DSG
Newsletter Term 1 # 10 | 22 March 2018

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG

While DSG does not take time off school for public holidays, we do take cognizance of them and endeavour
to mark each occasion as a means of celebrating our South African heritage and educating our girls on the
significance of each holiday in our history.
Today is Human Rights Day and the pupil Transformation and Diversity committee has been hard at work seeking
to ensure that their peers are informed and also that they create an opportunity for us as a school to celebrate
our differences.
Last night, each House saw a member of the committee present a talk explaining why today is a public holiday
in South Africa and today many girls have elected to wear black ribbons to commemorate the massacre of 69
unarmed protesters at Sharpeville in 1960. The girls also produced a nine-minute video clip on, ‘What it means
to be a DSG Girl’ which they showed to the school in Prefects’ Assembly on Monday. I watched it with a great
sense of pride: we have come a long way in a short while with many of our girls accepting that it is okay to be an
individual and that we are richer as a school when we acknowledge and celebrate the diversity within our family.
Well done and thank you, Caydn Barker, Hlumi Kondile and the committee!
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We have also sent out a survey on Transformation and Diversity to the entire DSG community: council, staff
(academic, admin and support), girls (senior and junior), parents and Old Girls. We have made this as accessible
as possible, with different, age-appropriate vocabulary in the Grade 4–9 survey and an isiXhosa, printed version
for some of our staff. Once these surveys are collated, we will use them to inform our discussions in focus groups
and the drawing up of our final policy. The survey is entirely anonymous and I encourage as many people as
possible to participate in it. Please may I also remind you that we have on our website our initial Race Statement
and a Transformation and Diversity Report which is updated at the end of each term?
As you will know, Fr Rob retires next week after many years of ministry as an Anglican priest and four-and-a-bit
years of faithful service to DSG. His impact here has been immense and staff and girls are very sad to see him
go. On Sunday we shall be holding two farewell services in our chapel in honour of Fr Rob. The 09:00 service
will be attended by our Grade 9 and 10s and the 19:00 one by the Grade 11s and 12s. Both services will be a
sung Eucharist with the full Chapel Choir in full attendance. Parents and friends are welcome to join us at either
service; I request however that you let my PA, Ms Angie Southey, know so that we can keep an eye on numbers
and chapel space.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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SIMS Parent Portal

During 2018 the school has been implementing a new
school administration system, SIMS. This includes a new
parent portal, SIMS Parent, which has both a web and
mobile app interface for parents. Your child’s end-of-term
reports will be issued through SIMS Parent, and as a parent
you therefore need to enrol into SIMS Parent to download
reports.

http://www.dsgschool.com/links-for-parents/parent-portal/
What can you do through SIMS Parent?
–
–
–
–
–
–

Access and update your contact details, so we 		
always have the most up-to-date information in 		
case of emergency
Access your child’s school reports. Historical reports
will be loaded in due course.
Receive notifications to remind you about important
information and key dates for your diary
View information such as timetable, attendance
and achievements
Access the school term dates and contact details at
the click of a button
If you have more than one child at school, you’ll
have access to information for all your children,
from the same interface.

On Friday 9 March you will have received an email to your
parent email address on record with a link to enrol into
SIMS Parent. If you have already enrolled as a Prep parent
in 2017, you will already have access to SIMS Parent.
For a full description of the process, along with
troubleshooting steps, please visit our website :

Roy Hobson
Head: ICT
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Mrs Muriel Key (née Tilbrook): DSG Old Girl

As we were preparing to commemorate the birthday of a very distinguished Old Girl, we heard that she had passed away
peacefully in her sleep on 15 March, 2018 – a mere fifteen days short of her 106th birthday.
Muriel Key (née Tilbrook) was in Merriman House from 1927 to 1929 and it is a pleasure to have her great, great niece
(who is in Grade 8) at DSG this year.
An excerpt from The Lowestoft Journal on the occasion of her 105th birthday in 2017 gave the following information:
The great grandmother, who lives in Corton with her son was born in Graaff-Reinet in the Karoo. She attended the Diocesan
School for Girls in Grahamstown before marrying her late husband who was a magistrate. The couple moved frequently for
his work, living in several places in South Africa. During her life, Mrs Key was a keen tennis player and a talented pianist.
She also did charity work.
She still regularly writes to friends in South Africa, is a voracious reader and maintains an interest in the politics of the day
and watching sport. She said she had been fortunate to have good health and had never spent a day in hospital in her life.
Mrs Key moved from South Africa to England to live with her son when she was 99.
We offer our condolences to Mrs Key’s family at this time, but join with them in celebrating her long life and the memories
of her they will hold dear. (Photo of Muriel Key on her 105th birthday)
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EAST CAPE EXPERIENCE
This weekend, while the Grade 8s are on their Outdoor Ed excursion, we will be welcoming a large contingent of Grade
7 girls from schools around the country to our campus. The weekend starts off with a chapel service, and then the girls
are introduced to the area (by being taken to the beach at Kenton), the town (by visiting one of the local restaurants for a
meal) and the campus (by going given a tour and spending the night in the House). They are given a taste of life at DSG –
they attend classes, enjoy music, art and drama, and play various sports. They also find out about boarding, chilling with
the older girls, having the opportunity to ask questions and absorbing the atmosphere.
From past experience, the girls thoroughly enjoy their time with us and we look forward to another fun-filled time with
our visitors.

