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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Much of the strength of long-standing, traditional schools such as DSG lies in the community that has developed within it and
around it over the many decades of its existence. Not only is this community developed through the shared experiences of its
people, but also through the shared attitudes and values that have shaped them and the DSG community over time. These
shared attitudes and values are part of our institutional culture that we hold so very dear.
Earlier this week, we announced the appointment of Mr David Wright as Head of Kingswood College Senior School. This was
received with sadness in many quarters but also with a sense of celebration for him and the opportunities that this wonderful
promotion affords him and his family. I shall say more about David’s contribution to DSG closer to his departure, but for now I
wish to focus on the changes occurring in DSG’s leadership structure.
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Council is far along the road in its process of selecting a new Head and although I am not part of this process, I know that they
are excited at the calibre of person who has applied. I am equally confident of filling David Wright’s position with a strong
candidate, having advertised earlier this year and noted the high quality of applicants. Despite the challenges of Grahamstown,
DSG is an attractive employer!
This brings me back to DSG as a community that is sustainable and dynamic. DSG has been shaped over 145 years and is bigger
than any one individual who is privileged to have shared, and contributed to, part of its life journey. It is also not stagnant or
outdated; rather it is a vibrant, modern and dynamic girls’ boarding school preparing girls to contribute meaningfully to the
economy as socially responsible citizens. As such, its senior management team extends far beyond the levels of Head and
Deputy Head; we have in place Housemistresses, Grade Heads, a Chaplain and two psychologists, as well as strong financial
people and processes. Lastly, we are privileged to have a well-balanced Council from a skills and knowledge perspective, that
displays a deep love for DSG in the decisions it takes.
Change is positive for people and it is time for some changes in DSG’s personnel. I acknowledge that any change can be
unsettling, but it is essential for renewal and growth. Given its strong base and wise Council, DSG will flourish and grow from
these changes and continue to be the well-balanced, top girls’ boarding school we all know and love. If I reflect on how both I
and our beloved school have changed over the past twelve years I have been here, I am excited to think how a similar process
will characterise DSG in the years to come.

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Debating Championship
This past weekend, Kingswood College hosted the Eastern
Cape Schools Debating Championship, where schools from
around the province participated in an intense schedule of
debating.
DSG had four speakers who were selected to attend, as they
were the top speakers in our local league: Estelle Minas, Nikita
Xhanti, Libo Ngwenya and Umtha Sibam. Estelle and Libo’s
team qualified for the quarter finals as their teams broke 3rd
in the tournament. Libo’s team won their debates and met
Clarendon in the Final, where they unfortunately lost.

means that our league has a very high standard.
We are very proud of all the girls, especially Estelle Minas and
Nikita Xhanti who have been selected in the Eastern Cape
Junior training squad. They are in the top 20 speakers in the
province. Well done and best of luck for your training and
selection. Thanks must go to our coaches Emma Spencer and
Oyisa Katshaza, for sharing of their knowledge and dedication
to our girls.

Michelle Mason

In both the Junior and Senior Final Debates speakers from St
Andrew’s College, Victoria Girls, Graeme College, Kingswood,
Ntsika and DSG were part of the teams that participated. This

DSG speakers in the Provincial Tournament - front
Nikita Xhanti, Estelle Minas and back Umtha Sibam, Libo
Ngwenya

Libo Ngwenya and Philip Beynon in the team that made
it to the Final 2

Estelle Minas with team mates getting feedback from
their quarter final debate

Top 20 Junior Speakers in the Province. DSG girls
Estelle Minas and Nikita Xhanti in the EC training squad
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Community Engagement

SPCA
Jemma Quin ran a competition in Espin House to motivate
girls to collect much needed supplies for the SPCA. She
donated a cake to the Grade 11s who managed to garner the
most supplies.
Jemma was supported by Caitlin Robson, Juliette Ridley, Jess
Paterson, Bella Tsinonis, Emma Gouws and Courtney Carle in
collecting and delivering the dog and cat food.

Rev Sue Paton

Academic Extensions
On Friday 19th July a group of 60 learners from Good
Shepherd, Ntaba Maria and St Mary’s joined us at DSG and
College for Maths and English lessons. With the assistance
of our enthusiastic girls and boys, together with Mr Biyela,
Ms Maiwashe, Ms Nish and Mr Dhlamini, these learners were
able to enjoy some extra lessons.

Ncumisa Mzaza
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isiXhosa
The Grade 9 FAL isiXhosa class was privileged to be addressed
by Dr Hleze Kunju from Rhodes University. Dr Kunju is the first
person to have written his PhD in isiXhosa. Dr Kunju shared
his journey, which began in the small rural village of Mqanduli
and culminated in his achieving a PhD at Rhodes University.
He spoke to the pupils about the importance of reading in
his life. He also encouraged pupils to read isiXhosa in order
to improve their language profiency. Dr Kunju’s visit was
facilitated by our isiXhosa intern, Ms Venessa Bobotyana.

Shelly Roodt
isiXhosa Grade 9 FAL with Dr Kunju

In Memory of Evelyn Sylvia Birrell
1933 – 2019
Sylvia Birrell passed away peacefully on
23 June 2019 in Kenton-on-Sea. Sylvia
was the eldest in the Fowlds family,
trained as a Home Economics teacher
and began her teaching career at DSG in
the 1950’s. After marrying Harry Birrell
in 1957, Sylvia moved to Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) and then
back to Pretoria. By the time the Birrell
family returned to Grahamstown in
1972, there were two children – Adrian
and Debbie – and it was not long before
Sylvia returned to DSG as Deputy Head
under then Headmaster, David Wynne,
to begin a life that was dedicated to DSG
and its pupils.
A mentor, a tutor, wise counsel, a good
listener, a fair but firm facilitator, Sylvia
was loved by all, mainly because of her
huge capacity to love and forgive, to
understand, and to engage a delightful
sense of fun.
Indeed, a woman of substance.

Colleen Rippon
Sister to Sylvia

Sylvia Birrell by sister Mary Fowlds
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Significant Dates for Term 3
A reminder to Matric parents that the Matric Revision Camp starts at 8am on Sunday, 1 September, so please book arrival
times for the evening of Saturday, 31 August, to ensure that your daughter is there on time if she is attending.
Please note that the DSG Ante Matric Dance has been moved to 28 September.

Die Graad 8- en 9-leerders haal uit en wys by Bekgeveg
Ons Junior Bekgeveg-kompetisie is op 18 Julie by die Norden’s
restaurant gehou en die aand van Afrikaanse toesprake was ’n
reuse sukses. Terwyl alle graad 8 en 9-leerders die beoordelaars
beïndruk het, is op die volgende meisieswenners besluit: 1.
Estelle Minas, 2. Cornelia Rocher en 3. Georgia Stewart. Die
seunwenners is 1. Ethan John, 2. Liam McNaughton en 3.
Matthew Gouws.
Die Afrikaans Departement is dankbaar vir almal wat kom
ondersteun het en spesifiek vir die beoordelaars, René
Barnard en Anna Retief.

Georgia Stewart

Cornelia Rocher

Estelle Minas
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Sport
Dear Parents
‘Resilience’ is often a word glibly thrown around in sporting
circles these days, as a desirable quality to have, which sport
helps create in individuals. The DSG hockey players who played
matches on Saturday, as well as those who travelled from
Framesby in PE and Kingsridge High School in King Williams
Town, had to dig deep into their reserves of resilience this
weekend, as the weather conditions were challenging to say
the least. Temperatures in single degrees, a biting wind and
squalls of rain which came through consistently every ten
minutes throughout the morning, is what faced our hockey
teams on Saturday. A few players unfortunately found excuses
to bail, and in my opinion, missed out on an opportunity to
play and grow, but most of our girls got out and got on with
the job at hand. They played, laughed, shivered, cheered
each other on with great gusto, (complained a little), but for
the most part, approached the day with a positive attitude
which was noted and greatly appreciated. Our visitors had
travelled to Grahamstown to play, and play we did. I was
very proud of the way the DSG girls faced the elements and
conditions with minimal fuss, and they are to be credited both
for toughing it out and for their positive approach. They will
also have memories of Saturday’s game for far longer than a
match played during the season in warm conditions due to
the challenges they faced, and of course it helped build some
more resilience in our girls, a great reason in itself that we play
sport at school.
Unfortunately, no netball matches were played on Saturday,
which has meant that our netball season has come to an end
with a disappointing finale, or lack thereof. However, a quick
review of the season shows that it has still been a busy one,
with our senior school netball teams having played a total
of 179 matches between them over the course of 2019. The
teams have all had their up and downs along the way, with a

Chiara Williams-Wynn

lot more ups, and we have travelled throughout the Eastern
Cape with some of our teams going even further afield. We
must highlight the DSG U16B team who have had a great year,
playing 8 matches this year and winning all 8 – they are to be
congratulated on their unbeaten season. The 1st team have
played a staggering 27 matches over the course of the year
with tours to Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and Johannesburg.
They have been outstanding in both the netball they have
played and in their roles as ambassadors for our school.
We congratulate Sandra Marques and her team of netball
coaches and managers for their brilliant work this year. They
are building a strong foundation for DSG netball, which is
undoubtedly on the rise and is a space which we watch with
great excitement and anticipation for the years ahead.
The reports from the past week of sport are below.
In spite of the very challenging weather conditions on Saturday,
the hockey matches against Framesby and Kingsridge High
School were played, and the DSG girls are to be commended
for facing the trying conditions head on and in good spirits. It
was the last fixture of the season for a number of our teams
and for the matrics in the 2nds and 3rds, the last of their
school career, so emotions were also running high.
There were five hockey matches played against Framesby and
we won 4 and drew 1. Well done to the 2nds who won 5-0 and
the 3rds for their 5-1 victory, as they ended their seasons off
on a positive note. The DSG U14A team beat Framesby U16A
7-0, while our U16E’s beat their U16C’s 2-1. The DSG U16D
team played out to a 0-0 draw against Framesby U16B.
In the hockey against Kingsridge, our U14C’s lost to their
U14A’s, the U16A’s won their match 12-0 while the 1st team
drew 3-3.

Duki Sonuga
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Also a special mention of all those who scored hat tricks
on Saturday including, Torva Sharwood, Josie Apps, Lauren
Viljoen, Megan Rogan and Wendy-Mae Turner. This brings to
an end the hockey season for most teams. However, the 1sts,
U16A, U16B, U16C, U14A and U14B teams are still training for
a final fixture on 2 and 3 August against Oakhill and Union.
Our aquatic centre was put to good use on Saturday as East
Cape Aquatics hosted the East Cape Winter Short Course gala
in our pool. The centre was packed with the top swimmers
from all over the Eastern Cape in attendance, making the
standard of competition very high. From DSG, Toni Rafferty,
Shaelyn Walker, Courtney Repinz, Emma Podesta and WendyMae Turner swam and they posted some superb results.
Toni Rafferty was placed 2nd overall in the points standing
swimming only 6 events, but she did win the 50m backstroke,
butterfly and freestyle events, as well as the 100m butterfly
and 100m freestyle races. Emma Podesta in the girls’ 16 and
over won silver in the 50m and 100m backstroke. Wendy-Mae
Turner and Shaelyn Walker both achieved new personal best
times.
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Our swimmers are preparing for the SA Short Course meeting
in two weeks’ time, so hopefully this has aided that preparation
and shows they are in good shape heading up to that event.
The SANESA horse riding show in Grahamstown went ahead,
despite the appalling weather and our DSG riders and their
horses again put in some fine performances as they braved
the elements.
Emma Gouws, who has been busy of late, had more success
as she placed 1st for Novice Dressage 4 and 5, 2nd in both the
90cm Novice Equitation and 1m Competition, and 3rd in the
90cm Competition.
Tarryn Whitfield was outstanding as she won both the
Intermediate 1m Equitation and the Open Working Hunter.
She also placed 2nd in the Novice 4 Dressage and the 1.10
Competition.
Emily Paterson had a great day, winning no less than four events.
She was 1st in the 90cm Equitation, the 1m Competition, the
1m A2 and in the Stadium Eventing. She also placed 2nd in the
Novice Working Hunter.
Ellie Counsel was 1st in the Novice Working Hunter and 2nd
in the 90cm A2 Speed, while Hannah Jones won the Level 3
Working Riding.

Emma Mulcahy

This week has seen the girls in Grade 8 and 9 start their
athletics season with field event clinics, and the grade 10s
have started with some Journey preparation, although
this admittedly has been a little slower getting started than
hoped, as the bicycles are not yet back from being serviced.
Consequently, it should all be up and running by the end of
this week. We also have interhouse netball and hockey on
Friday this week, which is always well supported by the girls,
is great fun, and the weather is also forecast to be a lot better
this weekend which should help! There are no other official
school sports commitments on the weekend for DSG and this

Torva Sharwood
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provides a welcome opportunity for the girls to stay ahead
with their studies. However, the 1st hockey are not so lucky
as they will be in Port Elizabeth on Saturday afternoon and
Sunday morning, playing in the finals of the East Cape SPAR
tournament. The event is played out between the winners of
the various regions and DSG will face up against Clarendon,
Queenstown Girls, York High and Woodridge.
I end this week’s newsletter with some very exciting news. A
number of our girls have been selected to represent Zambia
at horse polo and they have an upcoming competition in the
August holidays against Kenya and a regional state team from
Florida, USA.
Bianca Coventry and Emily Paterson (U18A), Jessica Paterson,
Savannah Coventry (U18B) are the DSG representatives in the
Zambian national age group teams and we congratulate them
wholeheartedly on this wonderful achievement, and pay
tribute to their efforts at this level.

Bianca Coventry

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Emily Coventry

Zoe Ballantyne

Nikki Du Toit
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Recently uploaded Photo Galleries
on the myDSG parent portal (https://
my.dsgschool.com):

Kelly Hobson

JEFA Workshop

Josie Hickey

Inter-House Soccer

Hockey vs Framesby

Or Click here: http://bit.ly/DSGGalleries (DSG)
http://bit.ly/SAC-DSG (combined events)
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