DSG
Newsletter Term 1 #10 | 28 March 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
I write this after a wonderfully celebratory assembly and off the back of a weekend that saw our Matric girls
transformed into stunning, mature and sophisticated young women. As I have just said to them, they were beautiful
inside and out. They were generous with one another and their behaviour and dress was fitting for the occasion.
The dance floor was opened by Head Girl, Julia Basson, and her partner, Miles Danckwerts, and the manner in which
they did so set the tone for the evening. She curtsied, he bowed and then he led her to the centre of the dance floor,
never taking his eyes off her; then, as the music started, they began to waltz beautifully together. There are timeless
traditions that exquisitely set the tone and are worthy of reminder and preservation. Thank you, Julia and Miles, for
your dignity, sense of occasion, refined and poignant beginning to the Dance.
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As the night wore on, the girls switched to party mode and it was evident that they were having the time of their
lives. On their behalf, I thank Dr Foster and the dance committee, Mr Miskin and the catering staff and Mr Emslie
and the support staff for hours of planning and preparation. Well done to the speakers and singers, Cally Still and
Yoliswa Mdlankomo, and thank you also to parents and family who made the trip to Grahamstown to share part of
this special evening.
DSG has managed to preserve all that is good about a Matric Dance. Our girls do not rush away early to get to
an ‘after-party’. They have one party at the venue, thereby keeping the focus on the dance as the celebration
and respecting the hard work many people have contributed to making it special. They all return to their Houses
afterwards where the Grade Elevens have decorated the Matric ‘chill’ rooms (‘cops-coms’) and they reminisce well
into the early hours of the morning. This is the stuff of lifelong memories – clean, wholesome and friendshipcentred fun.
We are nearing the end of the longest first term in a decade. As a full boarding school, the end of our first term is
usually dictated by Easter. A late Easter has allowed us to balance the length of the terms more equitably, which is
good news for what is usually a very long, middle winter term. With two weeks to go, I do not want to pre-empt
anything other than to say that our girls are tired but have done so well in every area of DSG life. I am very proud
of them.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

Art in Oatlands Park
A new challenge for the incredibly talented DSG and St
Andrew’s College artists along with their teachers, Gabby
Richards and Juli-Anne Norton, who introduced a wonderfully
inspiring project - decorating the bins in Oatlands Park.
What a difference they have made, with the emphasis in
community engagement on relationship building and not just
charitable giving. Their creative contribution now reflects a
vibrant, varied and bright new splash of colour throughout
the park. A big thank you to our artists for all their time and
effort as well as a thank you to Stephen van der Merwe of
Hyundai for sponsoring the bins.
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Academics

Senior Interhouse Maths Competition 2019
The relay component of the Senior Interhouse Maths Competition was held on Tuesday evening in the D&T Centre. Each House
entered a team of four pupils – two from Grade 10 and two from Grade 11 – to vie for the coveted title of Interhouse Maths
champions. Teams not only had to contend with the “out-of-the-box” nature of the Olympiad-style questions, they also had
to think carefully about team strategy and distribution of workload, all done under constant pressure of time. In addition to
the relay component, results from the first round of the SA Mathematics Olympiad were also incorporated into the final score.
Merriman was the overall winner this year, and they proudly take the title of Senior Interhouse Maths Champions of 2019.

Dr Duncan Samson

Merriman Winning Team, Amy Poole, Savannah
Coventry, Olivia de Kock and Chelsea Cordner
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Cultural

Life Sciences (Biology) Activities
Last week, the Life Sciences Department was fortunate to
have donated to it some unique specimens for dissection. A
parent, Mr Nicholas Poole, kindly donated two impala heads,
to allow our some of our Grade 11 and 12 Life Sciences
learners to dissect the brain and eyes. The impalas were
recently culled on a farm and allowed our learners to see firsthand the brain tissue and structure of the eye. The dissection
was a messy affair, but well-received.
After learning about the neurons, synapses, the reflex arc
and neurotransmitters, the budding biologists tackled two
practical tasks: the first involved studying the sensitivity of our
sensory nervous system; the second was the determination
of reaction times using sight and sound.
The AS Level Biology class rounded out their fifth chapter
in their workbooks this week with a practical on mitosis.
Dividing root cells were inspected under the microscope for
the different phases of mitosis.

Sarah Stevenson, Lauren Poole, Saffron Gifford, Craig
Macpherson and Peter Voges dissecting the brain

Dr Petra Gentz

Zanda Nkosiyane and Melissa Batyi

Amy Poole

Sascha van de Merwe and Natasha de Beer

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

28 March 2019

World Book Day
World Book Day, or International Day of the Book, is an
annual event organised by UNESCO to promote reading,
publishing and copyright. World Book Day is celebrated on
23rd April worldwide, which unfortunately falls during DSG
school holidays. However, all is not lost as one of our ardent
readers, Erin Powers, Grade 9 and Library Assistant, has come
up with a plan of reading activities to celebrate this important
day. These include: The DSG Bookface photo contest and DSG
Extreme Reading (a reading activity started by St Andrews
College).
These will run concurrently as of this week right through the
holiday. Please feel free to participate.

Community Engagement

Eco Friendly DSG
On 26th March, Clare Rothwell came to talk to us about
the making and functioning of EcoBricks. She compared
well-made bricks with poorly made ones, informing us that
EcoBricks must be compact, hard and weigh 600 grams. Ms
Rothwell showed us a stool and a chair that she had made
and went on to discuss the uses EcoBricks have in her school
and why she teaches students to make them.
EcoBricks not only provide a solution for reducing our plastic
waste, but also afford people a valuable skill that can be used
to earn additional income. It was pointed out that not only are
EcoBricks more efficient than recycling, as only 9% of plastic
is actually recycled, but also that the EcoBricks themselves
can be reused after their previous infrastructure is no longer
needed. Attending the talk was helpful in understanding the
manufacture and function of EcoBricks, as well as inspiring
us to drive the EcoBrick movement in our own communities.

Clint York

DSG environmentalists learn about EcoBricks
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Cultural

The “Girl Power” Senior Open Concert
Although there were only two St Andrew’s College musicians on show last Thursday evening, they certainly flew the flag very
high indeed. Congratulations are due to Aidan Reynolds, who played the demanding “Andante in C” by Mozart very well on
his Flute, as well as to Marshall Parham, who gave a very stylish rendition of the jazzy “Blues for Beth” by Mike Cornick on the
Piano.
The rest of the concert was an impressive display of feminine cultural “muscle” by Camagu Mgwedli (Piano), Nikita Xhanti
(Trombone), Angela Volschenk (Voice), Alythea Porter (Piano), Tyler Wratten (Guitar) and Iviwe Gontshi (Piano). Special
mention must be made of Cally Still (Voice and Piano) who performed her own composition to great acclaim, and Dali Banda
(Voice) who reminded everybody of the joy of falling in love with her soulful performance of “Misty” by Errol Garner. The
audience were well-rewarded for their support.

Angela Volschenk

Iviwe Gontshi

The Connection Between Music and Maths
The relationship between Maths and Music is a discussion that has entertained many academics for decades. Despite the
obvious connections between Pythagoras and the western tuning system or the Fibonacci sequence and the patterns of
the piano keyboard, the Music School auditorium
witnessed even further proof last Sunday evening,
when Dr Duncan Samson (Director of Maths) took
to the stage with his Violin.
He was very ably accompanied by Ms Liz Campbell
(part-time music teacher) on the Piano. Together,
they presented a delightful and eclectic mix of
pieces that generally come under the title of
“Parlour Music”.
Some of the composers were well-known (Handel,
John Ireland and Hubert Parry) but others were
less so. What joined them all together was the
informal and accessible nature of the music, which
was further facilitated by the relaxed virtuosity of
the performers.
Dr Duncan Samson and Ms Liz Campbell
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Franschhoek Chamber Music Workshop
Four of the top string players from the David Wynne Music School were fortunate enough to have been selected to attend
this week-long event. This annual Chamber Music Workshop offers musically gifted young people a week of intensive training
in scenic Franschhoek. Participants receive professional and highly personalised instruction to encourage and develop their
talent, to improve their prowess as a collaborative musician, and to achieve real progress in a self-enriching and fulfilling way.
The best form of report back is in the words of the pupils themselves:
Ben Terry (Cello): “From the food to the music, everything
was exceptional, the dorms were clean, and the house parents
were always nice. Making music is such an amazing feeling,
and especially being able to make it with other people alike. I
was able to chat and enjoy myself talking about our favourite
sonatas and pieces. Quite a few of the people I talked to were
around my age and some were home-schooled, they said it
helped them to really enjoy and get into the music. I played
in a quartet, a quintet and a sextet, we were all able to bond
well, and at the concerts I feel we played exceptionally well.
The funny conversations and other mishaps took any kind
of tense mood off the situation and we were able to focus
on our playing, and really get in to it. All in all, the constant
playing and thinking of music helped me improve my sight
reading and has made me consider how much more I need
to practise. Being able to go to Franschoek was a memorable
experience and truly helped me and I wish to go next year as
well.”

time and it was amazing to get to know people who had the
same passion as myself and were so dedicated to their music.”
Corneli Rocher (Viola): “I had so much fun, I will definitely
go again. I learned so much about how to play together in
small groups and loved the fact that my day was filled with
music. The cherry on top though, was making so many new
friends. We went from crying because the Matrics would have
to leave, to crying with laughter at the breakfast table. Overall
it was a wonderful experience.”
Asive Ngcebetsha (Violin): “I arrived in Franschhoek on
16th March feeling a bit anxious and very intimidated by the
practising that was happening in the other rooms The anxiety
and intimidation didn’t last long, because on Monday I was
already feeling like a I had learnt numerous things. The week
was filled with intensive training in the beautiful setting of
Franschhoek, every part of it was enjoyed from the orchestra
nights, to the cabaret night and most of all, being with other
young and talented musicians that share the same interests
as you.”
Congratulations to these four talented young pupils and also
to their teachers, Ms Rennie and Mr Mkula. Special thanks to
Mr Mkula and Professor Foxcroft for transporting them to and
from Franschhoek.

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

Asive Ngcebetsha, Yolisa Ngcola, Corneli Rocher
and Ben Terry
Yolisa Ngcola (Violin): “We arrived in Franschhoek on 16th
March and we were greeted by the beautiful serenity of
the place. However, that was quickly replaced by fear and
intimidation when we arrived at the accommodation and
heard the other students practising! By the time we were
going to have orchestra performance that night, that feeling
was already gone. I have leant so much in a short space of

Corneli addresses the audience with Asive in the 1st
Violin seat
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DSG Play Festival 2019
The second annual DSG Play Festival was held on Human
Rights Day, 21 March. The festival celebrates excellence in
drama and encourages work by students for students. The
inclusion of St Andrew’s College performers this year added
to the character dynamics achieved on stage and this addition
was certainly appreciated by the DSG audience. The hope
is to grow the festival from year to year by extending it to
include entries by other Grahamstown schools. This year the
festival showcased four plays, directed by Grade 11 Dramatic
Arts’ students.
The first play of the evening was Heartbreak Medea by Mike
van Graan. The adult nature of the play provided a challenge
for the directors, Esona Dyantyi and Qhama Skenjana, who
approached the hard-hitting subject matter with maturity
and sensitivity. The play examines the consequences of
the disintegration of a marriage, homosexuality, HIV and
the vengeful measures taken by a woman scorned. The
performers, Viwe Cimi, Qhama Skenjana and Arran Hepburn,
were commended for their characterisation.

Savannah Coventry and Francesca Behr as troubled
teens in Selfie
someone for sexual gratification is no more “sex” than paying
to punch someone is “boxing”.
The last play of the evening was the delightful Baggage
Unattended by Eric Coble, directed by Luisa Da Molo, Juliette
Ridley and Bella Tsinonis. A bag left unattended in an airport
lounge causes havoc in a relationship as husband and wife
battle it out in their attempt to deal with this potentially
explosive situation. Pamella Ganca and Thomas Stavridis
were hysterically funny and displayed great finesse and comic
timing as the husband and wife team.
Congratulations to the directors and their casts for all the
hard work that went into making the DSG Play Festival a great
success. Special thanks to everyone who helped behind the
scenes to ensure that all the technical equipment was in
working order and to Sabine Renaud for operating the lights
and sound so calmly and efficiently.

Viwe Cimi and Qhama Skenjana deal with tough
issues in Heartbreak Medea

Susan Baker

The second play Selfie by Bradley Hayward was directed by
Mbali Booi. “It’s not about what other people think of you,
it’s the picture you have of yourself.” Selfie explores how nine
teenagers, each dealing with personal issues, are desperate
to project a certain image of themselves in order to fit in. The
large ensemble cast performed with energy and commitment
and Mbali was commended on her creative direction of the
play.
The third play, Head in the Game by Carolyn Gage, directed by
Sihle Bhangaza and Mbesi Kukisi, brought the audience into
the sordid world of “pay-to-play” abuse of women, through
a fantasy scenario of “boxing girls”; women whom men pay
to batter. The play brings home the point that paying to use

Khanya Lugongolo and Libo Ngwenya as undercover
journalists in Head in the Game
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MySociaLife
As reported last week, we welcomed
Mr Dean McCoubrey from MySociaLife,
to deliver the first module of a digital
education programme. As you can see
from the girls’ faces, he gave them
plenty to start thinking about. We look
forward to learning more about this
important and topical subject.

DSG Old Girls
Cape Town Gathering
11 April 2019
To all our DSG Old Girls....it's time to get together!
Your are warmly invited to a social evening of supper and networking.
Venue:
Time:
Dress:
Cost:

34 Eden Road, Claremont
18h00 for 18h30
Casual
R150 per head

Please RSVP and send payment confirmation by 9 April 2019
For more information contact: events@dsgschool.com or visit the DSG Foundation
Office website: www.dsgfoundation.com

For all your property enquiries please contact the
Grahamstown Team
046 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za
pamgolding.co.za/grahamstown
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Matric Dance 2019
The matric girls of 2019 had a night to remember as they celebrated their final school dance together last Saturday evening.
The evening was filled with sheer happiness and fun; from the array of Grade 8 girls’ outfits as they fetched the dates from St
Andrew’s College, the matric girls who, after a day of pampering, hair-styling and makeup, looked absolutely radiant as they
emerged from their Houses, to the elegant cocktail party around the fountain and on through an evening of much laughter,
chatter and dancing.
The Grade 11 Dance Committee transformed the Nonnie Mullins dining hall into a ‘Golden Hour’ wonder with sophisticated
touches of gold, black and white on the tables and a wall of balloons at the photo booth. The girls were warmly welcomed
and addressed by Head Girl, Julia Basson and entertained by impressive vocalists, Cally Still and Yoliswa Mdlankomo, as they
enjoyed a delicious three-course dinner. As is tradition, the dancing began with a waltz competently opened by Julia and her
date, after which the boys and girls enthusiastically took to the floor. The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all and the girls
will no doubt treasure memories of their Matric Dance for many years to come.

Dr Ingrid Foster
For more photos, visit the myDSG parent portal (https://my.dsgschool.com), under the School Information menu click on
Photo Galleries/DSG &SAC Events/DSG Matric Dance 2019
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Sport
Dear Parents
The derby weekend with Kingswood last weekend, was a
wonderful way to start the official winter sports season. It gave
almost all our teams a chance to play and it also presented
a good opportunity for our teams to play at Kingswood,
which is where K-Day will be hosted later this year. Having
not played a competitive winter sports fixture at Kingswood
since 2016, it gave our girls a chance to familiarise themselves
with the facilities and surrounds before June. What was also
great about the weekend, was the relaxed atmosphere that
the games were all played in, without the hype and emotion
which K-Day brings. This allowed all the players and coaches
to be able to ease themselves into the season, especially with
what is always a challenging Collegiate fixture looming ahead
of us next weekend.
This weekend we do not have a derby day scheduled (with
state schools still on holiday - opposition was hard to come
by). We decided against more internal matches, so it is in
effect a free weekend, and these don’t come along too often.
There are however, a few teams on tour and both the 2nd
and 16A hockey teams are away this weekend in Knysna and
Woodridge respectively.

still looking to settle some of their team combinations, the
line-ups of both teams were changing every quarter. Midway
through the game, Kingswood had fought back and narrowed
the gap down to just a point. However, DSG finished the game
off well and extended their lead to win the game 24-19. A
competitive and enjoyable fixture played in a wonderful spirit
that sets both teams up well for the season ahead.
Overall we played 16 netball matches against Kingswood and
DSG won 14 of these with just 2 losses. The biggest margins of
victories were awarded to the U16B and U16C teams, winning
24-3 and 20-0 respectively.
There were 11 hockey matches played against Kingswood, of
which DSG won 7 with 2 draws and 2 losses. The U14B’s had a
great start to the season winning their match 13-0, while the
U16A’s and 2nd teams both won 5-0. Special mention must
go to Saffiya Moodliar, Ziya Skweyiya and Amy Fowlds, who
all scored hat tricks on the weekend.

The 1st netball team had a great game against Kingswood
on Friday night. DSG started the stronger of the two teams
and went out to an early lead. With both Kingswood and DSG

The 1st team hockey match went the way of Kingswood on
this occasion, as the DSG team learnt a hard lesson about
taking their chances when they have them. This game saw
DSG putting in a dominant display in terms of territory and
possession, which created the majority of scoring chances.
However, we were made to pay the price of being wasteful
in the scoring circle by a resilient Kingswood team, who dug
deep in defence and managed to score two counter-attack
second half goals, the last one coming with just seconds left
on the clock to close out the game 2-1.

Emma Mulcahy & Katarina Behr 1st team vs KC

Indipile Ndamase 1sts vs KC

Match reports for the weekend are as follows…
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Once again all the match results, as well as team lists and
hockey goal scorers, can be found on the sports website.
www.sport.dsgschool.com
DSG were represented at the South African Junior Swimming
National Championships this past weekend in Durban by
Toni Rafferty, Emma Podesta and Courtney Repinz. Just to
qualify for this event is an amazing achievement and speaks
to the hard work and resilience shown by these three; we
are exceptionally proud of all their efforts this season. Emma
Podesta qualified for two finals at the Championships in the
100m butterfly and 50m backstroke, while Toni Rafferty went
on to not only make the finals of no fewer than six events,
but she also medalled in four of these, winning a bronze in
the 50m backstroke, two silvers in the 100m freestyle and
50m butterfly and then going on to win the gold in the 50m
freestyle. Toni also set two new Eastern Province records
in the 50m and 100m freestyle events. Overall a brilliant
weekend for our swimmers in Durban.

Jamie Campbell 16A vs KC

Toni Rafferty and Emma Podesta
In horse riding we congratulate Beth Rennie, and Hannah
and Rebecca Jones who have been invited to join the
LEAD programme for Dressage (Learner Education for the
Advancement of Dressage), where they will attend courses
and receive instruction over the next two years from Armin
Fritz, the top dressage instructor in South Africa.

Secrets Told and Beth Rennie

Looking ahead and besides the 2nd and U16A hockey teams
who are on tour this weekend, we also have Shaelyn Walker
and Wendy-Mae Turner attending the Level 3 Swimming Gala
in Oudtshoorn.
Next weekend we look forward to welcoming Collegiate Girls
High School to Grahamstown in what will undoubtedly prove
to be a tough encounter on the netball courts and hockey
fields for our teams, but one which we look forward to with
great anticipation.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

16B Netball vs KC

EN AVANT

28 March 2019

DSG Winter Sports Dates for 2019
Term 1
15 Mar. – Hockey (SPAR Festival in Graaf Reinet) – 1sts
15-17 Mar. – Hockey/Netball (Westering Festival in PE) – 16B hockey & 15A netball
15-17 Mar. – Hockey (Rob Taylor Festival in EL) – 14A
23 Mar. – Hockey/Netball Derby vs Kingswood (H&A) Note: This is not K-Day
28-31 Mar. – Hockey (Oakhill Festival in Knysna) – 2nd team
28-31 Mar – Hockey (Woodridge Festival) – 16A hockey
6 Apr. - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Collegiate (H) (except 1st teams)
10 Apr. – Hockey/Netball vs Rhenish (H) – 1st teams only
Holidays start 11 April
11-13 Apr. – Hockey/Netball (Tour to Cape Town) – 1st & U14A teams
11-14 Apr. – Hockey/Netball (Rustenburg Champions Cup in Cape Town) - U16A teams
17-22 Apr. – Hockey/Netball/Squash (St Stithians Easter Festival) – 1st teams
Term 2
10-11 May – Hockey/Netball Derby vs VG (A)
17 May – Netball vs Collegiate (H) – 1st team only
18 May - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Cambridge (H)
19 May – Tennis (Luden Cup in Ght)
22 May – Hockey/Netball Derby vs Alex Road (A)
24-25 May - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Clarendon (A)
1 June - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Pearson (H)
8 June - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Queenstown GHS (A)
14 June - Netball Derby vs Kingswood (A)
15 June – Hockey Derby vs Kingswood (A)

DSG Winter Sports Dates for 2019 cont.
Half term 20/06 to 02/07 – EP Hockey, Netball and Squash tours take place over this time
6 July – Hockey vs Volkskool (H) – 1sts and 16A
13 July - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Woodridge (A)
19 July – Netball Derby vs Framesby (H)
20 July - Hockey/Netball Derby vs Kingsridge (H) & Hockey Derby vs Framesby (H)
3 Aug. - Hockey Derby vs Union (H)
Holidays start 8 August
8-11 Aug. – Hockey/Netball (DSG U14 Tournament in Ght) U14A
8-11 Aug. – Hockey (U16 Top 12 Tournament in Paarl - tbc) U16A
8-11 Aug. – Hockey (1st team Top 12 Tournament in Bloem. - tbc) 1sts

Easter Cantata

The Diocesan School for Girls and St Andrew’s College
invite you to join them for a contemplative service of worship that explores
the Easter message through words and music.

TUESDAY 2 APRIL
and WEDNESDAY 3 APRIL
at 19:00 in the CATHEDRAL
This contemplative service of worship, which incorporates music
from composers such as Bach, Mozart and Rutter among others,
helps us to focus on the most significant event in the Church year –
Christ’s Passion and Resurrection. The music will be interspersed by thought-provoking
readings taken from the Bible and other sources.

All Welcome

