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Dear Parents
Our girls are back! Many staff in the Admin, Support and Academic departments have been back at work since 8 January
preparing for a smooth start to the year. Sport, music and prefect camps have brought some girls back as early as the 10th
but it is only the arrival of ALL the girls that reminds us of the energetic hum and enthusiastic and happy buzz they bring
to the campus. Working here without these wonderfully optimistic young people is sterile and soulless in comparison.
We begin the academic year with a sense of pride on the back of our exceptional Matric results. I salute the Matric class
of 2017 as well as all the teachers. Our top pupil, Alice Godlonton, is truly home-grown having begun her career at DSG in
Grade 4. The celebrations and salutations from our Junior School teachers, including past Head, Mrs Retha Heunis, have
left us in no doubt that they too are basking in the reflected glory and claiming her with a sense of great pride – well done
to them for the solid foundation they provide for up to 50% of our Senior girls.

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

18 January 2018

As a Senior School staff, we enjoy the many accolades that have come with the publication of last year’s results but we
also share quietly in the celebrations of the many individuals who do not necessarily make the headlines but have been
remarkable in what they have achieved. DSG does not have an entrance exam and I believe that if we were to implement
one, we would be the losers. The diversity of our pupil body in all spheres, including academic ability, contributes
immeasurably to the dynamic, vigorous and spirited atmosphere that we have here. These girls will know who they are
and I mention only a few by way of example:
• Well done to the girl and her teacher who struggled
with History for two years and passed it well enough in
her Finals to ensure a BD pass overall.
• Well done to the girls who chose to study AP English,
not for another distinction to add to their tally, but for
the intellectual development and enrichment it provides.
Thank you to the teacher who gave up evenings to teach
them.
• Congratulations to the girls and their tutors who set
challenging goals at the start of the year and
worked with immense perseverance and determination
to reach them.
• We salute the girl who started here in Grade 10 with
considerable backlog and did not think a matric pass
would be attainable, but through hard work and the
support of a team of teachers, attained a Bachelor’s pass.
• We share in the disappointment of the girl who worked
so hard for a strong tally of distinctions, and gave
immeasurably in all spheres of school life, but was
unlucky to end with the marks of four of her seven
subjects between 76% and 80%. DSG is still proud of you!
• To those who persevered in the face of adversity – poor
health, injury, emotional setbacks, etc. We salute you!
• I thank Ms Jane Jarvis for her professionalism, dedication
and commitment to the 2017 Matrics. She has 		
worked with countless girls on study skills, career
choices, overcoming barriers to learning and applying
for accommodations. Her care and commitment to each
individual knows no boundaries.
• Lastly, I congratulate Ms Dionne Redfern whose
leadership in the academic sphere makes all of this
possible.
Alice Godlonton
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As always the holidays have been eventful. The sports report celebrates some superb sporting achievements and I
congratulate those girls and their coaches. My grateful thanks are also extended to the following staff:
• Ms Shuying Fu and Mr Wesley Deintje who led a tour of Mandarin students to China.
• Teachers who marked Matric exams: Ms Susan Baker; Ms Nozuko Konjwa; Rev Susan Paton; Ms Wendy Boynton;
Ms Lindsay Davy; Ms Jayne Euvrard; Ms René Ferreira; Ms Cheryl Flanagan; Dr Petra Gentz; Ms Louise Todd .
The professional development and insight these teachers gain through the experience is advantageous to the
academic staff team and to future Matrics.
• Coaches who returned early to run sports camps: Mr Chris Hibbert; Mr Clinton York; Mr Dom Marx; Ms Sandra
Marques; Ms Monica Ives; Mr Mark Evans; Ms Cheryl Flanagan; Ms Sheena Price; and Ms Jenny Kingwill
• Ms Lizzie Rennie and Mr Kwazi Mkulu for running a very successful junior violin camp.
• Ms Dionne Redfern, Ms Margie McLeod, Cherié Wille an Stephen Penney who came in during the holidays to
assist me with the analysis and publication of the Matric results.
• Mr David Wright and Mr Jono Davy for their organization of an outstanding prefect camp. I thank also the Ross
and Wishart families for generously opening their beautiful homes in Kasouga to us.
My warm congratulations are extended to Ms Aneliza Geel on her engagement and Ms Sandra van der Walt on her
marriage. She has taken her husband’s name and is now Ms Marques. Ms Bridget Fourie in the Foundation Office also
married over the holiday period. Congratulations, Mrs Rippon!
At the start of the year, we are delighted to welcome a number of staff, some who were already here but have been
promoted and others are new to DSG.
Ms Juli-Ann Norton, Art teacher, joins our senior management team as Housemistress of Knowling. She has moved onto
campus with her husband, Brian, and little boy, Luke.
Ms Cheryl Flanagan, Mathematics teacher, also comes onto our SMT as Housemistress of Espin. Cheryl’s husband is
Andrew and she has two children – Nicky in Grade 10 and Aidan in Grade 5 at Prep.
Ms Sandra Marques has been appointed as a Deputy Housemistress in Crewe.
Ms Tame Maiwashe has been appointed into a full-time position as a Mathematics teacher and Deputy Housemistress of
the Grade 8 House.
Ms Leza-Mari Schoeman has been appointed into a full time position as an Afrikaans teacher.

Ms Leza-Mari Schoeman

Ms Sandra Marques
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Mr Stephen Penney

Our new arrivals are:
Ms Sharon Thomas joins us from KZN where she was a Housemistress at
Wykeham Collegiate. She has been appointed Housemother of the Grade 8
House.
Ms Liezel Strydom, formerly a warden at Rhodes University who also worked in
their administration offices, has joined us as Housemother of Espin.
Mrs Gay Penrith has been appointed temporarily as a secretary to our deputies.
It is good to have her at DSG for the Penrith’s last term with us.
Mr Stephen Penney joins our Family of Schools as a Communications Officer. His
office will be at St Andrew’s College together with their marketing team.
Ms Michelle Mason and her husband and daughter have moved down from
Bracken High School in Alberton where she was Head of Department for four
years. Michelle will be teaching Geography and running our debating.

Ms Michelle Mason

Ms Nicol Gowar joins us in her first teaching position as an English teacher. She is
also an accomplished sportswoman and we look forward to her positive impact
on tennis and hockey.
Ms Monica Ives also joins us from Rhodes University as a Deputy Housemistress
of Espin and a Mathematical Literacy teacher.
Mr Ntokozo Biyela will teach two classes of Xhosa and co-teach some
Mathematics with Ms Cheryl Flanagan while completing his PGCE at Rhodes.
Ms Viviane Kayumba has moved across from Kingswood College to teach French.
She has a Master’s from UCT in French teaching and we are delighted to have her
expertise on our staff.
Ms Lesego Libisi will also be a Deputy Housemistress in Crewe, our biggest
House, and will be working in the finance department. She joins us from Rhodes
University.
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Ms Monica Ives
Three teachers join us in temporary,
part time capacities to teach a class
to either Grade 8s or 9s. We warmly
welcome Ms Sylvia Israel-Akinbo
(Spanish), Ms Tsitsi Sachikonye (French)
and Ms Carla Mostert (Drama).
As I complete this first newsletter of the
year, I am aware that timetables and
books have been issued, administrative
matters such as taking of photographs
and IT log-ons are complete and the
girls are already sitting in their second
lessons of the year. It is very hot (as
tends to be the case in January), but
I suspect the energy of starting afresh
will carry them through the day.
On behalf of our full contingent of
staff, I wish each of you a fulfilling and
peaceful year.

18 January 2018

Mr Ntokozo Biyela

Ms Viviane Kayumba

Ms Lesego Libisi

Ms Sylvia Israel-Akinbo

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Ms Tsitsi Sachikonye
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Welcoming our new girls
On Tuesday, DSG welcomed its Grade 8s
and some new Grade 9s, 10s and 11s to
the school. The girls and their parents were
introduced to the school by Housemistress,
Ms Kim Barker, after which they attended a
service in the chapel led by Fr Rob Penrith.
Ms Shelley Frayne, the school Head, warmly
welcomed the new girls and wished them all
the best for their new adventure. The day
concluded with a cocktail party where the
new parents could meet members of staff
and mingle with the other new parents while
the new girls were entertained by the prefects
in the Houses.
On Wednesday, the senior girls participated in
an orientation programme geared to helping
them settle easily and be equipped with all
they needed when the academic year begins
on Thursday.
Meanwhile, also on Wednesday, the Junior
School was a hive of activity as the Grade
4s and new girls in the more senior grades
were welcomed to the school. The girls and
their parents started the day with a short
service in the chapel, conducted by Fr Rob
Penrith and were then welcomed by Ms
Barbara Hibbert, the Junior School Head
and addressed by Head of DSG, Ms Shelley
Frayne. The parents and girls enjoyed tea
with the members of staff, after which the
girls began their orientation programme. This
included a picnic lunch and fun activities in
the afternoon.
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Academic
Subject Changes
Last year, the number of requests for subject changes made at the beginning of the year was alarming. This causes
real logistical problems as we spend a great deal of time ensuring that class sizes are correct and that there are
enough teachers for each subject. Each time a girl changes, HODs need to be notified, set lists reshuffled and lists
updated in the Database
Sometimes there is a clear mismatch between the girl and her subject choice and we are of course, prepared to
ensure that the best interests of the girls are being met. Also, the IEB cut off for any Matric to change subjects is 17
February. No subject changes will be accepted by the IEB after this date
In the interests of an orderly start to the year with minimum of disruption, no subject changes will be allowed after
Friday 26 January for Grades 8 – 11 unless there are extremely compelling reasons.
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CULTURAL
JUNIOR STRING ORCHESTRA CAMP
The Principal string teacher, Ms Lizzie Rennie, together with her colleagues, Mr Kwazi Mkula and Ms Michaela van
Blerk, gave up three days of their holiday to initiate a brave new venture. The aim of Junior String Orchestra Camp is
to stimulate and improve the standard of string playing amongst our youngest musicians at both DSG Junior and St
Andrew’s Prep. Ms Rennie writes:
Nelson Mandela said that one of the things he missed most during his incarceration was the sound of children. Well,
the sound of happy children was a delight during their time at the first Junior String Orchestra Camp for DSG Junior
and Prep string players. The result of combining the boys and girls together in the pursuit of musical excellence was
electric!
The David Wynne Music School was a hive of activity the past few days, with the joyful sound of 24 children participating
in the camp. It was quite astonishing what was accomplished in only a couple of days and the children boosted their
musical skills beyond our expectations. Many pieces of music were explored, honing their reading, counting and
listening skills. Seven pieces were performed at the final presentation of work to parents. Still more were studied, with
the intention of performing at the Youth Music Festival in May.
Many fun musical activities were interspersed between orchestral coaching sessions. We had a great time with
boomwhackers, word rhythms, a listening quiz, building a 3D orchestra, learning how a string instrument is made and
watching inspirational short videos. On pizza night, we watched the beautiful movie “Music of The Heart,” in which
Meryl Streep is a violin teacher!
My colleagues and I were struck by how much these fledgling musicians enjoyed the orchestra music they played,
how much they enjoyed learning new pieces and making new friends across grades and gender. Getting a cool t-shirt
into the bargain was also a huge bonus! The children have already made several excellent suggestions for the next
camp. I am extremely happy with the positive outcome and look forward to making this an annual event.
All the focus and good work has certainly kick-started 2018 for string players and teachers alike. My thanks go out to
all involved, but most especially my co-teachers, Kwazi Mkula and Michaela van Blerk.
(Report: Lizzie Rennie)
Those of us fortunate enough to be at the final concert were delighted by the energy and vibrancy of the music and
the obvious enjoyment of the kids. They had us up on our feet clapping and dancing!

Mike Skipper
Director of Culture
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Sport
The start of a new year is always exciting as we look
forward to the term ahead and all that it holds in store
for us. We welcome back all our returning girls and
their parents, and welcome our newest members of
the community. Best wishes for an amazing 2018! This
year promises to be as action packed (if not more so)
than last year.
Giving credence to the above statement, the remainder
of the summer sports season needs to be crammed
into a mere six weeks – the period between the start of
term and half-term – after which we will start with our
winter sports programme.
However, before the term even started, our girls had
been busy. At the very start of the holidays, we had
a number of girls playing interprovincial water polo for
the various age-group teams. Mr Mark Evans was the
coach for the U16 team which went on to win the gold
medal and were named national champions. DSG girls Toni Rafferty
in the team were Shaylen Ackermann, Josie Hickey
and Lucy Martin.

Courtney Repinz receiving her gold medal.

DSG girls in the EP U16 team were Josie Hickey,
Shaylen Ackermann and Lucy Martin.
In the swimming pool, at the national junior championships, Toni Rafferty made the finals for the 50 m freestyle and the 50 m butterfly at the trials for the Commonwealth Games, finishing a very creditable 7th place
in the freestyle. At the interprovincial gala, Courtney
Repinz, representing the Eastern Cape, won a gold
medal for the 50 m backstroke, a silver medal for the
100 m free style and a bronze for the 50 m butterfly.

The DSG campus was a hive of activity from 11 until 13
January as 112 girls from the Eastern Cape and as far
afield as Cape Town, Johannesburg, and even Gaborone and Harare attended the third annual Eastern
Cape hockey camp. As hockey is such a rapidly growing sport, there is the need to educate the players in
new skills, expose them to a wide range of topics within
the game, and make them into thinking and analytical
players who are able to take greater responsibility for
themselves going forward. As a result, the popularity of
this camp is growing exponentially as the quality of training offered is of the highest calibre. In fact, such is the
reputation of this camp that it was over-subscribed and
not all applicants were able to attend and in 2019, structures will be put in place to accommodate more girls.
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Also before the start of term, we held our annual sports
summer camp which was open to girls from Grades 9
to12 during which coaching was offered across various
sports. We had a great turnout and girls had the opportunity to enjoy focused training and time to really engage with their favourite sport before the term began.
A number of tours and events are on the calendar for
the next few weeks – the basketball team is off to PE
for the Comets tournament and will be preparing for
the East Cape championships. The water polo players
have a number of tours and fixtures planned with no
fewer than five water polo teams going on tour during
this half of the term! The squash girls can look forward
to the popular and well-supported Dave Hodgson Festival which DSG is once again hosting and the tennis
teams will be travelling to the Western Cape for the
Independent Schools Tennis Tournament. Our athletes
and swimmers also have a full diary of fixtures to keep
them busy before the end of the season.
Two events that take place this term and are always
eagerly anticipated by most of the school are the river
mile and the interhouse gala. These are embedded in
the very fabric of the school and are traditions that contribute in no small measure to what makes out school
so special.
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THE SECRET
TO OUR SUCCESS?
Knowledge, service delivery and our personal touch.
AWARDED BEST SOUTH AFRICAN REAL ESTATE AGENCY FOR 6 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
Grahamstown +27 46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
51 African Street, Grahamstown
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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