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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG

As winter sets in, the days are becoming shorter and darkness is setting in earlier. This calls for extra vigilance
from us as staff at a girls’ boarding school. While the girls view it differently, our regulations and boundaries set
with regards to ‘Open Campus’ time and areas, Town Leave, roll calls and biometric registers at meals, etc. are in
place entirely to ensure that we know where our girls are at any time and that they are safe.
Some of these rules are stricter than would be necessary at home. For instance, we do not allow ‘Open Campus’
for Grade Eights and Nines at St Andrew’s College. They must be visited on the DSG campus. These girls are
young, there are 165 of them and the area is too vast for us to be sure that they are all safe. If I were only looking
after my own daughter, it would be different; I would be maintaining contact with her personally and I would
know where she was and what she was doing.
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The biometric register at all meals is helpful in a number of ways: It means that three times a day we can account
for every child easily and quickly (this is further supported by a physical roll call each night before quiet time and
a face-to-face meeting with tutors every weekday except Wednesday); it also highlights for us the girls who are
not eating regularly and allows us to follow up in this regard.
We have recently conducted a catering survey addressing food quality, quantity, presentation and heat. While
the results are not alarming, we are not entirely pleased with some of the feedback and Mr David Wright will
be setting up focus groups to interrogate this further. Some immediate changes can be implemented but some
need unpacking; for example when we probe 40% of our girls indicating that there is not enough food at each
meal, we find that they are wanting to eat a portion of the meal only and wish to have more of that, such as roast
chicken and no vegetables or starch. Many are also ‘banting’ which makes it difficult for the kitchen to ensure
that they are satiated. Meanwhile, we are increasing vegetable portions to combat this challenge.
An increasing number of girls are returning from weekend exeats and holidays with what amounts to a minigrocery cupboard. I assure you that there are at least twenty staff who eat in our dining hall and that this is
entirely unnecessary. It also undermines our insistence that girls attend meals and that we have some means of
monitoring their eating habits.
If parents feel we are draconian in what we are doing at DSG, please will you discuss it with us? We are going
to be reacting with stronger sanctions for girls who are out of bounds, particularly after supper, and we would
appreciate you supporting us when your daughter is involved and explaining to her why this is necessary.
Meanwhile, the winter season brings with it the excitement of cheerleading practices, creating and practising
endlessly for the ‘spell’ on K-Day (our boys spell SAC and COLLEGE whereas our girls try and write a paragraph!)
and girls choreographing and teaching the Grade Eights a K-Day dance. All of this forms part of our hidden
curriculum – it creates fun, laughter, the need for large group collaboration and cooperation and the resultant
tension with a few outbursts. For the girls, doing this well is critically important and I wish the seniors much
success as they roll out all their plans to build spirit.

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Aquatic Centre upgrade
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Academic

Aloe Awards (named after the beautiful Eastern Cape
Aloes that brighten our landscape)
We are teaching and learning in the age of technology yet
we don’t always allow our pupils the space to really explore
and engage with that technology.
The Aloe Awards was introduced this year as a project that
addresses this in some measure. The initiative enhanced
the use of Ipads as learning tools whilst also incorporating
some vital 21st century skills, such as collaboration and
teamwork, creativity and imagination, critical thinking and
problem solving. Every Grade 9 English class worked in pairs
or in groups to create a story/documentary based on their
interpretation of the theme of WATER.
The story/documentary had to be between 1.30 - 2.00
minutes in length and filmed on an Ipad. Pupils needed to
script their story, cast it, find the music, film it and edit it.
Teachers selected the top 4 in each class and these films
were then presented last week on Friday evening. While
there is certainly room to improve on this project, the
general consensus from teachers and pupils alike was that
it had been worthwhile and a good challenge for those who
took it seriously.

