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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I write this letter from Johannesburg where I am midway through our annual marketing and interviewing trip. On two
consecutive evenings, DSG and SAC together host information evenings for prospective parents and their children and last
night was our first such evening. It has become our practice to take along a girl and boy from the region to speak of their
experiences at school to the ‘home crowd’. Juliet Rogan and Oliver Rose are doing duty up here at the moment and it was
good to get a glimpse of our schools through their eyes.
Juliet delivered a passionate and compelling view of DSG that came from the heart. She spoke of a sisterhood that develops
through investing time in relationships, sharing highs and lows together and finding meaning in the small things. She spoke
of the independence and sense of responsibility she has developed by being a full boarder and she referred to the myriad
of opportunities she has been afforded to learn and to develop, such as her exchange trip to India and the Fish River
Journey. Her speech was jam-packed with references to ‘life at DSG’ and included mention of the full range of activities we
have on offer. She was superb and I thank her sincerely.
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Juliet and Oliver both devoted time to the special relationship that exists between DSG and St Andrew’s College. They
value the laughter, the friendships and the memories the girls and boys form together. Oliver is in Grade 9 and he told the
audience that the two Grade 8 classes (out of eleven) that had girls in them last year were definitely his favourite ones!
There is no doubt that our ‘family-of-schools’ model is our unique selling point and that it must be nurtured and worked at.
In a climate where people are experiencing financial constraints and independent schools are having to be more competitive
in attracting pupils, it is important to reflect on the above and on the many other reasons why parents choose DSG. While
there are pressure weekends, for most of the weekends our girls are with us and they are away from the lure of clubs and
age-inappropriate parties and gatherings. They are still finding pleasure in the small things – a movie in the common room
with friends; a trip down to the ‘mall’ for a milkshake; a late-night swim or a dance-athon. They have the freedom to walk
downtown and feel independent yet safe. This factor alone is priceless for a teenage girl!
Last week, we inducted our new sacristans into the Chapel as well as two additional prefects, Grace Christie and Hlumi
Kondile. I congratulate them all warmly and I look forward to the leadership and service that they will bring to their
portfolios.
Regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

Grahamstown welcomes Rob Caskie
‘As human beings, we have grown up with storytelling, yet with the entertainment options available today, the ancient art is being lost. Audiences
love being swept up in a great story and entertained in the theatre of the mind. Life happens in
the narratives we tell one another. A story can go
where quantitative analysis is denied admission:
our hearts’.
Rob Caskie is a story teller extraordinaire and he
believes that it is in situations of adversity that we
reveal our true strength. His telling of the stories of
the Battles of Isandlwana and Rourke’s Drift have
captivated audiences around the world and he
brings to them so much more than the historical
facts. He makes the events come alive and draws
from them the most wonderful personal stories of
leadership, courage, choice, victory and defeat.
Such is his reputation that he has spoken to audi- of addressing the Royal Geographical Society in
ences around the world and has had the honour London, to full houses – no mean feat.
The DSG and St Andrew’s College History department are thus delighted to announce that the
‘amazing raconteur and story teller’ Rob Caskie,
will be visiting our schools and will give a talk on
the Battle of Isandlwana to the public. We are convinced that this is an opportunity not to be missed
and that we are in for an amazing evening!
Date: 8 February 2018; Time: 18:30
Venue: Centenary Hall, St Andrew’s College
Tickets: Adults: R150, scholars and university student: R75.
Tickets and further information: Gary Frayne
g.frayne@sacschool.com
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School Life

L-R: Erin Southey, Palela Mpotula, Grace Christie, Jules Murray, Fr Rob, Laura Fowlds, Lucy Schlebusch,
Umtha Sibam and Nosiphiwo Nabo

Induction of sacristans and new prefects (25 January 2018)
Thursday’s Chapel was given over to the formal induction of two new prefects and the Grade 11 Sacristans for 2018. It is a beautiful service in which the
prefects pledge allegiance to the school and the school
responds by affirming and acknowledging the leadership roles that they were appointed to. Grace Christie’s
portfolio is the Grade 8 House and Hlumela Kondile’s
is the Transformation portfolio.
The new Grade 11 sacristans that were inducted at the
same service were:Laura Fowlds, Pelela Mpotula, Jules Murray,
Nosiphiwo Nabo, Lucy Schlebusch, Umtha Sibam,
Erin Southey.
Their responsibilities are crucial to the orderly life of
the Chapel as they assist the Chaplain in worship and
ministry. They will be prominent in leading SCA, ministry in the respective houses, prayers for individuals
in trouble, and their general role as examples and role
models for the school.

Above - Kathryn Basson and Grace Christie.
Left - Father Rob, Hlumela Kondile and Grace Christie
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Above left
- Hlumela
Kondile.
Left - Grace
Christie.
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Grade 8 Kindness and Belonging Workshop
On Friday 26 January, the Grade 8s were delighted
to discover they had no classes and bounced into the
hall in their sports kit for a workshop facilitated by Dr
Theresa Edlmann and Mr Allan Magubane.
As the workshop unfolded they explored concepts
such as identity, difference, stereotypes, prejudice
and various forms of discrimination in a relaxed and
informal way, with lots of active discussion and honest
questions and answers. The workshop emphasised
engaging in a spirit of kindness and working towards
a sense of belonging and welcome for all. As the day
progressed the activities became more practical and
focussed on how we could create the kind of ‘home’ we
would all like to share in the Grade 8 House.
The facilitators commented on the maturity of the girls
and the depth of the questions and answers they offered. Although the day was lots of fun and there
was much laughter, we all went away with important
thoughts to think and new ideas to reflect on.
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Lockdown
A long-standing tradition
at the school is Lockdown: Grade 8s and their
Matric mentors are metaphorically locked up together for a night of fun
and bonding on the first
Friday night of the term.
The event starts off with
the Grade 8s dressing up
and getting into the mood
for the night ahead. All the
girls then take mattresses and duvets to the hall
and spend time singing,
watching movies, playing games and eventually
falling asleep.
This year, it was decided
to change the format a bit
– the girls spent the first
part of the evening in the
hall and then went to their
various houses and spent
the night on mattresses in
the common rooms
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Sport
I am out of the office this
week (Chris Hibbert was
invited to England to offer
advice and coaching to the
UK men’s hockey team
– indicating the calibre of
coach we are fortunate
enough to have at DSG!)
but have been keeping in
touch with the DSG sports
staff through mail, phone
and WhatsApp. I must
say that when sitting on
the outside looking in, organising sport at DSG is a
formidable operation!
Yesterday, I had a meeting
with Danny Kerry who (for
those who may not know)
is the head coach for the
Great Britain women’s
hockey team, and took
the team to the gold med- Chris Hibbert demonstrates a move to Holly Clowes during the East Cape Residenal in Rio. Danny is regu- tial Hockey Camp hosted at DSG from 10 to 13 January.
larly quoted in the British
press and Eddie Jones is
There were tennis matches yesterday (Wednesday)
but one of the high profile coaches who has worked against Kingswood for both our 1st and U15A teams,
and collaborated with Danny and learned from him.
as well as water polo internal league matches. The
Danny is a deep thinking individual and is wonderfully
humble and approachable. He is currently leading a rebuilding phase in preparation for the Tokyo Olympics,
and it is patently obvious that he is always prepared to
be adaptable and open to new ideas and approaches.
From my conversation with Danny, one of the key messages I gained was his athlete-focussed approach to
coaching: it is the athlete who needs to be in control
and to take control of their own developmental pathway and to be students of the game they play. This
feeds into the thrust of my letter last week and confirms
that my views are in line with the current thinking about
coaching and sport. I look forward to discussing this
further with the sports staff and coaches when I return
to the office on Monday morning.

Graeme long course gala scheduled to take place yesterday at Graeme College was cancelled due to bad
weather.
On Friday the hockey summer league continues, while
there are basketball fixtures against Kingswood on
Saturday at DSG, and an athletics meeting in Port
Elizabeth. Plenty on the go to keep the office ticking
over in my absence.

This coming weekend, we will be hosting a number of
water polo matches in our aquatic centre as part of the
1st team water polo tournament in Grahamstown. We
also have four polo teams heading to Woodridge on
Saturday to play matches against the hosts and Pearson.
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The feedback on last week’s fixtures follow:
Water polo
On Saturday, DSG hosted Collegiate and Kingswood
for matches across the board.
The 1st team played Collegiate and pulled out all the
stops to end with a 3-3 draw. Collegiate are known to
be a strong team, so this result was most encouraging.
In the final match of the day, in a very close, exciting
encounter, Kingswood managed to just pip DSG, winning 8-7 in a game that could have gone either way.
Other results:
•
2nd team: lost both their matches
•
3rd team: drew both matches
•
16A team: drew against Collegiate and beat 		
Kingswood
•
U15A and U14A teams: drew against 		
Collegiate but the match against KC was 		
abandoned due to the rain.
•
U15B: team won both matches
•
U14 B: team lost both their matches
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Athletics

Basketball

Kendal Rose, Kirsty Maclean, Emma Mulcahy and Chiara Williams-Wynn travelled to PE on Friday afternoon
to compete in the second leg of the Bay Gas Athletics Open. This competition makes use of the Athletics
South Africa system which awards points for times and
distances per event and age group.

The DSG 1st basketball team travelled to Port Elizabeth on Saturday to compete in the Comets Basketball
Tournament.

Congratulations to Kendal Rose who won the U18
3000 m at both events and was awarded the highest
points for a female track athlete.
Kirsty Maclean was second on the points log after a
win and a second place in the U18 300m race. Kirsty
and Emma Mulcahy with St Andrew’s College, won the
all ages, mixed relay team (two boys and two girls).

The day started well with our team playing good basketball and winning their first match against Nombulelo
in an exciting game. The subsequent matches against
Morningside and eventual tournament winners, Kingswood, were close but we couldn’t quite manage to
win the games.
However, to show how basketball at DSG is finding its
place, Umtha Sibam and Caris Welsh were named in
the U18 tournament All Stars Team.

L to R Brad Landrey, Kirsty Maclean, Matt Royle,
Emma Mulcahy. Winners of the Bay Gas Athletics
Open 4 x 100m mixed relay at Westbourne Oval
Port Elizabeth 26th January.

Caris Walsh and Umtha Sibam U18 All Stars Team
Basketball
Swimming
We had several girls representing DSG at the fifth A
League gala, with some impressive results.
•

Shaelyn Walker swam her first Level 3 		
qualifying time in the 400 m freestyle, 		
knocking an impressive 1.75 seconds off her
previous time.

•

Cally Still in Grade 8 astounded us by taking
13.94 seconds off her previous best in the 		
Individual Medley.

Kendal Rose Best U18 Track Athlete
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Swimmers Courtney Repinz, Cally Still, Tayla Kapp, Emma Podesta, Shaelyn Walker, Toni Rafferty.
•

Toni Rafferty was named runner-up for the 		
fourth A League Gala.

Results:
Tayla Kapp: first in the 200m IM; second in the 100m
freestyle, 50m fly and 50m freestyle.
Emma Podesta: first in the 200m IM, 100m fly and 50m
fly; second in the 50m free
Courtney Repinz: first in the 100m free, 100m back;
third in the 50m free.
Shaelyn Walker: first in the 400m free (in a level 3 qualifying time), the 200m free and the 50m backstroke.

Tennis
The 2nd team played against Kingwood on Friday afternoon, winning 5-4.
Horse Riding
Over the weekend Sienna Evans competed in the
Summer Show in PE and came first in 70cm equitation
and welcome 4.
Sienna was placed sixth in the 80cm A2 class and was
named Victor Ludorum for equitation, achieving the
highest overall score over all.

Cally Still: first in 200 IM, and 50 fly; second in the
100m fly and 50m free.
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DSG Sports Dates for 2018 (up to August 2018)
Please note:
 Dates are subject to change
 Teams competing in hockey/netball derby days will be confirmed closer to the time
 Some sporting codes have not yet confirmed tournament dates and additional dates
will be added.

14-17
28
31

Various
Tennis
Swimming

2-4
9-10
15-18
16-17
18
24
22-25

Water Polo
Water polo
Water polo
Water Polo
Squash
Swimming
Basketball
Tennis

26-28

Swimming

1-4
1-4
17

Water polo
Water polo
Hockey
Netball
Netball
Hockey
Hockey Netball
Hockey
Netball
Squash
Hockey

23-24
23-25
24
28 to 02 Apr
29 to 01 April

18-21
27-29

Hockey
Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis

JANUARY
Summer Sports Camp
Albany Doubles Champs
Long Course gala
FEBRUARY
Brian Baker Festival
Alex Road Festival
Jason Murray Tournament
Oakhill Chukka
Dave Hodgson Festival
River Mile
East Cape Champs
Independent Schools
Tournament
Interhouse Gala
MARCH
Old Petrians Tournament
Shaun Fuchs Tournament
Union and Volkskool
Framesby
Despatch Festival
Greg Beling Festival
Hudson
St Stithians Easter Festival
Woodridge Festival
APRIL
Kingswood Festival TBC
Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling andEN
Cambridge
(away)
AVANT
Luden Cup

DSG Campus
Grahamstown
Graeme
Kingswood
PE
East London
Knysna
DSG/SAC
Bushman’s
Kingswood
Stellenbosch

1sts
1sts & 16A
14A
2nds
1sts
1sts
1sts

DSG
JHB
JHB
Graaf Reinet
Port Elizabeth
Despatch
East London
East London
JHB

1sts
U15A

Woodridge

U16A

Kingswood
Cape Town

1sts
U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown

1sts & U16A
1sts
1sts
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27-29

Hockey/Netball

2
4-5
12
18-19
20
26 May

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Tennis
Hockey/Netball

1-2
9
15-16 Jun

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

14 Jul
21
28

Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball
Hockey/Netball

4
9-12
9-12
9-12

Hockey/Netball
Hockey
Hockey
Hockey

Rustenburg U16 Tournament
MAY
VG
York and Oakhill
Springfield TBC
Stirling and Cambridge (away)
Luden Cup
Clarendon Reunion Weekend
JUNE
Collegiate
Pearson
Kingswood K-Day
JULY
Woodridge
Herschel TBC
KHS
AUGUST
Queenstown GHS
Oakhill U16 Festival TBC
DSG U14 Hockey Tournament
Oranje Top 12 TBC
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Cape Town

U16As

Home
George
Home
East London
Grahamstown
Home
Port Elizabeth
Port Elizabeth
Grahamstown
Home
Home
King Williams Town
Home
Knysna
Home
Bloemfontein

U16A
U14A & B
1sts
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THE SECRET
TO OUR SUCCESS?
Knowledge, service delivery and our personal touch.
AWARDED BEST SOUTH AFRICAN REAL ESTATE AGENCY FOR 6 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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