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Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I always love hearing the arrival of our boarders on the afternoon and evening prior to the first day of a term; it never ceases
to lighten my heart and put a smile on my face. There are shrieks and wallops of joy and excitement as girls greet each other
that echo across the campus. I attended a DSG Old Girls gathering in Cape Town at the start of the holiday and was excited
that there were about eight matrics from last year in attendance. They said those same shrieks reverberate across the UCT and
Stellenbosch campuses when DSG Old Girls catch a glimpse of one another. I have been told on a number of occasions that
girls at university witness the bonds between DSG girls, as well as the ones they share with their brothers who were at College,
and are envious of an opportunity missed.
I recently received an email from an old girl who matriculated last year and I’m hoping that she won’t mind me paraphrasing
and even quoting some of it. She begins by describing her relationship with DSG, while at school as, ‘complicated’. At times
she found the concern for her expressed by teachers stifling and intrusive and she questioned why someone who didn’t really
know her would really care. She was determined to go to university, separate herself socially from DSG girls and forge a totally
new path.
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She writes:
“…Now that I’ve made friends from “the outside”, I’ve felt a nagging tug pulling me back to where I’ve come from. I no longer
feel the impulse to run and hide whenever I see a group of DSG girls. I scream and shout when I see them from across campus
and run and hug and do all those obnoxious things that people hate seeing teenage girls doing. I’d probably do the same if
I saw a member of DSG staff, now that I can finally (openly) call them all by their first names like I had done secretly for the
majority of my school career. I am “one of those” screaming DSG girls, and I can be the first to tell you that it’s a peculiar sight.
I never pictured myself the type of person to be excited to see girls that I never really even called my best friends. With all my
loathing of DSG out the way, I now appreciate what it felt like to have people I didn’t even know care about me. I’ll admit I felt
awkward and uncomfortable when members of staff expressed kindness (and even forgiveness) when I didn’t deserve it, but I
am now able to see the value that unrequited concern added to the community that you have worked so tirelessly to build. And
you have done so with such success.
That’s where the word of thanks comes in. Reading back, it feels like I’ve really spent this whole message bashing the complicated
and sometimes conflicting role DSG has played in my adolescence, but that’s really not what I set out to do by contacting you.
I write to express my thanks and gratitude for a school that really is built by the bodies and visions that exist within it. All the
new friends that I have made have commented at least once on how attached we are to DSG. None of them scream and shout
when they see people they weren’t close with at school, but we do. Apparently none of them have WhatsApp groups with
everyone from their old school either.
I know I’m only 18 (and four months) so the assumption that my praise matters to you all is perhaps a demonstration of my
arrogant self-worth, but seriously, well done. And thank you so much DSG, for the lessons, the tears and the love.
Good bye and thank you very much.”
Of course, I know the above writer reasonably well. She was one our girls who thought creatively and ‘out-of-the-box’. She
is intelligent, unafraid to say what she thinks and stand her ground, and was dismissive and impatient of what she regarded
as frivolous. She challenged us often. I like to think that DSG gave her the space to develop into the fine young woman she is
today.
I like to think that DSG is continuing to develop into a school that is fully inclusive and welcoming of all peoples and that we
celebrate difference in all forms, including our different thinkers. I hope that we have moved away from the descriptions of
a ‘typical DSG girl’ to the understanding that as a body we have shared experiences and learnings, but that we are all unique
and loved.
This kind of Utopia takes ongoing work and commitment. To
this end, we have a Community Agreement which reminds
us as individuals of our commitment to nurturing strong
relationships through seeking to understand one another’s
views and diverse journeys. I have attached that Community
Agreement for you at the end of this newsletter.
In closing, I congratulate Ms Morgan Collins on the occasion of
her marriage during the holidays. She has taken her husband’s
surname and is now Ms Aitchinson. I wish her and Kevin a
happy and fulfilling life together.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Campus Developments

DSG Development
On 11 April, the DSG girls and teachers left the campus for
a well-deserved holiday. On campus, however, groups of
workmen, artisans and technicians kicked into high gear, with
a challenging list of projects to be undertaken.
The internal upgrades of Espin House were reactivated and
the building of the new DSG classroom block continued. The
Lilla Strong Hall is being given a complete makeover, with a
new roof, new windows and doors being installed, and an
upgrade of the front façade.
Over at Carnac, the IT Lab and Art room have now been
converted into two brand new, customised Drama rooms. Art
is moving across to St Andrew’s College and all Drama will
now be hosted on the DSG campus. Consequently, a cuttingedge IT room has been created in Hodson Block, which can
accommodate 30 pupils using a bank of up-to-date laptops.
The DSG Library has also been adapted to create 30 IT
workstations for class instruction, as well as for personal use
by the girls.

At the end of last term, the Finance Department moved
across the road to their newly completed offices at 11A
Worcester Street. This opened up the lower level of the Chris
Murray Admin Block, and with much banging and drilling,
the offices have been knocked through to accommodate a
larger Staff Common Room with enhanced work spaces for
staff. This work is planned to be completed by the end of May
after which the current Staff Room will be converted into a
Seminar Room.
Last, but by no means least, work also commenced on a
sustainability project at Manyano House; the installation of
a brand new solar inverter, providing clean backup power in
the House and continuing DSG’s ethos to ensure our girls are
safe and secure, whilst still caring for our environment.
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Academics

Pitproduksie besoek St Andew’s en DSG
Ons Graad 12 Afrikaans Eerste Addisionele Taal-leerders was meegevoer met die produksie van hul voorgeskrewe werk deur
die drie akteurs van die maatskappy, Pitproduksie op Dinsdagaand. Renaldo, Divan en Augusta van dié dramagroep het vir vele
humor en selfs hartseer op die planke gesorg. Dit is jaarliks ’n groot aanwins om die verlewendiging van ons voorgeskrewe
werk te ervaar.
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Community Engagement

DSG ‘Glows in the Dark’ for
the SPCA

Grade 11 and 12

On Tuesday 7 May, the Grahamstown SPCA had a fun run with the theme
‘Glow in the Dark’, which was very well supported by the local community.
DSG girls were out in the forefront as usual, the more adventurous dressing
for the occasion, and others just coming to offer
their support.

There are a number of useful events taking
place in the next couple of weeks for our
Grade 11s and 12s regarding their tertiary
education:

Diary Dates

•
•
•

Bianca Coventry and
Isabelle Phillips

Rhodes Open Day: Friday 10 May 09:00 –
15:00 (Rhodes University)
UCT Visit: Wednesday 15 May 13:30 –
14:15 (SAC Auditorium)
International
Edulink
Roadshow:
Monday 20 May 15:00 – 17:00 (SAC
Centenary Hall)

The girls have received more information
about the specific events, but you can contact
Rev Sue Paton at DSG or Mr Eksteen at St
Andrew’s College if you have any questions.

Cultural

Inter School Ballroom Competition
D2D (Dare 2 Dance) Studios, from Port Elizabeth, hosted their 16th Inter
School Ballroom Competition held at the Feather Market Centre in Port
Elizabeth on Saturday 4 May.
Grahamstown dance club, Dance With… entered 3 students this year.
Dominique Erasmus entered as the proud representative from DSG along
with her partner Devon Fincham from Graeme College. Dominique and
Devon participated in the beginner Latin section and danced a Mambo
and an energetic Rock and Roll. It was a new experience for both dancers
and they did well in the two heats in which they danced. Well done
Dominique!
Our students thoroughly enjoyed the day, meeting new people and
participating in line dances with all the Port Elizabeth schools and the
varsity dancers. Students were able to see some brilliant performances
from the varsity dancers as well as professional dancers. An annual event
that is definitely not to be missed if dance is one of your passions. Dance
With… would like to thank our parents that attended and supported the
event as well as for transporting the students.
For the love of dance.

F van Eck (Dance With - Instructor)
EN AVANT

Devon Fincham, Dominique Erasmus
and Mr van Eck
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Pipe Band Gathering
The Pipe band traveled to Durban during the holiday to
compete at the South Coast Highland Gathering on 27th and
28th April. Arriving on the Wednesday before the competition
allowed the band to put in three days of intense practice
leading up to the weekend. With the help of Old Andrean
Thomas Fuller, the band was able to make strides in advancing
their playing ability.
The band competed on the Saturday in two divisions; the
Novice Juvenile U19 section, where they were placed 3rd in
the March Strathspey and Reel, as well as the Open Grade 4
section, where they were placed 2nd in the MSR.
Solos were held on the Sunday, with some very good
performances as can be seen by the excellent results:

Esona Dyantyi: 		
Africa Matshingana:
Likhona Rulashe:
Murray Campbell:
Chris Pretorius: 		
Arran Hepburn:
			

1st Overall in Novice Snare Drumming
1st Novice Tenor Drumming
2nd Novice Tenor Drumming
1st Junior Tenor Drumming
4th U17 Piping
1st U17 Piping
3rd Open Silver Piobaireachd

The band can be proud of what they achieved. As a young
band, they have laid a good foundation on which to improve
and learn in the months and years to come.

Murray Roodt

Clubs

Air Rifle Competition
The East Cape Air Rifle Open was held in the Centenary Hall
over the last weekend of the holidays. Competitors from
North West Province, Gauteng and the Western Cape took
part, as well as an East Cape contingent.
Congratulations to Angela Volschenck who did remarkably
well in the U16 age group, being awarded the silver medal.

Pepe Morton
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DSG Old Girls
East London Gathering
25 May 2019

Join us in supporting our DSG sports teams at the annual DSG/Clarendon Derby at
Girls High School in East London. This will be followed by a social lunch gathering
immediately after the 1st team hockey match.
Venue:

Chandlers Guest House

Time:

14:00- 16:00 (Times may change slightly depending on

the finalisation of fixtures)

Dress:

Casual

Cost:

R150 per head (includes lunch and drinks)

Please RSVP and send payment confirmation by 20 May 2019 to events@dsgschool.com

Designer in Residence 2019: Zoë Palmer

Playing with creativity to
engineer a desirable future
Zoë is a DSG Old Girl and Design student. She is a Senior
Consultant in Environment and Planning at Aurecon.
Venue: St Andrew’s College Auditorium
Date: Monday 13 May 2019
Time: 18:30 for 19:00
Snacks and drinks
available from 18:30.
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Sport
Dear Parents
Off the back of what was a good break, we hope that the girls
have returned refreshed and ready to take on the busy winter
sports season which lies ahead.
In typical DSG fashion, there are a number of sporting activities
that took place over the holidays to report back on. We start
with the first home fixture of the year for our 1st hockey and
netball teams against Rhenish on the last day of last term,
as they toured the Eastern Cape. Rhenish is a much bigger
‘all girls’ school than us and being from Stellenbosch, they
are arguably exposed to a higher level of sports competition
on a regular basis. Consequently, it was always going to be a
challenge for our 1st hockey and netball teams to take them
on, even if we did have home ground advantage. However,
any doubters were proved wrong as both 1st teams showed
brilliant fighting spirit; the 1st hockey team were actually
pinned back to a 1-1 draw in the last play of the game by
Rhenish, while our netball 1st team held out to win 21-20 in
an epic battle. This set these teams up for the next nine days
of successful touring which took place in both Cape Town and
Johannesburg.
On Travel Day we took the 1st, U16A and U14A hockey and
netball teams to Cape Town for a whirlwind tour at the start
of the holiday. This was the first of its kind for DSG and was by
all accounts a fantastic success. All six teams started the tour
with a fixture against Springfield on the Thursday, and we
won five of these games convincingly, with just the 1st hockey
team being held to a draw. On the Friday, the U16A hockey
and netball teams started in the Rustenburg Champions Cup
- a tournament which ran through to the Sunday, while the
1st and U14A hockey and netball teams continued their tour

U16A Rustenburg Champion Trophy Winners

of the Western Cape with matches against Somerset College
and St Cyprians on the Friday and Saturday respectively. A
clean sweep of wins against Somerset College and 2 wins and
2 draws against St Cyprians, meant that DSG finished the tour
of the Western Cape unbeaten with statistics of played 14,
won 9 and drawn 5. A very successful trip and a great deal of
fun had by all.
The U16A teams, however, had more to do, as they were in
the Rustenburg Champions Cup and both the netball and
hockey competitions had twenty schools taking part. The
DSG netball team were very unfortunate in their competition,
as they won 4 and lost 4 matches, with 3 of those matches
being lost by just one goal! The team must be commended
on their attitude and approach throughout the competition,
ultimately earning a very respectable 11th place that could so
easily have been a great deal higher. The U16A hockey team
had a brilliant run at their tournament, as they went through
their pool matches unbeaten, including wins over the likes of
Wynberg, Stellenberg and Herschel. Interestingly, Woodridge
College came out on top in the other pool ahead of fancied
opposition like Bloemhof and St Cyprians and so it became
an all Eastern Cape final. We won the game on a penalty
shootout after we were locked at 0-0 by the final whistle, and
our U16A team were crowned as champions. DSG played 9
matches in total over the weekend, scoring 24 goals with not
a single goal conceded.
The DSG 1st netball and hockey teams then went on to the
St Stithians Sports Festival over the Easter weekend, where
they were joined by the 1st squash team. All three teams had
outstanding tours and return to school at the start of this
term in good shape for the season which now lies ahead.

Jess Coxwell
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The 1st squash team won 4 and lost 2 of their matches, with
big wins over Parktown Girls, Northcliff and St Stithians.
Special mention of Olivia Price who went through the
weekend unbeaten. The 1st hockey team won 3 and lost 1,
with wins over St Stithians, Menlopark and Windhoek, while
the 1st netball team played 8 matches, winning 6 of these,
with 1 draw and only one loss.
Also over this past weekend the Alan Stapleton Squash
Tournament was held in Port Elizabeth and Erin Powers had a
great time of things as she won not only the U16 section, but
the U19 sections as well.
And finally onto swimming, as Toni Rafferty and Emma
Podesta attended the South African Senior National Aquatic
Championships in Durban at the start of the holiday. This is
the first time Emma has qualified for this event and she did
outstandingly well, placing 4th in the 200m backstroke in
her age group. Toni however has been here before and she
didn’t disappoint, as she qualified and swam in no less than
four A finals, the 50m and 100m freestyle and 50m and 100m
butterfly. She broke several EP records along the way and in
the 100m butterfly final, she placed 2nd in the country in
the girls U18 category, to finish off what has been another
incredible season in the pool for her.
Turning our focus to the term ahead and the run of winter
derby days is upon us. We start with a round of fixtures
against Victoria Girls here in Grahamstown, and then we
welcome Cambridge next weekend, who will travel to us from
East London. Clarendon, Queenstown Girls High School and
then Pearson follow on from these games, and we finish with
Kingswood before the half term break. Plenty to look forward
to and to keep all the hockey and netball teams busy. Also
to let you know that while fixtures are on the sports website
www.sportdsgschool.com, the actual match times are
normally only confirmed the Monday of the week building up
to the particular fixture.

1st Teams from DSG and Rhenish

1st Team Squash, Back: Erin Powers, Ivana Stevens,
Olivia Price, Lucy McAdam, Front: Julia Basson, Zoe
Ballantyne

We look forward to seeing plenty of parents at many of
these games and your support is always welcome and much
appreciated.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Toni Rafferty and Emma Podesta at SA Junior
Nationals
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DSG Community
Agreement
As a school community we recognise that we are located in a remarkable country with a complex and often painful
history. Our country is still characterised by divisions of various kinds, most often along economic and racial lines, but
extending to relationships across gender, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity and citizenship. Our school community
is no different. We embrace and celebrate the richness of this diversity, whilst acknowledging that it challenges each
one of us to bring our best selves to every interaction.
Those who are different from us in any way, invite us to think again about our assumptions about the way the world
works and all that we take for granted. This is what allows us to develop insight, compassion, and true humanity.
However, it is most often an uncomfortable process. We might prefer to avoid it or shut it down. We might respond
defensively or aggressively when we feel vulnerable. For this reason, we have worked together with our girls to put
together this Community Agreement: a statement of our best intentions as a community to stay committed to each
other and to the work of coming to understand one another more deeply.
The purpose of this agreement is therefore to hold every member of the DSG Community accountable to ways of being
together that are life-giving and affirming for all. We choose to adopt the following intentions for our own good and
benefit, and for the good and benefit of all those with whom we share community life.
These intentions apply to all conversations, discussions, dialogues, interactions and events in the life of the school.
Foundational values
As the DSG community we affirm first and foremost that we are all children of God, made in God’s image and likeness.
We therefore choose to treat one another with dignity, respect and kindness and live out our identity as a church
school in loving community, committed to justice and creative, critical citizenship.
As a member of the DSG community, I will strive at all times to:
Be present and aware
a.
b.

Be mindful of the impact of my presence, words, and actions on other members of the DSG community as
well as the wider Grahamstown community.
Turn up, with my mind and heart as open as they can be, when there is an opportunity to engage with others
and learn from them.

Listen
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Look out for opportunities to listen: in class, in workshops, in the boarding house, on the sports field, in the
dining hall, in social settings.
Give others the opportunity to speak without interruption.
Listen deeply, in order to understand rather than to reply.
Try to see situations from the other person’s point of view.
Carefully consider opinions different to my own (even/especially when I do not agree).

f.
g.

Be willing to have conversations with others who are different to me, those who I do not usually have
conversations with.
Allow what I hear to shape my attitudes and actions.

Speak
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

i.
j.
k.

Speak for myself, tell my own story, and express my own opinions.
Only speak on behalf of a group if I have specifically been asked to represent that group.
Not tell anyone else’s story that I have not been given specific permission to share, unless:
- I am telling the story with him/her in order to support them in their telling
- I am concerned for his/her well-being and I am informing a trusted adult.
When I need to speak in order to improve a situation, I will speak honestly and directly, be clear and specific
and ensure that there is no misunderstanding.
Address issues that arise directly and promptly rather than circulating and escalating them.
Disagree with or challenge the opinion or idea, rather than the person.
Tell only the facts that I am certain of/that I have verified.
Avoid causing harm in any way:
- verbal: not speaking hurtful/hateful words
- non-verbal: monitoring my tone (e.g. aggressive, sarcastic, mocking), facial expressions (e.g. sneering,
dismissive, closed) and body language (e.g. eye-rolling, middle finger, turning away)
- physical: not punching, slapping, pinching, shoving, tripping etc.
Respond with grace to genuine questions asked with respect; allow myself and others the freedom to be on a
journey and not know everything.
Take the other person into account when speaking; what is important is not what I intended in saying something,
but how it was received/understood and the impact that it had.
Be accountable for my own words and actions, and apologise and make amends when I have caused harm.

Think before, think during and think after
I will keep asking myself challenging questions to help me choose my words and actions and evaluate them afterwards:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Am I speaking (about to speak) in order to do good or harm?
What role can (did) I play in resolving this situation in the best possible way for all involved?
Is emotion getting in the way of me hearing? What am I feeling? Why am I reacting this way?
What choices do I have right now?
Am (Was) I open to others’ perspectives or have I closed my heart/mind to them?
In what ways am (was) I responsible for what has happened/is happening, or what role am I playing in what is
happening?
How can I change how I think/speak/act so as to improve the outcome (now or next time)?

Be willing to keep moving – this is ongoing work
a.
b.
c.
d.

Commit to doing all I can to bring about positive and lasting change at every level: in myself, in my relationships,
and in the systems that govern and guide the school.
Be willing to keep moving forward together, even though healing is a long, complex and often difficult process,
because I believe in a better collective future.
Be open to and, whenever possible, work towards rebuilding, restoring and or strengthening relationships.
Always choose to continue acting in a dignified, respectful and loving way.