Lauren Viljoen and Jess Ovendale: Best Effects/
Animation

The winners were:
Best Script:
Saskia Gambale, Emma Hillary, Sarah de la Harpe and Joey
Taylor
Best Cinematography:
Dali Banda, Philisani Ngoma, Kalela Shamwana and Olivia
Price
Best Effects/Animation:
Jess Ovendale and Lauren Viljoen

Savannah Coventry : Best Supporting Actor

Best Actor:
Robbie Paul (in the movie made by his sister, Emma)
Best Supporting Actor:
Savannah Coventry and Pooja Vijay
Best Film:
Emma Paul and Ane Strydom
This link will take you to these movies:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DiwlfhaUQ6XPeU
tAHWDHyVIPhA6kZd2h
Emma Paul and Ane Strydom: Best Film and Best
Actor
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Eastern Cape English Conference
DSG was proud to host the first Eastern Cape English
Conference on Saturday 12 May. The intention, apart from
meeting as friends and colleagues, was to provide a platform
where English staff from IEB and government schools alike
could learn from one another, spark fresh ideas and to look
at areas we have in common.

Kirsty McCrindle from Victoria Girls, Dionne Redfern from
DSG, Johan Rich from Abbotsford, Joe Orsmond from SAC,
Michele Barnard from Nsika and Catherine Deiner from
Victoria Girls also shared ideas on best practice. We had
nearly 50 delegates in all, some from as far afield as East
London and Umtata) and will certainly run this event again.

We had a fantastic line up of speakers, including Sam Naidu
(Associate Professor in the Department of English, Rhodes
University) who spoke on Teaching “Postcolonial” Crime
Fiction in “Post Apartheid” South Africa as well as Prof
Malvern van Wyk- Smith (retired Head of the Rhodes English
Dept) whose topic was: “Two loves I have, of comfort and
despair”: The drama and architecture of Shakespeare’s
sonnets’.
Other speakers included were Andrew Renard from
SAC (Breaking Critical Literacy Down), Louella Sullivan
from DSG (How we grow poets and writers), Nicci Hayes
from Nombulelo (Teaching set work with multicultural
consciousness), Jessamy Kromhout from Collegiate (A Love
of Literature: Navigating the Space outside the Classroom
and Examinations), Clint Tessendorf from SAC (Reading
Film: Reframing Our Approach to Teaching Film Studies in
the English Classroom).

The indomitable Prof Malvern van Wyk-Smith.

St Andrew’s College and DSG
will host two performances of Michael Charton’s
highly acclaimed story

MY FATHER’S COAT
MONDAY, JUNE 18th
Centenary Hall, St Andrew’s College
15h00 and 19h00
Additional tickets available to parents
from the school receptions

Tickets will be available from 5 of June from SAC and DSG receptions on a first come first serve basis.
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Report on Cambridge International AS Level Art
& Design Academic Extension

Nia van Niekerk
On Saturday 12 May, Jules Murray, Olivia Bauer-Gunn and
Nia Van Niekerk completed the last component of their
Cambridge International AS Level Art & Design course in
the form of a fifteen-hour practical examination. The girls
sat this exam over three days, working in exam conditions
for five-hours a day.
They had one task during this exam: to create a single work
of art or design in response to a selected topic or ‘question’.
Jules and Nia both chose the topic “Water Reflections” and
Olivia chose “Camouflage”. In preparation for this exam the
girls had to produce a meaningful body of work which they
then ‘curated’ into a mini-exhibition presented in the format of four A1 pages each.

Olivia Bauer-Gunn

Mrs Gabby Richards (HoD Visual Arts), Mrs Joha Dreyer
(HoD Design & Technology) and myself are all very proud
of the girls and the tremendous effort they put into this additional subject. We believe they have gained a great deal
from being exposed to this rigorous international course of
study and have had a good taste of what it is to create work
in a manner akin to a university student and/or a practicing
artist/designer.
We look forward to hearing their results in a few months’
time.

John Walters
Design & Technology Teacher

Jules Murray
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Viewing design at VW

The Grade 10 Design class visited the Volkswagen
factory and Auto Pavilion in Uitenhage and had an
amazing tour of the factory where the VW Polo is
built and enjoyed a nostalgic display of old VW cars
and interactive activities. The pupils loved every
moment!

