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The Diocesan School For Girls
Celebrating 145 Years of Excellence in Education

Happy Birthday!
28 July 2019

EN AVANT
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I write this having just returned from an interesting one-day gathering of Heads, Chaplains and Transformation and Diversity
representatives of Anglican Schools, as well as Bishops, other clergyman and guests. There were excellent minds present, such
as Prof Pierre de Vos and Moeletsi Mbeki, weighing in on constitutional and economic matters and while the issues discussed
are complex, it was encouraging to witness the intellectual acumen and degree of compassion being applied to such matters.
The mini conference was entitled ‘Habits of the Mind’ and while there were no immediate solutions to many of the challenges
facing Anglican schools, there were some lovely takeaway thoughts and important reflections to be made. Diversity within
schools such as DSG is critical if we are to adequately prepare all our young people for the world in which they will live as
adults. Further, as Christians, the Gospel compels us to be inclusive. In doing so, it is our mandate to hold onto the breadth
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that is Anglicanism whose belief systems are shaped by Scripture, reason and tradition and the ongoing dialogue between
Anglican communities around the world.
The overriding message was of compassion and love and as simplistic as it may seem, if those sentiments are the ‘habits of our
hearts, the challenges we are encountering will not feel so very complex anymore.
DSG turned 145 this past weekend and while our celebrations were quiet, given where the day falls on our school calendar,
our past heritage is a source of immense pride to us. We will mark this occasion more fully in our final assembly of the term.
Our girls are nearing the end of the examination period. They are naturally tired, but their eyes are lifting as the end of term
draws near.

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Musical Farewell
On Wednesday 25 July the audience in the DR Wynne
Auditorium was treated to some excellent music during yet
another successful Senior Open Concert. This was no ordinary
concert, however, as the students of Mr Mike Skipper,
Director of the DR Wynne Music School, used the opportunity
to say goodbye to him. The flute ensemble, DSG Chapel Choir
and a DSG vocal ensemble treated the audience to three
superb items at the end of the concert in honor of Mike. He is
returning to England after four-and-a-half years of dedicated
and excellent work, teaching a number of instruments and
leading the music staff of the DSG, College and Prep.

This was not Mr Skipper’s first appearance in Grahamstown,
however. His success as founder of the famous Standard
Bank Youth Jazz Festival is only one of many major triumphs
realised during his first tenure of teaching at DSG and College
many years ago. Our loss is the gain of Shrewsbury School in
Shropshire, UK, where he will take up the position of Head of
Academic Music. We wish him God’s blessing in this exciting
new venture.

Johan Pretorius
HOD Music
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Director of Music 2020: Ms Belinda de Villiers
It is with great pleasure that we announce the appointment
of Ms Belinda de Villiers as our new Director of Music,
commencing January 2020. She comes to us with several
degrees and a remarkable career thus far. Belinda has attained
a BMUS, Cum Laude, from the University of Port Elizabeth; an
HDE from the University of Port Elizabeth; a LTCL, Cum Laude,
from the Trinity College of London; and a MMUS, Cum Laude,
from the University of Pretoria.

Krugersdorp City Hall in Gauteng, as well as at various venues
in Cape Town and Port Elizabeth. While in Cape Town, she was
the Director of the Cape Town Male Voice Choir, which she
managed, directed and conducted for three years.
We are excited to be welcoming Belinda to our schools in
January 2020.

Belinda is presently Head of Music at King David School,
Victory Park, where she has initiated highly successful Jazz
and Marimba Bands and led a vibrant Choir. In her career,
she has also been Head of Music at Pinelands High School
and Sans Souci and has been Director of Music and Drama at
St David’s Marist Inanda, Preparatory and College. Highlights
of her teaching career include pupils of hers achieving in the
top 1% nationally in the IEB Matric examinations, one of her
pupils being placed on the UNISA Roll of Honour, the initiation
and growth of many bands and choirs at various schools and
directing countless musicals over the years.
Belinda is a classical concert pianist who has performed as a
soloist with the Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra in 2014
(performing Beethoven’s 3rd Piano Concerto) and the Rand
Symphony Orchestra in 2016 (performing Rachmaninov’s 2nd
Piano Concerto). She has also performed as a Band, Orchestra,
and Choir conductor, soloist and accompanist in venues such
as the Musaion at the University of Pretoria, the Atrium at
Wits, the Linder Auditorium, the Roodepoort Theatre, the

Belinda de Villiers

Exam Time at DSG
Our Grade 8s are currently in the midst of their first experience of high school exams. This is when it starts to get serious, or
does it? From the photos it looks like there is lots of group study and prep going on and they still look fairly relaxed after the
actual event. It seems our girls are taking a positive and healthy attitude to this part of their school life.
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Interhouse Ecobricks
A school in Port Alfred is planning to build a Tennis Club House
and some benches for their campus out of ecobricks. Always
up for a challenge to help others, despite being in the midst
of exams, the DSG girls had an interhouse competition to see
who could make the most ecobricks to be donated to the Port
Alfred school.
Espin’s bricks are still in progress, Merriman made 2, Crewe
made 17 and congratulations to winning house, Knowling, for
making 20 ecobricks.

