DSG
Newsletter Term 1 # 5 | 15 February 2018

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
At a Parent’s Information evening in Cape Town on Tuesday night, the heavens opened and it rained! Our hosts were Ross
and Jax Hickey who, with the Cape Town parent’s committee, had gone to immense trouble to ensure that prospective
parents and pupils were warmly welcomed and graciously hosted. In so doing, they had set up wonderful food and drink
tables outside. Despite this, when the rain literally bucketed down, they celebrated – people hugged one another and
many said quiet prayers of thanks.
News the next day reported of Capetonians leaving their cars and dancing in the downpour and many at home rushing
outside with buckets and all manner of containers to harvest the water. The drought in Cape Town is critical and the
situation will not change without regular rain over a prolonged time, but it has taught its citizens what is really important
in life.
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At the information evening, a prospective parent approached me and asked pertinent questions around how DSG copes
with what he referred to as the ‘me generation’ and its sense of entitlement. He had visited a number of schools and was
despondent at the values being espoused. I quickly weighed in with a response that DSG was not immune to societal and
generational trends but that we are very clear on what we stand for and to what we hold fast.
At DSG, there are deep roots that help us to navigate modern trends that could threaten our values system. We are a Church
school and our mission and vision is to foster values of humility, kindness, compassion, integrity, consideration and hard
work, amongst others. Boarding assists in developing these values because when living in community, girls quickly learn to
be considerate and kind and also that they cannot ‘go it alone’. Girls need one another and friendships are treasured. They
learn daily what is really important in life.
I have saved some of the letters written by girls while on their Grade 10 Journey and I shall share extracts from them with
you over time. They speak of young people realising the value of our limited resources on earth, of the daily comforts they
have and take for granted and of regular, tasty meals. They also comment on and celebrate the realization they come to
that they are infinitely stronger than they ever imagined themselves to be and that often the strongest friendships are
shaped through the investment of time in giving support and encouragement in times of adversity.
Last week, our deputy head girl, Avia Repapis, completed her project entitled #100daysofhappiness. She says that she
challenged herself to find at least one thing every day that made her happy. She says, Life catches up with you and there’s
less and less time to appreciate the moment you are in and appreciate the happiness that surrounds it. So I made it my
mission to notice the small, ‘insignificant’ things because that’s where the true beauty of life lies and you have to start
somewhere, right? Avia has celebrated sunsets, brushing her teeth, making pancakes, friendships, watching series, etc.
She has spread joy among the girls in her grade, in the House and at DSG. Well done, Avia!
Kind regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
The Term 1 parent–teachers meetings will be held on Thursday 1 March from 8:00 – 10:00 at
DSG, Worcester Street.
On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Thursday 22 February and close at 16:00 on Tuesday 27
February.
An email will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book meetings with your
daughter’s teachers.

Careers Day
Our annual Careers Day will take place on Wednesday
7 March from 14:00 to 17:15. We invite representatives
from universities, gap year organisations, tertiary
training institutions and many other career services
to come to the school and offer information to young
people about career options.

Grahamstown calendar and this year we are expecting
about 900 Grade 11 and 12 pupils (and parents) from
many of the schools in the area to visit the campus to
explore ideas about their futures.
More information will be disseminated closer to the
time.

Our Careers Day is now an essential feature on the

Scenes from Careers Day 2017
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HISTORY
We have recently heard that Ms Morgan Collins, one of the History teachers and Deputy
Housemistress of Merriman, has been awarded her Master’s degree with distinction from Rhodes
University. Congratulations, Ms Collins!

GEOGRAPHY
The Grade 9 girls were taken out to “play” in the long
jump pit for Geography. They have been learning
about contours and landforms and how to identify
them on a map in class. So this week, they were given
the opportunity to actually build and see the structures in reality. They had so much fun learning outdoors!
On Friday 9 February the Grade 11 Geography
students spent their double lesson doing a walking
tour of Grahamstown.
The purpose of the lesson was to cover the concepts
of urban Geography that will come up during the

year and more specifically in the Matric syllabus. The
tour focused on several aspects such as the changing use of land within the Grahamstown context – an
excellent example of residential areas being transformed into business areas was seen along African
Street – the concept of Façadism and the impact of
the construction of Pepper Grove Mall on businesses
in High Street.
The hard work was rewarded with the opportunity to
buy a milk shake on the way home, given that it was
another scorching hot day, as we tend to experience
in February.
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Cultural

VALENTINE’S SENIOR OPEN CONCERT
The second offering of the concert
season took place on Wednesday
evening with the Valentine’s Day
Senior Open Concert.
All music lovers were in attendance
and there was standing room only
outside a packed auditorium on a
stormy and hot evening. The String
Orchestra began in ‘Strictly Come
Dancing’ fashion with two ballroom
dancers appearing behind them
while they played Christina Perri’s
A Thousand Years.
The newly formed Brass Sextet
announced the beginning of the
Chamber Music programme by
performing a short and sweet Rondo
by Susato. Emily Morgan blew
everybody away with her beautifully
expressive and technically brilliant
Presto by Haydn. Other highlights
included: Olivia Wright’s elegant
performance of Neil Young’s
Harvest Moon and Kieron Baart’s
own composition entitled Master
Radagast which paid tribute to the
Blues canon.
Zach Micklewright (a new boy in
Grade 8) surprised everybody with
his controlled virtuosity on the flute
and quite a few love songs were
sung by various soloists as well as
the two choirs in attendance.
There were six winners of lucky
draw prizes and thanks must go
to sponsors: Paul Ladds from
the SAC Tuck Shop, Jeanine
Rado from Bouquet, Jenny Gird
from Haricots, and Marinda
Stevens from Café D’Vine. Also
many thanks to all who supported
so generously.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music
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VALENTINE’S DAY

It is always good to have celebrations to interrupt the
monotony of our normal day-to-day routines (not that
life at DSG is ever monotonous!) and this week the
abundance of the colour red and the hearts around
the school have certainly brought a sense of fun and
enjoyment as we celebrated Valentine’s Day.
On Saturday evening, the Grade 8 and 9 girls from
DSG entertained the St Andrew’s College Grades 8
and 9 boys at a Valentine’s social. The evening was a
great success and seems to have been enjoyed by all.
Because Grades 8 and 9 do not share classes with the
boys, such socials offer an opportunity to meet others
in a relaxed, congenial setting.
During assembly on Tuesday, the Chamber Choir
performed for the school and received a standing
ovation from the girls. Feedback received was that this
was a most beautiful performance.

themed supper after an impressive Valentine’s Day
concert in the Music School.
In amidst the fun and celebration, other traditions that
are part of DSG life were taking place.
On Tuesday, being Shrove Tuesday (the day before
Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lent period), we
held the traditional pancake races in the Senior and
Junior Schools. Eating pancakes the day before Lent
starts is an ancient Church tradition, rooted in the idea
that people should feast on this day in preparation for
the period of fasting during Lent.
The format differs in the two schools but basically, in
this interhouse, fun event, teams race against each
other while carrying pancakes in frying pans. The
girls have to negotiate some obstacles while flipping
the pancakes with the whole school cheering on their
Houses. Congratulations to winners - Knowling House.

On Wednesday evening, the girls had a red-and-white
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Pancake race winners - Knowling House.
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Ash Wednesday – Imposition of Ashes Service
One of the traditional services that we participate in as
a school is the ancient Imposition of Ashes service for
Ash Wednesday. At DSG we hold separate services
for the Senior School and the Junior School as the
message to these respective groups has to be age
appropriate.
As a school we acknowledged the truth from Ephesians
where Paul reminds us that we are all sinners – each
and every one of us! During the Junior School service
we were reminded that the people of Israel were led
by God to bring an unblemished animal as a sacrifice
to the Lord. It was the blood and the burnt ashes of
this animal that symbolised their atonement. We no
longer bring sacrifices to the temple, or to the church,
because Jesus Christ died for us as a once-and-for-all
sacrifice for our sins.
The palm crosses made for Palm Sunday last year are
burned and the ashes are prepared and imposed on
our foreheads to symbolically remind us that we are
made new and redeemed by the Cross of Christ – his
death for our forgiveness. Both services were beautiful
and special but the gorgeous singing of the Junior
School made their service extraordinary.

Father Rob with the Junior School girls after their Ash Wednesday service.
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Sport
We are half way through February, and while it may
seem that we have only just got into our stride with
the summer sports programme, we are now galloping
towards the end of the season with the interhouse
swimming gala less than two weeks away.
The coming weeks will see much action, and ‘whatson’ in this week’s letter is an example of how varied the
options available to our girls are:
On Wednesday:
•
•
•

•
•

Port Elizabeth against Alexander Road HS and
Pearson (fixtures are on the sports portal) with
a number of our teams travelling through.
The horse riders are also in action over the
weekend in the Valentine’s Show at the
Grahamstown Riding Club
On Sunday there is the River Mile at Bushmans
River: with over 70 girls signed up, it again
promises to be a wonderful day.

Looking ahead to next week, our girls will be involved
in:

The athletics team was in Port Elizabeth
yesterday (Wednesday) for an Eastern
Province athletics meeting;
The basketball teams took on some of St
Andrew’s College teams
Our water polo league enters its last round of
fixtures for the season.

On Thursday:
•

The 2nd water polo team departs for a tour to
Knysna to play in the Oakhill Chukka: this is a
unique event in that it is played in the lagoon at
the Knysna water front.

•
•
•
•
•
•
Over the weekend:
•

•
•

On Friday and Saturday we look forward to
welcoming the squash players of Clarendon,
Collegiate, Kingswood, Queenstown Girls High
School and VG to our campus when we host
the annual Dave Hodgson Squash Festival.
There is a 2nd team tennis fixture against
Queenstown GHS on Friday,
On Saturday we have a water polo derby day in

interhouse water polo matches on Wednesday,
the tennis team tour to Stellenbosch,
an away water polo derby vs East London
schools
tennis vs Port Alfred HS and Kingswood,
more athletics,
East Cape basketball championships being
hosted by Kingswood.

I’m sure you feel out of breath just reading about all the
action and we in the sports office are really kept on our
toes with the organisation of all the sporting events and
the necessary logistics of transport, meals, etc. We
tend to become so busy with the day-to-day, handson management required that the urgent tends to
take precedence over the important. Please bear with
us if you have sent a mail or a request to the sports
department recently and have yet to hear from us. We
will get back to you as soon as we can.
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Next week we will be asking the girls to sign up for their
winter sport. Girls in Grades 8, 9 and 10 must play one
team sport – hockey or netball – but can sign up for
both, if they so wish. Sport is still compulsory for Grade
11 and 12 girls, but they do not have to do a team sport
and may choose one of the ‘lifestyle’ sports on offer
– tennis, squash, trail running, road running, social
fitness, Pilates or Step (The latter two are offered on
the campus but are for the parents’ account).
Some reports from the week past as follows:

Collegiate, we ended in second place in our pool. The
quarter final match against Pearson was an incredibly
exciting match and the result was decided on the last
shot of a penalty shootout. We were on the wrong side
of this, so missed a place in the top four. The team
bounced back to win their remaining games and finish
fifth. Overall a successful and enjoyable tour for this
relatively inexperienced team which is showing great
improvements every time they take to the water.

Water polo

Athletics

There were three teams away over the weekend on
tours around the Eastern Cape. The DSG 1st and U16A
teams participated in the annual Alex Road water polo
festival in Port Elizabeth. Of the ten matches the 1st
team played, they won eight, drew one and lost one.
The U16As played nine matches, winning eight of
these with just the one loss. Fantastic results for both
sides!

The Makana athletics trials were held at PJ Olivier here
in Grahamstown on Thursday and Saturday last week
with outstanding results from the DSG contingent.
The following girls placed in the various events:
U14:
•
•
•
•

Erin Powers won both the shotput and the
discus, and placed second in the javelin.
Debbie Armitage finished second in the high
jump.
Jamie Campbell won the 100m and the 400m
and
Megan du Plessis won the 200m

U15
•
•
•

Jane Dixie won the shot put and finished
second in the long jump,
Sarah de la Harpe finished second in the
javelin,
Indipile Ndamase placed third in the shot put.

U17
The U14A team travelled to East London to take part in
the Jason Murray water polo tournament. After a good
win against Stirling and Merrifield and a narrow loss to

•
•
•
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Ivana Stevens placed second in the javelin and
third in the discus
Emma Davidson won the high jump,
Emma Mulcahy and Duki Sonuga tied for first
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•

place in the long jump.
Chiara Williams-Wynn placed second in the
200m and third in the 100m.
Emily McLean won the 400m and the 800m

•

•

U19
•

Asemahle Mnqojana won the high jump and
the long jump.

Shaelyn Walker won the 200m backstroke
and finished second in the 50m backstroke
and 400m freestyle in the ‘Girls 13 and Under’
division.
Cally Still placed second in the 100m freestyle
in the same division.

In separate swimming news we celebrate Shaelyn
Walker’s provincial selection to the Nelson Mandela
Bay aquatics team to partake in the Open Water
Nationals in Jeffreys Bay next month.
In assembly on Tuesday we congratulated the captains
of the various 1st teams for the current season – some
of whom have been in place since the end of last year,
and some of whom have only recently been appointed. They joined Mr Wright on stage and collected their
captain’s badges.

Athletics – Kendal Rose
Basketball – Peo Ramokgopa
Horse Riding – Emily Roodt
Squash – Diana Dixie
Swimming

Swimming – Tayla Kapp

In the sixth A league gala held in Port Elizabeth over
the weekend,
•
•

Tennis – Jenny Du Toit
Water Polo – Erin Jarvis

Toni Rafferty picked up four 1st places in the
‘Girls 16 and Under’ division: the 50m, 100m
and 200m backstroke and the 100m freestyle.
Courtney Repinz in the ‘Girls 14 and Under’
division also won four races: the 100m, 200m,
400m freestyle and the 100m butterfly, with
a Junior National qualifying time in the 200m
freestyle.

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport
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Community Engagement
Congratulations to the following
girls on their President’s awards
Bronze Awards:
Georgie Brunette
Nicola Mason
Sascha Van der Merwe
Lucy Schlebusch
Silver Award:
Nina Owen-Jones

Sascha Van der Merwe

Georgie Brunette

Nicola Mason

Lucy Schlebusch

Nina Owen-Jones

Edulink Roadshow
The International Edulink Roadshow will be presenting in Centenary Hall on Monday 19 February at 3pm.
The February International Edulink Road Show presents leading Universities, Foundation Pathways and
Medical Schools from all over the world.
Universities will be attending from the following countries – UK, USA, Grenada, Canada, Netherlands, Hungary,
Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Denmark, Finland, China, North Cyprus, Australia, New Zealand and Mauritius.
The event draws some of the most highly ranked Universities in the world as well as a number of affordable
options, plus a variety of scholarships.
Five Medical Schools will be attending from Grenada, UK, Hungary, Poland and China
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling andEN
Cambridge
(away)
AVANT
Luden Cup

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC
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Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts
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