DSG
Newsletter Term 2 # 20 | 8 June 2018

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The past week has been a good one for us: our Chaplain, Rev. Rachel Ssekimpi, was installed on Sunday by Bishop Ebenezer
Ntlali in a very beautiful and moving service; our senior debating team was invited to the provincial debates as a result of
their high ranking in the regional competition; our joint DSG-SAC Chamber Choir was selected, as one of twelve schools, to
go through to the final round of the national KykNET Sing in Harmonie Kompetisie; we had a very successful and full fixture
against Collegiate on Saturday; and, tonight, our Inaugural One-Act Play Festival was a resounding success, showcasing
contemporary issues with maturity and thought as well remarkable individual talent. All these recent events illustrate the
diversity of talent that exists within our pupil body.
DSG is a busy place and the girls are revelling in all the activity and the boundless opportunities on offer. Winter has set
in, and with it the first bout of ‘flu has hit us. The san has been overrun with sick girls and it seems that this strain of ‘flu is
particularly virulent. Our Wellness Team is using this winter season to conduct a study of how many girls have contracted
‘flu this winter and how many of those opted to have the ‘flu vaccination. We will report back on the results, which
should be interesting. Grahamstown has a university, a number of national or international boarding schools and a winter
National Arts Festival; this makes us particularly vulnerable to the various ‘flu strains.
Heads and senior management teams across schools, countries and continents have always bemoaned what, over time,
has been termed ‘carpark chatter’. While this has moved away from the physical space of the carpark and now occupies
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the metaphorical hallways of WhatsApp and other social media platforms, the damage associated with it remains. Much
like ‘Fake News’, much of this chatter is fabricated at worst and misinformation at best. At school level, the information
gathered is mostly what has been seen through the lenses of young people who are seldom privy to all the facts or the
issue in its entirety.
We have been made aware of one or two issues circulating at present where the feedback to us has been astonishing in its
level of distortion. Wherever possible, DSG tries to keep parents apprised of major events and issues, disciplinary or other,
with which we deal. It goes without saying however, that in each incident the rights and privacy of the child or minor must
be protected as a priority. As such, there will be occasions when the issue is too sensitive and confidential to comment on
in the public domain. Should the retelling of such a matter escalate into something where the safety or well-being of other
girls is being questioned, we would appreciate a heads-up so that we can respond appropriately.
As a school, we have been intentional and deliberate in our creation of a pastoral net and Wellness Policy that rivals the
best out there. Every girl is assigned a tutor whom she sees on weekdays except Wednesday; each House is staffed by
a Housemistress, Deputy Housemistress, Housemother and three student assistants; our Chaplain is always on hand to
counsel, particularly in relationship stress, grief and loss, as well as spiritual matters; the san accommodates two live-in
san sisters and a school doctor who consults from there every morning; and DSG has a full time Educational Psychologist
(Jane Jarvis) and Clinical Psychologist (Mandy Thacker).
We have recently purchased the Swedish-based App, SpeakUp, on which girls can report
bullying, discrimination, any mental health concerns and pretty much any other information
they like. They can either do this anonymously or choose to divulge their names. If they choose
to remain anonymous, the DSG administrators cannot have access to their identity except
by making legal representation through the SA representative of SpeakUp to the owners in
Sweden. This would only be successful if lives were thought to be at risk. This App is used
extensively in schools in the UK, Australia and has now also opened to the USA.
Teenagers are naturally sceptical and distrusting (again the rumour treadmill is unhelpful
here), but the App has been in use for a couple of weeks and reporting is beginning to trickle
in daily. I request that parents trust our judgment and experience in terms of recognizing most
reports for their context and responding accordingly. Our psychologists are registered with the
HPCSA and bound by their confidentiality clauses. They are professionals and would absolutely
not divulge any confidential information to me or any other staff member without the child’s
permission.
My plea to all parents and others who have concerns is to use the large support network at
DSG available to them or, if the circumstances warrant it, to book an appointment to see me.
Open communication is best for the girls for whom our care is mutual and safeguards all role-players by providing the
opportunity of response.
Sadly, I must report that we recently had to deal with two issues of hate speech on our campus. While we are an educational
institution dealing with minors, whom we acknowledge are still learning and developing, we have drawn the line at
intolerance that amounts to hate speech. As such, the two girls concerned were suspended from school and boarding for
a week and have been placed on a final warning.
In closing, we are approaching one of the more exciting ‘weeks’ on our calendar. K-Day has evolved into a week of festivities
and Grahamstown bulges at the seams with parents, 10-year reunionists and other loyal supporters flocking in. We look
forward to hosting you all and we trust that this will be an enjoyable time for everyone. I would like to make a plea to all
parents over this time: each Housemistress manages approximately seventy girls. She and her team are responsible for
their safety and well-being and it is incumbent upon them to know where your daughters are at all times. This becomes
difficult when there are numerous last-minute requests and changes to exeats and so I implore you to plan ahead to avoid
anxiety and confusion.
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Debating

