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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
The girls returned from half term to a Grahamstown in full Arts Festival mode. It was my last festival as a resident
and I revelled in the opportunity to see nationally and internationally acclaimed shows and artists perform. It is an
extraordinary exposure afforded young people who are schooling in Grahamstown and one that schools should
never take for granted. Most of our girls made wonderful use of the opportunity while a few had to be somewhat
cajoled; such is the nature of teenagers.
You will note from the contents of this newsletter that many DSG girls and staff were engaged in an array of
activities ranging from the Eden Greenpop Festival of Action to the Jazz Youth National Festival to provincial sporting
representation. I congratulate them all on their participation and achievements. I would especially like to single out
Zaza Swift and Enya Kemp who were selected to the SA U16 Hockey squad; a stellar achievement!
As we enter an examination period, I would like to reflect on the purposes of examinations at DSG. They are not a
high stakes measurement used to pronounce a ‘pass’ or ‘fail’; such an approach is counter-productive educationally
and at DSG, a girl will only experience such a scenario once: when she sits her Matric Finals. DSG uses examinations
diagnostically and together with the ongoing formative assessments done throughout the year, these examination
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results will help us to determine areas of strengths and weaknesses and allow us to put in the required means of
support.
Examinations create undue levels of anxiety for some of our girls and as adults, we need to do all we can to alleviate
this. Educational psychologists have acknowledged for some time that anxiety increases cortisol levels in the body
and that individuals in this ‘flight-or-flight’ mode are unable to think clearly or learn effectively. I hope that we have
got the balance right at DSG in instilling within our girls a high work ethic and a value for education as a vehicle
for success and knowledge as well-developed adults, while at the same time realising the importance of leading
balanced lives. To this end, our extramural programme continues, and girls are guided in effective time management
skills.
DSG is in a partnership with parents and guardians in educating your girls. Please inform us immediately if you are
concerned at your daughter’s levels of anxiety or if there is anything else we need to know to support our girls well,
particularly over this examination period.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

G2C Mountain Bike Race
On Sunday 7 July, the DSG Cycling Club participated in the 58 kilometre Grahamstown 2 Sea (G2C) Mountain Bike Race from
Grahamstown to Port Alfred. Braving the cold, as well as winds of up to 55 kilometres per hour, Amy Thompson and Megan
Barrow managed to finish the race in under three-and-a-half hours, coming in 1st and 2nd in their age group. The girls bravely
took on the various challenges presented on the route in the form of technical single tracks and the infamous Woest Hill. We
are looking forward to entering more girls in next year’s G2C.

Leza-Mari Schoeman

Ms Strydom, Megan Barrow, Amy Thomson, Ms
Schoeman

Megan Barrow, Leza-Mari Schoeman and Amy Thompson
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School Librarians’ Conference Part I
From 28 June to 2 July, during the half term break, St Andrew’s
College hosted the bi-annual School Librarians’ Conference - a
happy gathering of Librarians from across all the provinces in
South Africa. This event provided the opportunity for over one
hundred Librarians from various schools and libraries, as well
as authors of children’s literature (local and international), to
share and learn from each other’s experiences, in order to
foster reading amongst school communities.
This year the conference touched on a vast number of topics,
with approximately 31 speakers and 14 registered Exhibitors.
However, in essence, the conference sought to address issues
focussing on the Library of the Future - Libraries in the Digital
Era.
Transforming Libraries

Promoting Digital Reading in Learners: Learner Championed
Reading in the Digital Era
“The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who
cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn,
and relearn.” – Alvin Toffler
DSG’s Librarian, Cynthia Nyama-Gambiza gave a presentation
entitled “Promoting Digital Reading in Learners: LearnerChampioned Reading in the Digital Era”, which looked at
the changing roles of Librarians in the 21st century. Whilst
Librarians are frequently expected to implement strategies
to increase reading with the school community, learners
themselves can be advocates of promoting a reading in a
school. Ms Nyama-Gambiza collaborated with some Grade 10
DSG student librarians to gather information.

The international guest speaker, Ron Starker, presented work
from his book entitled: ‘Transforming Libraries: A Toolkit for
Innovators, Makers and Seekers’. Ron alluded to how the
Library of the Future needs to be inclusive, evolving so the
Art, Design and Music departments can integrate into this
space, in addition to providing learners with a wide variety
of relaxing, recreational areas. Where possible, a treadmill
in the Library could be an encouragement to read and work
out! The Library of the Future will no longer be viewed as a
place exclusively used for serious reading and research, but
rather as a space where multiple skills can be discovered
and enjoyed. Learners should be consistently involved in the
activities undertaken in the Library, and be seen as advocates
of change. By redesigning the traditional Library to include
cutting-edge technology, the Library can play an important
role in keeping a school relevant in the digital world.

St Andrew’s College Librarian Vuyokazi Jamieson
and Cynthia Nyama-Gambiza

Ron Starker
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Amantle Ntshole and Nicola Voges investigated changing
modes of reading and the use of different reading apps for
example: Wattpad, Kindle, Amazon Audible Audiobooks and
Google Play Books among others, and fun ways to engage
learners in reading such as:
• Creating movies about favorite books.
• Speed dating with books during Valentine’s Day season.
• Battle of the reader.

Amantle Ntshole

2019

Nicola Voges

Western Cape Annual Dinner

11 July 2019

Annabelle Reunert looked at “What reading is in the Digital
Age?”, addressing issues that confront the youth of today as
they turn to the Internet or movies as a source of knowledge
instead of reading books to gain information. She states that:
“The digital age as it is now, is bringing change to all areas of
life – including reading. We observe more and more people
using reading devices like kindles, apps on their phones, iPads
and other electronic media to get their fill of the written
word. According to https://www.pewresearch.org (2018)
nearly one-in-five Americans
now listen to audiobooks.
We predict that as the Digital
age progresses, so will our
reading style and methods
of purchase and delivery will
become more sophisticated, in
response. Many more people
will acquire books on devices
and few people will go to
libraries and buy paperbacks.
Even so, printed books are will
still remain the most popular
reading format.”
We will continue with more Annabelle Reunert
news from this fascinating
conference in next week’s newsletter.

Dear OAs and DSG Old Girls
You are warmly invited to the annual Western Cape Dinner
Our Guest Speaker will be BRUCE PROBYN
past Headmaster of the DSG (1999 - 2007) and Founder of The
Principals Academy
St Andrew’s College Headmaster, Alan Thompson, and the Deputy Head of the DSG,
David Wright, will be in attendance.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:

Friday 26 July 2019
18:00: AGM
18:30 for 19:00: Drinks and Dinner
Simon's Groot Constantia, Cape Town
R400 per ticket (incl. 3-course meal and table wine)

For further information or to reserve your place, please contact:
Bridget (b.rippon@sacschool.com) or Alison (a.wienekus@dsgschool.com)

June Draw Winners
1st Prize: Madeline Warrener
2nd Prize: Refiloe Lenkoe
3rd Prize: Namunye Mudenda
4th Prize: Chubekile Bomela
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Cultural

Festival Contributions by Members of the DSG/
St Andrew’s College Musical Community
Be Still and Know
Mrs Rocher (Music teacher), her husband and their two
children, who are students at Prep and DSG, performed again
this year at Spiritfest. Their show, Be Still and Know, consisted
of arrangements of contemplative hymns and excerpts from
classical works, combined with specific Bible verses. People
were once again deeply touched by their expressive and
heart-felt performances. Donations amounting to R2,000.00
were received and handed over to Jane Bradshaw for the
Eluxolweni Children’s Shelter and Home of Joy.

National Youth Jazz Festival
Dali Banda and Stuart Christie both took part in this year’s
Standard Bank National Youth Jazz Festival. Dali reported that
she ‘had a blast’ and took centre stage with the Jazz Choir in
their Vocal Showcase gig when she introduced the choir’s first
song and sang a solo. Stuart was on stage on two occasions in
the auditorium in one of the many festival bands and reported
learning ‘a massive amount!’
Another unexpected pleasure was to see DSG Old Girl,
Wandithanda Makandula back at NYJF as a university
student. Jazz fans will remember Wandi was selected as the
SA National Schools Big Band vocalist in 2016. She was very
visible during the Vocal Jazz Gig on the main stage with her
own band from KZN. Many thanks to these three musicians
for flying the College and DSG flag at this prestigious event.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

Jane Bradshaw receiving the donation
Fauré Requiem
Dr Duncan Samson (Director of Maths), Ms Michaela von
Blerk (Violin teacher), Mr Kwazi Mkula (Lower strings teacher),
Ms Liz Campbell (Piano teacher), Mrs Susan Skipper (Maths
teacher) and Mr Skipper all took part in five performances
during festival. Their show took place in the beautiful Rhodes
University Chapel and was a fresh and stylish rendition of
the much-loved Requiem by the famous French composer,
Gabriel Fauré. The 11-voice Choir is known as Byrdsongs
and is conducted by Rev Dr Simon Tibbs from the College
of Transfiguration. Their shows were well-received and
supported.

Byrdsongs in RU Chapel

Dali in the NYJF Jazz Choir

Wandi at Jazz fest 2019
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Eden Greenpop Festival of Action
The Eden Greenpop Festival of Action was held in the Wilderness
area during the half term break. It was an opportunity for young
people who want to make changes in their lives to promote
a future through sustainable thinking. Megan Redfern, Lucy
Schlebusch, Erin Southey, Jemma Clowes, Jemma Quinn, Tash de
Beer, Charlotte Abraham, Acacia Bell and Lucy Ter Morshuizen
attend the festival and embraced the sustainable thinking
practice which it embodied.
Activities included alien clearing, tree planting and hiking. In
addition, numerous workshops on the circular economy, uses of
herbs, eco-brick building, permaculture, eco-entrepreneurship,
macramé and more, were available for the girls to attend. Anna
Breytenbach, the famous animal intuitive, spoke about the role
of intuition and ran a workshop which included exercises to
enhance the young people’s awareness and sensitivity.

Erin Southey, Charlotte Abraham, Jemma Clowes, Megan
Redfern, Jemma Quin, Acacia Bell, Tash de Beer

One of the biggest achievements of the week was the planting
of 1,876 indigenous trees, with another highlight being the
mural and other greening and beautification work, which was
completed at the Craggs Primary School, situated in the middle
of an informal settlement.
Each night there was some new entertainment, with presentations
by young people on their eco-projects or businesses, a Greenpop
quiz, a talent show as well as numerous musical performances.
The girls made new friends and have been inspired by the
passion and knowledge of the many people they met and with
whom they interacted.

Tash de Beer and Jemma Quin paint a mural at the
Craggs Primary School

The Greenpop festival comes highly recommended and those of
us who attended would like to encourage more girls to attend
next year.

Rev Susan Paton
Tash de Beer and Jemma Quin with new friends from
Knysna

Acacia Bell and Lucy Ter Morshuizen enjoy a chat at the
Festival

Tash de Beer and Lucy Ter Morshuizen plant an
indigenous tree
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Foundation

A Service of Celebration of the Arts
The DSG family celebrated the end of this year’s Arts Festival
with a special Evening Prayer at which two groups which
participated in the Festival, were in attendance. The service
was opened by a Praise Singer, Babalwa Kleyi, who praised God
for the beauty of His creation, accompanied by violinists Asive
Ngcebetsha and Yolisa Ngcola. Four members of the Chamber
Choir, Libo Ngwenya, Oyama Mzayidume, Erin Southey and
Angela Volschenk, beautifully led the congregation in singing
How Great Thou art! The readings and prayers were done
poetically and the Lord’s Prayer was acted out in a simple but
real-life dialogue.
The Rocher family touched the hearts of the congregation
when they performed two of their contemplative renditions:

‘As the deer pants for the water’ and ‘Jesus remember me’,
to which everybody sang soulfully. Five members of the
Byrdsongs, including our very own Music Director, Mike
Skipper and his wife, Sue Skipper, treated us to an arrangement
entitled ‘Libera Me’, from Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem. They were
accompanied by Revd Dr Simon Tibbs on the organ, who left
the congregation wanting more.
A big thanks to all who made this act of worship worth
celebrating. All praise goes to God Almighty!

Rev Rachel
Chaplain

Byrdsongs. Ms Jayne Morgan, Ms Sue Skipper, Mr Paddy
Donnelly, Mr John Jackson and Mr Mike Skipper. Not seen
here was Rev Dr Simon Tibbs on the organ.

Libo Ngwenya, Oyama Mzayidume, Angela Volschenk, Erin
Southey

Yolisa Ngcola and Asive Ngcebetsha

Mr Conrad Rocher, Julius Rocher and Cornelia Rocher. Not
seen here was Ms Salomie Rocher on piano.
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Sport
Dear Parents
After the much needed (but still too short) half term break
and then a relatively quiet first weekend back at school,
we are back into the swing of things this week with sports
practices resuming as normal and the last away derby fixture
of the weekend ahead of us this Saturday, when we will take
eight netball teams and eight hockey teams to Woodridge
College. We will then wrap up the netball season the following
weekend, 20 July, with the last matches of the season against
Kingsridge High School. The hockey season also comes to
an end for the majority of teams next weekend. However,
a handful of teams will keep training until the end of the
season, as there is a small fixture against Union the weekend
before we break-up for the August holidays.
We have unfortunate news in that Framesby has had to cancel
their netball fixture against us on 19 July as per the calendar.
They are sending a number of their top teams and all their
coaches to Johannesburg for a national tournament over that
time, and we have been unable to find another date which
suits both parties.
From 22 July to 7 August, the sports offering at DSG will
take on a slightly different look. The Grade 10s will have
some compulsory Journey preparation to do, with outrides
and afternoon hikes planned. The girls will be required to
complete one hike and one outride per week to meet their
sports commitments, and they need to do this around their
exam studies.

options of trail runs, road runs, Pilates, Step and Spinning will
still be available to them, and we will encourage all of them
to remain active.
In conjunction with this, some hockey teams will keep
training, as well as the swimming, water polo, tennis and
squash squads, which will continue to run.
An addition to our sports programme offering will be soccer,
which will be available to the girls in the third term this year.
We will also be running optional ‘pitch and play’ sessions
for the last two weeks of this term to allow girls to try it out
before the summer sports sign up in the Term 3.
So while this term is starting to wind down, and exam pressure
mounts, there is still plenty on offer to keep the girls active
and involved on the sporting front. Keeping them active and
offering a release from the studies is very important and
hopefully the girls will make the most of what is on offer.
Looking back now over the past few weeks, there are some
half term activities to report on, as well as a few hockey
matches which were played on Saturday.
Over the half term break a number of DSG girls took part in
the various age group national hockey tournaments, with
DSG especially well-represented in the EP U16 and U14 age
groups.

The Grade 8s and 9s will do some of their athletics trials over
this two-week period, which normally take place at the start
of the third term, while the Grade 11s and 12s will be given
some more flexibility to study. However, the lifestyle sport

The EP U14A team won their tournament and congratulations
go to Wendy-Mae Turner, Tristyn Burger, Natalie Morris and
Annie Sutherland on this achievement. The EP U14B team
finished in 8th place out of the 16 teams participating. The
EP U16A team picked up 3rd place and the bronze medal at
the national U16 event. Congratulations to Indipile Ndamase,

Wendy-Mae Turner, Natalie Morris, Annie Sutherland and
Tristyn Burger

Wendy-Mae Turner
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Enya Kemp, Zaza Swift, Nikki Du Toit, Chelsea Lennett and Josie
Apps for their efforts. The EP U16B team finished in 6th place
in the A division which was an incredible achievement - we
had Nicky Voges, Olivia Davidson, Cally Still and Erin Preston
in this side. Special mention must be made of the following
girls who were also appointed captains of their provincial
teams: Nina Owen-Jones - EP U18A, Nikki du Toit – EP U16A
and Olivia Davidson - EP U16B.
At the end of the national U16 hockey tournament, the South
African U16 Hockey Squad was selected and we are very
proud of and congratulate Enya Kemp and Zaza Swift on their
selection to the South African U16 High Performance Hockey
Squad.

In assembly on Tuesday this week we congratulated and
awarded certificates to those hockey and netball 1st team
players who have played over 50 matches for their respective
teams, and have passed the mark at some stage this season.
Hockey – 50 Caps for 1st team: Nikki du Toit, Kelly Hobson,
Anna Jones, Sabine Renaud, Juliet Rogan.
Netball – 50 Caps for 1st team: Josie Hickey, Genevieve Powell,
Tyla Rose, Umtha Sibam.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Erin Powers represented the EP U16 Squash team at the
national tournament over half term and she played as the
EP #1 despite still only being U15. Erin did very well just to
compete at this level, going on to win 3 of her 8 matches,
which is a great achievement, especially as she will still play in
this age group next year.
On Saturday this past week the DSG 3rd hockey team took on
the 1st team from Reddam Somerset and after an epic battle
between these two sides, Reddam Somerset triumphed 2-1,
but the DSG 3rd team can be very proud of their efforts on
the day, and for almost getting a result against a 1st team!
The DSG U16A and 1st hockey teams played matches against
Volkskool on Saturday with DSG winning these matches 9-0
and 2-0 respectively. A special mention to Josie Apps for her
hat-trick in the U16A match.

Josie Apps
- 1sts vs
Volkskool

During half term, Kei Repapis and Sienna Evans rode in the
Cape Classic Show in Port Elizabeth. Kei finished 1st in the
1.10m Championship Class and 1st in the 1.10m 2 Phase.
Kei also finished as the runner-up in the 1.10m A2, 1.10m
Accumulator, and the 1.10m Championship Class.
Sienna picked up 2nd place in the 1m Championship Class.

Beth Rennie and Hannah Loggie - 3rds vs Reddam 1sts

Sienna Evans

Team Talk - U16A vs Volkskool
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Coaching for Conservation® (C4C)
Coaching for Conservation® has been delivering innovative
conservation education in Botswana since 2004 with a
primary mission to ‘Conserve natural resources by using sport
to engender self-respect and inspire a generation of kids who
care.’ In 2013, in response to a global call to help address
the crisis facing rhino, C4C applied their
unique education model to the escalating
concerns over rhino conservation and
poaching in South Africa. C4C’s holistic
curriculum promotes the connection of
all living things through various animal
mentors and promotes, above all, Respect
for Self, Others and Respect for the
Environment. The programme focuses on
youth living near protected areas, game
reserves and other areas that may be at
risk of poaching.

the Eastern Cape. With support from the Diocesan School
for Girls, St Andrew’s College, Amakhala Game Reserve and
Harcouts, C4C is delighted to be able to continue delivering
this globally recognised programme to learners across the
Eastern Cape.

Growing each year, the Coaching for
Conservation has delivered a variety of
programmes to over 20,000 children in

RUNNING WILD

TRAIL RUN

RUN WITH WILDLIFE FOR A REASON!

SUNDAY MORNING
14 JULY 2019

8km and 15km

Trail Run

15 km starts: 9:00 8km starts: 9:30 All registration from 8:00am
Cost: 15km–R100
8km-R70
Family entertainment, food, activities. Lucky draw
Where: Sidbury Sports Club - Amakhala Game Reserve

Funds raised will help C4C inspire more kids to care through their unique one day bush programme

TO ENTER :

http://www.sacschool.com/community-engagement/c4c-run/

Any questions? Email jenn@coachingforconservation.org
Visit www.coachingforconservation.org for more details on C4C
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