Important dates
Grade 9 Parent and Pupil Subject Choice Information Talk: 14 June 16:00 - 17:00
Venue: Lille Strong Hall at DSG
The selection of one’s subjects in grade 9 is becoming increasingly important, particularly with our girls being given the
option (as of the end of this year) to do A levels or IEB from the end of their grade 10 year. I strongly encourage parents to
attend this talk to hear more about this option as well as learn about the merits of several other subjects
Grade 10 Parent and Pupil A Level Talk: 14 June 16:00 - 17:00
Venue: DSG Library
At the same time that we are running the Grade 9 Subject Choice Information Talk, we will run one for the current grade
10’s to hear more about the A Levels we are offering from 2019. Attendance is strongly encouraged if this is of interest to
you and your daughter.

Matric Exam Preparation Camp 2018 2-4 September
In order for holidays to be planned and flights to be booked, a reminder from last term of the following dates for this year’s
Matric Revision Camp. The camp will start at 8am on Sunday 2nd September, so girls will need to be back the night before
if they don’t live close by.
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Cultural

Festival of Excellence in Dramatic Arts (FEDA)
A cast of six Grade 12 Dramatic Arts students and their
stage manager flew up to Johannesburg to perform their
play, titled REVOLT at the prestigious Festival of Excellence
in Dramatic Arts at the Johannesburg Fringe Theatre on
Saturday the 12th May.
FEDA is an annual festival for Johannesburg schools to
compete and showcase their skill and talent on stage. It
has been running for 12 years and has grown larger each
year. This was the first year that a school from outside
Johannesburg has participated and DSG and St Andrew’s
were warmly welcomed to the festival. FEDA is divided into
two sections: the original works category and the published
works category. The best plays from each category then
perform in the final round, taking place on the 26th of May.
A prize of R10 000 is awarded to the winning play as well as
the opportunity to perform at the National Arts Festival in
Grahamstown.
This was a fantastic opportunity for DSG and St Andrew’s
College to be part of a festival that showcases some of the
best student drama in the country. REVOLT, a play devised
by the cast, under the guidance of Mr Wesley Deintje,
was well received by a large audience. The adjudication,
delivered by theatre industry professionals at the end
of the evening, praised REVOLT for its creative, slick and
thought-provoking approach to the complex issue of how
boys and girls feel about ‘playing’ assigned gender roles.
The cast – Avia Repapis, Alyssa Ross, Jacques Hoefnagels,
James Baker, Josh Orsmond and stage manager, Luisa da
Molo – will have to wait until the 24th of May to hear if they
have made it through to the final round. Nonetheless, they
are congratulated on a superb performance and certainly
showcased some of the best high school drama that the
Eastern Cape has to offer.

Susan Baker
HOD Dramatic Arts
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YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL KICKS OFF
The annual DSG/SAC Youth Music Festival got off to an
fantastic start on Tuesday afternoon with two excellent
choral concerts. The junior choir festival was at 16h30 and
included five choirs from DSG Junior, Graeme, Kingswood,
and VG Primary. There were some startlingly charming and
competent performances which bode very well for the
future of choral singing in our city.
In the evening, there were seven choirs performing in the
senior choir festival. SAC, DSG, Graeme College and Victoria
Girls’ High School were very well-represented. There was
some excellent singing and the highlights included the VGHS
tribute to Nelson Mandela and the energetic performances
of both our own Chapel Choirs.
At the time of writing, the auditorium of the David Wynne
Music School is packed with pupils, parents and teachers
all listening to young soloists of varying playing levels and
instruments. If the bursts of enthusiastic applause are
anything to go by, they’re having a lot of fun in there!
By the time you read this, the Festival will be almost
over save perhaps for the Gala Concert on Friday night.
Nonetheless, more next week……..watch this space.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

EN AVANT

18 May 2018

DSG Newsletter 							

18 May 2018

Community Engagement

Child Welfare Masixole’s Birthday
The girls took cakes to Ikhaya Losizo to celebrate Masixole’s 11th Birthday. For some years now our girls have had an
arrangement with Child Welfare to support two young boys through their sponsorship programme and the girls remain
committed to this process and in this way show their care for the children. The children enjoyed the cake and eats and our
girls appreciated seeing the children having some fun.

Home of Joy
On Monday afternoon, a number of girls visit our community partners to offer support and an interest in their lives. The
girls love visiting Margaret Ngcangca at the Home of Joy. Mama Margaret has fostered and adopted twenty-three children
who would otherwise be homeless. She is someone who cares for the most vulnerable children in our Grahamstown
community. Many of the children are at the Kuyasa Special Needs School. The girls enjoy the hospitality and company of
the children and offer their support in any way that would help.