The senior team has made it through to the Provincial
tournament in Gonubie in July this year. The girls are 3rd
on the League log, with one more round to go and have
worked so well together over the year so far. We wish them
everything of the best as they prepare for the Provincials
and thank them for their hard work and dedication!
Oyama Mzayidume Gr 10
Cleo Nthuthu Gr 12
Jemima Baum Gr 10
Libo Ngwenya Gr 10
Thank you to Unathi Mdolomba and Hlume Kondile for
being the adjudicators in the league.

Matric Exam Preparation Camp 2018 2-4 September
In order for holidays to be planned and flights to be booked, a reminder from last term of the following dates for this year’s
Matric Revision Camp. The camp will start at 8:00 on Sunday 2nd September, so girls will need to be back the night before
if they don’t live close by.

Important dates
Grade 9 Parent and Pupil Subject Choice Information Talk: 14 June 16:00 - 17:00
Venue: Lilla Strong Hall at DSG
The selection of one’s subjects in grade 9 is becoming increasingly important, particularly with our girls being given the
option (as of the end of this year) to do A levels or IEB from the end of their grade 10 year. I strongly encourage parents to
attend this talk to hear more about this option as well as learn about the merits of several other subjects
Grade 10 Parent and Pupil A Level Talk: 14 June 16:00 - 17:00
Venue: DSG Library
Repeat: 15 June 14:00 – 15:00
Venue: SAC Auditorium
At the same time that we are running the Grade 9 Subject Choice Information Talk, we will run one for the current grade
10s to hear more about the A Levels we are offering from 2019. Attendance is strongly encouraged if this is of interest to
you and your daughter.

Please note this A levels talk will also be filmed and the link made available
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Student Exchange Programme
Our 2018 International Student Exchanges
from College and DSG, accompanied
by St Andrew’s College intern, Zukisani
Makhaba, embarked on a Literacy tour of
Grahamstown.
The group visited the National English
Literacy Museum, The Eastern Star and
other historical places of interest in
Grahamstown.
Basil Mills, an international story –teller,
was their tour guide for the day and is well
known to the schools and Grahamstown.

Grade 8 and 9 Social
The Grade 8 and 9 social was a lively, fun and energetic
evening. The theme of “Opposites Attract” encouraged a
spectacle of the most creative and colourful outfits. Though
I never thought I would say it, even the music was great and loud! I’m told by the music authorities – the Grade 11
photographers for the evening - Tatiana Tsinonis and Tyla
Rose that “Shorty” produced by Seb Jackson and sung by

Stuart Christie, both from St Andrews College, was clearly
the dance floor favourite! Proceeds of the social went to
the Grahamstown SPCA.

Margie McLeod
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The parent–teachers meetings will be held on Thursday 21 June from 9:00 – 11:00 in the Clapham
Jubilee Hall (College Dining Hall), Worcester Street.
On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Wednesday 13 June and close at 16:00 on Tuesday 19 June.
An email will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book meetings with your daughter’s
teachers.

St Andrew’s College and DSG
will host two performances of Michael Charton’s
highly acclaimed story

MY FATHER’S COAT
MONDAY, JUNE 18th
Centenary Hall, St Andrew’s College
15h00 and 19h00
Additional tickets available to parents
from the school receptions

My Fathers Coat: Additional tickets will be available from the 5 June 2018 at the school
receptions. Tickets are R50 each
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Community Engagement

Grahamstown Secret Scarf Mission for
Mandela Day
The girls have been madly knitting to
create scarves to contribute to the very
creative Grahamstown Secret Scarf
Mission for Mandela Day. This project
is a collaboration with Grahamstown
Knitwits, an affiliate of 67 Blankets
for Nelson Mandela Day. It has been
delightful to see so many girls actively
engaged in knitting although I know
the “knitting obsession” has caused
some teacher frustration. This project
is being run by Julia Basson, who has
challenged the different houses to
compete for the maximum number
of scarves created. Last year the girls
knitted approximately 50 scarves and
we are excited to see what can be
achieved this year.

Running Wild Trail Run
on Sunday

RUNNING WILD

TRAIL RUN

RUN WITH WILDLIFE FOR A REASON!

DSG and St Andrew’s College are once again involved with the
organisation of the second annual Running Wild Trail Run. This
year’s event takes place on Sunday 10 June and participants can
choose between an 8km and 15km trail run.

SUNDAY MORNING
10th JUNE 2017

All funds raised throughout this joint initiative will go directly
to support C4C’s Rhino BUSH Rap programme offered in
partnership with Investec Rhino Lifeline.
With the funding goal being met, C4C will be able to invite an
additional 80 Grade 5 kids on a BUSH Rap day at Amakhala.
This is a full day BUSH Rap programme which focuses on
understanding the connectivity of all living species with a focus
on learning about the current plight of Rhino in South Africa.
Throughout the day key conservation messages and interesting
facts are taught using soccer as the platform for learning and
all lessons are delivered through C4C’s Unique Learning from
Wildlife model.

8km and 15km

Trail Run

15 km starts: 9:00 - 8km starts: 9:30 All registration from 8:00am
Cost: 15km–R100
8km-R70
Family entertainment, food, activities. Lucky draw
Where: Sidbury Sports Club - Amakhala Reserve

Part of the day involves a bush drive and experience through
Amakhala Game reserve where many students experience
wildlife - many for the first time.
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Funds raised will help C4C inspire more kids to care through their unique one day bush programme

TO ENTER :

http://www.sacschool.com/community-engagement/c4c-run/

Any questions? Email c4crunningwild@gmail.com
Visit www.coachingforconservation.org for more details on C4C

8 June 2018

DSG Newsletter

Blood Drive report
The Blood Drive was held on Thursday, 31st May, in the D&T Centre. Even though there were 98 people who had volunteered
to donate blood, several had to be turned away for medical reasons, such as flu symptoms. Despite this, 73 units of blood
were collected, much to the delight of the SANBS staff, who had set the target of 50 units for the day.
Thank you to all the boys and girls who contributed by also buying ribbons for R5 each. The money raised will be donated
to an institution in line with blood donations, pointed out by the SANBS at the end of the year.
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Culture

Chamber Choir shine in KykNET competition
The DSG/SAC Chamber Choir put their best collective foot forward on Tuesday night during a very exciting recording
of an episode of the Afrikaans televised choir competition known as “Sing in Harmonie”. They are one of only 15 high
school choirs to be invited up to the finals in Johannesburg in September. We wish them luck!

EN AVANT

8 June 2018

DSG Newsletter

Senior Open Concert
Our musicians were back in the DRW Music School auditorium for the latest Open Concert in the series.
The Concert coincided with an important String Orchestra rehearsal being held up in Lilla Strong Hall, so the first five
performers were all string players who then left to join their practice. Something interesting was that two of them, Nceba
Mtshemla (drums) and Sihle Bhangaza (voice) chose to perform on their second instruments.
A highlight was definitely the inimitable Emily Morgan introducing us to the fascinating Daisies by Rachmaninov on piano.
Also intriguing was Leah Micklewright’s mini operatic “aria” Nel Contrasto by Vaccai. The College performers certainly
looked after the more contemporary side of things with Elliot Apps and Jonathan Moremi performing an elegant Ho Hey
by the Lumineers. The audience also enjoyed Michael Martin’s sincere and delicate rendition of Elton John’s Your Song.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Cultural

Ballroom Dancers Perform
On Friday 1 June, the Cathedral of
St Michael and St George, hosted a
Song and Dance Musical Evening. The
Ballroom Dancing Club was invited
to perform along with other local
talent. Instructor, Francois van Eck
and partner, Louise van der Merwe,
opened the floor with a Salsa dance,
the ballroom dancers then swiftly
joined the floor and performed a fun
collection of line dances from the Cha
Cha, the Waltz, an energetic Samba
and ended in the favourite CottonEyed-Joe Footloose. The dancers also
assisted Mr van Eck in a group activity
with the community which definitely
added much laughter and fun to the
evening. The evening was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

F van Eck
Dance With Instructor

DSG Aquatic Centre upgrade
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Sport

Dear Parents
We played against Collegiate this past weekend, which was
a great test of our resilience. Taking on the biggest all-girls
school in the province has its challenges, and this encounter
proved to be just so. We can be very proud of our girls who
battled hard in every match. Some tasted victory and some
matches ended in a draw, however for the majority we were
on the wrong side of the result.
Netball was more competitive than the hockey as we won
four of the 12 matches played with one draw and seven
matches lost. The U16 and U15 age groups showed their
strength as we were again unbeaten in this age group, with
a draw for the U16As and good wins for the U16B, U15A
and U15B teams. Credit must also go to the U14C team who
won their game 10-2. In the 1st team match we went down
35-19.

We only managed to win three of the 16 hockey matches
played with a further three games drawn and we lost 10.
The 3rds, U16Es and U14Ds secured the wins, while in the
1st team match DSG had to come from behind in the second
half to earn a well-deserved 1-1 draw against a highly rated
Collegiate team.
All the old adages come to mind on days like these where
we had to battle hard and were often on the back foot …
’you always learn more from a loss than a win’, ‘it’s not if
you win or lose, but how you play the game’ and ‘it’s just
a game’. All of these are true of course and make good
advice. There were nonetheless plenty of positives to take
from the weekend: from some great team and individual
performances, to the stand-out moments for us in every
match played regardless of the result. Our girls were
exposed to different challenges, they had to problem-solve
and they would have learnt new skills. There was amazing
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teamwork on display and bonds of friendship strengthened.
Our girls had the opportunity to meet and interact with new
people, and we learnt that not everything in life goes our
way, all of which speak to the merits of a sporting derby day
such as this.
One of my favourite adages is the ‘it’s not whether you get
knocked down its whether you get up’ approach; to look
ahead to the next game after a loss and to appreciate it
as another opportunity to play, to implement the lessons
learned, and to keep striving for improvement both as
individuals and as a team. The next result might also not be
in our favour, but if we are getting better, even if the gains
are marginal, then we are moving in the right direction.
On that note, we cast our view ahead to this weekend
which sees us travelling to Port Elizabeth again, this time
to take on Pearson High School. This will arguably be the
toughest challenge of the season for the netball teams
– we are playing 21 netball games against Pearson on
Friday and Saturday. The 1st team encounter is actually in
Grahamstown on Friday afternoon as Pearson are off to the