Girls enjoying the 2017 East Cape Experience

Academic

FRENCH TOUR
In previous letters, you would have read about our
intended tour to France in August this year. Several parents
expressed an interest in their children being part of this
exciting adventure and the girls and boys were keen to visit
the beautiful country of France, learn about the culture
and develop their language skills. However, it has been
decided that in the best interests of all, the tour should
be postponed to August 2019. There are various reasons

for our decision, among which were the opportunity for
parents to have longer to make arrangements and for us
to have more time to prepare the participants so that they
could reap maximum benefit from the tour. All options
were considered and we believe that the right decision has
been made.
We look forward to re-introducing the French tour early in
2019
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The Design exhibition opened this week. On display is our Grade 12 practical year work, themed, ‘Trending the
now’. This work makes up a quarter of the matric’s final Design mark. Along with this is a display of this term’s
Grade 9 architecture projects and Grade 8 paper jewellery and body armour projects. The exhibition will be up
until the end of term for parents to see.

Kesia van der Merwe

Emma Sutherland

Julia Parton

Krista Hill

Julia Kirkpatrick

Kirsten Wishart
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Cultural

EASTER CANTATA 2018

On Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 21 March, the Grahamstown Cathedral was packed with pupils, parents, staff and
Grahamstonians who were there to listen again to the wondrous Easter story of Jesus’ passion and resurrection. The
occasion was the annual SAC/DSG Easter Cantata.
Dean Andrew Hunter welcomed everybody and encouraged us all to be immersed in the words and music and be
taken on a journey of rediscovery of the breadth, width and
height of God’s love.
The music was presented by 188 musicians in total. The
combined Chapel Choirs performed three movements
from The Armed Man; a Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins
accompanied by the Wind Orchestra. They also sang two
movements from the Mozart Requiem accompanied by the
String Orchestra. The String Quartet accompanied Jack Torres (SAC Head Chorister) singing For Behold Darkness shall

Cover the Earth from Handel’s Messiah and the Chamber
Choir presented a Bach Chorale Subdue Us by Thy Goodness
accompanied on piano. This latter piece, combined with the
organ voluntary at the end of the service, Bach’s Prelude
and Fugue in C Minor, allowed us to also (surreptitiously)
celebrate the great composer’s 333rd birthday!
The readings were all taken from the Gospel according to
St John and read by various pupils from the English department. All the singers, musicians, readers and organisers
must be thanked for their superb efforts. Special thanks to
all the Music staff involved and most especially the Choral
Director, Jovan Heynsen, for his vision and industry.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Community Engagement
Sponsored by our local
Sunset Rotary Club, Julia
Murray was selected to be
the DSG representative at
the Rotary Youth Leadership
Camp from Thursday 15 to
Sunday 18 March, which was
held at the Thomas Baines
Nature Reserve. The camp
includes
representatives
drawn from schools from
the Eastern Cape and is
designed to foster initiative
and good leadership. The
outdoor activities included
canoeing, rafting, group
dynamics and orienteering
while the indoor activities
were designed by a group of
psychologists from Rhodes
University on leadership
and stress management.

Two of our Grade
8 girls – Amy
Thompson and
Anna Patterson
– participated in
the East Coast
Highland Dancing Festival in
East London this
past weekend,
with excellent results.
In the Beginner
section,
Anna
was
placed
fourth in two
events and fifth
in one.
In the Novice
section, Amy got
two second, two third and two fourth places and was
overall runner-up for the Highland dancing.

2018 Designer in Residence

Context and concept
design in Architecture
by

Andrew Thomson

who shaped many of our educational buildings
here in Grahamstown
Venue: St Andrew’s College Auditorium
Date: Thursday 22 March
Time: 6 for 6.30pm - 8pm
Wine and snacks available from 6pm
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Sport

First team vs Framesby.
With fixtures across both netball and hockey this past
weekend, the winter sports season has officially begun. It
was a baptism of fire for the netball club as they were up
against Framesby who are arguably the strongest netball
school in the Eastern Cape. The games were all closely
contested and the DSG teams gave a great account of
themselves. In the 1st team match, the DSG girls were
impressive in their first official outing as a team and despite
going down 26-13 they produced some great combinations,
teamwork and showed amazing fighting spirit, which bodes
well for the season ahead.
This weekend sees the netball club travel to East London for
matches against Hudson Park, another tough challenge but
one for which our girls are prepared.
Five of our hockey teams travelled to Graaff-Reinet to take
on both Volkskool and Union High. On Friday afternoon we
won all three of the matches played against Volkskool with