Mandela Day
The Mandela Day scarf mission is one of those
projects diarised for the mid-year, yet seems to
excite the girls right from the beginning of the
year. This is a project that teaches those able
to knit and those unable to knit how to make a
difference in our small Makhanda/Grahamstown
community.
This year was yet another great success and en
masse, we managed to knit 340 scarves. This
demonstrates what strength a collective has on
making a positive difference.
On Mandela Day, 100 scarves were distributed to
the outer community, 100 to Oomama and Ootata
who work in our houses, in the gardens and in the
kitchen and the further 140 to all our community
engagement groups.
I hope this encourages the greater Makhanda/
Grahamstown public to engage in this project to
better our town. Thank you to all the girls who
engaged in this project ensuring that those in our
greater community have a warm winter.

Jules Basson
EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

1 August 2019

Foundation

Western Cape Annual Alumni Dinner 2019
Simons’s Restaurant in the Groot Constantia Wine Estate
was the venue for our 2019 Western Cape Annual Alumni
Dinner. With panoramic views of the beautiful rolling Groot
Constantia vineyards, 97 OAs and DSG Old Girls, spanning a
period of sixty-one years (youngest from the class of 2009 and
the oldest from the class of 1948) enjoyed a delicious dinner,
shared in great company and celebrated the commonality of
being part of the St Andrew’s and DSG Alumni family.

Bruce Probyn, former Headmaster of DSG and founder of the
Principals Academy, was our guest speaker for the evening. He
enlightened the gathering with his experiences in seeking to
turn public schools serving socio-economically disadvantaged
communities into Centres of Excellence, through focused
interventions around improving school leadership and
teaching quality. A big thank you to Andy Bassingthwaighte
(WC Guild Chairperson) and Ryan von Ruben (WC OA Branch
Chairperson) for their assistance and hard work in organising
such a successful and enjoyable evening.

DSG Old Girls - 2009 Leavers
Glenda Williams-Wynn (Andersen, 1976), Bruce
Probyn and Andy Bassingthwaighte (2006)

Lucy Morgan Grenville (Mcintosh, 1995) and Briggie
Duk (Kirchmann, 1992)

Annesley Crisp (2009) and Mum, Caroline
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2019 Cape Town and Stellenbosch Student Alumni
Drinks Evenings
The Old Andrean Association and DSG Guild hosted two
student drinks’ evenings for all St Andrew’s and DSG alumni
currently studying in Cape Town and Stellenbosch.
Around 23 OAs and DSG Old Girls gathered at a café, ‘The
Meeting Place’ in Stellenbosch on 24 July. The first event of
this kind in Stellenbosch, this quaint sidewalk café set the
atmosphere for a wonderfully memorable evening for the
group, who largely represented the Class of 2018.
On 25 July, the second event was held at ‘Forries’ in Newlands,
Cape Town. With 52 OAs and DSG Old Girls in attendance, and
again largely representing the Class of 2018, the evening was
abuzz with laughter and friendship.
For many, these events would have been their first official
alumni function and hopefully the festivities and connections
with special school friends will keep them coming back year
after year.

Andy Bassingthwaighte (WC Guild Chairperson)
and Ryan Von Ruben (WC OA Chairperson)

Glenda Williams-Wynn (President of the Guild) with
Kirsty Brown (2015) and Josie Gerber (2015)

DSG Old Girls 2018 Leavers

Caroline Cotton (2018) and Robyn Emslie (2018)

DSG Old Girls 2018 Leavers
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Sport
Dear Parents
As I write this, I am attending a sports conference for
Independent Schools in Cape Town. The opening speaker was
Dr Phato Zondi (CEO of the SA Sports Science Institute). She
gave a wonderful address about how sport has shaped her life,
her path to date and obstacles she has had to overcome, also
highlighting the inequality, the gender issues and divides in
our South African sporting society which we are still battling
with and must face head on. She has also been very involved of
late with the Caster Semenya case and was in Switzerland with
Athletics South Africa to present to the Court for Arbitration
in Sport. However, one of the main takeaways for me was her
opinion of what the landscape of school sport should look
like. It included the concepts of Relationships, Participation,
Inclusion, Growth, Inspiration and Fun. A great start to what I
am sure will be a very good conference with some wonderful
speakers. I look forward to bringing some new information and
ideas back to DSG, hopefully keeping our sports programme
moving in the right direction.
Interhouse netball and hockey was played last Friday afternoon
and into the evening and as always, was a wonderful occasion
with music, laughter, and much support flooding onto the
courts and over the astro. We introduced an U14 interhouse
category for both netball and hockey this year for the first time
and it was a resounding success. Our aim was to ultimately
open up more playing opportunities for the girls and in this
we succeeded.
In the netball interhouse competition Crewe won the

Open section, Knowling the U16’s and Espin were the U14
champions.
In the U14 hockey, Espin won again, followed by Crewe,
Knowling and then Merriman. In the U16 division Merriman
were the victors, with Knowling in 2nd, while Crewe and Espin
shared 3rd place. In the Open section, like in the netball,
Crewe proved too strong for everyone, and were followed by
Merriman in 2nd, Espin in 3rd and then Knowling.
The rest of the weekend was a quiet one for most, with the
exception being the 1st team hockey who travelled to Port
Elizabeth for the SPAR Regional Championships. The matches
were played in a shortened format (30 minutes in length)
and although we lost to Woodridge in the opening match, we
bounced back to beat Queenstown GHS, York and Clarendon
in consecutive games. This qualified us for the final where
we came up against Woodridge, who once again proved too
strong for us on the day. Still a very good showing from the
team, especially as it was a stayers side with the matrics left
back in Grahamstown to study for their trial exams.
This week, the whole school is in exams, so there is a basic
sports offering of running with some athletics for Grade
8s and 9s, cycling and out-walks for Grade 10s and lifestyle
sport options available for Grade 11s and 12s. Alongside this,
there are a few hockey teams still practicing for their matches
against Oakhill and Union this weekend, which will see the
official end of the winter sports season. On Monday there are
also a couple of hockey matches against Kingswood Bath, who
are over from the UK.
Warm regards

Chris
Hibbert

Director of Sport

Stayers side
at the SPAR
Regional
Championships
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Crewe

Espin

Knowling

Merriman
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Recently uploaded Photo
Galleries on the myDSG
parent portal (https://
my.dsgschool.com):
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Netball Fun
To finish off the netball season, we decided to challenge the 1st hockey boys to a
game of netball for a bit of fun and to show them that netball is not actually as easy
as it looks! We took to the court on 24 July, where the boys went down to lose the
match 5-19, although they seem to believe that the refs were the reason for their
loss. This was a great way to wrap up a successful netball season and end with a
fun win!

Tyla Rose
Grade 12

Music Concert

Interhouse Netball

Interhouse Hockey

Or Click here: http://bit.ly/
DSGGalleries (DSG) http://bit.ly/
SAC-DSG (combined events)
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THE MONASTERY
DSG OUTDOOR EDUCATION FACILITY AND SPIRITUAL RETREAT
“The big question is whether you are going to be able to say a hearty YES to your adventure.”
Joseph Campbell
DSG is ready to say YES and to share their new venture with you,
via an exciting, energising outdoor education resource called The
Monastery. With almost 42 hectares of glorious, Eastern Cape
mountainside, a mere 10km from Grahamstown, The Monastery
is a precious resource that DSG is proud to be able to offer our own
students, and we would like to invite other schools, institutions,
corporates and communities to take advantage of this residential
facility too.
Whatever your requirement, we can tailor-make a package for
you, from outdoor education camps for schools, training camps
for sports clubs, team building for corporates to spiritual retreats,
art workshops, weddings or celebrations. Become one with the
beauty of nature in the heart of the unique Eastern Cape, with
views that will calm your soul, relax your mind and inspire your
imagination.
The magnificent chapel, overlooking the spectacular mountains
and the valley below, can seat 80 worshippers and is an ideal
venue for weddings and spiritual retreats.
The Monastery offers accommodation for up to 80 pax in various
configurations to suit your group sizes, including individual rooms
and dormitories with comfortable bunk beds. A fully equipped,
catering-sized kitchen gives you the option of preparing your own
meals, but if you prefer to kick-back and relax, then our in-house
caterers can prepare delicious, nutritious meals for you and your
group.
We have a variety of activities on offer, again, dependent on
your specific requirements, that include, but are not limited to:
rope work; abseiling; climbing; hiking and mountain biking. With
these resources, a rich outdoor programme can be experienced,
teaching resilience, team work, leadership, self-reliance, empathy,
sustainability and a deep respect for our natural environment.
If you would like to say a hearty YES to your own dynamic adventure contact Clinton York
on email: c.york@dsgschool.com or telephone: 046 603 4300 and make a positive, life-changing journey.

DSG Outdoor Education Facility and Spiritual Retreat

