DSG
Newsletter Term 1 # 4 | 8 February 2018

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I have enjoyed being back at school after my week away in Johannesburg. The girls are in good spirits but we are getting
reports that they are feeling exhausted. This is a normal pattern of lethargy that tends to creep in once the euphoria of a
new year, and new grade and reconnecting with friends has dissipated. The intense heat we experience at this time of the
year also contributes to the tiredness. Despite this, I have great faith in the resilience and bounce-back-ability of our girls
and have already seen signs of this around the school.
On Tuesday, I was privileged to participate in the Espin site handover to the contractors. This is the beginning of the last
boarding house upgrade which has two phases to it. Phase 1 consists of the building of a new wing which will include
extended common room space with more windows for natural light; some ‘chill’ spaces and an additional 14 beds in twobed dorms to ensure that Grade 11s are no longer in bigger dorms. The additional wing will mirror the wings extending
from Merriman and Knowling. Phase 1 will be completed before the start of Term 3 to ensure that the Matrics will have
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time to enjoy their new wing and so that they will not be disrupted by builders over their Finals.
There is no plan to increase numbers in Espin and Phase 2 will begin in January 2019 to decongest dorms, renovate
bathrooms, move student assistants into the House and create day-girl space. I am delighted that we are so close to
reaching our brand promise in all our boarding houses and hope that you will bear with us during this building phase.
Another project on the horizon is the building of a Maths department extending out from Josie Wood towards the Music
School. This geographically-central building will accommodate the entire Mathematics department across DSG and St
Andrew’s College thereby allowing for greater collaboration and the sharing of best practice among our Mathematics
teachers. We have no doubt that this will enhance teaching and learning in this sphere. It is our hope that we will start this
project within the next two years but it is still dependent on additional fundraising.
Lastly, we are beginning the process of naming the Grade 8 House and will be sending out information about this. I
encourage you to read about the process to be followed and to participate in our endeavours.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic
The following academic awards were made in Assembly this week, based on the 2017 results:
Merit Award for Academic Achievement in Grade 8:

Tayla Barrett
Jemma Boonzaier
Chelsea Cordner
Savannah Coventry
Sarah De la Harpe
Jane Dixie

Kristen Foster
Amy Fowlds
Enya Kemp
Rebecca Millard
Vuyo Motsilili

Jessica Ovendale
Olivia Price
Rachel Stevenson
Ané Strydom
Nicola Voges

Merit Award for Academic Achievement in Grade 9:
Kelby Barker
Lilliza Bijleveld
Olivia De Kock
Mikayla Eksteen

Sienna Evans
Kate Long
Leah Micklewright
Oyama Mzayidume

Torva Sharwood
Ivana Stevens
Lucy Ter Morshuizen
Yonelani Tini

Merit Award for Academic Achievement in Grade 10:
Sage Cawse
Saffron Gifford
Emily Morgan
Julia Murray

Nina Owen-Jones
Genevieve Powell
Lucy Schlebusch
Sarah Stevenson

Merit Award with Half Colours for Academic Achievement
For Grade 8 and 9:

For Grade 9 and 10:

Lilliza Bijleveld
Olivia De Kock
Mikayla Eksteen
Sienna Evans
Leah Micklewright
Oyama Mzayidume
Olivia Riley
Torva Sharwood
Ivana Stevens

Saffron Gifford
Nina Owen-Jones
Genevieve Powell
Sarah Stevenson

Merit Award with Colours for Academic Achievement in Grade 11
Kate Allanson
Kathryn Basson
Alanna Brown
Cassandra Bush
Grace Christie

Jennifer Du Toit
Julia Kirkpatrick
Kate McMaster
Tulsi Patel
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Merit Award with Academic Honours in Grade 11

Lucia Opperman

Kelly-Anne Shaw

Emma Brockwell

Julia Parton

Caroline Shuter

Caroline Cotton

Nicola Ralston

Teagan Thompson

Sasha Domnick

Avia Repapis

Milly Wang

Caydn Barker
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ELEVATE WORKSHOPS
On Tuesday the Grade 10 and 11 girls attended the
Study Sensei workshop presented by young, dynamic
presenters from the company Elevate.
Elevate does research around the world on what sets
top performing students apart from their peers and
they use this information to design workshops to share
tips to enhance students’ study skills.

The levels included (from the bottom up) learning,
mastering and creating. Many girls realised that they
had not even considered the creating level as being so
important. This involves independent learning where
they read more widely or engage at a deeper level with
a topic, looking at arguments and counter arguments
or fresh quotes that will make them stand out from the
crowd when their exam scripts are being marked.

The Study Sensei workshop introduced the girls to a
three-tiered hierarchy giving numerous practical tips
on how the girls could improve their work and study
habits at all three levels.

But even at the most fundamental level, the girls
learned that by making small changes to how they
learn and how they engage with material they could
improve on their current marks. This workshop was invaluable and the girls who put the time and effort into
implementing what they learned will reap the rewards.
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Design & Technology
Some of the Grade 8s were presented with a design and technology challenge that seemed impossible: to
build a bridge capable of supporting as large a load as possible, spanning 1.2 m without being supported from
below, from only
•
•
•

seven pieces of thin pine laths one metre long,
17 nails, and
six metres of string.

Several of the bridges constructed by the class were capable of supporting the weight of a member of their
group and some were even capable of supporting the very large load of their teacher. Doing what seems
impossible is also a huge amount of fun, and the class learned a little about teamwork and structural strength
too.
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Life Sciences
The Grade 12 Life Sciences pupils
recently went on a field trip to Kenton. The purpose of the trip was to
give the Grade 12s hands-on experience of some the population
sampling and profiling techniques
covered in the Population Ecology
section of the matric syllabus. The
intertidal zone at the Kenton beach
was perfect for this exercise as the
learners were able to get some
practical experience of the techniques and at the same time were
able to enjoy finding out more about
the unusual plant and animal species of the rocky shore. We were
blessed with perfect weather for a
beach outing making the morning
not only a worthwhile educational
experience but also an extremely
pleasant one.
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DSG Life

During the first two weeks of the year, the new Grade 8s are clearly identifiable: they wear the old bashers, pigtails in their hair and gyms without girdles.
At the end of two weeks, the school is entertained by the new girls in the traditional New Pots Concert. The concert was held on Friday evening, and from all accounts, much fun was had by all. There would probably have
been very little for the Drama department’s talent scouts to get excited about, but every girl participated in a
non-stressful, non-demanding environment.
After the ‘New Pots’ concert, a formal ceremony of induction is held in the chapel, whereby all new girls to the
school are officially welcomed as members of the DSG community in a moving ceremony during which they light
candles, symbolising the start of the journey ahead, and sign the register.
This service took place during the chapel period on Tuesday. During the ceremony, the head girl, Kathryn
Basson, asked the new girls to make certain promises of allegiance to the school, and Fr Rob lead the school
in prayer. The girls signed the register then lit candles and processed out of the chapel, symbolising the journey
ahead at the school. At the end of the matric year, the girls will once again light candles, which they will then blow
out, symbolising the end of their journey.
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THE WELLNESS CENTRE
In what must perhaps be unique to schools in South Africa, DSG has developed a state-of-the-art Wellness
Centre. Situated across the road from the main campus and next to the Grade 8 House, the centre comprises
a bright, cheerful san, a consulting room for the visiting doctors and accommodation for both nursing sisters. As
well as this, a physiotherapist has her practice in the centre and our two psychologists – counselling and educational – are situated here.

Jane Jarvis and Mandy Thacker.
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Community Engagement
During the holidays, DSG hosted a six-day English
camp for 25 children from the Good Shepherd School.
During the morning they had English lessons in DSG
classrooms. This was followed by a fun time with Hobbiton instructors who played games with them and
gave a swimming lesson.
English lessons were presented by students from The
Acorn Institute who were learning to teach English as
a second language (TEFL). Most of these students go
on to teach English overseas.

As usual, the DSG girls volunteered their services at
the annual Holy Cross Fair on Saturday where they
helped with face painting, serving tea and entertaining
children. The Holy Cross School is an Anglican school
established by the monks from the order of the Holy
Cross at the uMariaUMama wa Themba Monastery
out on the Highlands road just outside Grahamstown.
During the week, the girls were involved with their
weekly activities of visiting the Little Flower pre-school
on Wednesday and helping at the SPCA on Tuesday
and Thursday.
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Cultural

MUSIC SCHOLARS’ CONCERT
The challenges facing a Music department like ours
are numerous but the two major ones are quantity and quality. We are fairly confident that with our
choirs bursting at the seams, orchestras overflowing
and practice rooms often oversubscribed, we have the
quantity sorted.
The pursuit of excellence is more difficult to measure and achieve. In an attempt to raise standards
across the board, we instituted a Music Scholarship
programme and the first recipients arrived last year in
the form of Asive Ngcebetsha (violin) and Emily Morgan (piano and clarinet). They were joined this year

by Kayla van Staden (clarinet and saxophone), Yolisa
Ngcola (violin) and Ben Terry (cello and piano). All five
of these young music scholars acquitted themselves
very well on Wednesday evening in the DRW auditorium in front of an enthusiastic audience. Undoubtedly,
they clearly demonstrated why they are the scholarship holders and are setting the standard for others
to emulate. Congratulations to all the performers and
thanks to all for their support.
Mike Skipper
Director of Music
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Dance Report

After a two-week try out period at the beginning of the
term, DSG Dance is off to a leaping start with dance
classes filled with excited and energetic young ballet,
contemporary and hip hop students.
A rhythm of regular class attendance has been established by girls who have signed up and the business
of cultivating skills has begun in all earnest. The key to
progress is repetition and consistent effort.

Enrolled students can look forward to performing in Instep in Term 2, a dance production during the John
Axe Arts Week, and Contemporary examinations in
November. Added to these exciting events dancers will
be performing prepared work at smaller studio open
days during each term, the first of which will be on Saturday 10 March 10:00 – 11:00 at the dance studio.
Persistence in Pursuit!

The following levels of dance in the various genres is
on offer this year in the Senior School:
BALLET
•
Advanced 1
•
Intermediate
•
Intermediate Foundation
CONTEMPORARY
•
Elementary
•
Preliminary
•
Preliminary Junior
HIP HOP
•
Beginner – Grade 8
•
Beginner - Open
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Sport

It has been another whirlwind of a week at the coal
face of DSG sport. There are reports from swimming,
basketball, tennis and water polo below, as well as
news of a national selection!
Looking ahead to the weekend and we have three
water polo teams on tour to East London and Port
Elizabeth for various tournaments and festivals.
The Makana athletics champs take place on Thursday
and Saturday in Grahamstown. There is an A league
gala in PE on Saturday, and a 1st team tennis fixture vs
Pearson at DSG on Friday. However, most disappointingly, the water polo fixture in the calendar vs Cambridge and KHS has not materialised for a variety of
reasons beyond our control; I apologise to parents
who were making plans to
be in Grahamstown over
the weekend and had
hoped to watch this.
This week, the 1st and
U15A
tennis
teams
played against Port Alfred
High School in the Knight
Shield and DSG won the
match, 17-1. Last Friday,
our 2nd tennis team had a
match against the St An-

drew’s College 3rds, with DSG winning a close contest
24-21 of games won. Also last Friday, the U15C tennis
team played Kingswood, romping to a 12-0 victory, and
the 3rds played Kingswood on Wednesday in a double
match which we won 3-0.
The IDSG internal water polo league is cracking along
at a great pace and the aquatic centre is a hive of activity on Wednesday afternoons. Results from this week
saw the U16As beat the U14As 5-1, the 2nds and
U15As played out to a 6-6 draw, while the U15Cs beat
the U13Bs 9-1. The U15Bs beat the Cs 12-2, and the
3rds were pushed hard by the 4ths but still managed to
secure an 8-4 win.
Last weekend the DSG
1st water polo team
played in the Brian Baker
Tournament hosted by
Kingswood College, with
a number of the games
being played in our aquatic centre. We had a good
start by securing a great
win over Clarendon 4-3
in the opening game. We
then lost to a strong St
Dominic’s team before
beating Glenwood House
11-5. A loss to Pearson in
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the final pool match meant we faced
Stirling in the quarterfinal who also
proved too strong for us. We ended
the tournament in sixth place after
a loss against the hosts. This is
the best placing we have achieved
at the Brian Baker in recent years,
and we finished above some very
competitive schools like Clarendon
and Collegiate – some definite positives for the 1st team to take from
the weekend before the Alex Road
Festival this coming weekend.
On Saturday, a number of our water
polo teams travelled to Woodridge
to play Woodridge and Pearson in
a round of fixtures:
•

•

Our 2nd team lost 3-5 to
Pearson U15A, before
beating Woodridge College
2nds 11-1.
The U16As beat Pearson
U15B 19-0 as well as
Woodridge College 1sts 4-2.

•

Our U15Bs lost to Pear
son’s U14As 2-6, before
bouncing back to beat
Woodridge College’s U15A, 3-2.

•

Our U14s beat Pear		
son U14B 10-1 before
losing to Woodridge 		
College U14A 1-6.

A great day of polo all round and
much fun had by all poolside!
Turning to the basketball courts: on
Saturday our U14 teams played St
Andrew’s College U14s and had a
great time – as they are still learning how to play the game, this provided a pressure-free environment
to continue their learning process.
The DSG 2nds then played Kingswood U16A and despite giving of
their best, lost their match. Then it
was the turn of our 1st team who,
showing great improvement, held
Kingswood to 5-5 until late in the
game, when Kingswood scored
some crucial baskets to run out 9-5
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winners. The match was played in
front of a large home crowd at DSG
and the support definitely lifted
the 1st team as they showed that
we are fast closing the gap to our
neighbours on the basketball court.
In swimming, last weekend the
Nelson Mandela Bay aquatics
open swimming championships
were held in Jeffreys Bay. Shaelyn
Walker swam in both the 3km and
5km events and finished ninth and
tenth respectively in the women’s
category – impressive results for a
Grade 9! She set a personal best
in the 5km. In both events, Shaelyn
swam times which qualify her for
the National finals, which make her
eligible for selection to the Eastern
Province team to compete in this
event.
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The annual Uitenhage gala was
held last weekend, and while our
girls had had a tough week’s training in the build-up, they still gave a
great account of themselves with
the following swimmers achieving
notable results:
•

•

•

Toni Rafferty (15 +
category) won gold in the
50m and 100m freestyle,
as well as in the 50m and
100m butterfly events. She
also picked up a bronze in
the 100m backstroke.
Courtney Repinz (13/14
category): gold medals in
the 50m and 100m butterfly
and 100m freestyle, silvers
in the 50m freestyle
and 100m butterfly. In the
200m open freestyle race
she won bronze.
Emma Podesta (15+
category) picked up 		

silvers in the 50m butterfly
and 100m backstroke, as
well as a bronze in the
100m butterfly.
•

Sage Cawse (15 + 		
category) picked up gold in
the 50m breaststroke

•

Tayla Kapp (15 +) won
bronze in the 50m butterfly.

•

Cally Still (13/14) picked up
a bronze in the 50m 		
butterfly.

Then, the news of the week! We are
celebrating Shaylen Ackermann’s
selection to the South African U17B
water polo team which will be participating in the CANA Water Polo
Championships in Durban in March.
We congratulate Shaylen on a
wonderful achievement and is welldeserved result of a great deal of
determination and hard work. We
are extremely proud of her!
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Finally, we are galloping towards
the hockey season and I would like
to remind parents that no girl may
go onto the field without a mouth
guard so it is essential that arrangements be made for your daughter
to have an effective guard. We will
once again be offering the opportunity for girls to be fitted for a MAX
mouth guard: the representatives
will be on campus next Wednesday
(14 February) doing fittings. If you
would like your daughter to be fitted
for a guard, she can sign up in her
House. The cost of the guard will be
charged to your school account.
Gumguards are R625. Cheaper options are available at dentists and in
sports shops, but may not necessarily offer the same level of protection.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Head of Sport
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling andEN
Cambridge
(away)
AVANT
Luden Cup

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC

EN AVANT

Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts
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THE SECRET
TO OUR SUCCESS?
Knowledge, service delivery and our personal touch.
AWARDED BEST SOUTH AFRICAN REAL ESTATE AGENCY FOR 6 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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Rob Caskie in Grahamstown tonight
‘As human beings, we have grown up with storytelling, yet with the entertainment options available today, the ancient art is being lost. Audiences
love being swept up in a great story and entertained in the theatre of the mind. Life happens in
the narratives we tell one another. A story can go
where quantitative analysis is denied admission:
our hearts’.
Rob Caskie is a story teller extraordinaire and he
believes that it is in situations of adversity that we
reveal our true strength. His telling of the stories of
the Battles of Isandlwana and Rourke’s Drift have
captivated audiences around the world and he
brings to them
so much more
than the historical
facts.
He makes the
events come
alive
and
draws
from
them the most
wonderful
personal stories of leadership, courage,
choice, victory
and
defeat.
Such is his
reputation that
he has spoken
to audiences
around the world and has had the honour of addressing the Royal Geographical Society in London, to full houses ¬– no mean feat.
The DSG and St Andrew’s College History department are thus delighted to announce that the
‘amazing raconteur and story teller’ Rob Caskie,
will be visiting our schools and will give a talk on
the Battle of Isandlwana to the public. We are convinced that this is an opportunity not to be missed
and that we are in for an amazing evening!
Date: 8 February 2018
Time: 18:30
Venue: Centenary Hall, St Andrew’s College
Tickets: Adults: R150, scholars and university
student: R75.
Tickets and further information: Gary Frayne
g.frayne@sacschool.com
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