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Visiting girls enjoying the East Cape Experience
Dear Parents and Friends
It is 07:00 on the last day of school and as is my habit, I am in my office. Many DSG girls are returning from breakfast,
the 1st netball, hockey and squash teams departed for Johannesburg to participate in the St Stithian’s Easter Sports
Festival much earlier this morning, the U16 hockey team leaves later for the Woodridge Easter Festival and at 10:00,
21 girls and 13 boys, led by Mr and Rev Sue Paton, Ms Natasha Pretorius and Mr Ryan Dewey depart for Nepal to
participate in the World Challenge trek and service project.
Outside, are girls shouting farewells to one another, some from a distance of 50 metres! They will probably say
goodbye to that person at least three more times today; nevertheless, it is important to make sure! Spirits are high
and the tiredness and stresses of a busy term are already washing off.
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In our final assembly this evening, we will celebrate the highlights of the term and acknowledge areas where we could
do better. We will also bid farewell to a few people:
Fr Rob and Mrs Gay Penrith: We have had many opportunities to
say goodbye and celebrate their work here. I wish them a happy and
long retirement.
Ms Eunice Timm: Ms Timm has taught Grade Seven at DSG for 13
years and her work has also been celebrated at a number of functions.
The huge number of girls who attended the afternoon tea on Monday
to bid her farewell is testament to the influence she has had on the
lives of hundreds of DSG girls. Go well, Ms Timm.
Ms Liz Campbell: She has filled the position of Junior school music
teacher and has shared her talent and love for Music in a manner that
has drawn children in. We wish her well as she embarks on her new
adventure.
Ms Ann Smailes: Ms Smailes is well known to DSG. She is an Old
Girl who taught here for many years and left us six years ago to follow her passion for mentoring English teachers in
rural communities. She has filled in temporarily for a term and I thank her for her commitment and service.
Reluctantly, I need to address an important matter in the body of this newsletter in an effort to garner parental support:
we have had a difficult term in trying to reach compliance with regard to appropriate lengths of school gyms and
skorts. It has now reached the point where we have to presume that we are encountering a level of defiance. DSG
is not a school that wishes to measure dress lengths from the knee or institute any procedures equally pedantic.
Nevertheless, girls should be able to move freely (including being able to bend over to pick something up off the floor)
and always be modestly covered. Please will you assist us either by taking down hems this holiday or, in many cases,
purchasing new uniforms? This may even be necessary for some girls in matric.
Our love and best wishes accompany all our girls, coaches and managers participating in sports festivals as well as
the girls and staff that will be in Nepal. I wish our girls, staff and families a happy Easter and a safe holiday.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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East Cape Experience 2018: Over the
weekend of 25 - 27 March we welcomed over
a hundred girls and boys to our campuses
from around the country. During the two days
they were with us, they had fun, made new
friends and could test-drive our DSG and St
Andrew’s College full-boarding experience.
We thank all our visitors for joining us and
hope that they enjoyed the full and varied
programme here in the Eastern Cape.
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SIMS Parent Portal

During 2018 the school has been implementing a new
school administration system, SIMS. This includes a new
parent portal, SIMS Parent, which has both a web and
mobile app interface for parents. Your child’s end-of-term
reports will be issued through SIMS Parent, and as a parent
you therefore need to enrol into SIMS Parent to download
reports.

http://www.dsgschool.com/links-for-parents/parent-portal/
What can you do through SIMS Parent?
–
–
–
–
–
–

Access and update your contact details, so we 		
always have the most up-to-date information in 		
case of emergency
Access your child’s school reports. Historical reports
will be loaded in due course.
Receive notifications to remind you about important
information and key dates for your diary
View information such as timetable, attendance
and achievements
Access the school term dates and contact details at
the click of a button
If you have more than one child at school, you’ll
have access to information for all your children,
from the same interface.