Revd Susan Paton
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Sport

1st Hockey Team vs VGHS

A quiet weekend has passed and it feels like the break
has done everyone good. There is a real energy around
the sports fields and courts as we head into the first
large derby of the year. It’s a small military operation
moving 250+ girls and staff to East London for a day,
and this week has been filled with the arrangements of
transport, meals, fixtures, team lists etc. to make sure it
runs as smoothly as possible.

planning. Also, if your daughter has been offered a lift
by another parent/family, we ask for formal permission
to be given by both you as well as by the parent/family
who is offering the lift.

This weekend sees us face up against Cambridge and,
with 16 netball and 11 hockey teams playing in the
fixture, it is sure to be a great day out in East London.
For the majority of our C and D teams this will be their
A number of parents also join us on these trips and first outing of the season in a fixture against another
your presence is greatly appreciated not only by your school and, for some, the first opportunity of the year
daughters but also by the whole school. However, I to play an interschools fixture.
do ask that you remember to let Ms Sandra Marques
s.marques@dsgschool.com in the sports department We don’t take these trips lightly and are well aware of
know if you are planning on transporting your daughter the dangers on the road as well as costs and logistical
to or from the match yourselves by the Wednesday efforts to get these fixtures played. However, the
of the fixture. This will assist us with our transport educational and social benefits of these trips are great
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Even those who have to wake up at 05h15 to make the
05h30 bus departure will still find plenty of positives to
take out of their experience.
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To finish on a celebratory note, we have had a number
of hockey players taking part in the Eastern Province
hockey trials over the past few weeks, and the EP teams
were announced earlier this week. We are very proud
of the following DSG girls who have been selected to
Some teams have a double header this weekend with represent Eastern Province at the various national and
our A netball and hockey teams travelling through to regional tournaments being held around the country in
East London on Friday to take on Stirling. We have June and July of this year.
started this initiative to maximise the value of these
EP U18A – Jenny Du Toit
trips and minimise the time spent on the road.
EP U16A – Nikki Du Toit, Enya Kemp, Torva Sharwood
With no sports fixtures over the weekend there is little EP U16B – Olivia Davidson, Annie Jones, Sabine
to report back on. However, we did finish up the VG Renaud, Chiara Williams-Wynn
derby last week Thursday with a few netball and hockey EP U14A – Josie Apps, Morgan Du Plessis, Ciara
matches and they all went off successfully. Looking at Frances, Cally Still, Zaza Swift, Caris Walsh
the whole fixture (which landed up being played across EP U14B – Jamie Campbell
an 8-day period), we won all 10 of the netball matches
played, and all five of the hockey matches too. Our 1st Warm regards
netball team played well to secure a 39-20 victory while
the 1st hockey team also put in a dominant display for Chris Hibbert
their 6-0 win.
Head of Sport
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Ballroom Dancing

D2D (Dare 2 Dance) Studios, from Port Elizabeth, hosted
their 15th Inter School (now inter district) Ballroom
Competition held at the Feather Market Centre in Port
Elizabeth on Saturday 12 May.
Grahamstown dance club, Dance With… proudly entered
twelve students from St Andrews (SAC) and DSG, six
Kingswood College (KWC) students and one student from
Victoria Girls High School. Dance students participated
against fourteen different High Schools (250 students).
All of our couples danced well with such energy and
charisma. We are enormously proud of them. The
competition champions for 2018 were Alexander Road High
School, Pearson was placed second and new competitors
Lawson Brown High School were placed 3rd overall. The

Gabriel Walsh and Esona Dyantyi performed their
Latin dances – the Mambo and the Rock n Roll

competition included a Varsity section where Rhodes
and Nelson Mandela Universities also competed. The
competition was thoroughly enjoyed by both the students
and the parents who supported the competition. Dance
With… would like to thank the participating dance students,
the schools and the parents for their support and dedication
to ballroom dancing.
We look forward to our new grade 8 and beginner ballroom
dancers competing in the competition in 2019. Keep on
dancing.

