DSG
Newsletter Term 3 #25 | 12 September 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Our inaugural ‘new look’ Grade 9 Outdoor Camp commenced on Sunday and it brings to fruition a dream to embrace a handson, project-based, cross-curricular approach to learning. The Grade 9 girls will spend a week out at Mariya uMama weThemba
Monastery engaging in normal Outdoor Education activities such as rock climbing, abseiling, hiking, cycling, cooking on a gas
stove and sleeping in tents. In addition, they will also carry out community tasks at the SPCA and the adjacent school, Holy
Cross Primary, and complete educational assignments. It was incredibly exciting to welcome them at the Monastery on Sunday
afternoon after their 8km hike there which they completed easily and quickly.
The Monastery lends itself to this kind of ‘bush school’ programme - it is a 42-hectare piece of land on the mountainside,
10kms outside Grahamstown. Besides a small ‘village’ of well-maintained buildings, it also has a fresh water stream, ample
area to camp out and features such as a large rock face. The area is ideal for hiking and cycling.
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However, it is the educational component on which I wish to focus in this letter. I said to the girls that I hoped that this
opportunity would put the excitement back into learning for them as they engaged in assignments on challenges immediately
visible to them and were able to be inspired by their surroundings.
Their programme will avail them to tasks requiring individual and group creativity embracing Art, Drama and the languages
they study; they will conduct research on the sustainability of the site as well as a water audit; and they will be assigned
projects directly related to the area. The two main projects are:
1. A full stream assessment from ‘source’ to ‘mouth’ (boundary to boundary). This assignment’s ‘challenge statement’ is:
How can we make changes to the Monastery Camp layout and site to improve and work towards a river rehabilitation
project?
2. A valley slope transect from summit to stream, assessing biodiversity, vegetation cover and veld quality. The
‘challenge statement’ for this is:
What is the quality of the natural veld on the Monastery property, and is the property at risk from fire, and how can DSG
mitigate against these risks by improving and rehabilitating the land?
We have engaged the NGO, WESSA (Wildlife and Environmental Society of South Africa) and they have constructed these
projects and five of their facilitators are out on camp with our girls and staff.
This facility has been gifted to DSG on a long-term lease with few expectations other than to maintain it; and it is an incredible
gift to have received. The Brothers have relocated to Hermanus and it was their wish that the site remain within the Anglican
Family and that it be used for educational and spiritual purposes. Fittingly, we began the camp in the on-site chapel and gave
Thanks. In time, other groups will use this facility also for confirmation and prefect camps, tutor outings, junior boarding
outings and staff professional growth courses. It is also being made available to other schools.
I thank Brother Daniel and the Order of Brothers for this generous gift to us. Thank you to Mr Clinton York for the enormous
amount of work he has undertaken in readying the site for this first camp and to Mr David Wright for driving the educational
programme.
This is the beginning of an exciting new venture for DSG.

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Grade 10 Outing to Table Farm
The Grade 10s, as part of their Journey preparation, hiked approximately 12km to the St Andrew’s College outdoor facility at
Table Farm. They overnighted at the camp, where they were introduced to many of the skills that are required for Journey. They
carried and erected their tents, cooked meals on camp cookers and went through an introductory course of skills required. The
girls did incredibly well throughout the weekend despite some very hot conditions. We would like to acknowledge all the staff
that took part and who gave up valuable family time to facilitate this weekend and especially Mr Ryan Dewey of St Andrew’s
who put the event together.
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Academic

Grade 10 Elevate Workshop – Finishing Line
On Monday our Grade 10s took part in their final Elevate
workshop. Some were first exposed to this amazing company
in the Junior School and others for the first time when they
arrived at DSG in Grade 8. Over the years we have tailor made
our study skills programme, in conjunction with Elevate, to
best suit our girls’ needs. Each workshop builds on from the
previous one, with time to also reinforce previously learnt
skills to ensure that the girls do not forget these. There is no
doubt in my mind that each girl learns at least one or two new
skills that can be incorporated as part of her study regime,
even our already diligent and hardworking girls. Elevate has
the knack of identifying bad habits and teaching simple and
effective means of remedying these in order to gain maximum
benefit. Some girls may not realise what valuable information
they have received over the years and some are still clinging to
the notion that writing notes and spending hours memorising
these are effective study methods. This may work for them at
school, but sadly not at university where the volumes of work
are just too much. I encourage all the girls to treasure the
workbooks they have received from Elevate over the years
(or to come and get new ones from me if they have misplaced
theirs) and to try and implement some of the suggestions in
their next set of examinations. These ideas have all been well
researched. If they have taken nothing else onboard over the
years, then I hope that the one thing they will remember is
the value of doing past papers – a minimum of two to three
for all subjects.
The Finishing Line Workshop covered three areas of focus,
namely Exam Focused Study, Stress and Wellbeing and
Holiday Study. The girls were taught how to remove their
blind spots and gain a deeper understanding of their work.
This involved using their current tests and past papers as
starting points rather than end points of the studying process.
They were also taught how to use a bulletproof booklet to

target their weaker areas of understanding. A digital copy
of the booklet is available for them to download from the
Elevate Student Portal. The workshop also showed them how
to identify symptoms of stress and to put a plan in place to
address their stress. They were encouraged to prioritise their
health, especially over exam periods. Finally, they were given
some great tips on how to incorporate study time into their
holiday breaks. This will obviously become more and more
necessary as they move into their final school years. All in
all, this was another very valuable workshop which was
largely well received by the girls. They commented that they
enjoyed the presenters. They found them to be interesting,
funny and easy to relate to (the presenters all being young
Varsity students). Comments ranged from things like “it was
helpful and relevant to our age” to “I really enjoyed these
programmes as they helped me a lot with figuring out ways in
which to improve my study ethic”.

Jane Jarvis

Educational Psychologist
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Grade 8 Elevate Workshop – Ace Your Exams
On Monday the Grade 8 girls attended the Ace Your Exams
workshop. This was a follow-on to the Study Sensei workshop
that they attended at the beginning of the year. In this
workshop they learnt about the 6 biggest mistakes in exam
preparation and the 7 steps for preparation excellence to
overcome these mistakes. They learnt that the ideal length
of time to start preparing before exams is three weeks and
that this did not include writing notes. Writing notes needs
to be done in term time! They were also encouraged to use
an exam planner to help them work in a more structured
manner leading up to exams, thereby ensuring that work of
the highest value did not get left until too late. A copy of this
planner can be downloaded from the Elevate Student Portal.
To end the workshop, they were taught 3 steps to exam
room excellence to help them perform at their best on the
actual day of the examination. Comments on the value of the
workshop by the girls included: “I learnt that notes are not
the most important way to learn”, “I learnt that doing a lot
of past papers lets you know where you struggle the most”
and “I learnt that when I get my paper (test) back I must go
through it thoroughly and that past papers help a lot”. The
girls were all given workbooks which I encourage them to
keep safe and to refer back to before the end of year exams.

Jane Jarvis

Educational Psychologist
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Jozana Exchange
We would like to welcome Ayanda Mathayi, Emihle Guma,
Amahle Tshayela and Busisiwe Hlanjwa from Sterkspruit to
DSG on an exchange organised by the Jozana Foundation as a
reward for their academic excellence.

Rev Sue

Jozana Exchange Pupils

Cultural

Open Mic Night
On Saturday evening 7 September girls and boys filled the
music school amphitheater for the highly anticipated Open
Mic concert. An array of talented musicians compiled an
evening of pieces that thrilled and captivated their audience
for the full hour.
The festivity was opened with an iconic violin duet by Yolisa
Ngcola and Asive Nqcebetsha, who performed their own
arrangement, which was brilliant in every way. The night
also included an acoustic duet by Lisa Maqula and Lucy
Schlebusch, our very own cultural prefects; an exciting group
piece by Umtha Sibam, accompanied by Jonathan Moremi
and Lukhanyiso Bomela, both of St Andrew’s College, and
an acoustic group piece presented by Zintle Yaka, Babsi Kleyi
and Lucy Schlebusch.
Soloists included Swazi Sibam and Sbonga Nduli, who both
arranged and executed their pieces with perfection.

Special mention goes to Megan Rogan and Mingoli Khonje
who wowed the audience and brought tears to people’s eyes
with their vocal solos.
The evening was tied together by our MCs, Libo Ngwenya
and Mbali Booi who did an excellent job of interacting with
the audience and keeping a light-hearted atmosphere which
helped ease the performers’ nerves.
Special thanks goes to our catering company for providing
delicious doughnuts and hot chocolate for everyone to
enjoy, to Mr Flanagan for organising the event, Mr Brown
for running the sound, the girls and boys who gathered to
support the musicians, and last but not least, our talented
performers for making this Open Mic Night a success, and
definitely one to remember.

Sabine Renaud, Grade 11
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Women Walking
DSG girls walked in empathy and solidarity with other schools
last Friday as a silent protest against violence against women.
Their message is clear and we support their claim for a safer
future for women in South Africa and around the world.

August Winners
1st Prize: Sandy Maree
2nd Prize: Tandi Ferreira
3rd Prize: Petra Gentz
4th Prize: Sizwe Nkukwana
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Sport
Dear Parents
We are up and running into the last term of the year and
on the sporting front it has been a relatively quiet start
for most. Not for our horse riders however, who were
competing in East London over the weekend at the Eastern
Cape Championships, and they again came away with some
outstanding results. Sienna Evans picked up a 3rd place and
also finished as the runner up in 90cm Novice Equitation,
while Ellie Counsell had two 3rd places and was 2nd in the
90cm 2 Phase. Felicity Burton won the Prelim 3 Dressage as
well as picking up two 2nd places, Kei Repapis won the 1.10m
2 Phase and placed 3rd in the Open Equitation. Emma-Jane
Gouws was the runner up in the Novice 3 Dressage and was
named as the 1m Intermediate Equitation Champion for the
Eastern Cape. Emily Paterson, was 2nd in the 1m Equitation
and 1st in the 1m 2 Phase Competition. She was named the
Eastern Cape 1m Equitation Reserve Champion and was also
crowned the 1m Eastern Cape Junior Champion, and finally
Tarryn Whitfield was crowned the 1.10m East Cape Champion.

This week we are running interhouse events for tennis,
squash and athletics field events, but just for Grades 10-12 as
the Grade 9’s are away on an outdoor education camp, so we
will run the junior events later in the term.
Looking to what lies ahead and the athletics team for the
Anne Bandey Shield has been finalised. They have started
training and that event takes place next week Tuesday at
Kingswood. There have also been water polo trials for the
senior teams this week, and on Saturday it is the turn of all
the water polo 1st teams in the Eastern Cape to visit DSG to
play in our season opening festival. Again, the matches are
not official, which encourages a better learning environment
and opportunity for growth for players and coaches alike and
we very much look forward to hosting this event.
Our U14A water polo team is away this weekend in George, as
their season officially gets underway. They are taking part in
the Eden Extreme U15 Water Polo Tournament being hosted
by Glenwood House on Friday and Saturday. We wish them
safe travels and the best of luck for the tournament.

We also hosted an opening of the season water polo day for
U14A and U15A teams from around the Eastern Cape. No
results to report on though, as it is a day where we deliberately
do not keep score and the matches are three chukkas’ instead
of the normal four, so that the matches cannot be counted
as official games, but can be used for pre-season preparation
which is the aim. It was a good day out in the pool and all the
U14 and U15 teams, ours included, picked up some invaluable
match practice before the season gets underway in earnest.
There were also provincial water polo trials in Port Elizabeth
this past Sunday for U14’s and U15’s and this weekend there
are the trials for the U16 and U19 age groups.
Summer Barratt

Jessie Orphanides

Cate Stretton
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On Sunday it is the annual Rhino Run in Kenton and we again
have a large group of DSG girls taking part.
I end this week’s newsletter by congratulating all our Winter
Sport award winners, which were presented in assembly on
Tuesday.
The full list of awards is below:
Horse Riding
Ingrid Emslie, Hannah Jones – Team Award
Kiara Dewey - Team Re-award
Emma-Jane Gouws - Team Award and Half-Colours Award
Felicity Burton, Ellie Counsell, Alexandra Rowe - Team Reaward and Half-Colours Award
Beth Rennie, Babette Swart - Team Re-award and Half-Colours
Re-award
Sienna Evans, Georgie Gerber, Emily Paterson, Kei Repapis,
Tarryn Whitfield - Team Re-award and Colours Award

Back: Sienna Evans, Georgie Gerber, Babette Swart, Kei
Repapis, Emma-Jane Gouws, Emily Paterson; Front:
Felicity Burton, Eleanor Counsell, Tarryn Whitfield,
Alexandra Rowe - Equitation

Squash
Olivia Price, Zintle Yaka - Team Award
Lucy McAdam - Team Re-award
Erin Powers - Team Award & Half-Colours Award
Julia Basson - Team Re-award & Half-Colours Award
Zoë Ballantyne, Diana Dixie - Team Re-award & Colours Award
Ivana Stevens - Team Re-award & Colours Re-award
Netball
Katarina Behr, Emma Davidson, Emma Mulcahy, Yonelani Tini
- Team Award
Josie Hickey, Genevieve Powell, Tyla Rose - Team Re-award
Umtha Sibam - Team Re-award & Half-Colours Award
Vile Diko, Babalwa Kleyi - Team Re-award & Colours Award
Hockey
Duki Sonuga, Lauren Viljoen, Chiara Williams-Wynn - Team
Award
Kelly Hobson, Juliet Rogan - Team Re-award
Olivia Davidson, Nicky Voges - Team Award and Half-Colours
Award
Anna Jones, Sabine Renaud - Team Re-award and Half-Colours
Re-award
Chelsea Lennett, Indipile Ndamase - Team Award and Colours
Award
Nikki du Toit, Enya Kemp, Diana Dixie - Team Re-award and
Colours Award
Nina Owen-Jones, Torva Sharwood - Team Re-award and
Colours Re-award

Back: Ivana Stevens, Julia Basson; Front: Diana Dixie,
Zoe Ballantyne - Squash

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Umtha Sibam, Vile Diko, Babalwa Kleyi - Netball
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Matric Music Recital

David Wynne Music School
12 September 2019
19:00

14

Living Room Sessions

15

Living Room Sessions

16

Surprise Performance

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

19:00
Parents, Staff, Grade 11 & 12 (only)
Lilla Strong Hall, DSG

19:00
Grade 8 to 10
Lilla Strong Hall, DSG

18

DSG Interhouse Music

19

Contemporary Band

19

Drama Showcase

20

String Soloists’ Showcase

20

Instep

21

Instep

22

John Axe Awards

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

13:20 – 14:00
Lilla Strong Hall, DSG

THURSDAY

16
MONDAY

College Interhouse Music
19:00
Centenary Hall, College

FRIDAY

17
TUESDAY

Jazz Band

13:30 – 14:00
D.R. Wynne Music School, DSG

FRIDAY

17
TUESDAY

18

WEDNESDAY

InterHouse Art,
Poety & Songs

18:30 – 19:30
David Hodgson Exhibition Foyer
Cawse Library, College

Tim Simpson

13:30 – 14:00
D.R. Wynne Music School, DSG

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
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19:00
Lilla Strong Hall, DSG

13:00 – 14:00
Nonnie Mullins Dining Hall, DSG

19:00
Drill Hall, College

13:30 – 14:00
D.R. Wynne Music School, DSG

19:00
Drill Hall, College

19:00
Drill Hall, College

19:00
Drill Hall, College

ST ANDREW’S
COLLEGE
24 4 SMILEY
28 to 29
SEPTEMBER 2019
10 am Saturday to
10 am Sunday
Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
In fond memory of boys who passed
on during their time at College.
Open to everyone run/walk 1 lap or
for the full 24 hours,
individually or as a
relay team.
R20 Entrance | All proceeds go towards
school Community Engagement projects
Food and Beverages will be on sale

Balloon Week
7 - 10 October 2019
Friday 4 October
08:00
Junior School Sports Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
14:00
Interhouse Athletics Relays on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
Saturday 5 October
10:00
Baptism Service in the DSG Chapel
Monday 7 October
14:00
Confirmation Service in the DSG Chapel
16:00
Opening of the Art and Design Exhibitions in Cornish, Arthur Cotton
Design Centre and Centenary Hall
18:30
DSG Sports Awards Dinner in the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall
Tuesday 8 October
09:00
Parent-Teacher Meetings for all parents in the Drill Hall, Centenary
Hall and D&T Centre at St Andrew’s College
Online booking required:
Pupil surnames A – L preferably from 09:00 to 11:00
Pupil surnames M – Z preferably from 11:00 to 13:00
18:00
Valedictory Service for Matrics and Parents in the DSG Chapel
19:00
Matric Leavers’ Dinner in the Nonie Mullins Dining Hall
Wednesday 9 October
08:30
Senior School Prize-giving in the Guy Butler Theatre, Settlers’
Monument
17:00
St Andrew’s College Retreat Ceremony on Lower Field, St Andrew’s
College
Thursday 10 October
07:30
Interhouse Athletics Day on Lower Field, St Andrew’s College
14:00
Half Term begins after Athletics Prize-giving and Roll Call

Balloon Week
Balloon
Week
- 10October
October 2019
7 -7 10
2019
Friday44October
October
Friday
08h00
St Andrew’s
College
Festival
08:00
Junior
School
SportsU14
DayBasketball
on Lower Field,
St Andrew’s College
14h00
Interhouse Athletics Relays on
(Lower
Field)
14:00
Interhouse
Lower
Field, St Andrew’s College
Monday57October
October
Saturday
16h00
OpeningService
of the Art
andDSG
Design
Exhibition in Cornish Visual Arts Centre,
10:00
Baptism
in the
Chapel
Centenary Hall, Arthur Cotton Design Centre
17h30
Confirmation Service (Chapel)
Monday 7 October
14:00
Confirmation Service in the DSG Chapel
Tuesday
8
October
16:00
Opening of the Art and Design Exhibitions in Cornish, Arthur Cotton
09h00
Parent-Teacher meetings for all parents in the Drill Hall, Centenary Hall
Design Centre and Centenary Hall
and D&T Centre at St Andrew’s College to 13h00
18:30
DSG
Sports
Awards
Dinner inPupil
the Nonie
Mullins
Diningfrom
Hall09h00 to 11h00
Online
booking
required:
surnames
A – L preferably

Pupil surnames M – Z preferably from 11h00 to 13h00
Tuesday
09h00 8 October
Exhibitions in various venues (Cornish Visual Arts Centre, Centenary
09:00
Parent-Teacher
Meetings
for allCotton
parentsDesign
in the Centre)
Drill Hall,
Centenary
Hall, Cawse Library
and Arthur
until
13h00 – All
Hall
and invited
D&T Centre
at St Andrew’s College
parents
to view
17h15
Valedictory
Service
in the Chapel for Matrics and their parents, followed
Online
booking
required:
by refreshments
the Housemasters’
residences
Pupil at
surnames
A – L preferably
from 09:00 to 11:00
18h30
Headmaster’s
Cocktail
PartyMat–Crossways
forfrom
St Andrew’s
Pupil
surnames
Z preferably
11:00 toCollege
13:00
parents
of
Grade
8
–
11
(RSVP
required)
18:00
Valedictory Service for Matrics and Parents in the DSG Chapel
19h00
House Leavers’
Suppers Dinner
in Clapham
Jubilee
for Matric
19:00
Matric
in the
NonieHall
Mullins
Diningparents
Hall and boys

Wednesday
9 October
Wednesday
9 October
09h00
Individual Shooting Championships (Lightfoot Shooting Range)
08:30
Senior School Prize-giving in the Guy Butler Theatre, Settlers’
09h00
Exhibitions in various venues (Cornish Visual Arts Centre, Centenary
Monument
Hall, Cawse Library and Arthur Cotton Design Centre) until 13h00 – All
17:00
St
Andrew’s
College
Retreat Ceremony on Lower Field, St Andrew’s
parents
invited
to view
College
14h00
Speech Day (Guy Butler Theatre, Settler’s Monument)
17h00
Tea available in the Norton Common Room, Lower Field
Thursday
10Retreat
October
17h30
Ceremony (Lower Field)
07:30
Interhouse
Athletics
Day on
Field,till
St 20h00
Andrew’s College
18h30
Refreshments
for parents
in Lower
the Houses
19h00
Opening
Thomas
Mapikela
Debating
Chamber
– byCall
Invitation only
14:00
Half
Termof
begins
after
Athletics
Prize-giving
and Roll

Thursday 10 October
07h30
12h30
12h30

St Andrew’s College and DSG Sports Day (Lower Field)
Athletics Prize-giving
Half Term begins after the athletics prize-giving