On Friday 9 March you will have received an email to your
parent email address on record with a link to enrol into
SIMS Parent. If you have already enrolled as a Prep parent
in 2017, you will already have access to SIMS Parent.
For a full description of the process, along with
troubleshooting steps, please visit our website :

Roy Hobson
Head: ICT
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Academic

Classical Civilization meets
Mathematics, Design and
Practical Skills
The Grade 8 class was presented with a design and
creating task: construct a pyramid box. Limitations were
set: no adhesives, no staples, and no sticky tape were
to be used to keep the box together. Once the box was
completed, it had to be able to hold 20 imperial mints while
the box was suspended, without the mints cascading
from the container.
The class was provided with card, triangle dimensions
and scrap paper, and lots of encouragement. The testing
will be done on completion of the boxes!
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Indian Exchange Pupils Reminisce
On Tuesday evening the pupils from DSG and St Andrew’s College who had been to India on Exchange spoke to the
Kenton on Sea Rotary Club about their life-changing experience. Kathryn Basson, head girl of DSG, introduced the
presentation and then after an excellent video showing highlights of their trip, each student was given an opportunity
to recall their favourite memories and experiences of India. The pupils spoke of the love they had developed for the
Indian people, the culture, the colourful countryside and markets, the busyness and their religions. Most of the pupils
mentioned that they had felt extremely happy and content while on their trip largely because of the incredible kindness
from their hosts. Their presentation was heartfelt and warm and was favourably received by all who attended.

Dionne Redfern
Deputy Head: Academic

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

29 March 2018

Cultural
Franschoek Mountain Chamber Music Workshop
The 28th annual Chamber Music Workshop offers musically gifted young people a week of intensive training in scenic
Franschhoek. They receive professional and highly personalized instruction from some of South Africa’s top chamber
musicians and soloists to encourage and develop their talent, to improve their skills as a collaborative musician, and
to achieve progress in an enriching and fulfilling way.

Cebo Mtshemla, Mr Kwazi Mkula, Juliette Ridley and Emily Morgan
All participants have to pass a stringent audition process to get in and four of our girls have been selected. The girls
are: Emily Morgan, Juliette Ridley, Cebo Mtshemla and Nceba Mtshemla. We congratulate them on this honour and
wish them an exciting, fulfilling and rewarding time. The workshop runs from 30 March to 7 April, and they will be
under the careful guidance of Mr Kwazi Mkula who heads up the Music School’s new chamber music programme and
the watchful eye of the Music School administrator, Mrs Natasja Eksteen.

Juliette Ridley

Emily Morgan

Cebo Mtshemla
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Father Rob’s Farewell Services
The All Saints Chapel at DSG is holy ground. On Sunday it was the most appropriate venue for the school to say a sad
but fond farewell to a holy man. At both the morning and evening Corporate Communion services, Father Rob Penrith
was in attendance in his wheelchair and with his leg in plaster. Nothing stands in the way of this much-loved priest
doing his job! Other than celebrating at the altar and preaching the sermon, Father Rob ran the services like clockwork
in his inimitable and loving way. He even played his guitar for two of the hymns and led the congregational singing
with that beautiful tenor voice that we all know so well. Both the preachers, Ms Shelley Frayne in the morning and Rev
Ruthell Johnson in the evening paid tribute to the wonderful contribution Father Rob and his ever-constant and also
much-loved wife, Gay have made to this great school over the last four years plus one term. The Chapel Choir, under
the leadership of Head Chorister, Somila Matyolweni, were in attendance at both services and sang their new Mass
setting from Karl Jenkins’ Armed Man: a Mass for Peace. Most significantly they also performed a Celtic blessing
May the Road Rise to Meet You, accompanied by flute, cello and piano in honour of the Penriths. Reportedly, Pie
Jesu by Andrew Lloyd Webber is one of Father Rob’s favourite pieces and at the evening service, Angela Volschenk
performed this beautifully as a solo. Not a dry eye in the chapel and rightly so. We will miss them dearly………..

