DSG
Newsletter Term 2 #23 | 7 August 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
This newsletter will be the final salvo of another busy, productive and successful term. There have been many
individual, team, group and indeed whole-school successes and I think we can reflect on the term with pride. In my
many forays about the campus, sometimes on my own and often with guests, I am always cheered by the mood
evident in the girls’ interactions with one another, in their greetings of me and even in the spring in their steps.
There is a buoyancy, a sense of excitement and promise, and a contagious, positive energy.
I also know that the girls have experienced difficult and challenging times where they have had to dig deep and
grow resilience; for many, this past examination period has been one of those times and for others it has been sport
or cultural challenges or friendship issues or something more personal. My hope always is that each girl has been
mostly happy but that there has been enough discomfort to cause her to develop and to learn.
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Sadly, at the end of a term, there are always farewells to be made. Mr Mike Skipper is heading back to the UK to
start the academic year there in September. Mike has played an extraordinary role as Director of Music over the
past five years and we are sad to lose him. His insatiable energy, inspirational leadership, exceptional musicality and
vision means that he leaves behind a flourishing, well-functioning Music School. He leaves with our grateful thanks
and blessing.
Ms Christelle Hutchinson has taught French at DSG for the past three years, been a live-out Deputy Housemistress
of Manyano House and a leader on the Fish River Journey. She has also been a wonderful tutor and a sports coach.
She is extremely thorough and organised and has been prepared to go the extra mile to ensure that what is done is
done well and that her pupils are well cared for. Christelle has always been one of the first to volunteer when there
is a job to do and we shall miss her for her generosity and willingness to work hard. Go well, Christelle!
As is usual, there are several activities over this holiday period. The Music School is presently touring KwaZulu-Natal,
having left yesterday morning already. I trust that the staff and musicians will have a memorable, successful trip and
that they will be excellent ambassadors for us. Our under 16A hockey team is unbeaten and has scored well over
100 goals this season. They are an exceptionally talented group of girls and they are off to the ‘Top 12’ tournament
in Paarl where they will pit themselves against the best in the country. On Friday, Rev Sue Paton and Mr Dominic
Marx leave with 20 girls and boys on a World Challenge trip to Borneo and we wish them well. Lastly, towards the
end of the holidays, a group of Grade 11 girls together with Ms Wendy Boynton and Mr Jayson Flanagan will head
off on the Mfolozi Trail.
I wish each girl traveling a safe and uneventful trip and happy holidays.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Christelle Hutchinson

Mike and Sue Skipper
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Academic

World Knowledge Olympiad
The World Knowledge Olympiad is a long-standing national Olympiad in which
learners can test their general knowledge against the rest of the country. This
year, Oyama Mzayidume was placed third in the national rankings for the Grade 11
category. Oyama has participated in this Olympiad every year, and has performed
consistently well in the national rankings. Congratulations Oyama!

End of Term Reports

Cambridge International A Level
Examination Results
Grade 12s who wrote Cambridge A Level examinations in May
and June this year will be able to access their results from 08:00
on Tuesday 13 August at the Cambridge results website: https://
myresults.cie.org.uk. Login details for the results website have been
sent to each candidate’s school email address. Should you have any
queries about the results, please email Graham Creese at g.creese@
sacschool.com

Applications for the Cambridge
International A Levels Stream in 2020
The deadline for applications from Grade 10s to change to the
Cambridge A Levels stream in Grade 11 in 2020 was on Wednesday
7 August. If you still intend to submit an application for your child,
please do so as soon as possible. If you need more time to discuss
the decision to change to the A Levels stream with your child, please
let Graham Creese know by email (g.creese@sacschool.com) that
you are still deliberating, so that we know to expect a response
from you. The applications received will be discussed by the Heads
and Academic Heads at the beginning of the third term, after which
places on the A Levels stream for 2020 will be finalised.

Graham Creese

Head of A Levels & Curricular Innovation

The end of term reports with Term
Orders and Examination results will be
issued by email as PDF attachments
and will be available on the myDSG
Parent Portal https://my.dsgschool.com
under the menu My Children | School
Reports. Reports will be published on
Friday 9 August by midday.
Please contact Margie McLeod at
m.mcleod@dsgschool.com until
Wednesday 14 August for any queries.
If you have not yet logged in to myDSG,
you should start by requesting a
password at https://my.dsgschool.com/
request-password. Remember to use
your registered email address with the
school to receive your password.
If you have forgotten your password
you can reset it at the following link:
https://my.dsgschool.com/forgotpassword using your registered email
address.
DSG no longer uses the D6
communicator or SIMS Parent.
Guidance for uninstalling D6 can be
found at https://d6.co.za/education/
services/support/d6-communicatorsupport/ and SIMS Parent can be
removed from your device simply with
a tap-and-hold on the app icon and
then deleting and uninstalling.

Margie McLeod
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Grade 9 Cognitive Abilities Testing (CAT)
The Grade 9s underwent CAT testing this term to provide them
with further information to help with their subject choices
for next year. CAT is not specifically a subject choice test, but
rather provides insight into where a person’s strengths and
weaknesses lie in terms of their cognitive abilities. The girls
have each received a copy of their report from this testing and
have been encouraged to take it home for further discussion
with their parents. The results are printed in bar graph format.
Obviously, the longer the bar the greater the strength. The
results are a reflection of your daughter’s performance on the
day of testing. They need to be considered in conjunction with
their performance to date in the various academic subjects,
plus their interest in the subject. Remember, if a child is
allowed to do something that they enjoy and are good at, the
marks will come more easily than simply taking a subject to
try and “keep doors open”.
If your daughter is still struggling to make her final subject
choices after all the input she has received to date, then
I highly recommend the online testing by Pivotal Talent
called SubjectChoice. This test matches individual’s core

interests and skill-sets to suitable careers and, in turn,
makes recommendations on subject choices. Pivotal Talent
is continuously researching career fields to ensure that their
information and testing procedures are relevant and up
to date. It is also important to note that Pivotal Talent has
aligned the SubjectChoice assessment with DSG’s subject
choice options and so will not make recommendations that
cannot be catered for within our options. The test costs R950
(incl VAT), is easily accessible and the report is generated
automatically on completion of the testing. Payment can be
made online. The test is available on the following link http://
ai.pivotaltalent.co.za/?CID=198E7. This link is custom-made
for DSG. For further information or if you have any difficulties
accessing the test, please contact William Hardie on 083 326
1198 or william.hardie@pivotalgroup.co.za.
Your daughter is also most welcome to book an appointment
with Jane Jarvis at the start of next term to discuss any queries
or concerns that she may have around her subject choices.

Jane Jarvis

Chinese Bridge Competition
Two DSG girls, Anna Paterson and Savannah Coventry,
took part in the 12th Chinese Bridge Chinese Proficiency
Competition for Foreign Secondary School Students in South
Africa on 3 August, 2019. The competition was hosted by the
Chinese Culture and International Education Exchange Centre
in Pretoria and sponsored by the Chinese Embassy.
Contestants were competing from all over the country; they
had to complete a test around Chinese culture, language and
general knowledge of China, and participate in a Chinese
speech and talent show. Anna practised Tai Chi and Savannah
performed a Chinese fan dance. Both of our girls successfully
won awards for their efforts.

Prof Mwepu, Ms Fu, Savannah Coventry, Anna Paterson,
Prof Zhang

Shuying Fu

Anna Paterson

Savannah Coventry
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Exchange

Australian Exchange
Angela Volschenk arrived safely in Sydney, Australia for her
Exchange. She was happy to meet up with her co-student
from Abbotsleigh School and staff member, Ms Marg Selby.
We wish Angela an exciting Exchange experience.

Angela Volschenk on Exchange in Australia

Grade 10 Outwalk
On completion of the winter sport programme, the Grade 10s have been keeping their physical exercise on track by undergoing
some cycling and hiking prep for their Journey later in the year. The reward for all those uphills is a magnificent view over our
beautiful city.
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Women’s Day and Women’s Month
South Africa commemorates Women’s Month in August
as a tribute to the more than 20,000 women who marched
to the Union Buildings on 9 August 1956, in protest against
the extension of Pass Laws to women. The Government
of South Africa declared August Women’s Month and 9
August is celebrated annually as Women’s Day. The aim of the
Women’s Month book display is to pay tribute to the strength
of women, real and fictional, and to show off the talents of
female writers and present strong, female protagonists for
the rest of the school to learn from, and enjoy.
“Here’s to strong women. May we know them; may we be
them; may we raise them.”

Erin Powers

Grade 9 Library Assistant

Erin Powers

Chapel

Chaplain’s Report
The end of term Corporate Communion Service last Sunday,
was a celebratory, though sad one, as we bade farewell to
Mr Mike Skipper. Mr Skipper has been very instrumental in
enriching all our Chapel services with his extensive knowledge
and skill in music, adding inspiration to our worship of the
Almighty God. Chapel has been filled with wonderful organ
recitals at the beginning and end of each service and it has
been something to look forward to every week. Mr Skipper
leaves behind a very powerful and capable Chapel Choir,
which makes all our special services stand out, with beautiful
renditions of both hymns and choruses for the enjoyment of
all in attendance.
We shall miss you Mr Skipper, but we wish you and your
family a wonderful time on your new adventure. Bon Voyage!

Rev Rachel
Chaplain

EN AVANT

7 August 2019

SOME SIGNIFICANT DATES FOR 2019 TERM 3

1-3 Sept
4 Sept
4 September
8-15 Sept
13-20 Sept
14 & 15 Sept
20 Sept
20 & 21 Sept
28 Sept
1 Oct
3 Oct
3 Oct
3 Oct-15 Nov
4 Oct
4 Oct
4 Oct
6 Oct
7-10 Oct
7 Oct
7 Oct
7 Oct
8 Oct
8 Oct
9 Oct
9 Oct
10 Oct
10 Oct
10-14 Oct
19 Oct
23 Oct-29 Nov
4 Nov
10 Nov
11 Nov
13 Nov-3 Dec
22 Nov
22-23 Nov
25 Nov
28-29 Nov
2 Dec
2 Dec
3 Dec
4 Dec

08h00
19h00
19h00
19h00
07h30
12h30
18h30

08h00
14h00
19h00
14h00
16h00
18h30
09h00
18h00
08h30
14h00
07h30
12h30
19h00

10h00
08h00

10h30
18h0
17h00

Matric Revision Camp
Term 3 Begins
Deadline for Grade 9s to submit Subject Choices
Grade 9 Camp
John Axe Arts Week
Living Room Sessions
Flight Deadline for Half Term
INSTEP Performances
DSG Ante Matric Dance
Prefect Announcement
Prefect Induction
House Suppers
Cambridge International Exams
Matrics’ Last Day of School
Interhouse Sports Day (JNR)
Interhouse Athletics Relays
Matric Farewell Service
Balloon Week
Confirmation Service
Opening of Art & Design Exhibitions
DSG Sports Dinner
Parent-Teacher Meetings
Matric Valedictory Service & Leavers’ Dinner
DSG Senior Prize-giving
SAC Speech Day & Retreat Ceremony
Interhouse Athletics Day
Athletics Prize-giving
Half Term
SAC Ante Matric Dance
IEB Matric Final Exams
Grade 11 Exams Begin
Remembrance Day
Flight Deadline for End of Term
John Jones Fish River Journey
Grade 9 Exams Begin
1956 & 1969 DSG Leavers’ Reunion
Grade 8 Exams Begin
School Play Performances (JNR)
Junior School Prize-giving (JNR)
Grade 7 Leavers’ Dinner (JNR)
Final Assembly & End of Term
Travel Day

7 August 2019

DSG Newsletter 							
Sport
Dear Parents
Five DSG teams played hockey against Union on Saturday,
which was the culmination of the derby day season, and our
U14B team played the Oakhill U13A’s on Friday evening, a
game they lost by the narrowest of margins 0-1.
In the fixture against Union we won three and drew 2 of
the matches played, with the pick of the results being the
U16A’s who beat Union 2nds 12-1, Josie Apps with five and
Jess Ovendale with three goals in this game. The U16C’s and
U14A’s won their matches 6-0, while our U16B’s drew with
Union U16A’s 0-0.
Last Sunday, the finals of the EP Girls Hockey Premier League
were played at Pearson High school in Port Elizabeth. The DSG
1st hockey team had finished 3rd on the league table in the
regular season, and played Collegiate in the semi-finals. Our
1st team produced one of their performances of the season
to win the match 2-0, putting us into the final. Unfortunately,
we came up against Woodridge who have proved to be our
nemesis this season and we went down, but not before giving
it a real go and the girls can be very proud of their efforts, as
well as their 2nd place finish in the league this season.
Kingswood College from Bath, England, who from what I
understand, founded Kingswood College Grahamstown, are
on tour in South Africa, and on Monday this week we had two
hockey matches against their girls’ teams, an U17A and U17B
team. Our U16A and U14A teams, who are in preparation
for their upcoming tournament this coming weekend, got in

some much needed match practice against the tourists and
while I am happy to report that we beat Kingswood. It was
much more than a match, as it gave our girls a chance to
interact and ‘host’ the girls from the UK. We had a wonderful
afternoon and evening of sport and collegiality between the
groups of players and staff.
We can finally wrap up the hockey season and special mention
must be made of the teams who have had unbeaten seasons.
The DSG U15C team played six matches with three wins and
three draws, while the U16B team played 13 matches, won
12 and only drew 1, scoring 35 goals and only conceding 1
goal against the entire season. And finally the U16A hockey
team have had a most memorable season with 28 matches
played, winning 25 of these with only 3 draws, scoring a
mammoth 113 goals in the process with only 4 conceded. But
across the board the hockey season, and along with it, the
netball season, will hopefully be remembered by all the girls
who played for more than the results. Let’s hope they recall
with joy the friendships made and bonds strengthened, the
memories from the early starts and long away trips, as well as
the challenges faced and overcome both individually and as
part of the team. I pay special tribute to all our coaches and
team managers for all their hard work across both the hockey
and netball teams for all they have put in and wish everyone
a well-deserved and restful break.
Erin Powers participated in the African Junior Open Squash
Tournament in Cape Town this past weekend. She won all her
matches including the final and was awarded the trophy as
the U15 Girls Champion.

Cally Still

Chelsea Lennett

Annie Jones (back) Riley Cawse (front)

Erin Lowe

Summer Barratt

Duki Sonuga
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Onto Horse Riding and after the East Cape Regional Finals
which were held recently, DSG is currently in 4th place on the
league table out of 27 competing schools in the province.
At the Winter Show held in Port Elizabeth two weeks ago,
Sienna Evans won the 90cm Novice Equitation and was runner
up in the 90cm Welcome Stakes.
In the SANESA Show in Grahamstown this past weekend,
Hannah Jones picked up three 1st places in the Level 3
Working riding, the 60cm Stadium Eventing and the 60cm A2
Speed. She also placed 2nd in the 60cm Equitation.
Emma Gouws won no less than four events, which included
the 1m Competition, both the Novice 5 and Novice 6 Dressage,
as well as the 90cm Equitation. While Tarryn Whitfield picked
up three 1st places, in the 1.10m Competition and 1.10m A2
Speed, as well as the Intermediate Equitation.
While we are about to start a much anticipated holiday, there
are still a few tours on the go, with the DSG U16A hockey team
off to Paarl to take part in the U16 Top 12 Hockey Tournament,
and our U14A hockey team taking part in our very own DSG
U14 Invitational Hockey Tournament which sees schools from
as far afield as Johannesburg, Cape Town and Bloemfontein
travelling to Grahamstown to take part. It promises to be a
wonderful event and if anyone is in Grahamstown over the
1st weekend of the holidays (9-11 August), please pop in to
DSG to support and watch some quality hockey. The details
of the fixtures can be found at www.dsghockeyfestival.co.za

Sienna Evans

Hannah Jones

Looking ahead now and there is a water polo camp for the 1st
squad, as well as U15A and U14A squads, the weekend before
school starts to get them up and running before the summer
term. Once into next term there is much to look forward
to, including a number of interhouse events for athletics,
squash, tennis and water polo. There will also be a number
of outgoing tours for water polo and basketball. We will be
introducing soccer as a sports option in the summer term and
look forward to seeing this sport take off and flourish at DSG.
Finally, a quick heads-up for parents and girls is that the
interhouse cross country event will be held on the first day of
next term, so if any motivation was needed to keep fit over
the holidays then this is it.
Wishing everyone a restful and safe holiday from the DSG
Sports Department.

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Tarryn Whitfield
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Recently uploaded Photo
Galleries on the myDSG
parent portal (https://
my.dsgschool.com):

Hockey vs
Kingswood
School, Bath

Erin Powers, U15 Girls Squash
Champion

Polo

Music Concert

Warming up for their important
international polo tournament in
Zambia, our DSG girls, Emily Paterson,
Lauren Viljoen and Bianca Coventry,
together with DSG dad, Shane Coventry,
played in the annual Mazabuka Open
tournament and won. Not only that, but
Bianca was also awarded Most Valuable
Player. An auspicious start and we wish
them much success and enjoyment in
the days ahead.
Thanks to Lilo Paterson for keeping us
abreast of the action.
Interhouse Netball

Interhouse Hockey

Or Click here: http://bit.ly/
DSGGalleries (DSG) http://bit.ly/
SAC-DSG (combined events)

Emily Paterson, Bianca Coventry,
Lauren Viljoen
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THE MONASTERY
DSG OUTDOOR EDUCATION FACILITY AND SPIRITUAL RETREAT
“The big question is whether you are going to be able to say a hearty YES to your adventure.”
Joseph Campbell
DSG is ready to say YES and to share their new venture with you,
via an exciting, energising outdoor education resource called The
Monastery. With almost 42 hectares of glorious, Eastern Cape
mountainside, a mere 10km from Grahamstown, The Monastery
is a precious resource that DSG is proud to be able to offer our own
students, and we would like to invite other schools, institutions,
corporates and communities to take advantage of this residential
facility too.
Whatever your requirement, we can tailor-make a package for
you, from outdoor education camps for schools, training camps
for sports clubs, team building for corporates to spiritual retreats,
art workshops, weddings or celebrations. Become one with the
beauty of nature in the heart of the unique Eastern Cape, with
views that will calm your soul, relax your mind and inspire your
imagination.
The magnificent chapel, overlooking the spectacular mountains
and the valley below, can seat 80 worshippers and is an ideal
venue for weddings and spiritual retreats.
The Monastery offers accommodation for up to 80 pax in various
configurations to suit your group sizes, including individual rooms
and dormitories with comfortable bunk beds. A fully equipped,
catering-sized kitchen gives you the option of preparing your own
meals, but if you prefer to kick-back and relax, then our in-house
caterers can prepare delicious, nutritious meals for you and your
group.
We have a variety of activities on offer, again, dependent on
your specific requirements, that include, but are not limited to:
rope work; abseiling; climbing; hiking and mountain biking. With
these resources, a rich outdoor programme can be experienced,
teaching resilience, team work, leadership, self-reliance, empathy,
sustainability and a deep respect for our natural environment.
If you would like to say a hearty YES to your own dynamic adventure contact Clinton York
on email: c.york@dsgschool.com or telephone: 046 603 4300 and make a positive, life-changing journey.

DSG Outdoor Education Facility and Spiritual Retreat