F van Eck
Dance With Instructor

Gabriel Walsh and Ruth Fick performed their Ballroom dances – the Waltz and Foxtrot
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.
27-29
Hockey/Netball Rustenburg U16 Tournament
Cape Town
U16As
MAY
JANUARY
2
Hockey/Netball VG
Home
14-17
Various
DSG
Campus
4-5
Hockey/Netball Summer
York and Sports
OakhillCamp
George
28
Tennis
Doubles
Grahamstown
12
Hockey/Netball Albany
Springfield
TBC Champs
Home
31
Swimming
Long
Course
gala
Graeme
18-19
Hockey/Netball Stirling and Cambridge (away)
East London
FEBRUARY
20
Tennis
Luden Cup
Grahamstown
2-4
Water
Polo
Brian
BakerReunion
Festival Weekend
Kingswood
1sts
26 May
Hockey/Netball
Clarendon
Home
9-10
Water polo
Alex Road Festival
PE
1sts & 16A
JUNE
Water
polo
Jason
Murray Tournament
East
14A
1-2
Hockey/Netball
Collegiate
Port London
Elizabeth
15-18
Water
Polo
Oakhill
Knysna
2nds
9
Hockey/Netball
PearsonChukka
Port Elizabeth
16-17
Squash
Dave
Hodgson
Festival
DSG/SAC
1sts
15-16 Jun
Hockey/Netball Kingswood K-Day
Grahamstown
18
Swimming
River Mile
Bushman’s
JULY
24
Basketball
Cape Champs
Kingswood
1sts
14 Jul
Hockey/Netball East
Woodridge
Home
22-25
Tennis
Stellenbosch
1sts
21
Hockey/Netball Independent
Herschel TBC Schools
Home
Tournament
28
Hockey/Netball KHS
King Williams Town
26-28
Swimming
Interhouse Gala
DSG
AUGUST
MARCH
4
Hockey/Netball Queenstown GHS
Home
1-4
Water
polo
Old
Petrians
Tournament
JHB
1sts
9-12
Hockey
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
Knysna
U16A
1-4
Water
polo
Shaun
Fuchs
Tournament
JHB
U15A
9-12
Hockey
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Home
U14A & B
17
Hockey
Union
and
Volkskool
Graaf
Reinet
9-12
Hockey
Oranje Top 12 TBC
Bloemfontein
1sts
Netball
Framesby
Port Elizabeth
23-24
Netball
Despatch Festival
Despatch
1sts & U16A
EN AVANT
23-25
Hockey
Greg Beling Festival
East London
1sts

Information Evening
Saturday 2 June 2018
18h00
No 52 Orange Grove Drive,
Highlands, Harare

You are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening
on our family of leading independent
boarding schools

Children are encouraged to
accompany their parents

St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls

RSVP to: Vanessa Bowes
+27 82 331 1152 | v.bowes@dsgschool.com

St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.

We look forward to meeting you in ZAMBIA
Tuesday 5 June, 18h00, Information Evening,
Yembekezera Estates, Mkushi Farm block
Wednesday 6 June, 18h00, Information Evening,
Mafundzalo Ranch, Farm 3571, Kabwe
Sunday 10 June, 12h00, Information Lunch,
The Roan and Sable, Chila Road, Lusaka
Monday 11 June, 18h00, Information Evening,
Mataligilo Farm, Mazabuka
Children are encouraged to accompany their parents

RSVP to: Vanessa Bowes | +27 82 331 1152 | v.bowes@dsgschool.com

You are warmly invited to attend an
Information Evening / Lunch
on our family of leading
independent boarding schools
St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
Situated in Grahamstown
in the Eastern Cape.

A family of three boarding schools, highly regarded for excellence in all spheres of education.
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Golf
10 June I 10h00 I Belmont Golf Club I Shot Gun Start

R200 per Adult I R130 per Child
(Includes green fees for 9 holes and lunch)

Dress Code: C O L O U R F U L A T T I R E
Non-golfers welcome to join for lunch. Jumping Castle available for kids.
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO:

St Andrew’s Prep Golf Day
All bookings to Fiona Tessendorf by 1 June 2018
F.Tessendorf@saprepschool.com I (046) 603 2400