the pick of the results being our 1st team. On the way to a
6-0 victory, Jayme Cunningham and Kirsty McLean scored
two goals each.
On the Saturday, five of our teams played Union High
School with DSG winning four games and losing one. We
congratulate the U14A team which won 6-0, with Josie
Apps scoring an incredible four goals in this match. The 4th
team won 3–0 against the Union High 3rd team with Abigail
Clayton achieving a hat-trick.
In the 1st team match against Union, DSG took a 1-0 lead
midway through the first half, which would prove to be the
deciding goal; despite dominating territory and possession
for the entire match, we could not break through the
resolute Union defence. All-in-all, this was a good result,
overturning last year’s loss and draw in the two matches
played against Union.
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Tarryn Whitfield: 1st in the 70cm Working Hunter
Felicity Burton: 1st in the Working Riding, 2nd in the 70cm
Competition and 60cm Equitation; 3rd in the Cub Hunter
Frances Rowe: 2nd 80cm accumulator and 80cm
Competition
Emily Roodt: 2nd in Dressage
The U14A side which faced Union High.

Beth Rennie: 2nd in 80cm Equitation

On Saturday, our 2nd hockey team remained in Grahamstown
and represented DSG at the SPAR Hockey Festival which
was hosted by Kingswood College. Playing against 1st teams
from six other schools, the team acquitted themselves very
well – two wins, two draws and two losses was a great
return from the day, and the DSG team narrowly missed out
on playing in the final.
All the results from the netball and hockey fixtures are on
the sports portal.

Georgie Gerber: 2nd in 80cm Equitation

Horse riding
In the SANESA show held in Grahamstown this past
weekend a number of our riders again excelled and picked
up a number of awards.
Kei Repapis: 1st in the 80cm Equitation, 80cm Working
Hunter and 1m Accumulator; 3rd in the 80cm Accumulator.

Anna Bradfield: 3rd in Equitation
Hockey Goalkeeping clinic
Simon Mason, a triple Olympian for Great Britain, has been
spending the past few weeks in South Africa running goalkeeping clinics around the country. We were very fortunate
to get him to Grahamstown to run one of his clinics last
Thursday and four DSG keepers attended. In what would
have been typical weather for England, the girls were put
through their paces in a three-hour clinic on the Webster
astro and picked up a lot of great tips and coaching points.
The DSG goalkeeping coach, Caro Da Souza, also attended
and will be able to pass on the information to all the keepers
at DSG over the course of the season.

Hannah Jones: 1st in the 70cm Accumulator and the 70cm
Competition; 3rd in the Working Hunter.
Cate Gerber: 1st in the Open Working Hunter; 2nd in the
Intermediate Equitation
Bella Houghton: 1st in the Prelim 3 Dressage and 3rd in the
80cm Working Hunter

Looking ahead to this weekend, we have our 1st and U16A
netball teams travelling to East London on Thursday to play
Hudson Park, and they then travel to Despatch (a small town
outside Port Elizabeth) for the Despatch netball festival on
Friday and Saturday.

The 2nd hockey team that took part in the SPAR
Hockey Festival.

On Friday, our 1st hockey team is off to East London to play
in the Greg Beling Hockey Festival, and on Saturday we will
send seven netball and seven hockey teams to East London
to play Hudson Park in the derby day fixture. Our U14B
hockey team is off to Port Elizabeth on Saturday to play in
the Alex Road hockey festival. All the fixtures are on the
sports portal.
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As next week is a short week, I would also like to note
that the 1st netball, hockey and squash teams will be
in Johannesburg from next Wednesday to play in the St
Stithians Easter Festival, which is always a highlight on the
calendar. We are always delighted to see lots of DSG parents
and girls coming to support the teams on the Thursday,
Saturday and Monday and hopefully this year will be no
different. Again, the fixtures are on the sports portal.
Finally we are aware that a number of our lower sports

teams have not had much match play yet, but rest assured –
there are internal and Albany leagues from next term which
will offer these teams fixtures on a more regular basis.

U16A

U14A

Regards

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport

The second SAC lawn tennis challenge took place this weekend and event served as a fundraiser for the local Child Welfare
branch. Despite the fact that the tournament couldn’t actually be played on the grass court due to heavy rain on Thursday
and Friday, all the participants played fantastic tennis on the hard courts at DSG. The event saw eight adult and three
College/DSG mixed doubles teams play round robin matches to determine the winners. The SAC/DSG section was won by
James Sparks and Lauren van Coller and the “best dressed” award went to Ignus Potgieter and Mikayla Eksteen.
It was a fantastic weekend of tennis and thanks must go to Mr Wilkinson and his crew for trying their best to prepare the
grass court, as well as to Capital catering and of course, the sponsors, Helspoort Valley Game Farm, Oak Cottage Spar, Pick
and Pay and Harcourts. Without them there would have been no event.

SAC lawn tennis challenge junior best dressed
Mikayla Eksteen and Ignus Potgieter

SAC Lawn tennis challenge junior section all players from left to right Lauren van Coller, James
Sparks, Mikayla Eksteen, Ignus Potgieter, Lauren
Poole and Jordan van der Meulen
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling andEN
Cambridge
(away)
AVANT
Luden Cup

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC
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Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts

