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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Discipline in a school is a complex organism. When a child errs, the disciplinary process is followed but the pressure to ensure
that any subsequent sanction is appropriate is enormous, as it needs to meet various criteria and be fair to the people
implicated – for the individual who has erred, it needs to be educative and corrective; for the girls and parents, it must be
consistent and fair; for the school, it must balance the needs of the child with those of the pupil body; and, as a church school,
we need to consider whether qualities such as grace and forgiveness are appropriate. It goes without saying that it is almost
impossible to satisfy all these criteria each time.
In cases of Serious Misconduct, DSG invites a reputable, wise member of the community, usually with some legal background,
to chair the Disciplinary Hearing. This is to ensure that the process is objective, transparent and fair. Both the school and
the representatives of the children are given the opportunity to present their cases as well as arguments in mitigation and
aggravation, after which the Chair decides on an appropriate sanction. I reiterate what I explained to the girls yesterday: every
case is different – the circumstances as well as the factors presented in mitigation and aggravation are unique to each case.
Two cases that to all intents and purposes may seem to be exactly the same, may incur very different sanctions. To protect all
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involved, we observe strict confidentiality. Therefore, no-one outside of the Hearing process can possibly know all the factors
taken into consideration and make rational, objective comparisons with other cases.
Importantly, DSG respects and accepts the decision of the Chair and we trust that our parent body will have enough confidence
in us to do likewise. Unfortunately, this has not always been the case and there have been occasions when valuable school
resources have been expended in defending a case further.
An aspect of these disciplinary processes that often remains beyond the scrutiny of girls and parents alike is the emotional
turmoil these situations evoke in us who are educators. We have chosen this profession out of a genuine interest in and care
for young people. At DSG where so many of the girls are boarders, we perhaps form closer relationships with the girls than
staff do at many other schools. We have an overwhelming desire to step in and rescue a girl, but know that we need to follow
due process to ensure that as many of the criteria mentioned above as possible are met. The toll taken by these conflicting
needs are enormous and at times can feel almost unbearable.
Above all, in the aftermath, we continue to love and nurture any child who has found herself in trouble. I have always told the
girls: if you get it wrong, you need to face the consequences but after that we forgive and we forget (provided you don’t do it
again). That is why it is possible for a girl to make a poor error of judgement in her career at DSG and go on to be appointed
as a prefect. One incident does not define her and most certainly does not blot out the many positive contributions she may
have made during her time here.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Exchange Students

DSG Welcomes Australian Exchange Students
On Saturday 11 May 2019 Caris Walsh and Carmen Beaumont
welcomed their exchange partners to the Eastern Cape. Full
of smiles and excitement, it was hard to believe that Eva Day,
Arabella Lee, and Teagan Powell had just travelled half way
across the world from Wilderness, Adelaide, Australia. They
will be DSG girls until half term, soaking up everyday life in
all that DSG offers – academic, cultural, sporting – and some
trips on the weekends with their hosts.

Benji Euvrard
Caris Walsh, Teagan Powell, Eva Day, Arabella Lee,
Carmen Beaumont

Bella Lee, Eva Day, Carmen Beaumont, Caris Walsh
and Teagan Powell

Welcome to the Eastern Cape

Foundation

April Draw Winners
1st Prize: Shelley Stretton
2nd Prize: Guy Compton
3rd Prize: Mpumelelo Dywili
4th Prize: Nomathamsanqa Skweyiya
For more information about the 500 Club and how to join, click here
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DSG Old Girls and Old Andreans
It was a record turnout at the annual Lower Albany Seafood
Lunch, held at The Venue at Stanley’s on Sunday 12 May.
Upwards of 200 guests, DSG Old Girls, Old Andreans, parents
and friends and families of our schools enjoyed a glorious
seafood spread and social occasion.
An enormous thank you to Wallo Currie (Upper 1978, OA
President 2019) and his team, who together put on such a
superb afternoon!

Alison Wienekus

Julie Pringle (Dankwerts), Memre van Heerden and
Lynne Cordner

Angie Marriner (Henderson) and
Marion Taylor (Greenwood)

Shelley Frayne, Margie Keeton
(Henderson)

Anna Lake (Gr 4), Megan Wienekus
(Gr 4), Kayla Wienekus (SAP Gr 2)

DSG Old Girls
East London Gathering
25 May 2019

Join us in supporting our DSG sports teams at the annual DSG/Clarendon Derby at
Girls High School in East London. This will be followed by a social lunch gathering
immediately after the 1st team hockey match.
Venue:

Chandlers Guest House

Time:

14:00- 16:00 (Times may change slightly depending on
the finalisation of fixtures)

Dress:

Casual

Cost:

R150 per head (includes lunch and drinks)
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Community Engagement

President’s Award
Congratulations to all these girls for their wonderful
achievements in President’s Awards:
Bronze: Morgan du Plessis; Erin Lowe; Thatego Pie; Erin
Powers
Silver: Indiphile Ndamase; Tatiana Tsinonis
Gold: Kelby Barker

Tatiana Tsinonis; Indipile Ndamase; Morgan du
Plessis; Erin Lowe and Thatego Pie

Cultural

“Franschhoek” Quartet in Assembly
On Tuesday morning, Ben Terry (cello), Yolisa Ngcola (violin), Asive Ngcebetsha (violin) and Cornelia Rocher (viola) performed
the energetic Presto from Mozart’s String Quartet K157 to an engaged audience at both the St Andrew’s College and DSG
assemblies. Generous applause showed appreciation of the hours spent to achieve such a high standard of instrumental skill
and musicianship.
The amazing cohesion these young string players developed during their week at the Franschhoek Chamber Music Workshop
last term was visible, audible and tangible.
After the successful precision of the technically complex classical piece, the quartet treated their audience further with a
short instrumental rendition
of a traditional Xhosa song,
Qongqothwane also known
as the Click Song. Not only
does this piece generate a
happy atmosphere, but being
about the Toktokkie, the
music is intended to bring
good fortune.
What a positive note on which
to start a Tuesday!
Well done to the performers
and also to their teachers, Ms
Rennie and Mr Mkula.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music
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Youth Music Festival 2019
Commencing on Monday 20 May, the DR Wynne Music School will be presenting their 9th annual Youth Music Festival. The aim
of this festival is to increase the awareness of both instrumental and vocal music amongst the young people of Grahamstown
(Makhanda) and further afield.
Student musicians will be given the opportunity to perform in a non-competitive environment and share the joy of music with
their peers from other schools, with all events being held on the campuses of DSG and St Andrew’s College. The Music Festival
will conclude on Thursday evening 23 May with a gala concert comprising a selection of the week’s performances. This concert
will start at 19:00 in the St Andrew’s College Centenary Hall and entrance is free.
Please see the programme below for full details of the various musical events. We hope you will be able to join us and support
our young talent.
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Designer in Residence 2019
The Design and Technology Centre hosts a ‘Designer in
Residence’ each year. This year we had the privilege of hosting
Zoë Palmer (DSG Old Girl, 2008) who is a Senior Consultant in
Environment and Planning at Aurecon, in Cape Town. Zoë and
her colleague Tim Leeson have been working with our Grade
9 to 12 Design students, teaching them about systems design
and the application of it in their own design work. Zoë and
Tim both work in the engineering industry and are passionate
advocators for using Design Thinking to solve some of the
world’s big environmental and social problems.

Kingswood College and Graeme College.
Our thanks to Zoë and Tim for their time and knowledge and
for leaving us inspired.

Zoë also presented a public lecture entitled ‘Playing with
Creativity to Engineer a Desirable Future’, to which the wider
Grahamstown community was invited and our senior St
Andrew’s College and DSG pupils were joined by pupils from
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Junior Interhouse Maths Competition 2019
The annual Junior Interhouse Maths Competition was recently held in the D&T Centre. Each House entered a team of four
pupils – two from Grade 8 and two from Grade 9 – to vie for the coveted title of Interhouse Maths champions.
Knowling established an early lead which they were able to gradually strengthen throughout the various sections of the
competition. Their final score of 155 was 42 points clear of their nearest rival (Crewe).

Duncan Samson

Knowling winning team - Katherine Brown, Erin Powers, Sesihle Mrara and Estelle Minas

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

16 May 2019

Grade 8 and 9 Social
The DSG Grade 8s and 9s had a lovely time on Saturday night socialising with the St Andrew’s boys during this term’s social
dance. A lot of fun was had and Mbali Booi and assistant Lio Ngwenya, the Grade 11 DJs, successfully managed to get the
young people to dance for two hours to the latest hits. A team of DSG Grade10 and 11 volunteers were on hand, to ensure
everyone had fun. Pupils contributed R10 per person, raising a total of R2553.00 for a local soup kitchen in Grahamstown. A
good night was had by all and a worthy cause benefitted.
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Sport
Dear Parents
As we head into the second half of May, the days are getting
shorter and there is a chill in the air as winter fast approaches.
We are currently preparing for a derby day this weekend
against Cambridge, who are travelling to DSG from East
London. This fixture will see us host over 220 visiting girls;
with 16 netball matches and 9 hockey games, it is one of the
busiest fixtures of the year. We follow this up with the biggest
away trip of the year next weekend, as we head to East London
to play Clarendon. We then host Pearson the weekend after
that, in what will be the largest fixture of the season. In case
there was any doubt, we are now well and truly in the midst
of the winter season.
Last weekend we took on Victoria Girls in a local derby and
in the netball, we played 9 matches, winning 8 of these with
just 1 loss. Most of our DSG teams secured very convincing
results, especially the U16A, U16B and U15B teams, who all
won by a margin of greater than 20 points. The 1st team,
however, were the standout result of the day as they put in
a polished performance to win 42-13. In the hockey against
VG, we played 5 matches, winning 3 of these, with 1 draw,
and 1 loss. The 1st and U16A teams both won 6-0, while the
U16D’s won 7-0. We must make special mention of Torva
Sharwood and Bianca Coventry, who both scored hat-tricks
during the weekend. The U15C hockey team had an away
game, travelling to Collegiate on Saturday, where they drew
2-2 with their hosts.

In the Albany Squash League played on Monday afternoon this
week, the DSG 3rd team beat the Port Alfred Juniors 12-11.
Erin Powers played in the B division of the EP Closed Squash
Tournament last week. She was competing in an open age
group category and her 2nd placed finish is an outstanding
achievement.
In the Port Elizabeth Horse Riding SANESA Show over the
weekend, Emma Gouws won the Novice Dressage, and
placed 2nd in the 90cm Equitation, while Sienna Evans won
the Novice 90cm Equitation and placed 3rd in the Preliminary
Dressage. Babette Swart and Kei Repapis competed well in
the 1.1m and 1.2 m categories respectively. At the Eastern
Cape Show Jumping Awards Ceremony over the holidays,
Tarryn Whitfield was awarded the trophy as the Eastern Cape

The balance of our netball and hockey teams played internal
matches to help them prepare for the run of fixtures which
lie ahead.

Erin Preston U16A

Vuyo Motsilili in game against VGHS U16A team

U16 A team after VGHS match
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90cm Junior Champion. She was also selected to represent
the Eastern Cape in the 1m Junior team at the SA Youth
Championships.
And so we return to the weekend ahead. Our 1st netball
team have a double-header on the cards, as they take on
Collegiate on Friday afternoon at 14:30 in a make-up game
for the postponed fixture from 6 April, and then face up to
Cambridge on Saturday at 10:00. After their good run of
results over the holidays and last weekend, these two games
present a real test for our girls, as we lost both these matches
in the corresponding fixtures in 2018. Across the board, the
Cambridge fixture is traditionally a very tough one on the
netball courts. Last year, it was only our U16 age group that
came out on top. However, we are hoping that with a good
two weeks of training under our belts since we returned from
holiday, that our teams are ready to take on this challenge.
The 1st hockey team are playing Cambridge at 11:30 on
Saturday. DSG go into this game as overwhelming favourites,
as the majority of our hockey teams are participating in this
fixture. As ever, I am sure we will see a number of parents
at the side of the netball courts and hockey pitches; your
support is always greatly appreciated.

1st team netball

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert

Katarina Behr

Director of Sport

Vile Diko

Tarryn Whitfield - 1st in PE eventing 90cm EC 90cm
2018 Junior Showjumping. Selected to represent EC
for 2018 SA Champs for 1m

U14A
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