DSG
Newsletter Term 3 #26 | 19 September 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I am writing this from the Drakensburg while attending an Independent Schools’ Heads’ Conference. The setting is
beautiful and some wonderful times for reflection as well as collegiality have been provided.
There is not much opportunity for reflection in a girls’ boarding school and perhaps we need to be more intentional in
carving out times for this. An enlightening but frightening talk by psychologist, Tim Barry, entitled, ‘How to be a Grown
Up,’ made the accusation that as human beings we are, ‘amusing ourselves to death.’ It is certainly true that teachers are
realising more and more that pupils seek to be entertained in class and if they are not, they quickly lose focus.
Barry says that an adult is able to act against impulse for the greater good; she is able to self-reflect and take responsibility
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for her actions. Increasingly, we are witnessing the rise of public persons who do not have these skills - they deny having
done or said the wrong thing (even with irrefutable proof); they are preoccupied with popularity; and they even use
‘pop’ speak (we are going to win ‘bigly’).
It is expected that teenagers tend towards impulsivity and so are more prone towards making mistakes. Part of their
development into adulthood is in them learning to own their mistakes through self-reflection. This process is usually
uncomfortable, but a necessary part of the journey to becoming a better version oneself; it is a process that should be
happening throughout our lives as we self-reflect and confront our shadows.
Of concern are the number of role models our children have who masquerade as adults but do not self-reflect and battle
to ‘own their stuff’. The importance of guiding our young people into adulthood through a mixed dose of nurturing,
loving, praising, cajoling and, at times, holding them accountable for their actions, falls squarely on the shoulders of all
significant adults in their lives.
Regretfully, by being away this past week, I have missed the John Axe Arts Week. For me this is one of the most enjoyable
programmes on our calendar and I relish in the opportunity it provides to place our artists, actors and musicians in the
spotlight. I am told that last night’s Interhouse Music was spectacular. I congratulate everyone involved over the past
week.

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Academic

World Knowledge Olympiad
Well done to all the girls who participated in the World
Knowledge Olympiad last term. In particular, the following
girls did well:
1st in Grade 12 – Erin Southey
1st in Grade 11 – Oyama Mzayidume
1st in Grade 10 – Paiton Levin
1st in Grade 9 – Erin Powers
1st in Grade 8 – Sesihle Mrara
Special mention must be made of Oyama Mzayidume who
was placed third in South Africa for Grade 11.

Oyama Mzayidume - Third in South Africa

Back: Erin Southey, Paiton Levin; Front: Erin Powers,
Sesihle Mrara

Parent-Teacher Meetings
The Parent–Teacher meetings will be held on Tuesday 8 October from 09:00 – 13:00 at St Andrew’s College. We ask parents
to book slots, as far as possible, as indicated below:
•
•

09:00 – 11:00: Surnames A‐L
11:00 – 13:00: Surnames M‐Z

On-line bookings will open at 08:00 on Monday 30 September and close at 16:00 on Friday 4 October ( https://sacdsgprep.
meettheteacher.com )
An email will be sent out shortly with instructions on how to book meetings with your daughter’s teachers.
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DISTINCTIONS TERM 2 EXAM ORDER
Congratulations to all the girls listed alphabetically below on their outstanding Term 2 exam results.
GRADE 8
Mia Babaya; Saffron Brown; Holly Clowes; Morgan Herring; Mia Karimba; Khanyi Khumalo; Emma Kruse; Catherine Leppan;
Estelle Minas; Natalie Morris; Stella Morton; Sesihle Mrara; Tegan-Lee Parker; Cornelia Rocher; Grace Rushmere; Georgia
Stewart; Anne-Marie Sutherland; Robyn Tharratt; Carrey Wiblin; Tyler Wratten; Nikita Xhanti.
GRADE 9
Megan Barrow; Katherine Brown; Emily De Kock; Emma De Sarigny;Jessica Dietrich; Sofia Goedhart; Ruby Graven-Dugmore;
Megan Joubert; Zanel Lombard; Erin Lowe; Anako Maleki; Simamkele Mgudlandlu; Camagu Mgwedli; Sbonga Nduli; Emily
Orphanides; Alythea Porter; Erin Powers; Anda Ratsibe; Frances Rowe; Georgina Schaefer; Megan Searle; Sage ThomassenHolmes.
GRADE 10
Josie Andrew; Tayla Barrett; Jemma Boonzaier; Chelsea Cordner; Savannah Coventry; Sarah De la Harpe; Nikki Du Toit; Sarah
Floquet; Kristen Foster; Amy Fowlds; Emma-Jane Gouws; Janet Lancefield; Rebecca Millard; Vuyo Motsilili; Jessica Ovendale;
Wama Polo; Nicola Shakerley; Nicola Voges.
GRADE 11
Kelby Barker; Olivia De Kock; Mikayla Eksteen; Georgie Gerber; Kate Long; Khanya Lugongolo; Georgina Lugongolo; Georgina
Mackenzie; Philisa Masito; Leah Micklewright; Emma Mulcahy; Oyama Mzayidume; Ivana Stevens.
GRADE 12
Sage Cawse; Saffron Gifford; Josie Hickey; Emily Morgan; Jules Murray; Nina Owen-Jones; Genevieve Powell; Lucy Schlebusch;
Sarah Stevenson.

The President’s Award Fun Run
Dali Banda and Cara Fisher
are the DSG reps on the
President’s Award Committee of
Grahamstown. They did a good
job of motivating DSG girls to
participate in this 5km annual
fun run, which was held earlier
this week.
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Cultural

Matric Music Recital
In preparation for their IEB final practical examinations, DSG and St Andrew’s College Grade 12 music students offered a recital
evening at the schools’ David Wynne Music School Auditorium. On Thursday evening, 12 September, a packed auditorium was
treated to some wonderful music. This included piano, classical guitar, violin, flute and clarinet solos.
The smartly dressed young musicians presented works spanning across most of the classical repertoire written for the various
instruments. All the works performed were beyond the IEB requirements for the instruments and we wish all these students
well during their final examinations.
Special mention must go to the teachers whom have prepared these young musicians of ours in honing their technical and
musical skills. Thank you to Mrs Salomie Rocher who has prepared them for the theory component of the subject and to Mrs
Natasja Eksteen, who once again displayed her organisational expertise and style in looking after the logistics for the evening.

Johan Pretorius
HOD MUSIC
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DSG Interhouse Music Competition
It is not often that one is left speechless after a school concert.
Especially one that was planned and produced by the students
themselves. However, the Interhouse Music Competition at
the Diocesan School for Girls in Grahamstown was an event
that will be remembered for a long time to come. A vast array
of musical styles was on offer and the girls executed these
with great professionalism and enthusiasm. They played to
their strengths and used the many instrumentalists in their
Houses with great success. In the end, it was Crewe House that
walked away with the honors, with Knowling and Merriman
tied in second place and Espin House in third. Special mention
must go to all the girls who attended this event for their
impeccable behavior throughout the evening. The staff and
girls of DSG can feel very proud of an excellent evening.

Johan Pretorius
HOD MUSIC

LUNCH HOUR CONCERT – TIMOTHY SIMPSON
The rather euphoric sound of the flute, especially when it is
masterfully played, is exactly what one needs on a perfect
spring day in the midst of a busy school term. This feeling of
exhilaration was experienced by the audience during a lunch
hour concert as part of St Andrew’s College and The Diocesan
School for Girls’ John Axe Arts Week.
The concert featured Timothy Simpson, a Grade 12 music
student. Not only did he show his skill on the flute, but he also
wowed the audience with a selection of vocal music, covering
different genres. This event was yet again proof of what can
be accomplished when talent is combined with hard work
and dedication.
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President’s Awards
Congratulations to Lucy Pringle, Olivia Price, Paiton Levin
and Aduke Sonuga on receiving their Bronze Award; and
congratulations to Georgia Brunette on attaining her Silver
Award.

Lucy Pringle, Olivia Price, Paiton Levin, Aduke Sonuga

Grade 9 Camp
83 excited Grade 9’s departed the DSG campus on Sunday 8th
September laden with heavy backpacks to start the inaugural
‘Education Outdoor’ camp at the Monastery. The camp was
7 days and 7 nights and jam-packed with numerous activities
with a key focus around cross-curricula learning. WESSA
(Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa), leaders
in sustainable tourism and outdoor education partnered with
DSG to run the cross-curricula aspect of the camp. Each of
the girls took part in two projects that explored water and
sustainability using learnings and concepts from across the
eSTEAM (environment, Science, Technology, Engineering, Art
and Maths) subjects.
The girls began and ended the camp with a chapel service,

the latter arranged and run by the group itself. During the
week, the activities ranged from solo time to community
engagement to self-exploration activities. The highlight for
most however, was an overnight hike and camp out under
the stars.
The week was an immense success and enjoyed by all. It
took a massive amount of planning to implement the camp
and thanks must be extended to everyone involved, but
most notably the four group leaders for the week, Mr Benji
Euvrard, Ms Leza-Mari Schoeman, Mr Van Der Walt and Ms
Nicol Gowar, and the expedition leader Mr Graeme Carlson. It
was Mr Clinton York, however, who made the camp a reality
and his incredible efforts must be commended.
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Preppies Supper
Last week Prep celebrated one of the most important and
enjoyable events in the Prep calendar: Old Prep Supper.
Having begun their educational journey at Junior Prep
together (and, for some of the pupils, Pre-Primary), the 2019
Old Prep Matrics joined the current Prep pupils in Memory
Hall to re-group, re-cap and enjoy an evening of memories,
funny stories and excellent food.
We were welcomed by the Marimba Band beating out
some well-known numbers. Some of our Old Preppies were
challenged to try their hand on the marimbas to see what
they remembered - it didn’t take long and it all came flooding
back. As always, all our Old Preppies (including staff and
Council members) gathered on the stage to sing the Prep
Song: “I’ll Sing You One-Oh!”, led by Lorraine Mullins.
Senior Prep’s Griffin Dorm has been designed almost solely
around the Monkey Dorm Races, and so, after dinner,
everyone piled into the Griffin dorm. Preppies clambered up
on top of cupboards. The beds were full of boys. Staff and
stooges squeezed in along the `track’ lines. Then the races
began! Lions, Tigers and Griffin competing against each other:
Current Preppies, then Matrics, Stooges, DSG girls, Junior
Preppies and even the Old Prep waiters and waitresses joined
in!
The noise of cheering and whooping was deafening and
competition was stiff, but the Old Preppies kindly held back
to the let the current Preppies at least stand a chance.

The Southey Old Preppies. Sarah (Gr7), Callum
(Prep Stooge), Erin (Gr12)
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Sport
Dear Parents
Athletics’ season is an ever diminishing corner of the school
sporting landscape. The rise of school water polo has
encroached further into August and September, traditionally
a space ring-fenced for Athletics. Now, along with all
schools, we find ourselves at DSG having to on the one side,
keep up with the current trend of offering greater training
opportunities for sports like water polo, whilst questioning
what we have ‘always done’, and if we did things differently,
would we have a more diverse and potentially better sports
programme which catered to all of our girls and helped us
remain competitive. If you look closely, these changes at DSG
are evident. Our water polo programme this season started
earlier, the basketball players are going on their first ever
tour this weekend and girls at DSG are now being given an
opportunity to play soccer alongside an ever growing list of
lifestyle sport options, which include cycling, trail running,
spinning, road running, Pilates, step and cardio-core classes.
But it is athletics which I would like to focus on for now, as one
of the best sporting days out in Grahamstown on the school
calendar must surely be the Anne Bandey Shield, which is the
annual athletics meet held between Kingswood, Victoria Girls
and DSG. It is always hosted by Kingswood and I must pay
tribute to their staff, who again this year organised and ran a
fantastic event. Then there is the atmosphere which is created
by Victoria Girls, as half their school arrive at Kingswood
for the afternoon and sing, dance and support throughout
the afternoon, cheering all the events, regardless of who is
winning and where their VG athlete is placed; their positive
energy creates a unique atmosphere for an athletics meeting.
And then there are the performances of the athletes, with
our DSG girls putting in some wonderful performances. There

were plenty of DSG 1st place finishes, and often where we
finished 1st, we placed 2nd as well. What was also wonderful
was that for a day, athletics ruled supreme. Our team, who
for most athletics is not their first love, were fully focused
on their athletic performance and representing DSG, which
creates such a special environment and it is undoubtedly one
of my favourite sports days of the year. Too many outstanding
performances to mention here, but amongst the best was
definitely the final race of the day. The U19 4x100m relay, in
which Toni Rafferty, in her last official athletics meeting for
DSG, was anchoring the team. She took the baton trailing the
Kingswood athlete by 5 metres if not more, but with steely
resolve she steadily reeled in the leader and won the race on
the finish line in a photo finish! Overall the DSG athletics team
won the Anne Bandey Shield for what we think is the 10th
year in succession.
Summer sport has officially started this week, as well as the
school tennis and squash championships, so the campus has
woken up from the relatively slow start and the normal busy
schedule is up and running in the afternoons across campus.

Captains Emma Mulcahy and Duki Sonuga

Toni Rafferty and Emily McLean

DSG Athletics Team
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There is also more to report back on from the past week. At
the end of the newsletter, there is a brief breakdown of the
upcoming fixtures and sports commitments from now until
the end of the year.
DSG hosted Springfest on Saturday, which saw the top
water polo schools in the Eastern Cape join us for a round
of friendly fixtures in our aquatic centre and Clarendon,
Stirling, Collegiate and Pearson all joined us in Grahamstown,
with Kingswood making the short trip from across the valley.
The day, which doubles as the official opening of the season,
consists of a round of matches where scores are not kept
and matches are 3 chukkas instead of the normal 4, allowing
for a low pressurised environment for the teams to put the
final touches on their preparations. The first official matches
of the water polo season for our 1st and U15A teams were
then played on Wednesday this week, as Kingswood joined us
for matches. The balance of the derby fixture will be played
on Saturday at Kingswood. Our U15’s put in a convincing
performance to win 12-2 while the DSG 1st team went
behind in the 1st chukka, and although fighting admirably
throughout, could not recover from the early deficit and lost
the match 8-6. Our 1st team is on tour in Cape Town this
weekend playing at the Mackenzie Cup hosted by Reddam
Constantia, while our U15A team is in Port Elizabeth at the
Collegiate U15 Tournament.
Last weekend the DSG U14A water polo team toured to
George and took part in the Eden Extreme U15 Water Polo
Tournament, hosted by Glenwood House. As the only U14
team at this event we were expected to find the going tough,
but we showed our metal and only suffered one loss in the
pool rounds. We went into the semi-finals full of confidence,
but our scoring form left us and we lost to Bridge House.
However, we bounced back in the bronze medal game to
defeat York 5-0 and secured 3rd place, which sets the season
up nicely for the U14’s.
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Rhino Run
Over 40 DSG girls took part in the annual Rhino Run held in
Kenton this past weekend. With over 900 participants at the
event in Kenton, it was the largest Rhino Run in the country.
The DSG girls ran well and picked up the 1st two places in
the women’s 5km section, with Emma Kruse in 1st and
Laura Campbell in 2nd. We must also mention that Barbara
Mulcahy (mother of Emma Mulcahy – Grade 11 Crewe) won
the women’s 12km run. A great day out at the coast, with
wonderful support from the local community, and all in
support of a very worthy cause.
Tennis
The DSG 1st tennis team, along with St Andrew’s College,
got the 2019/2020 tennis season off the ground on Monday,
when we took on Cradock High School in a round of doubles
and mixed doubles tennis matches. The combined DSG and St
Andrew’s team comfortably won the fixture 14 matches to 2,
to get the season off to a good start.
As mentioned earlier, our 1st water polo and U15A water polo
teams are away on tour this weekend, as is our 1st basketball
team, which is in Johannesburg at the St Peters Cultural
Festival. This is the first tour for our basketball squad outside
the province, so we are very excited for the experience which
lies before them, and we wish them everything of the best for
their tour.

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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Term 3 Sports Diary
2019
A brief outline of some notable sports dates for the rest of the year
are included below:
19-22 September
19-22 September
19-22 September
21 September
25 September
26-29 September
28 September
3-6 October
4 October
5 October
7 October
10 October
12 October
16 October
18 October
18-19 October
19 October
19 October
24-25 October
24-27 October
24-27 October
26 October
26 October
26-27 October
28 October
1 November
1-2 November
2 November
9 November
29 Nov. – 1 Dec.

1st Water Polo team tour to Cape Town
1st Basketball team tour to Johannesburg
U15A Water Polo team tour to Port Elizabeth
Water Polo vs Kingswood (A)
Tennis vs Kingswood
Swimming Aquabear Gala
Basketball vs Kingswood (A)
1st and U15A Water Polo tour to East London
Athletics Relay Day (Lower)
Water Polo vs Collegiate (A)
DSG Sports Dinner
Athletics Day (Lower)
Swimming A League Gala (PE)
Tennis vs Port Alfred
Tennis vs VG
U14B Water Polo team tour to East London
Athletics meeting in Port Elizabeth
Water Polo vs Pearson and Alex Road (H)
Hockey and Swimming vs Ipswich School (H)
1st Water Polo team tour to Johannesburg
U14A Water Polo team tour to Johannesburg
Athletics meeting in Port Elizabeth
Water Polo vs Woodridge (H)
Albany Tennis Championships
Tennis vs Kingswood
Tennis vs Port Alfred
Water polo vs Kingswood (H)
Athletics meeting in Port Elizabeth (EP Champs)
Swimming A League Gala (PE)
Swimming NMBA Champs in Port Elizabeth
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The Diocesan School for Girls
Junior School Grade 4 - 7
We invite all interested friends to join us
08h30
09h00
09h15
09h55
10h30
11h15
12h45
13h45
15h00

Arrival and morning tea
Welcome from the Heads
Junior School campus tour
Buddy-up for break-time
Enjoy classroom activities while
your parents go on a full
campus tour
Heritage Day celebrations
Heritage Day Braai
Sport
Home time or stay for a
sleep-over in The Grange

Wear something comfy or dress up to celebrate Heritage Day.
Don’t forget to pack your sports gear, costume and swimming towel.
Please RSVP to Vanessa Bowes by 20 September 082 331 1152 | v.bowes@dsgschool.com

We hope to see you there.