regional championships in East London on Friday evening,
and have planned to stop over at DSG en-route. They are
also bringing their U16A and U14A teams for their netball
games. Hockey is also a large day out with 14 matches being
played, and besides K-Day (which is the following weekend)
this is the only other fixture of the year in which every
single one of our hockey and netball teams are involved.
This will be a day to look forward to and, hopefully, our girls
and their teams can show improvement in their games,
regardless of the results.
We have celebrated the selection of our hockey players to
the Eastern Province provincial teams in earlier newsletters,
but we now need to celebrate that Jenny Du Toit has been
announced as the captain of the EP U18A hockey team.
This is a wonderful credit to Jenny and the way she carries
herself and leads through example.
The Eastern Province squash teams have also been
announced and we congratulate the following girls on
their selection: they will be representing EP at the various
provincial tournaments around the country over half term.

Jenny du Toit EP Hockey U18A captain

EN AVANT

8 June 2018

DSG Newsletter
EP U14A
EP U16B
EP U16A

Erin Powers
Chelsea Cordner
Olivia Price and Ivana Stevens

netball fixtures are already on the sports portal.

In other sports news, Tarryn Whitfield and Hannah Jones
competed in a SANESA show held over the weekend in East
London where Tarryn placed first in both the 90cm jumping
and in the 80cm equitation and she finished third in the
Novice 3 Dressage. Hannah placed first in the Dressage
prelim 3 and third in the prelim 1.
A final mention of K-Day and the events of next week: the
boys’ hockey has been moved to Thursday afternoon (away
from Wednesday), while the girls’ netball remains on Friday
with the 1st team match taking place at 17h30. The girls’
hockey takes place on Saturday morning as usual, with the
Grade 8 dance taking place at 13h00. The 1st team hockey
match is scheduled to start at 13h20. All the hockey and

It again promises to be a wonderful week and weekend in
Grahamstown and a major highlight of the winter term,
with sport being used as a vehicle to bring our communities
together. There will also be a joint music concert between
all three schools on the Thursday evening. K-Day squash is
to be played on Monday next week to start proceedings.
I am sure that we will see many parents in Grahamstown
over this period; may you all have safe travels and we look
forward to welcoming you.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport
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Information Evening
Monday 25 June 2018
18h00
Karen Country Club
Karen Road, Nairobi

Children are encouraged to
accompany their parents
RSVP to: Cherie Wille | +27 84 549 7710
c.wille@sacschool.com

You are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening
on our family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.

Information Evening
Tuesday 26 June 2018
18h00
Sea Cliff Hotel, 10 Toure Drive,
Msasani Peninsula, Dar Es Salaam

Children are encouraged to
accompany their parents
RSVP to: Cherie Wille | +27 84 549 7710
c.wille@sacschool.com

You are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening
on our family of leading independent
boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.

invite you to attend the annual

FAMILY TENNIS
ROUND ROBIN
K-Day Sunday 17 June 2018
DSG Tennis Courts
10h00 for 10h30
Anyone can play!
(pupils can play with any of their family members or friends if they don’t have
family close by)

R250 per couple

(Includes tea and lunch. Additional guests can join for lunch at R85 per person)

Dust off your racquet and get ready for tough competition,
tasty braaivleis and tons of fun!
Entries close at noon on Monday 11 June.
Space is limited, so reserve your spot by
emailing your entry form to w.eksteen@sacschool.com

www.sacschool.com | www.dsgschool.com | wwwsaprepschool.com
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Golf D
10 June I 10h00 I Belmont Golf Club I Shot Gun Start

R200 per Adult I R130 per Child
(Includes green fees for 9 holes and lunch)

Dress Code: C O L O U R F U L A T T I R E
Non-golfers welcome to join for lunch. Jumping Castle available for kids.
AL L PROCEEDS GO TO:

St Andrew’s Prep Golf Day
All bookings to F iona Tessendorf by 1 June 2018
F .Tessendorf@ saprepschool.com I ( 046 ) 6 03 2400

