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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG

This past weekend, we welcomed back Old Girls who finished in 1979, 1989, 1994 and 1999. The Old Girls were
fantastic and the laughter (and occasional tears) that comes with reminiscing was a tonic for us all. What a wonderful
community of people make up DSG and St Andrew’s College! Yes, the OA’s were here too and the close bonds
between the two groups was magnificent to witness, as too were the overheard shared experiences.
In her magazine report in 1994, Head Girl, Lauren Bassingthwaighte, remarked that ‘to be young in the presence
of what is old, is truly a privilege.’ This really resonated with me because I regard it as an absolute privilege to lead
a school with such deep roots and such an incredible history and track record. I also know that the present girls at
DSG are always excited when they show Old Girls around because it gives them a sense of being part of something
that is so much bigger than any one individual, and, rightly so, it makes them very proud.
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Reunions are important to the girls presently at DSG because the attendance of Old Girls here serves to continue
the long tradition and history of our school and ensures that the heritage is there for the girls to see and enjoy.
Reunions create and sustain the community of which present girls will become a part. I believe that this is one of
the biggest privileges of attending DSG and College – becoming a lifetime member of a community of DSG Old Girls
and Old Andreans. My grateful thanks to Alison Wienekus and Cindy Fumbata of our DSG Foundation Office for all
their organisation, hard work and attention to detail. You ran a superb weekend and can be justifiably proud. Thank
you also to the College Foundation Office for the teamwork and collaboration such a weekend requires.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Academics

DSG Matric Girls Visit Rhodes University
On the afternoon of Friday 31 May, our matric scholarship girls
had the great privilege of meeting with Dr Sizwe Mabizela,
the Vice-Chancellor of Rhodes University. The DSG has a
Memorandum of Understanding with Rhodes University in
which the University commits to ensuring that our local girls
on scholarship have both financial and other support when
they move on to tertiary education. Dr Mabizela spoke to the
girls with the warmth and care of a parent, listening to their
hopes and dreams and encouraging them to pursue them. He
also tried hard to convince them that Trigonometry is easy,
with a little less success! The girls then had the opportunity
to meet with the respective Deans of the Faculties they are
interested in and, in all cases the conversations led them to
thinking more deeply and more broadly about their career
options. It was a rich and inspiring afternoon and the girls
wish to thank Dr Mabizela, Ms Sue Smailes and Mr Gordon
Barker for this opportunity.

Grade 10 Parent and Pupil Talk: Cambridge International A Levels Stream
Thursday 13 June 16:00 – 17:00 in the DSG Library
Repeated: Friday 14 June 14:00 – 15:00 in the SAC Auditorium
This Information Talk is aimed at the current Grade 10s and their parents, to hear more about the Cambridge International
A Levels stream that we offer for Grades 11 and 12. Attendance is strongly encouraged if this is of interest to you and your
child.
We will repeat this presentation on Friday 14 June at 2.00pm in the St Andrew’s Auditorium for any parents unable to attend
on the Thursday afternoon.
Please note that this A levels talk will also be filmed and the link made available.

Graham Creese
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Reunion

Welcome back on campus to our DSG 1979, 1989,
1994 and 1999 Leavers
Over the weekend, fifty-nine of our DSG Leavers representing
the classes of 1979, 1989, 1994 and 1999 returned to school
to celebrate their various reunions, and what a celebration
it was! They were joined by their St Andrew’s College
counterparts of the same years and enjoyed, amongst many
activities, an informal dinner at the Highlander on Friday
evening; tea with Shelley Frayne on Saturday morning; an
array of the most exciting sporting fixtures throughout the
day on Saturday; a formal dinner dance on Saturday evening,
where the most entertaining reflections were shared;
touching dedication services to remember dear friends
who had passed on, and to end off the weekend, a chapel
service where the school song (accompanied by the chapel
choir) brought tears of joy and pride to each and every DSG
Old Girl present. It was indeed a week end that left the Old
Girls’ hearts overflowing with warmth, pride and rekindled
friendships. Below are a few extracts from emails received
following the weekend.

“Such a special weekend that I have already convinced my
husband to enrol our daughter in 2025.”
“Thank you in particular for arranging the dedication of the
fever tree for our friend Bossie. As I said before, we were all
deeply touched by the way that DSG honoured her memory
in preparation and attendance and the respect shown by
the person who painted the spade! The heart of all that DSG
stands for was so beautifully expressed right there. We all
appreciate the care and effort shown.”

“I have a happy heart full of wonderful memories of
meaningful friendships rekindled after 30 years! Quite
amazing! I am again reminded of how exceptionally lucky I
am to have had the DSG/SAC school experience.”
“I was so overcome with emotion by the choir performance
at the chapel service…”
“The bonds of friendship schools like DSG and St Andrew’s
have afforded us are not commonplace, and most certainly
make our lives richer for them…”
“My heart is so full. I got to spend the whole weekend with
these remarkable women for our 20-year school reunion at
DSG, some who I have known for 35 years! It was also so
wonderful to reconnect with our male peers from St Andrew’s
who also played such a pivotal role in our lives. I was reminded
again of the true privilege my dad afforded me by sending me
to this world class school, and the lifelong friendships I have
made. A true gift and sacrifice in every sense of the word.
DSG shaped who I am today. I come home exhausted with
a heart overflowing with love, a sore tummy from laughing
so much, aching legs from dancing until 3am, sore eyes from
crying (good crying), a full memory bank of new treasured
memories and a renewed realisation of the privilege of our
childhood friendships.”
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Reunion

May Draw Winners
1st Prize: Fiona Whitfield 				
3rd Prize: Jane Deacon 					

2nd Prize: Debbie Horak
4th Prize: Hannah Rippon

For more information about the 500 Club and how to join, click here
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Cultural

Open Mic Night Takes Centre Stage
The organiser-in-chief of Open Mic Nights is the indefatigable Jayson Flanagan. He writes as follows:
Thomas Carlyle’s description of music as ‘’unfathomable speech, which leads us to the edge of the Infinite, and lets us for
moments gaze into that’’, is even more appropriate to those of us who have performed music than those who merely listen
to it. And what more convenient an opportunity to hone in on your performing skills or to merely try them out, than an Open
Mic night. This series of open mic nights continues to flourish with abundant energy and enthusiasm for all involved. And after
the 6th open mic event which was held on Saturday 1 June outside the music school, there is no sign of them coming to an
end. The cold weather was once again braved by an impressive attendance of excited learners’ eager to listen and support
their peers. The performers opted for a more laid back and acoustic feel at this particular open mic, featuring a number of solo
and duet performances on piano, guitar or ukulele, with the occasional moving poetry recital. A big thank you to all involved;
whether an audience member or performer, this symbiotic relationship is essential in allowing these events to continue. Not
only is the popularity of the event growing, but so is the professionalism of the stage setup and managing of sound. A special
thank you to Mr Zane Brown for his expertise in this field and his assistance in ensuring that the show will go on. Thanks also
to the Cultural prefects for their enthusiasm.
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Trinity College Music Exam Success
Congratulations to ten Music pupils who achieved significant success last week in the latest round of Trinity College London
Music Examinations:
The following girls passed their exam with MERIT:
Emma Paul – Grade 2 Guitar
Tammin Knott – Grade 2 Guitar
Siyamthanda Booi – Grade 2 Flute
Iviwe Gontshi – Grade 3 Piano
Angela Volschenk – Grade 6 Piano
Juliette Ridley – Grade 7 Flute
Nicole Ruwodo – Grade 7 Saxophone
Robyn Hendricks – Grade 8 Piano
Special mention must be made of Sesihle Mrara who achieved a DISTINCTION for Grade 4 Piano and also of Camagu Mgwedli
who achieved a DISTINCTION for her Grade 5 Piano.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

Pipe Band
Congratulations to Carrey Wiblin marched in her first Pipe
Band Parade last Friday afternoon. This is a remarkable
achievement, as it usually takes an average of two years to
make the step into the band, whereas Carrey has achieved
this feat in only ten months.

Murray Roodt
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Sport
Dear Parents
The old adage that you always learn more from a loss than a
win came to the fore this past weekend. And I am not referring
to the overall results against Pearson as they were pretty
good, but about a more personal experience. Along with my
Director of Sport hat, I also coach the girls’ 1st hockey team,
and we were the only hockey team to lose against Pearson
this past weekend. This in itself is an amazing result for our
hockey club. To only lose 1 match out of 13 against a school
the size and depth of Pearson, shows that our hockey teams
across the school are in a good space, but more on this in the
derby day report, and back to my personal journey. I don’t
mind losing if we are competitive and give of our best, but
this past week the 1st hockey team effort was lacklustre and
a long way off our best, and this was against a team we had
played twice this season already and beaten and drawn with.
The 1st team performance, more than the result, was a blip on
what has been an outstanding season to date. The season has

arguably been characterised by fighting performances and a
great all-round team effort, with some sparkling individual
performances along the way. This has led us to reflect as a
group this week, and I have had some in-depth conversations
with senior players and while I won’t bore you with the details,
it has been a learning and hopefully, growing experience. The
biggest lesson I would like the girls to take from the game
is that they need to take greater personal responsibility.
To put up your hand and say, ‘I didn’t play well and I could
have been better in a number of areas’, is hard, especially in
a team sport. But they will only learn and really develop as
players once they can break it down to this personal level,
and get ‘take-aways’ from their performance which they can
then work on and improve on for the next occasion. I am
sure there are more old adages I can add in here about how
loss develops resilience in sportswomen and how it directly
correlates to life (and academics), and that a loss in the sports
arena teaches us lessons for life, but I will stick for now to
trying to get the girls to have the ability to self-analyse, to
be critical and to take greater personal responsibility for their
performances and hopefully, being all the better for it in the
long run.
As mentioned we played Pearson this past weekend, a huge
co-ed school from Port Elizabeth, and it gave us our largest
derby weekend of sport of the season. There were 22 netball
and 12 hockey matches played this weekend, which meant
that all our teams had a match and a couple had to double-up
so that all Pearson’s sides had a game. The netball was played
across Friday and Saturday, with the Open netball teams
playing on Friday and the age group teams on Saturday, and
all the hockey on Saturday. Our results in the past against
Pearson have always been something of a mixed bag. The
hockey is normally very competitive and we win as many as

1st Team Netball
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we lose, while the netball has in the past, been something
of a one-sided affair and Pearson have often steamrolled us
across the board. So this weekend, besides boasting beautiful
weather, and having all our Old Girls back for their reunion
celebrations, which all added to the occasion, the actual
results on the fields and courts were very impressive. We
must give full credit to our girls and their teams who played
their hearts out and hopefully the parents who were here to
witness it, enjoyed the occasion as well.
In the netball we won 10 matches and lost 12, and although
still marginally behind Pearson, to put it into perspective, in
2018 we only won 5 netball matches. The pick of the results
were the U16B’s, who posted a 23-9 win and the U14D’s with
their 18-4 victory. The 1st team put in a battling performance,
but unfortunately could not stay with the visitors whose
entire team have provincial colours for netball. While we lost
by some distance, the 14-40 score line does not truly reflect
the courage and heart shown by our girls as they fought to
the end, but were ultimately beaten by a better team on the
day.
In the hockey we won 7 matches and drew 5, with just the
one solitary loss. Well done to Luhle Tshoni who scored a
hat-trick for the U16D’s in their 4-1 win. The U15C’s also won
their match 4-1, while the U16A and B teams both won their
matches 3-0. The 1st team went down 0-1 and will bounce
back this coming week I am sure.

Genevieve Powell

Umtha Sibam

We look forward this weekend to a trip to Queenstown to
play Queenstown Girls High School. While not as substantial
a derby as this past weekend, it will still see 10 netball teams,
8 hockey teams and our 1st squash team make the trip for
matches. I look forward to reporting back on what should be
another enjoyable weekend of sport.

Zaza Swift

Annie Jones

Kelly Hobson
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Of course that will then bring us to next week and the highlight
of the winter season, with our fixture against Kingswood. The
action starts on Monday with squash, followed on Tuesday and
Wednesday by debating and boys’ hockey, then on Thursday
there are a couple of girls’ hockey matches, as well as the
joint music concert, a full day of netball on Friday culminating
with the 1st team game in the Kingswood HPC at 17:15, and
then on Saturday, the majority of our hockey takes place with
the 1st team match at 11:00.
The excitement around DSG is building, with the school
out daily practicing the Spell, the grade 8’s rehearsing their
dance and all the sports teams putting in hours on the courts
and fields. It promises to be a wonderful week of sport and
festivities and I am sure many parents will be down to join us.
I look forward to seeing you here.

1st Hockey

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

2nd Hockey

Erin Powers receives the EP U16 Champion trophy
from Alan Glover
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