze. Municipal fighting crews, workers from Rhodes University and independent schools, local
businesses and employees from game reserves in the district all bandied together to put out the fire. Thankfully,
there was no damage to property or injury to persons.
On behalf of us all, I thank the DSG maintenance team, our Estate Manager, Business Manager and academic
staff who assisted in controlling the blaze for over five hours – hard, thirsty work admirably accomplished.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
(I wish to acknowledge using some of the words of Sid Penney in my final paragraph)
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Academic

Junior Bekgeveg
Op 17 Julie het die Afrikaans Departement hul jaarlikse
Junior Bekgeveg kompetisie by die Cock House restaurant
gehou. Na ’n moeilike beoordelingsessie was op die
volgende meisies as wenners besluit: 1. Angela Volschenk,
2. Ané Strydom en 3. Erin Powers. Die wenners van die
seuns is: 1. Luke Taylor, 2. Ethan John en 3. Kevin Campbell.
Veelsgeluk aan elkeen van hulle en baie dankie vir alle ouers
en onderwysers vir die ondersteuning.

Beautiful Borneo
Rev Sue is planning to take a trip to Borneo next trip will assist girls with their President’s Award through
year in the August holidays with the World Challenge community service hours and a residential project.
organisation, which organised this year’s recent trip to
Nepal.
Pupil Information Session - Wednesday 19
September at 17.00 (JW1)
Borneo is an island in Southeast Asia, which is home Parent and Pupil Information Session - Tuesday 9
to one of the oldest rainforests in the world. During the October at 11.30 in Josie Wood 1 at DSG School.
trip Rev Sue is hoping to focus some community service
around assisting in the animal conservation projects for For more information click on this link:
the Bornean sunbears and endangered orangutans. The https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/

Trip to Borneo

August 2019, 8th to 23rd August

Pupil info session - Wed 19 Sept 17h00 (JW1)
Parent and Pupil info session - Tues 9 Oct at 11.30am in Josie Wood 1 at
DSG school. https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/
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2018 Albany Coastal Seafood Lunch
The 2018 Albany Coastal Seafood Lunch was held at The
Venue at Stanley’s this past Sunday.
A wonderful turnout of 170 DSG Old Girls, Old Andreans,
parents, family and friends enjoyed a magnificent seafood
banquet prepared by the committee and helpers.
The sun came out and it was a glorious day with delicious
food, good company, celebrating our schools together at
this beautiful venue.
Grateful thanks to all the committee who made this event
possible and work tirelessly to make it such a special day.

Bridget Rippon
Liz White, Bettine Hattingh (nee Butler), John and
Diana Lardner-Burke

Camilla Gush (nee Gilfillan) and Lynn Lake

Peter Sulter, Malcolm and Leigh-Anne Mackenzie

Alex McLeod, Paula Cotton, Alexis Bowker, Nicky Byers and Meyrick Bowker
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DSG Ante Matric Dance 2018
The Grade 11s were transported to ‘Moonlit Mexico’ at the Ante Matric Dance held last Saturday evening. The evening was
chilly but the Lilla Strong Hall, lit with lanterns, fairy lights and candlelight, felt cosy and festive.
The girls looking gorgeous in a pretty array of dress designs, and their handsome dates, were entertained by vocal
performances from the talented Stuart Christie and Rhianna Mwami while they snacked on platters of Mexican cuisine.
The boys and girls were full of smiles and laughter as they danced the night away and owe a big thank you to the Grade 10
dance committee for working so hard to create an evening that was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Ingrid Foster

Josie Hickey, Phoebe Elliott

Hannah Loggie, Laura Fowlds, Diana Dixie, Esetu
Nduku

Back row, Nina Oatway and Likho Chitha; front row,
Phoebe Elliott, Lilliana Lublinkhof, Erin Southey

Nomhle Mini, Sanelisiwe Mkhungo, Lisakhanya
Maqula, Anna Sprague

EN AVANT

19 July 2018

DSG Newsletter

DSG and St Andrew’s College pupils, from left to right, Lucy Schlebusch, Lauren Poole, Laaiba
Anjum, Euan Stokes, Julia Murray and Amanda Gambiza will be flying to Japan on Sunday, under the
supervision and guidance of Mr Clinton York. They are among schools from 23 countries that will be
attending the Water is Life 2018 conference which takes place in Tokyo, Japan from 24 to 28 July. The
team will present research and a paper entitled: The Effects of Natural, Bio-absorbent Substances on
Heavy Metal Removal.

Boarding

Boarding life during exams
As the campus falls under the hush of the winter examination
season, the boarding houses become places of intense
study and preparation. We believe that our boarding model
offers girls a safe and secure space in which to cultivate
positive study habits within a structured environment. We
encourage girls to do the following during the examination
period:

are a few of their comments; proof, perhaps, that every
situation has a silver lining and of the value of the boarding
experience:

•

“There isn’t the stress of homework and tests.”

•
•
•

be considerate of each other by maintaining the quiet
study periods in the houses
maintain a healthy body and mind through regular
exercise, attending all meals and getting enough sleep
make an individual study timetable in order to manage
their time
chat to their housemistress, deputy housemistress,
tutor or any other adult they trust if they are feeling
overwhelmed or need help managing stress.

Chatting to our matrics, they revealed that there are a few
things they actually enjoy about examination season. Here

“It’s nice as we have so much time to study.”
“The house is quiet and studying happens.”

“I enjoy the group study sessions.”
“We have more time to work.”
“I enjoy planning my own day.”

Nozuko Konjwa
Head of Boarding

EN AVANT

19 July 2018

DSG Newsletter

Culture

Stellenbosch International Chamber Music Festival
From the 6th – 15th of July 2018, Kayla van Staden and
Mr Kwazi Mkula attended the Stellenbosch International
Chamber Music Festival. Kayla and Mr Mkula were both
in the Festival concert orchestra. Mr Mkula played Double
bass while Kayla was the first clarinettist for three pieces
and second clarinettist for two pieces. On the second day of
the festival, Kayla’s clarinet key broke and yet she managed
to play the whole festival with a broken clarinet. This was
indeed a job well done and she really was amazing!
The orchestra was conducted by Xandi van Dijk. Xandi is a
world renowned conductor and violist. He has performed
with such orchestras as the Munich Chamber Orchestra,
Berlin Philharmonic, Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie
Bremen, etc. This was a huge privilege to have been
conducted by Xandi.

Kayla played Cinq pieces en trio by Ibert and received three
coaching masterclasses from world renowned musicians
such as Ferdinand Steiner (Clarinet, Salzburg), Andrew
Brady (Bassoon, USA) and David Cohen (Cello, Belgium).
Mr Mkula on the other hand was very busy dancing
between two instruments through the festival double bass
for orchestra and cello for the chamber music. He received
coaching with Nina Schumann (Piano, SA), Jaun-Miguel
Harnandez (Viola, USA) and Nicolas Dautricourt (Violin,
France). He also received three private master classes with
David Cohen (Cello, Belgium), Alexander Buzlov (Cello,
Russia) and Uxia Martinez (Double Bass, Spain).
This years’ experience was described as “mind blowing” by
both Kayla and Mr Mkula.

Kwazi Mkula during an orchestra performance.
Kayla van Staden during an orchestra performance

Kayla during coaching for the Ibert trio

Kwazi performing the Schubert’s Trout quintet
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Community Engagement

DSG at Rotary
“The children now love luxury; they
have bad manners, contempt for
authority; they show disrespect for
elders and love chatter in place of
exercise. Children are now tyrants, not
the servants of their households. They
no longer rise when elders enter the
room. They contradict their parents,
chatter before company, gobble up
dainties at the table, cross their legs,
and tyrannize their teachers.” So said
Socrates, an ancient Greek philosopher
who died in 399 BC. How much have
teenagers changed since those times?

DSG Deputy Head, Dionne Redfern,
was the keynote speaker at the
Grahamstown
Rotary
meeting
this week, talking about ‘Teaching
the Modern Teenager’. Whilst we
acknowledge there will always be
challenges for teenagers and their
parents, even in the 21st century,
Dionne’s practical advice is: ‘Keep it
real. Don’t tell them you care. Show
them. We teach that actions have
consequences; we teach the value of
hard work; we teach faith… and we
care. A lot.”

Manicures at Somerset Place
On Saturday, Oyama Mzayidume and
a team of DSG girls ran a pampering
session for the members of Frail Care at
Somerset Place. Emily Morgan played
the piano and the other enthusiastic
girls, wearing masks and festive kit,
gently rubbed the hands of the elderly.
Some members even requested some
nail filing and polish for the occasion. It
was delightful to walk into the building
to the sound of classical music and so
many cheerful girls ready and willing
to care for the elderly.

The girls also presented each of the
residents with a goodie bag and
delicious biscuits provided by the DSG
Catering Manager, Ivor Miskin.

Mbali Malusi

Leah Micklewright

The visit was greatly appreciated by
the Frail Care residents and staff.

Susan Paton
Community Engagement/ Assistant
Chaplain
Mbali Malusi, Oyama Mzayidume
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Mandela Day and the Secret Scarf Mission
For Mandela Day, the girls volunteered to help with the
distribution of our many scarves. The DSG girls knitted,
collected and contributed close to 300 scarves, which
was a sterling effort. A number of our best scarves were
given as gifts of appreciation to our service and cleaning
staff. The majority of scarves were delivered to the Rhodes
Business School for the community ‘Secret Scarf Mission’.
The scarves kept coming in and as a result we were able to
donate them to our community partner the ‘Home of Joy’
for all the children that Margaret Ngcangca supports.
So on Mandela Day, Izzy de Beer, Jenna Peoples and Kelby
Barker assisted with the handover of scarves to the ‘Home of
Joy” who were enjoying a party at Hobbiton-on-Fairewood.
A little later in the afternoon, Emma Sutherland, Victoria
Barnes, Amy-Beth Kroon, Cate Stretton and Erin Lowe
assisted the Business School to adorn the fences and trees in
a busy part of Joza in Grahamstown to create an opportunity
to celebrate the great legacy of Madiba through the gifting
of scarves to the community. The excitement of the
residents was touching and although we distributed over
400 scarves we could have given away a whole lot more.
While we were distributing scarves, the President’s Award
youth committee came out to join us and the support was
most appreciated.
Although DSG does not focus on a charity model of
community engagement, what I loved about the project
is the way it involved all the DSG girls who gave up their
time, gained new skills and were able to do something
in recognition of Nelson Mandela’s legacy. The project
itself was very creative and the distribution of the scarves
was well-timed to be a celebration of this important day
when we recognise the importance of giving back to our
communities.

Amy-Beth Kroon,
Sutherland

Victoria

Barnes,

Emma

Erin Lowe, Cate Stretton

Rev Sue Paton

Glamorous Recipients

Erin Lowe, Cate Stretton, Emma Sutherland,
Victoria Barnes, Amy-Beth Kroon
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Grahamstown Fire

The DSG Estate and Maintenance team was out in full force on the afternoon of Thursday, 12 July 2018 to assist in the
fighting of the veld and bush fires that were threatening Grahamstown.
In the face of adversity, the Grahamstown community pulled together, with the DSG and St Andrew’s schools playing an
important part in preventing a potential disaster for the area. DSG staff were instrumental in stopping the flames just short
of the boundary wall behind the Villa d’Este complex in Somerset Heights, according to Grocott’s Mail.
At school, staff were quick to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all the girls in school and boarding. Several staff had to
rush home to ensure their properties, animals and belongings were safe from the encroaching fire. Thanks to the efforts
of all the fire-fighters, no harm or loss was reported.
On a lighter note, the incident did generate some amusing conversations about what people were packing in an emergency
situation.

The Week at a Glance
Friday 20 July
13h00 - Flight booking deadline for End of Term
15h00 - Interhouse hockey and netball
17h00 - U14B Hockey vs Oakhill (H)

Saturday 21 July
08h00 - Hockey (1st,2nd,16A) & Netball (1st,16A) vs
Herschel
Thursday 26 July
09h00 to 13h00 - SA Maths Olympiad Round 3

Important Dates
Matric Revision Camp: 2 – 4 September. Please confirm with Faye (f.hardisty@dsgschool.com) if your daughter will be
attending
Fish River Journey confirmed by Pete Andrew at 15 November – 5 December
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Sport
Dear Parents
The Soccer World Cup has finished, as has Wimbledon and
the Tour de France is midway through its travels round the
French countryside, while the British Open Golf is about to
start. Three of these events were/are male only events, and
for a lot of people they dominate TV screens while they are
on and monopolise a large part of social conversations. The
point I am making, is that we are often starved of quality
female sport on TV, or are somehow oblivious to it when
it does take place, quite happily flipping over to watch
something more ‘main stream’ when we do stumble upon
it.
On this note, I would like to highlight that the Women’s
Hockey World Cup is about to hit our screens (for those
with access to Super Sport 8). It starts this weekend and is
being played in London from 21 July to 5 August. Wouldn’t it
be great if everyone (with access) watched a game or two?
I’m sure they’d be impressed to see how viewer friendly
international hockey has become and may even enjoy it.
All the latest technology like Hawkeye and super slo-mo
cameras are being used to give the viewer an unprecedented
experience, and we also have a South African team playing
in this World Cup! With a women’s sport event receiving
this kind of coverage, it creates an opportunity for our girls
to have female role models to look up to. On one hand, it
will be great to see young South African talent Ongi Mali,
running out for South Africa over the coming weeks. Ongi
only matriculated from Pearson High School last year, and
just last June was playing against our DSG 1st team in a
derby day match here in Grahamstown, where she scored
the only goal of the match as they beat us 1-0. And on the
other end of the scale, there are players like Alex Danson,
who is playing for and captaining England. This will be
Alex’s 5th World Cup (her 1st was in 2002) and she is a

Ist XI

legend of the game (she also has a Gold medal from the
Rio 2016 Olympic games). With over 300 test caps and 100
international goals to her name, she is a household name
inside her sport, and it is players like this I would love our
girls to take note of, and look to for inspiration. For those
who are interested in more details, the website is http://
www.fih.ch/events/world-cup/world-cup-2018/hockeyworld-cup-london-2018-w/ and the 1st match, South Africa
vs Germany, takes place live on Supersport 8 on Saturday
at 13h00.
And in case you are wondering, the Women’s Water Polo
World Cup takes place from 4-9 September 2018, the
Women’s Basketball World Cup from 22-30 September
2018, and the Netball World Cup is on from 12-21 July 2019.
Onto the past week’s events, where we played Woodridge
College on Saturday. The day was a cold and wintery affair,
but thankfully the rain held off for long enough to get all the
netball fixtures played, with only the last couple of hockey
matches battling through the elements.
On the results front DSG dominated the fixtures, and in the
hockey DSG won six of the eight matches, with one match
drawn, and only one loss. The stand out results were the
U16C’s who won 6-0 and the 3rd team who won 10-0.
Our congratulations also go to Julia Basson who scored a
hat trick for the 3rd team. It was the 1st team game where
DSG stumbled, and despite us dominating the game for
long periods, a well-taken penalty corner from Woodridge
ended up being the difference between the two sides, as
we went down 1-0.
In the netball fixture, DSG also came out on top overall,
winning all - bar one, of the seven matches played. The
exception was the 1st team match which was drawn. The

Nicky Ralston
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stand out performances came from the U16A and U16B
teams who won 22-9 and 23-3 respectively. The 1st team
match provided plenty of excitement, with DSG going out to
an early lead. However Woodridge fought back and although
at one stage we were ahead by 4 goals, they pegged us back
and the game ended 16-16 on the final whistle.
DSG host Herschel from Cape Town this coming weekend
before going away to Kingsridge Girls in King Williams Town
on 28 July and hosting Queenstown Girls High School on 4
August, to finish off our winter programme.
We welcomed back the EP U16 hockey players who
returned to school on the weekend, and congratulate Torva
Sharwood, Enya Kemp and Nikki du Toit who were part of
the EP U16A team which won the silver medal at the Inter
Provincial tournament. We also congratulate the DSG girls
who represented the EP U16B side, which was the top
ranked B team in the country with their 9th placed finish
at IPT. These players were Annie Jones (captain), Sabine
Renaud, Chiara Williams-Wynn and Olivia Davidson.

African U16 Hockey Squad an exceptional achievement.
On the horse riding front
the BEC Winter Show was
held in East London this
past weekend and Georgie
Gerber won the 1.0m Junior
Championship class, while
Kei Repapis finished 1st in Torva Sharwood
the 1.10m A2 Speed. Bella
Houghton rode in the Eventing show at Woodridge College
on Saturday and placed 2nd in the 70cm event.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

A special mention of Torva Sharwood, who at the end of
the U16 provincial hockey week was selected for the South

Bella Houghton
2nd 70cm

Vile Diko

Georgie Gerber 1st 1m Championship
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