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Awards Term 1
Music
COMMENDED
Angela Volschenk
Yoliswa Mdlankomo

Angela Volschenk

Yoliswa Mdlankomo

Community Engagement
Congratulations to the following girls who received awards for Community Engagement:
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Ruth Fick

Vile Diko

Jenna Coward

Isabel de Beer

COMMENDED

Sarah Stevenson

Nina Owen-Jones

Kristen du Plessis
Kelly-Anne Shaw
Casey Deetlefs
Sphiwe Reitumetse Makhoba
Alyssa Ferreira
Ivana Stevens
Olivia Riley
Nosiphiwo Nabo
Jodi Crowther
Nicola Ralston
Emma Mulcahy
Georgie Brunette
Nicola Mason
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Sport
Horse riding
In the Port Elizabeth Autumn Show held over the weekend, Kei Repapis finished first in the Intermediate Equitation
and also won the 1m Championship Class. She also came second in the 1m Two Phase, the 1m Accumulator and
the 90cm accumulator.
Emily Roodt finished second in the 90cm eventing in a show in Port Elizabeth on 10 March.
Congratulations to both Kei and Emily.

Swimming
Toni Rafferty, Courtney Repinz and Emma Podesta participated at the SA Junior Nationals in Durban over the weekend.
This was the first time that Emma had swum at the top of the South African age-group level.
Toni finished fourth in the 50m freestyle final and ninth in the 100m freestyle event. Courtney and Emma missed out
on the finals of their events, but both improved on their times.
We done to our swimmers for their efforts in Durban.

Squash
Erin Powers travelled to Johannesburg to compete in the SA Schools Closed Squash Tournament over the weekend.
Erin playing in the U14 girls section finished in seventh position and improved her South African national age group
ranking to sixth in the country!
Alex Road Hockey Festival
The DSG U14B hockey team participated in the Alex Road U14 hockey festival where they won all three of the
matches they played. The highlight was probably the good 1-0 win over the Collegiate U14B team.

Despatch Netball
Our 1st and U16A netball teams travelled to Despatch on Friday to play in the Despatch netball festival. The DSG
U16A had a successful weekend, winning five of their six matches, while the 1st team were very impressive in giving
Brandwag, Cradock and Hangklip very close matches. The team never gave up and showed that they are able to
compete effectively against very strong schools. Well done to the 1sts and U16As.
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Annie Jones (photo on the left) and Nina Owen-Jones in action at the Greg Beling Hockey Festival which
took place last weekend in East London

Greg Beling Hockey
The DSG 1st hockey team travelled to East London for the Greg Beling Hockey Festival over the weekend. While we
lost to Oranje and drew with Hudson Park, we did pick up good wins against Stirling (3-1) and Voortrekker (3-2).

Hudson Park Derby
Hudson Park High School hosted DSG in East London on Saturday for our annual derby day fixture. We found the
going tough against Hudson on the netball court in the senior age groups, while we won all our U14 matches. Of the
eight netball matches played, DSG won three, drew one and lost four. The pick of the results were the U14A and U14B
teams who won 18-3 and 23-6 respectively.
On the hockey front, we were too strong for Hudson, as we won seven and drew one of the eight matches played.
There were some big scores posted with the 3rds winning 8-1, U16Bs 9-0 and the U16Cs winning by 13 goals to 0!
Congratulations also to the goal scorers – in the 2nd team, Kelly Hobson picked up a hat trick and Sage Cawse
scored four goals; Beth Rennie scored three for the U16Bs; Lucy McAdam scored an incredible seven goals for the
U16Cs; and Cally Still and Dominique Erasmus scored hat tricks for the U14A and U14C teams respectively.
Well done to everyone who played against Hudson in both hockey and netball. All the results can be found on the
sports portal on the DSG website.
While the upcoming holidays starts with four DSG teams on tour it then quietens down for some much needed rest.
On the touring front, we have our 1st team hockey, netball and squash all in Johannesburg at the St Stithians Easter
Festival, while the U16A hockey team is at Woodridge College over the Easter weekend. We wish all these teams
all the best. The end-of-season provincial water polo tournament is also being played in the holidays and we wish
Shaelyn Ackermann, Erin Jarvis, Phoebe Elliott and Jayme Cunningham, as well as Mr Evans (coach) who are
representing EP water polo all the best for their tournament.
I wish all the girls a very restful holiday and look forward to them returning refreshed and ready for an exciting Term 2
on the sporting front.

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
SpringfieldEN
TBC AVANT
Stirling and Cambridge (away)

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC
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Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts

