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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG

Metamorphoses, our joint school production, is underway with two performances already under our belt. By
all accounts, our Drama department has once again produced something that is spectacular and seats for the
remaining two nights are all booked out. I await my viewing on Thursday night with eager anticipation. The
cast is tired, as are the producer and director, but they are also proud and satisfied; they have worked hard
and given up many weekends and evenings and it has all been worth it.
Yesterday, our san was inundated with girls wanting to go there to catch up on sleep. While there are
always one or two girls for whom this is an option (due to specific considerations), the many girls asking for
exemptions from class indicates a worrying trend. I am a firm supporter of Regina Brett’s advice in her book,
God Never Blinks: ‘No matter how you feel, get up, dress up, show up and never give up’.
We need to teach our young people that they are infinitely stronger and more resilient than they at first
presume and that they are fully capable of getting through the tougher, busier days or weeks, especially with
thorough preplanning and the right attitude. The lessons learnt on The Journey are exceptionally valuable but
they need constant reinforcement from us in the years that follow.
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Each year, the girls write to me from
Journey while on Solo. I would like to
share with you some extracts from these
letters that illustrate the importance of a
good attitude and of resilience:
I have learnt quite a few lessons over the
past nine days: 1. Mind-set over Gradient
– the difficulty of the hike has little to do
with the gradient and more to do with the
mind-set and attitude on that particular
day…
Journey has been amazing and a great
way to know oneself. You discover who
you are, what you believe in, your mental
strength …
What has struck me most is the mental
component of Journey. There is no use being the fittest person in the group and having a negative outlook.
What I’ve learnt in the past nine days isn’t only how strong I am physically, but how strong I am as a person
and that if I can hike Angel in the snow, then there is nothing in the world that I cannot do.
I have noticed how much a person that struggles physically can do if they have the drive, determination and
other people’s support.
I have learnt to persevere and that everything that’s hard needs to be looked at in a positive light. In the end
doing this will get you the furthest.
Journey has, this far, taught me … the true meaning of perseverance.
I’ve noticed that your mind gives up long before your body.
There have been some tough times where I didn’t know if I could do it but looking back on these few days has
given me a huge sense of achievement and taught me that I really can do anything I put my mind to.
There are many realisations the girls have shared with me in these letters which I hope to communicate with
you in the future. For now, let us come together as adults to guide our girls through times where the work or
commitments seem insurmountable. Let us encourage them to pre-plan but also to tackle one day at a time; to
be positive and to believe in themselves and lastly, to be outward looking in their focus.
Sadly, there have already been two alcohol-related incidences this term resulting in serious consequences. We
are determined to work hard at maintaining a substance-free campus and we will respond very strongly to girls
bringing alcohol or any substances onto our campus. Having said this, I really feel for the girls: they are given
mixed messages by adults regarding alcohol despite enormous physiological evidence of how dangerous its usage
is for the brain that is not fully developed. I attach two articles for your interest. The first is on the pressure on
parents to permit underage drinking and the second is entitled, The Grim Neurology of Teenage Drinking.
https://doingdrugs-darta.blogspot.co.za/2018/02/why-do-parents-make-decision-to-let.html?m=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/04/health/04teen.html
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Visit from NASA Scientist

Ms Lindsay Davy, Amy Hamilton, Vuyo Motsilili, Sarah de la Harpe with Dr Anne Verbiscer from NASA
Dr Anne Verbiscer, a scientist from NASA, spent Monday
and Tuesday at St Andrew’s College and DSG, addressing
science classes and each school as a whole. Dr Verbiscer
is an Associate Research Professor in the Department of
Astronomy at the University of Virginia and she worked with
data from the Cassini Mission exploration of Saturn from
2007 until it ended in September 2017. She is currently
working on the science team for the New Horizons mission,
which is exploring the Pluto system and Kuiper Belt beyond.
In her address to the school, Dr Verbiscer told the story of
how the New Horizons mission has revealed details about
the surface of Pluto and its moons.
The space craft, having orbited Pluto is now continuing
towards the Kuiper Belt beyond Pluto and is due to pass
the Kuiper Belt Object named MU69 on 1 January 2019, to
reveal more about this planetary body and its surface.

In the senior science classes, Dr Verbiscer told the story of
the Cassini mission and how she became involved when
water plumes from geysers in fissures on Saturn’s moon
Enceladus were observed. Dr Verbiscer visited junior
science classes to answer questions.
Dr Verbiscer was accompanied by Sam Chevalier (OA 2008,
Merriman). Sam met Dr Verbiscer when they travelled to
Patagonia in 2017 to document the planetary event called
a stellar occulation, when MU69 passed in front of a distant
star, blocking its light from us. Sam wanted the boys and girls
to hear Dr Verbiscer’s stories and discover that science could
provide adventure and opportunity beyond the laboratory.
We are very grateful to Sam for initiating this visit and
introducing Dr Verbiscer to us and to Dr Verbiscer for her
time and enthusiasm in addressing so many groups.
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Senior Interhouse Maths Competition

The winning Espin team

Merriman House wrestling with a problem

The relay component of the senior interhouse Maths competition was held on Tuesday evening in the D&T Centre.
Each House entered a team of four pupils – two from Grade 10 and two from Grade 11 – to vie for the coveted
title of interhouse Maths champions. Teams not only had to contend with the “out-of-the-box” nature of the
Olympiad-style questions, they also had to think carefully about team strategy and distribution of workload, all
done under constant pressure of time. The winning House for the relay component of the competition was Espin.

SIMS Parent Portal
During 2018 the school has been implementing a new
school administration system, SIMS. This includes a new
parent portal, SIMS Parent, which has both a web and
mobile app interface for parents. Your child’s end-of-term
reports will be issued through SIMS Parent, and as a parent
you therefore need to enrol into SIMS Parent to download
reports.
On Friday 9 March you will have received an email to your
parent email address
on record with a link
to enrol into SIMS
Parent. If you have
already enrolled as a
Prep parent in 2017,
you will already have
access to SIMS Parent.
For a full description
of the process, along
with troubleshooting
steps, please visit our
website :
http://www.dsgschool.com/links-for-parents/parent-portal/

What can you do through SIMS Parent?
–
–
–

Access and update your contact details, so we 		
always have the most up-to-date information in 		
case of emergency
Access your child’s school reports. Historical reports
will be loaded in due course.
Receive notifications to remind you about important
information and key dates for your diary
– View information such as
timetable, attendance
and achievements
– Access the school term
dates and contact details at
the click of a button
– If you have more than one
child at school, you’ll
have access to information
for all your children,
from the same interface.

For more information senior school parents can contact
Margie McLeod m.mcleod@dsgschool.com

Roy Hobson
Head: ICT
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Cultural

Dance open day
On Saturday 10 March, DSG Dance held its first open day.
Supporters were invited to attend a demonstration by
senior ballet and contemporary dance students showing
what they have been working on this term.
The audience was treated to a display of challenging technical
exercises at the ballet barre, centre practice including quick

Allegro, classical and neo-classical variations, as well as
contemporary work containing elements of virtuoso, coordination and speed.
The students of the Advanced 1 Ballet, Intermediate Ballet,
Preliminary Contemporary and Elementary Contemporary
classes acquitted themselves well in putting their work on
display. Girls were well-groomed for the occasion and the
poise in the room was both beautiful and inspiring. Well
done, Girls!
Much work still lies ahead as we continue work on meeting
the demands of the ballet and contemporary syllabi and
we are also already beginning to prepare for our Dance
production to be held during the John Axe Arts Week in
Term 3.
Persistence in pursuit!

Ms Kuschi Openshaw
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SENIOR OPEN CONCERT
While the String Orchestra diligently and industriously
rehearsed their Easter Cantata music in the Music School
auditorium, the Open Concert once again gravitated to the
beautiful DSG Chapel. What a joy it was! From the elegant

and controlled unaccompanied Bach for Cello performed by
Ben Terry through to the sophisticated and virtuosic three
French Suite Dances on Piano performed with great aplomb
and effortlessness by Emily Morgan.
Notable contributions were also made by Justin Stoddart,
Zoya Manana, Nceba Mtshemla, Noa Pitcher, Indipile
Ndamase and Erin Powers. The inimitable Angela Volschenk
performed a piano piece but also sang her way into our
hearts with a luscious Holy City by Adams. All in all, a relaxing
and pleasant way to end a hectic RAP day. Well done to all
the performers.

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture

Angela Volschenk

2018 Designer in Residence

Context and concept
design in Architecture
by

Erin Powers

Andrew Thomson

who shaped many of our educational buildings
here in Grahamstown
Venue: St Andrew’s College Auditorium
Date: Thursday 22 March
Time: 6 for 6.30pm - 8pm
Wine and snacks available from 6pm

Emily Morgan
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Easter Cantata
The Diocesan School for Girls and St Andrew’s College
invite you to join them for a contemplative service of worship that explores the
Easter message through words and music.

TUESDAY 20 March and WEDNESDAY 21 March
at 19H00 in the CATHEDRAL
This contemplative service of worship, which incorporates music from composers
such as Bach, Handel, Karl Jenkins and Mozart among others, helps us to
focus on the most significant event in the Church year – Christ’s passion and
resurrection. The music will be interspersed by thought-provoking readings taken
from the bible and other sources.

