DSG
Newsletter Term 3 #33 | 15 November 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Yesterday the Grade 10s departed on Journey. I have seen them off 12 years in a row and each time I have been aware of the
atmosphere of excitement, somewhat overshadowed by the fear and trepidation of the mammoth challenges ahead of them,
as well as the unknown. Each year, I have tried to offer words of encouragement and give them confidence that the journey
ahead is infinitely doable.
Yesterday was different; my own daughter was part of the crowd. I have determinedly, over the years, insisted on her facing life
and school with the cards dealt her – we have never interfered in class, teacher or house selection and equally we stayed far
away from Journey group and leader discussions. However. this time, I have found sticking to such a resolution more difficult
than normal. Who offers us, the parents, solace? How do we cope with 21 days of not hearing their voices or holding them
to our hearts? I reach out to all Grade 10 parents at this time and turn the tables for advice – we have to trust the process.
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Journey has been running for 16 years and the benefits are well documented and have been patently visible over the years.
En Avant!
The actual highlight of the past week has been the opening of the DSG School of Maths by Chairman of Council, Mr Mark
Cotton, on Saturday. Council, staff, contractors, girls and all involved are justifiably proud. We have created a learning space
that is remarkable in its flexibility, opportunities for teacher and pupil collaboration, as well as being beautiful and welcoming.
The adaptability of the space permits lecture style teaching, breakaway spaces for small-group work and a relaxing space for
breaks. Its location allows for a Maths Centre on the border of DSG and College creating better access for girls and boys to
receive assistance in the afternoons and evenings. DSG has deliberately prioritised Mathematics for Girls and this new building
stands as testament to that priority. I congratulate and thank Council, Mr Dave Jarvis and the entire team, as well as our donor
families Orphanides, Quarmby and Keeton.
Included in the DSG School of Maths, is a modern, fully equipped coffee shop named ‘The Wall’. It is our desire that this will be
a meeting place for our girls and for their friends from College. My prayer is that all who sojourn there find friendship, warmth
and a sense of belonging.
On Sunday, our girls attended and participated in the memorial service at Cathedral Square in remembrance of those who
have fallen in war. Our Headgirl, Oyama Mzayidume, and Deputy Headgirl, Charlotte Abraham, together with representatives
from our junior school, laid wreaths on DSG’s behalf. My heart always swells with pride on behalf of our brother school when
the St Andrew’s College Pipe Band leads their cadets onto the square; it is a beautiful and fitting tribute to past soldiers. This
year, pride levels doubled with our own Lucy Ter Morshuizen as Pipe Major as well as Esona Dyantyi and Carrey Wiblin as
members of the band. Well done to them!

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Important Information for Matric Parents
At the end of the last examination for our girls (for most of them, English P2), it has become a tradition for excited moms and
dads to wait outside to meet their daughters.
May I ask that this year, parents wait at the boom gate and do not come close to the hall? The reason for this is simply that we
have eleven girls with time concessions who will be writing still and the noise outside is both deafening and unfair to them.
Your support in this regard will be appreciated.
As the girls walk out of the hall, it has also become a tradition to leave their shoes in a line leading to the gate. The shoes are
donated to charity. Parents are welcome to photograph this once all the girls have finished writing.
I would also like to flag the following vital information regarding the results:
•
•
•
•

Release of NSC results				
Closing date for Re-mark applications		
Re-mark results released				
There are NO supplementary examinations.

7 January
13 January
6 February

To access the results on the IEB web site, your daughter will need her ID number and her examination number. At the bottom
of the page of her results will be the re-mark application form and details for on-line payment. This is not a cheap exercise. On
average, we have about 25 girls applying for re-marks every year and an average of four symbol changes while about 10 have
minor percentage increases that do not change the symbol.

Dionne Redfern

Exam Time
We keep being told how anxious and
stressed our girls are, but it seems to
me, looking at these photos, that they
have their nerves well under control. So
proud that the girls are well-prepared
and confident going into their exams.
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Introducing Mr Jannie De Villiers
In Part 4 of our series with 2019 Headgirl
Julia Basson and the new head of DSG,
Mr Jannie De Villiers speaks about his
interest in environmental sustainability,
the importance of venturing into nature
and DSG’s Monastery.
Here is the link to Part Four: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=DqCPCKfZN-s

Community Engagement
Without a doubt, there is nothing quite like puppy love, as some of our DSG girls discovered whilst out at the SPCA this week.

Isabella Tsinonis, Luisa Da Molo and Juliette Ridley

Isabella Tsinonis
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John Jones Fish River Journey 2019
The Fish River Journey is one of the most memorable parts of
the DSG/St Andrew’s experience, with months of meticulous
planning ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all the students
and staff, to say nothing of the logistics required to move
200 people approximately 360km down a river over a 21-day
period.
The Fish River catchment area is rich in prehistory, in history
and in modern socio and economic development, which
means that learning will continue beyond the classroom
walls. We hope that the Grade 10s will learn about caring
for the earth, strategies for sustainable living and how to
improve the quality of human life while living within the
capacity of supporting ecosystems. We hope that in walking

through history, prehistory and veld, they will begin the
lifelong habits of observation and reflection. But this Journey
is also personal and is a time when the children will learn
much about themselves and others. They will learn of their
own strengths and what should be truly valued in others:
unselfishness, sharing, fortitude and thoughtfulness, creating
a bond with their group which will be lasting.
This outdoor education experience builds on the tradition of
the Long Walk and will be unique to DSG and St Andrew’s,
because it is an in-depth exploration of our place and our
people in the beautiful, hardy Eastern Cape. We wish all the
Grade 10s who left on Wednesday 13 November 2019, with
their support teams, a successful and memorable Journey.
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Maths Centre Opening
Ms Redfern was asked to give a vote of thanks at the
Maths Centre Opening last weekend and this, with
typical style and tongue-in-cheek, is the how she did it,
writing an original piece to commemorate the event.
“There’s something ironic about asking an English
teacher to give thanks for the opening of a Maths Centre
and so I can’t resist doing so in rhyming couplets,” Ms
Redfern began.
I am an English teacher and words, they be my trade
They make perfect sense to me, no matter what the
grade
Numbers are like pigeons flying in and out my head
Rather give me sonnets or a line of prose instead
Who really cares where x is – for maybe he is shy
I’d colour in a circle - not bother to find pi!
Yet in this space a magic - another language found
Of formulas, equations and a logic so sound
A blessing on the staff who will teach within these walls
You hold the future in your hands in these brand new
halls
To open minds of coders, engineers, statisticians
Economists, cryptographers, actuaries, physicians
The architect and building team who made this dream
come true
Thank you for your expertise, your time and vison too
Let’s not forget our own staff who also played a part
To finish off the classrooms – they are now state of the
art
Messieurs Emslie, Hobson, Roodt – each of you a star
And those who made the furnishings – you really raised
the bar
And what would this place be without a touch of green?
Thank you for the gardens and the beauty that is seen
To the Council, for their vision, especially Mrs Frayne
You’ve planned ahead for others; great will be their gain.
I end this ode to our new block and all who played a
part:
Thank you from the bottom of our DSG heart.
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Sport
Dear Parents

know before we break at the end of the year. Also to
mention that the key sports dates for 2020 have been
published as well.

The end of the year is fast approaching, the Grade 10’s
have left on Journey, Matrics are rarely seen these days
(they must be pulling some long hours at their desks) Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any
and the DSG campus is a lot quieter than normal. The questions.
Grade 8’s and 9’s look like they are enjoying the extra
space though and they are still bringing good energy to
their last few sports practices of the year.
Warm regards
There is not a lot to report back on from the past Chris Hibbert
week. There was an A League Gala in Port Elizabeth on Director of Sport
Saturday where Courtney Repinz won six races, placing
1st in the 50m and 100m backstroke, 50m, 100m and
200m freestyle, and she won the 200m individual
medley. Wendy-Mae Turner won her 50m and 100m
backstroke events, placed 2nd in the 100m freestyle and
200m individual medley and picked up a 3rd in the 50m
freestyle race.
We congratulate Natalie Morris and Emma Kruse, who
along with Abigail Holderness and Jessica Smailes from
the DSG Junior School, have been selected for the
Eastern Province Youth (U15 and under) Athletics Team,
which will be competing in Sasolburg on 23 November.
While there are no more official school fixtures being
played in 2019, and sports practices are winding down,
it is great to see girls still making use of our wonderful
facilities to stay active during the exams. I popped down
to the aquatic centre yesterday to watch the U15 and
U14 water polo teams playing in the last internal league
of the year and bumped into a few matrics returning
from a Step session in the Pilates studio. When I left
campus a little later, I drove past a number of DSG girls
who were on a trail run, and I know the school gym is
oversubscribed at this time of year. I love that so many
of our girls appreciate the benefit of exercise and living
a healthy lifestyle and choose to do physical exercise in
their day, without the compulsory element of a sports
programme. Long may this continue!
A quick reminder that there are sports camps at the start
of next year and if you are hoping to send your daughter
back to us early to attend these camps to please let us Emma Kruse selected to represent EP in the Girls U15
800m and 1500m
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DSG Sports Dates for 2020
Term 1
9-11 Jan.
12-15 Jan.
19 Jan.
25 Jan.
25 Jan.
29 Jan.
29 Jan.
31 Jan. - 2 Feb.
1 Feb.
1 Feb.
5 Feb.
5 Feb.
7 Feb.
7 Feb.
7-8 Feb.
7-8 Feb.
7-8 Feb.
12 Feb.
14 Feb.
14 Feb.
15 Feb.
13-16 Feb.
14-16 Feb.
17 Feb.
19 Feb.
21 Feb.
22 Feb.
23 Feb.
24-26 Feb.

Hockey – East Cape Residential Camp
DSG Sports Camp (basketball, netball, squash, swimming, tennis, water polo)
Tennis – Settlers Cup (Grahamstown) – 1sts
Basketball – Comets Tournament (PE) – 1sts
Water polo Derby vs Kingswood
Tennis vs PAHS – 1sts & 15A
Basketball vs SAC & SAP
Water polo - Brian Baker Tournament @ Kingswood – 1sts
Basketball – Kingswood Quadrangular – 1sts
Water polo Derby vs Woodridge (A)
Tennis vs VG - 1sts & 15A
Basketball vs SAC & SAP
Tennis vs Pearson (H) – 1sts
Tennis vs Kingswood (A) – 2nds
Swimming - A League Gala (PE)
Water polo - Alex Road Festival) – 2nds & U16A
Water polo - Jason Murray Tournament (East London) – U14A & U14B
Tennis vs Kingswood - 1sts & 15A
Athletics - Sarah Baartman Champs (PE Oval)
Tennis vs GHS (H) – 1sts
Water polo Derby vs Pearson and Alex Road (PE)
Water polo - Oakhill Chukka Festival (Knysna) – 2nds
Squash - Dave Hodgson Festival (H) – 1sts
Swimming – Pearson Prestige Gala (PE)
Tennis vs Kingswood – U15B & U15C
Tennis vs Collegiate – 1sts (A) & U15A (H)
Water polo Derby vs Collegiate and Kingswood (H)
Swimming – River mile (Bushmans)
Swimming – Interhouse Gala

27 Feb.- 1 Mar.
28-29 Feb.
27 Feb. – 1 Mar.
27 Feb. – 1 Mar.

Half term - 27 February to 2 March
Tennis – Independent Schools Tennis Tournament (Pretoria) – 1sts
Tennis – Clarendon/Selborne Tournament (East London) – 2nds
Water polo – Old Petrians Tournament (Jbg) – 1sts
Water polo – Shaun Fuchs Tournament (Jbg) – U15A

5 Mar.
5-7 Mar.
6-7 Mar.
6-7 Mar.
7 Mar.

Athletics - Makana Brick Nite Race
Athletics - East Cape High Schools (East London)
Hockey - EP opening weekend festival (PE) – 1sts
Netball – Madibaz Netball Tournament – 1sts, 2nds, U16A
Hockey - EP opening weekend festival (PE) – U14A
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13-14 Mar.
13-14 Mar.
14 Mar.
14 Mar.
13-15 Mar.
20-21 Mar.
27-29 Mar.
3 Apr.
4 Apr.
5 Apr.

Swimming – Top 8 Gala (PE)
Hockey & Netball - Alex Road U14 Festival (PE)
Netball – Despatch Festival – 1sts & U16A
Hockey – Westering Festival (PE) – U16B
Netball – Westering Festival (PE) – U15A
Hockey – Greg Beling Festival (East London) – 1sts
Hockey & Netball Derby vs Kingswood
Hockey – Rob Taylor Festival (East London) – U14A & U14B
Hockey & Netball vs Westering (H) – 1sts & U16A
Hockey & Netball Derby vs Framesby (PE)
Hockey – SPAR Festival (H) – 1sts

8-12 Apr.
9-11 Apr.

Holidays – 9 April to 4 May
Hockey, Netball & Squash – St Stithians Easter Festival – 1sts
Hockey – Woodridge U16 Festival – U16A

14 November 2019

Term 2
8 May
9 May
15-16 May
22-23 May
29-30 May
5-6 Jun.
8 Jun.
12 Jun.
13 Jun.

Hockey & Netball Derby vs Victoria Girls (H)
Hockey & Netball Derby vs Cambridge (East London)
Hockey, Netball & Squash Derby vs Collegiate (Port Elizabeth)
Hockey, Netball & Squash Derby vs Clarendon (H)
Hockey & Netball Derby vs Pearson (Port Elizabeth)
Hockey, Netball & Squash Derby vs Queenstown GHS (H)
Squash vs Kingswood (H)
Netball vs Kingswood (H)
Hockey vs Kingswood (H)
Half term – 18 June to 30 June
Provincial hockey, netball and squash tournaments take place over this time.

11 Jul.
18 Jul.

Hockey & Netball Derby vs Woodridge (H)
Hockey & Netball Derby vs Kingsridge (King Williams Town)

7-10 Aug.
7-10 Aug.

Holidays – 7 August to 31 August
Hockey – DSG U14 Hockey Tournament (H) – U14A
Hockey – Top 12 tournaments (Bloemfontein & Paarl) – 1sts & U16A - tbc
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