DSG
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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
On Tuesday we celebrated the Centenary of Merriman House, named to honour DSG’s founder, Bishop
Merriman.
Below are extracts of the speech made by Head Girl and Head of Merriman, Kathryn Basson:
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“We are here to celebrate our Grand Old Lady, Merriman House’s 100th birthday. Just a side note, Merriman
was originally named Strong, in honour of Lila Strong and was later renamed in honour of Bishop Merriman
who founded DSG. And so our theme for today is “100 years strong”.
We have continued to use this “Strong” in our Merriman lives. It is important to note that when using “Strong”,
we refer to the historical name Strong as well as our strength as a house.
This strength is the strong bonds we share with other houses and our school.
The strong bonds we have for our carers both past and present.
The strong friendships shared throughout the grades.
The strong girls that enter Merriman in grade 8 and the strong young women that leave Merriman in matric.
Merriman you are our home, we celebrate you, Happy 100th birthday. “
The celebration was a reminder to all of us of our rich heritage and beautiful traditions. These are what
provide our girls, past and present, with a sense of belonging, pride and connectedness. In our ongoing
journey to ensure that DSG is a place where all feel that sense of belonging, it is important that we celebrate
what has come before and preserve the timeless values and faith that it has engendered.
DSG used the occasion to honour three sisters from the Fowlds family who are all DSG Old Girls: Mrs Colleen
Rippon (1953-1960), Mrs Mary Stephens (1947-1955) and Mrs Sylvia Birrell (1943-1950). Colleen served on
the DSG Council in the 1980’s; Mary is an artist who has used her talent to raise funds through the donation
of countless pieces of artwork, and Sylvia Birrell taught at DSG for 22 years and finished as Deputy Head of
the senior school. She also served as President of the Guild for a time. All three sisters are intimately woven
into the fabric of DSG. They have served tirelessly and their loyalty and commitment to their school has never
wavered. Together with their brother, Mr Bill Fowlds, they have sent 48 of their children and grandchildren to
DSG and St Andrew’s College. As I said to the Merriman girls, they need look no further than these three ‘big
sisters’ for role models.
Central to our heritage is our Anglican tradition. We were founded by Bishop Merriman and I quote from our
Trust Deed:
“That whereas in or about the year 1874, a School for Girls was established in Grahamstown, then named
and since known as “The Diocesan School for Girls”, the object of which was to supply a liberal education with
religious instruction in accordance with the principles of the Church of England (now the Anglican Church of
Southern Africa).”
It is our Anglican faith that is the rock upon which DSG is built and it has sustained us for 144 years and
continues to do so. I think that our founders and generations of Old Girls would have been very proud
on Sunday to witness the induction of three new Sacristans: Quayiya Dywili; Hannah Loggie and Gemma
Warrener. These girls made a commitment to nurture a spirit of love, honesty, fairness and loyalty within the
DSG community and to be servants of the Chapel. I congratulate them and I thank them for their willingness to
serve DSG in this manner.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Grade 9 News Day
“Do we have another interview to balance that one?”
“Oh no! That sound goes funny on that footage! We’ll need
to re-film.”
“Excellent - we got such an interesting angle on that story!”
“Are we going to make the deadline?”
These were some of the dramatic conversations happening
in the DSG computer lab which was transformed into a
newsroom on 20 June. Ten Grade 9 pupils became news
reporters tasked with finding the stories of the day and
filming, editing and broadcasting investigative pieces for
the 6pm ‘DSG News’. The stories included: ‘Is boarding
school good for mental health?’, ‘How does slang affect
pupils socially’, and ‘Is the “men are trash” hashtag useful?’

The stories were put together in a news broadcast anchored
by Yoliswa and Jemma, filmed in front of a green screen. A
lot of inadvertent learning took place throughout the day
with the girls needing to evaluate their sources, balance
their portrayal of a question, select the most important
information, use editing software and get it all done before
broadcast time!
You can see the news broadcast on the DSG Youtube
channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vraRbQPztrc&t=331s

Jayne Euvrard
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My Father’s Coat – Five men and the Great
Story of South Africa

From left to right, Megan Barrow, John Marshall, Michael Charton, Amy Thompson, Bradley Barrow and
Megan Freeman.
DSG and St Andrew’s College pupils were privileged to
attend performances of Michael Charton’s spellbinding
one-man narrative ‘My Father’s Coat’ in Centenary Hall on
Monday 18 June 2018.
MY FATHER’S COAT is the realisation of Michael Charton’s
decade-long ambition to make the incredible story that is
South African history, more accessible to our people. To
open the hearts of South Africans to our past, so that we
may use our remarkable story no longer as a tool to inspire
hatred and fear and division, but rather as a source of unity

and healing.
But importantly, this is no history lecture. Instead, this is just
a story. A human story, told by climbing into the boots of five
prominent and directly interlinked protagonists spanning
200 turbulent years: Mzilikazi, Kruger, Rhodes, Smuts
and Mandela. With the introduction of each subsequent
character, new insights are carefully leaked into the
narrative, undermining previous biases and providing a new
depth of understanding, until a layered and more balance
view of our complex past is gradually revealed.

PA to Deputies and School Editor
The wind-swept hair aside, I can be quite sensible at times.
Like some of the pupils of DSG, I hail from Kenya where
I worked for many years at the Braeburn Group of
International Schools as their PR Manager. I have been
back in South Africa for a couple of years now and am
very excited to get my feet back under a desk and to be
working with the amazingly friendly and professional staff
of DSG. I am delighted to join this prestigious school and
look forward to a long and happy relationship with the staff
and families of DSG.

Faye Hardisty
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Boarding

Merriman Celebrates its 100th Birthday in Style

Merriman House celebrated its 100th birthday on Tuesday 10th July 2018.
Merriman honoured the three Fowlds sisters, Colleen Rippon, Mary Fowlds and
Sylvia Birrell for their continued support and dedication to both Merriman and
DSG for the past 75 years. It was very fitting that the younger members of the
Fowlds family, namely Hannah Loggie, Morgan Cloete, Amy Fowlds and Laura
Fowlds lead the celebration. Kathryn Basson, Head of Merriman House and
Headgirl gave a humorous and poignant speech on what Merriman has meant
to so many young women over the past years.
Shelley Frayne paid tribute to the three sisters and thanked them for their
contributions made to DSG in a variety of ways over the years. Mrs Frayne
reminded the girls that while monetary contributions were important, so too
were contributions of support and loyalty to the DSG. The birthday bash was
made even more special by the attendance of ex-Headmaster, David Wynne and
his wife Brenda as well as past House Mistress of Merriman and Deputy Head,
Mrs Hummel. Both taught for many years with Mrs Sylvia Birrell.

Rev Sue Paton

Kathryn Basson

David Wynne, Alison Wienekus, Louise Todd and
Sue Hummell

Amy Dixie, Hannah Rippon, Sabrina Long, Ashley
Rosslee, Kelly Long
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Culture

12th National Grahamstown Music Competition
The 12th National Grahamstown Music Competition
2018, hosted by the Department of Music and Musicology
Rhodes University from 21-23 June 2018, was an inspiring
three days of exciting music-making. Taking place annually
the weekend before the National Arts Festival kicks off, the
NGM competition inevitably leaves audience members,
teachers and young performers with the happy impression
that SA youngsters have musical talent beyond measure.
This year’s competition was no exception, with our young
performers once again displaying astonishing musical
prowess on the Beethoven Room’s stage.
Adjudicators Mr Lwazi Mkula (VP teacher) and Dr Tessa
Rhoodie (UP senior lecturer) had the difficult task of
selecting three prizewinners in each category as well as
4 individual prizewinners. Most notable this year were
the strong performances of 11 local contestants, three of
whom (Eva Vassiliou KC, Emily Morgan DSG, Sivinathi Sikina
VG) made the cut to the semi-finals. Emily Morgan went
on to win first prize in the Senior category while Ms Sikina
placed 2nd. The two young ladies shared the prize for the
best Grahamstown entrant.

Prof. Catherine Foxcroft

Music Honours Citation
Emily Morgan

participated in the Music Tour to Johannesburg in 2017.

Emily has made an extraordinary contribution to the musical
life of DSG since her arrival here in 2017. After undergoing a
rigorous selection procedure and audition, she was the first
girl ever to be awarded a Music Scholarship to DSG. Emily
is an outstanding pianist and she has performed regularly
for Senior Open Concerts, DSG/SAC Youth Music Festivals,
House Music Competitions and assemblies and even at the
recent K-Day Concert. Emily has also presented two solo
Lunchtime Recitals in the Music School Auditorium. She
is presently preparing for the significant milestone of an
ABRSM Grade 8 in Piano in her grade 11 year, when most
musicians only achieve this level after leaving school.

Since arriving at DSG Emily has received prestigious
recognition of her awe-inspiring technique and towering
musicality. At the East London Eisteddfod in 2017 she was
awarded one of the very few Special Mention Certificates
and in 2018 she received the Laura Palmer Medal for
Most Promising Pianist. Two weeks ago, against very stiff
competition, she was declared the Winner of the Senior
Category of the National Grahamstown Music Competition.
This is as close to being a junior springbok as a pianist can
get!

Emily is also a very capable clarinettist who has progressed
to a Grade 6 level on this her second instrument. She is
an absolute stalwart of the Wind Orchestra and has also
performed clarinet solos in Open Concerts. She attended
the Franschoek Chamber Music Festival in 2018 and

All in all, Emily Morgan is a remarkable young musician with
a bright future in front of her and she richly deserves her
award of MUSIC HONOURS.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

EN AVANT

12 July 2018

DSG Newsletter

Senior Open Concert

Megan Searle

Jazz Ensemble

The 8th Open Concert in the series and the final one for this term was an interesting affair. Five of the eight soloists were
youngsters in grade 8: Ethan John (Flute), Megan Searle (Piano), John Marshall (Voice), Zach Micklewright (Flute) and Ben
Terry (Cello). They all acquitted themselves with aplomb and this bodes very well for the future of the Music School. Other
performers included two pianists and a singer.
The final performance was by the Jazz Ensemble which performed a suite of three compositions by their bandmaster,
Mr Rick Van Heerden. The titles were Term Two, A Quiet Weekend and Busy! These compositions and their performance
reflect the sophisticated, original, exciting and un-American experience our jazz players are being afforded. The small but
appreciative audience was well rewarded for their conscientious attendance.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

The National Arts Festival
The National Arts Festival may be over forty years old, but it is still being thoroughly enjoyed by the youth of today (of all
ages), particularly our pupils from DSG and St Andrew’s College. The Village Green was a popular social destination and I
have no doubt much retail therapy was enjoyed by all.
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Community Engagement

Secret Scarf Mission
The DSG girls have been madly knitting for the Secret Scarf Mission, which is a community initiative run by Nicole Craig at
the Rhodes Business School. The Interact club has received an overwhelming number of scarves and with the help of Jules
Basson, Jules Murray and Angela Volschenk we counted up the scarves and came to the grand total of 254 scarves. This
number is far beyond anything we could have imagined.
On Wednesday next week, Mandela Day, Jules Basson will lead a group of girls to adorn their scarves over trees and fences
at the Assumption Development and Care Centre much like an art installation in celebration of Madiba’s Birthday. This
artistic project has held wide appeal for our girls who enjoy being creatively engaged.
The girls decided that with so many scarves that they would choose some scarves to give to the service staff at DSG as gifts
of appreciation in recognition of the time and effort they put into the girls lives.

Sue Paton
Community Engagement/Assistant Chaplain
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Mandela Day 2018
The Interact club have
been working together
to create a video
which celebrates the
important legacy that
Nelson Mandela has left
for future generations.
Alyssa Ross produced a
video to mark Mandela
Day, which will be
celebrated next week
on 18 July; the day that
would have been his
100th birthday.

In the words of the girls:
‘Mandela Day gives us the chance to remember the legacy
that Nelson Mandela left behind.’
‘Nelson Mandela taught me that we should care about one
another no matter what background we come from.’
‘Nelson Mandela taught me the power of love and with
this, an understanding of others.’
‘Nelson Mandela’s legacy and ideology still live on and
even though he is not around us, we as DSG girls, feel his
influence every day.’
In the words of Nelson Mandela:
‘Education is the most powerful weapon that we can use to
change the world.’
Please follow the link to view the girls’ short video:
https://youtu.be/bwa-QbxyyWU

Beautiful Borneo
Rev Sue is planning to take a trip to Borneo next trip will assist girls with their President’s Award through
year in the August holidays with the World Challenge community service hours and a residential project.
organisation, which organised this year’s recent trip to
Nepal.
Pupil Information Session - Wednesday 19
September at 17.00 (JW1)
Borneo is an island in Southeast Asia, which is home Parent and Pupil Information Session - Tuesday 9
to one of the oldest rainforests in the world. During the October at 11.30 in Josie Wood 1 at DSG School.
trip Rev Sue is hoping to focus some community service
around assisting in the animal conservation projects for For more information click on this link:
the Bornean sunbears and endangered orangutans. The https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/

Trip to Borneo

August 2019, 8th to 23rd August

Pupil info session - Wed 19 Sept 17h00 (JW1)
Parent and Pupil info session - Tues 9 Oct at 11.30am in Josie Wood 1 at
DSG school. https://weareworldchallenge.com/international/dsg/
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Sport
Dear Parents
As the Festival leaves town, the posters are being removed
from the lamp posts and our hall reverts back to its original
form. As we resume our regular rhythm at school, so too
does our sports programme. We are once again heading
into a stressful time for the girls with exams looming and
whilst some will look to use these exams as an excuse to
avoid their sports commitments during this time, the
school’s response as always, is that their sport and cultural
commitments should continue as normal.
We are very aware of how important these exams are to the
girls, however we encourage them to take a balanced view
and approach to life and by managing their time effectively,
they will be able to continue with all their commitments. As
we have mentioned previously, exercise is proven to help
the brain’s ability to retain information, so if anything we
ask you to please join us in encouraging your child to keep
exercising during the exam period and meeting their sports
commitments.
There are also derby days to look forward to over the
next four weekends. Woodridge College is coming in to us

this weekend, followed by a visit from Herschel who are
travelling in from Cape Town. We then have a trip away
to King Williams Town to play Kingsridge, finishing with
Queenstown Girls High School in Grahamstown on the last
weekend of the term. As you can see, the sports programme
does continue unabated; but with only one away trip and
the fixtures being smaller than those before the half term
break, rest assured we have planned the fixture list with
this exam period in mind.
While most enjoyed a well-deserved break over half term,
a number of our girls were in action around the country
at various events from horse-riding (see separate report),
to swimming, hockey and squash. Some reports on their
efforts and successes follow below.
Shaelyn Walker spent her half term training in Gauteng with
the SA Open Water Swim Team. After the training camp,
Shaelyn was included in the South African Junior and Youth
Open Water Swimming Squad, and consequently she will
be travelling to Slovenia to compete in the Grand Bled
5km Challenge later this month. We wish her well on her
upcoming adventure in Europe.

DSG girls in the EP U14A hockey side, from left to right, Cally Still (captain), Zaza Swift, Ciara Frances,
Caris Walsh, Josie Apps, Morgan Du Plessis.
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Jenny Du Toit successfully captained the Eastern Province
U18A hockey team, resulting in the team achieving 2nd
place in the country and winning silver at the national
tournament. The EP U14A hockey side also won a silver
medal at the national tournament, with six DSG girls on
this team - Cally Still (captain), Josie Apps, Morgan Du
Plessis, Ciara Frances, Zaza Swift and Caris Walsh. Jamie
Campbell was in the EP U14B team which placed 5th at the
tournament out of the 15 competing teams. In addition
to the girls playing provincial hockey during half term, we
currently have pupils playing EP U16 hockey away on tour,
returning to school this weekend.

Four DSG girls and two staff travelled to Knysna last weekend
to take part in the Knysna Forest half-marathon. Kendal
Rose ran the race in a very impressive 1.34.00 finishing 6th
in the women’s race, and 97th overall out of 5269 runners.

We also congratulate Erin Powers for her performances for
the EP U14 squash team, which finished 4th at the national
tournament. Erin is ranked 7th in the country in her age
group and has been selected in the SA Schools U14 Squash
Team.
The EP U16A squash team which included Ivana Stevens
and Olivia Price placed 9th in the A section while the U16B
team with Chelsea Cordner finished 6th in the B section

Warm regards

Shaelyn Walker

Jenny Du Toit

Kendal Rose

Erin Powers, front row, left.

Looking ahead to this weekend, the details of the Woodridge
fixture have been loaded onto the sports portal. 1st team
netball is playing at 10h30 and 1st hockey at 12h30. We
also have a number of girls representing Albany tennis this
weekend - they are taking on Western Province at age groups
ranging from U10 through to U18. These matches will be
played on Friday and Saturday afternoon at Kingswood.

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Horse Riding
A number of our girls had a very busy half term riding in the
First for Horses Cape Classic Show. This was a four day show,
with the girls and their horses facing some stiff competition.
They did us proud by placing in most of the classes.
Sienna Evans competed in the 80cm and 90 cm jumping
rounds and garnered places in six classes, coming 1st in
80cm Junior Equitation, 2nd in 80cm Jumping A2 and 3rd in
80cm Jumping Welcome Stakes.
Emily Roodt placed 3rd in 1m A2 Speed and 4th in both 1m
2 Phase and the 1m Championship.
Beth Rennie claimed places in three events, including a 3rd
in the 80cm competition in 2 phase.

L-R Beth Rennie (DSG), Melissa Amos (Victoria
Girls) and Emily Roodt (DSG)

Anna Bradfield achieved a 4th championship placement.
Georgie Gerber took the 3rd position in the 1m Welcome
Stakes, the 1m competition in 2 phase and in the 1m
Championship.
Cate Gerber won 2nd place in the 1.10m 2 phase and the
1.10m Championship.
Kei Repapis successfully gained the 1st prize in the 1.10m
Championship.
Outstanding results from all the DSG girls and their fourlegged friends.

Sienna Evans

The Week at a Glance
Friday 13 July
Horse Riding Eventing Qualifier 4 at Woodridge to 14/7
Grade 12 Music End of Term Prac Exam
18h30 - Speakers Society
Saturday 14 July
Horse Riding WMG Qualifier 6
Interact Club to do Manicures at Somerset Place
06h00 - Hockey and Netball vs Woodridge (H)
19h00 - DSG Ante-Matric Dance
Sunday 15 July
Horse Riding WMG Qualifier 1A

Monday 16 July
Grade 12 Examinations begin
Tuesday 17 July
Mandela Day Assembly presentation
13h45 - Netball vs Sweetvalley (H)
17h00 - Hockey vs Sweetvalley (H)
Wednesday 18 July
Mandela Day
RAP Day
Thursday 19 July
Grade 10 & 11 examinations begin
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