All Grahamstonians Welcome
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Matric Dance

Last Saturday afternoon, the houses were abuzz with
excitement as the matrics started their preparations for
the much-anticipated DSG Matric Dance of 2018. The girls
spent time with their families in the houses transforming
themselves for their special evening.
Meanwhile, the Grade 8 mentees were sent across campus
in an array of delightful costumes to fetch the girls’ dates.
Lining the path between the two schools, the rest of the
school, along with parents and interested friends, watched
as the glamorous couples gathered and proceeded to

the cocktail party around the DSG fountain. The official
photographs of the matric class in their beautiful white
dresses were taken after which the couples proceeded to
the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall that had been transformed
into a Forest Fantasy by the Dance Committee. A magical
evening with accents of gold and green against a crisp white
background set the scene for the evening of speeches,
entertainment, delicious food and hours of dancing. The
class of 2018 looked spectacular and will no doubt have
many special memories of the evening to share with each
other in times to come.
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Community Engagement
Congratulations to Leigh Saywood who has attained the Bronze level of the President’s Award

Sincere and grateful thanks to the numerous
members of our community who donated to
The Diocesan School for Girls
in 2017.
Support in the form of gifts, time and service
contribute to the sustainability of our
wonderful schools, thereby enabling the
current and future generations of girls to
enjoy this unique learning experience.

To view the extent of the philanthropic
generosity expressed in 2017, please view
our 2017 Donor Report HERE.
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Sport

DSG U14 hockey team at the Woodridge Festival
As mentioned last week, we have been holding hockey and
netball trials this week in preparation for the first official
matches for a number of our teams this weekend.

girls and staff taking part for a good cause (proceeds go to
Hospice), it will be another well-supported DSG community
event.

Our nine netball teams heading to Framesby in Port Elizabeth
could have a bit of a baptism of fire, as Framesby is one of
the strongest netball schools in the Eastern Cape. However,
in previous years we have always given a good account of
ourselves in this fixture, and am sure that this year will be
no different. It also coincides with the St Andrew’s rugby
fixture against Framesby so it should be a good day out in
Port Elizabeth for our family of schools.

Over the past week there has been plenty on the go:
Shaelyn Walker competed in the 1km Ocean Series in Port
Elizabeth this past Sunday, where she placed fourth out of
the 26 women competing.

Five hockey teams are off to Graaff-Reinet, three of which
are travelling up on Friday to play Volkskool before taking
on Union on Saturday.
We also are looking forward to the annual Makana Brick
8 km Nite Race today (Wednesday). With over 40 DSG

A young DSG 1st tennis team (with no matrics) took part
in the Selborne/Clarendon mixed doubles tournament last
weekend. Partnering with St Andrew’s College we played
matches against the hosts, as well as Grey/Collegiate,
Pearson, Kingswood and a Merrifield invitational team. The
team played well to win three out of their five matches and
ended fourth in the tournament out of the six teams that
took part – a great result for the girls in this inexperienced
team who can be very proud of their performance and
behaviour.
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Kendal Rose: overall women’s winner of the
Makana Brick Nite Race

Emily McLean who came second in the race.

Kristin du Plessis and Zoë Vermaak

Monique du Toit

Morgan du Plessis and Georgina Schaefer
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Erin Powers participated in the U14 girls’ division of the
Bloemfontein Squash Open held over half-term. Erin
ended in seventh position which is now her national age
group
ranking.
This is a fantastic
achievement for
Erin and she has
a bright squash
future ahead of
her.
Erin also showed
her diversity by
representing the
Sarah
Baartman
district in the
Eastern
Cape
schools athletics
meeting last week
where she finished
fourth in the girls Erin Powers at the Eastern Cape
U14 shotput.
schools athletics meeting.

15 March 2018

We mentioned last week that we wrapped up the water
polo season with the traditional fixture against Kingswood
in our aquatic centre on Wednesday, where the 1st team
secured a memorable victory. More water polo news is that
the teams for Eastern Province for the national tournament
in April have been announced and we congratulate the
following girls who have been selected:
EP U18A: Shaylen Ackermann and Erin Jarvis
EP U18B: Phoebe Elliott and Jayme Cunningham
Mr Mark Evans is the head coach of the U18A team.
We also extend our congratulations to Shaylen Ackermann
who has just returned from representing South Africa U17B
at the CANA Cup in Durban where they finished as runners
up.

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport

The DSG 1st and U14A hockey teams played in their
respective opening weekend festivals at Collegiate and
Woodridge this past weekend. The games were played in a
shortened format, and both teams returned unbeaten from
their festivals, which bodes well for the season ahead. The
1st hockey team had to navigate through the matric dance
challenges as well and on Saturday morning, nine matrics
left the festival to start their preparation for their matric
dance. Six new players were brought in for the 1st team and
did very well, holding full-strength Woodridge and Union
teams to 1-1 and 0-0 draws respectively.
Nineteen DSG girls attended the Eastern Province U16
hockey trials held on Sunday at Collegiate.
The first round of EP squash trials were also held on Sunday,
with a number of DSG squash players attending.

The College and DSG 1st Tennis Teams took part in the Selborne/Clarendon Mixed Doubles Tournament
over the weekend
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling andEN
Cambridge
(away)
AVANT
Luden Cup

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC
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Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts

