DSG
Newsletter Term 1 #8 | 14 March 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Last Friday, DSG, together with our brothers at St Andrew’s College, marked the occasion of International Women’s
Day. The theme, #Balance for Better, reflects the intention to drive gender balance across the world and the slogan,
‘Think equal, build smart and innovate for change,’ emphasises that.
The DSG prefect body chose to celebrate the day with a short variety concert performed for a combined audience of
the girls and boys. This was initiated by our school leaders and beautifully choreographed and orchestrated by them:
Nicole Ruwodo sang a song she had written; Peo Ramokgoba opened in prayer, reminding us of the many women
who still have extremely limited opportunities and freedom; Oyama Mzayidume and Jonathan Shamwana delivered
an outstanding speech; over thirty girls performed a dance choreographed by Lisakhanya Maqula; Victoria Girls’
High School guest, Lisakhanya Kota, performed some of her Slam Poetry; and our Head Girl, Julia Basson, summed
it all up and gave thanks.
I was incredibly proud of our girls. They conveyed clearly the new wave of Feminism that is inclusive of race, culture
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and gender. Their focus was celebratory and uplifting for girls and boys and the concert was generously received by
their audience.
Importantly, days like Friday remind our girls that they have choices and an abundance of opportunities. At the
same time, we are reminded of the responsibility that we have at DSG to ensure that each girl is prepared for the
exciting, stimulating and challenging world that she will live in as an adult. We believe that this is best achieved
through total immersion in the whole school programme. While no individual could possibly sign up for all that is
on offer, it is important for a girl’s development that she have exposure to the cultural, sporting and spiritual aspects
of DSG life, while maintaining academics as her primary focus.
To encourage all-round involvement in the school programme, girls are required to commit a certain number of
hours to the clubs and community engagement programmes during their time at the school. A couple of years ago,
we interrogated our clubs programme to ensure that the girls were offered interesting, relevant and worthwhile
choices. They have the option of doing clubs as diverse as coding, First Aid, debating and ballroom dancing – certainly
something for everyone. The community engagement programme likewise offers many options for the girls and
their involvement encourages girls to interact with those from the wider community of which we are part.
We have instituted a rather carrot-and-stick approach to encourage girls to engage in these programmes: the carrot
is that we offer girls an extraordinary opportunity at school to develop wide interests; the stick is that a girl will
receive a limited testimonial from the school at the end of her matric year if she has not fulfilled the required hours
(and these certainly are not onerous). While tutors have the primary responsibility of ensuring that their girls are on
track for fulfilling their obligations, parental support would be valued and appreciated. I encourage parents to assist
us by questioning your daughter about what she is doing, or may be interested in doing, and gently pushing her to
becoming involved if this appears necessary.
However, our girls are mostly incredibly busy and happily involved. Many have chosen DSG because the programme
allows them participation across a range of activities that would not be possible at a day school in a bigger city. I love
their level of enthusiasm and am thankful for their infectious exuberance and energy.
Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress

THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS?
Knowledge, service delivery and our personal touch.
Contact our Grahamstown team for all your property requirements.
Tel +27(0)46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za | www.pamgolding.co.za
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Academics

DSG Maths Olympiad

Ms Boynton challenges girls from Grade 8 – 12 to a Maths Olympiad

Grade 8 and 9 Design Exhibition : February/March
On display are some snapshots of the work our Grade 8 and 9
students carried out during the first half term of 2019.
The Grade 8 pupils created clay jewellery and engaged in
two-point perspective cityscape drawings, while the Grade 9s
built a tiny house architecture project, as well as producing
a perfume/aftershave bottle Computer Aided Design
assignment with some 3D printed models.

Joha Dreyer
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Chapel

Spiritual Matters
In the spirit of discipline and self-denial during Lent, the DSG community has been encouraged among other things, to give up
some time each day for the forty days of Lent, and spend that time in prayer and reading God’s Word. Various stations have
been placed in the Chapel for guided prayers for this purpose. Pictured below are some of these stations.

Anako Maleki thanks God
for the lovely rain we have
received lately by sticking
her thanksgiving note on the
Wall of Blessings.

Seen here is Khanya
Mabandla colouring in as
she meditates on God’s
Word.

Victoria Basson admires her
image in the mirror as she
tries to comprehend how
she’s created in the image of
God.

After reading an article
in the Herald Newspaper,
Keira Ocharo prays for the
situation and the people
mentioned.

What better way to use this
time than to read through
one or more of the four
Gospels? Vuyiseka Adam
from Red Alert does just
that.
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Foundation

DSG Old Girls Gathering
On Thursday, 7 March 2019, the DSG Foundation Office hosted
the first DSG Old Girls gathering of 2019 for the Grahamstown
alumnae at Shelley Frayne’s home. There was plenty of
laughter and reminiscing about fond memories created at our
special school.
Many of the old girls at the gathering are current or past
parents at DSG or work for one of our family of schools
and their loyalty and the value they bring to the school is
invaluable. Thank you to everyone who came to connect with
us.
The DSG Foundation Office looks forward to connecting with
the Old Girls in Port Elizabeth on 4th April 2019. More details
to follow.

Back Row: Louise Todd, Angie Marriner, Jan
Ross, Victoria Ter Morshuizen, Lindsay Vroom,
Fiona Meihuizen, Kirsten Wilmot, Di Wilmot, Cindy
Fumbata, Nicola Turner
Front Row: Leigh Vetch, Shelley Frayne, Vanessa
Bowes, Alison Wienekus

Community Engagement

Rotary Youth Leadership (RYLA) Camp 2019
Charlotte Abraham and Jules Murray attended the RYLA camp
at Thomas Baines from Thursday 7th to Sunday 10th March.
Jules Murray was invited back for the second year running as
a leader for the camp.
Charlotte writes, ‘When arriving at Thomas Baines on
Thursday morning, I had butterflies in my stomach and was
unsure of what to expect, but as soon as I got out of the bus,
I was greeted with smiles and friendly faces. This was an
instant reassurance.

When I left the camp on Sunday, I felt not only more confident
about my own leadership and effective communication skills
but left with an abundant number of new friends. It was an
extremely positive experience, and one that I am so grateful
to have to have had the privilege of experiencing.’

On the camp, there was a representative from every school
in the Eastern Cape who serves on their schools interact
committees. We were split into eight different groups, and
the activities began such as canoeing, building scaffolding,
orienteering and even a potjie competition. We also attended
various talks about leadership, goal setting, team work and
conflict management.
Although it was all done in the rain, everyone’s spirits were
high and there was still a lot of positivity thrown back and
forth between the dripping campers. In the free time we all
chatted on our beds in the large dormitory and got to know
each other better and better.

Group Dynamics
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Pink Walk
On Tuesday 12 March, the Grahamstown community was out in full force
to support the PINK WALK for Cancer initiative. It was inspirational to see
how many girls (and staff) from DSG were prepared to walk. The walk
started with lots of thunder and trepidation, but after a refreshing start
in a gentle rain, miraculously the weather improved and the walk went off
well. The walk was 6.3kms and all the girls finished in good time.

Rev Sue Paton
Victoria Basson, Camagu Mgwedli, Kay
Ferguson and Cate Stretton

DSG Supports Cancer Walk

DSG Staff Dean Bridger, Nonesi Zonke, Rev Rachel
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Cultural

Women’s Day Celebration
International Women’s Day took place on 8th March and Lisa Maqula, one of the 2019 prefects, decided to mark the day
by organising a celebration assembly with the help of her prefect body. The original plan was to have a joint celebration
with St Andrew’s College on the Lower Field, but the amazing rain put paid to this. Instead, the schools joined together in
the Centenary Hall where the crowd was entertained with music by Nicole Ruwodo, a dance piece choreographed by Lisa
Maqula and some slam poetry from Lisakhanya Kota (VGHS). The highlight however, was the address by Oyama Mzayidume
and Jonathan Shamwana which you will find below. It was a wonderful celebration of the power of woman presented by the
woman of DSG.

Jonathan Shamwana and Oyama Mzayidume

Dance Group

Women’s Day Speech
Good afternoon everyone,
Ms Frayne, Mr Thompson, teachers, staff and pupils of College
and DSG.
Oyama: Before you disengage completely, we ask that you
give us five minutes of your time to explain why, as bell hooks
once said “feminism is for everyone”.
Jono: The fact that we’re gathered here today means that
although we haven’t achieved complete balance, we’ve
made notable progress. However, we often get this so wrong
by thinking that today aims to acknowledge and celebrate
the women that have achieved things of an extraordinary
magnitude, when today simply aims to acknowledge and
celebrate ALL women. From our moms, our sisters, women in
the workplace, women in the church, the mamas who clean
our dorms and women who break barriers every day – women
play an extremely valuable role in our lives.
Oyama: The first International Women’s Day celebrations

were held in 1910, when women were still fighting for the
right to vote and the right to work. We must acknowledge
that in most parts of the world, women can do both. However,
this doesn’t change the fact that women are less likely to get
an education, that women are still paid less than men for
doing the same work and that women are victims of genderbased violence and femicide, especially here in South Africa
and the rest of the continent. But a better world is one where
everyone is a feminist.
Jono: When writing this speech, I recalled a memory of my
mother talking very fondly about Oprah Winfrey visiting
Zambia back in 2003. Oprah was asked in a press conference,
“How does it feel to be one of the most powerful women
in the world and to have…”. She interrupted the reporter
mid-sentence and said, “Sorry, you’re mistaken. One of the
most powerful people in the world.” Initially, I very naively
thought, “Gosh, where’s the humility in that?” But I came
to the realisation that what the reporter did is what we do
on a daily basis. We give women the title of the best female
entrepreneur, the best female hockey player or the smartest
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girl in the class, when often the best entrepreneur, the best
hockey player or the smartest in the class would not just be
appropriate but necessary.
Oyama: We’ve noticed that in our community, there are a few
misconceptions about feminism: we’d like to clear those up.
And although we don’t have all the answers, no one does, we
encourage you to have discussions with people around you,
even those who you disagree with to challenge yourself and
broaden your perspectives.
Oyama: So, if I’m a feminist, does that mean I hate men?
Jono: No, it means that you don’t want men to hate women.
Oyama: And if I’m a feminist, does that mean that I only
support women?
Jono: No, it means that you support all oppressed groups,
whether that be the LGBT+ community or other minority
groups such as Muslims or Black people.
Oyama: Do I have to be a woman to be a feminist?
Jono: While you might not have the lived experience of a
woman, if you acknowledge your privilege and work towards
dismantling inequality, yes you can be a feminist.
Oyama: Hold on a second… if I am a feminist, do I have to stop
listening to trap music?
Jono: By all means, keep listening to Migos, but next time you
do, challenge yourself by really questioning the misogynistic
nature of the music.
Oyama: Wow, feminism goes in!

Julia Basson
Jono: Oyama, feminism slaps!
However, being a man and all, there’s still something I can’t
wrap my head around. There are so many examples of
successful women that are given all the necessary tools to
pave their way to success, so why are people complaining?
Oyama: Imagine if everyone was trying to get into Nandos.
In this analogy, Nandos represents opportunity. Everyone in
the world is short, but in order to get into Nandos, you had
to meet a height requirement. Some people have high heels,
so they can get into Nandos easily. Think of these high heels
as privilege – even though in real life, high heels are ouch.
Oppressed groups don’t have high heels, so they can’t get into
Nandos. They either can’t afford to buy high heels or their
parents didn’t have high heels to pass down for them to use.
And, for the most part, no matter how hard you work, you
can’t grow taller. While there are some women and members
of other oppressed groups who get into Nandos against the
odds, most women still need help in finding their pair of heels
and those of us with high heels need to use our privilege to
help those without it.
Jono: So, to answer the main question of today and to explain
bell hooks’ quote – feminism is for everyone because there
is no way of making the world a better place if we exclude or
neglect 50% of the population. There is no way of making the
world a better place if we exclude minority groups. Action has
to be taken, in ways big and small.
Oyama: The progress that society has made in terms of
women’s rights has only been achieved through the actions
of women and allies in raising awareness of injustice and
fighting against it. We still have lots of work to do before
we can create an equal society. We all have a role to play in
creating an equal society.
Feminism is for everyone and that includes you.

Nicole Ruwodo

Oyama Mzayidume and Jonathan
Shamwana
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Sport
Dear Parents
The winter season is taking shape and we are in the midst of
what we dub the ‘touring season’, with a number of netball
and hockey teams out every week on tours. It all calms down
after the holidays when the traditional derby days come to
the fore and the rhythm of winter kicks in, but for now it is
manic as we are trying to wrap up team selection and also
prep teams for tours. I appreciate there has also been some
delay in getting information regarding the upcoming winter
season onto the sports portal and I apologise for this. Please
bear with us as we enter information on the portal, as often
the teams who are playing on a particular weekend are not
confirmed until the Monday before the actual fixture. We
do provide a guide on the website as to who we think will
be playing, but the finer details are only confirmed the week
before. We trust this will not inconvenience parents too
much. To make it easier for parents, I have included an outline
of the derby day season at the end of the newsletter so you
can diarise the dates in the meantime.
The past week saw a number of teams on tour including 1st
team hockey and netball, U16A netball and U14A hockey.
The U14A netball teams were also supposed to be in Port
Elizabeth at Alex Road, but due to the heavy rain their festival
was unfortunately cancelled. The rain is obviously most
welcome but has played havoc with trials and team selection

as numerous session have been cancelled. Fortunately, it’s a
slow start to the season and with the state schools all starting
their 3-week holiday this week, derby day fixtures are in short
supply at this stage. Hence the additional fixture against
Kingswood this year and we are looking forward to getting
most, if not all our teams, out for that fixture on 22 and 23
March.
The reports from the past week are below with special
mention of our 1st basketball team, who have been unbeaten
in 2019, and didn’t disappoint as they won the Eastern Cape
Basketball Championships at Kingswood this past weekend.
They have had an amazing season as a team, and those
matrics who finished their basketball career at DSG off with
winning the East Cape Champs this past weekend, can be very
proud of what they have done for the sport during their time
at DSG, especially over the past six months.
We start with the basketball report.
The DSG 1st Basketball team took part in the Eastern Cape
Basketball Tournament, hosted by Kingswood this weekend.
DSG went into the tournament as one of the favourites and
the team didn’t disappoint as they went on to finish top of
their pool and won their semi-final. We then faced WSSF in the
final, in a game which we won 42-12. The DSG 1st basketball
team have been unbeaten in 2019 to date, so it is a wonderful
achievement to be crowned the East Cape Champions as well.
Special mention must be made of Mbesi Kukisi, who was
named Most Valuable Player at the tournament, and Umtha
Sibam, who was selected to the All Star Team.
The DSG U14A hockey team travelled to Port Elizabeth and
took part in the Alex Road U14 Festival. The team played four
matches beating Pearson, drew 2 matches against Collegiate
B and Woodridge and lost to Collegiate A. A good start to
the season for the U14A’s, but more importantly they played
some good hockey and once they find their goal-scoring form,
will be a formidable team.
The 1st and U16A netball teams travelled to Despatch on
Friday for the Despatch Sports Festival. In the matches
played, the DSG 1st team lost 3 and won 2 - with good wins
over Framesby B and Cradock, while the U16A’s only lost 1
match and won 4, including wins over Framesby B, Westering,
Alex Road and Newton Park.

1st Team Basketball

The 1st hockey team travelled to East London to take part
in the Greg Beling Hockey Festival, and in the four matches
played, the 1st team beat Union 4-1, drew with both Collegiate
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0-0 and Hudson Park 3-3, and lost to Oranje 1-2 in a closely
contested encounter.
In Athletics, a number of our top athletes participated in the
East Cape High Schools Athletics Finals at Nelson Mandela
University over the weekend. The meeting includes all the
best athletes from around the Eastern Cape. The DSG athletes
performed brilliantly and set a number of personal bests
during the meeting.
Emily McLean finished 6th in the U17 1500m, Corneli Rocher
and Laura Campbell finished 4th in the U14 High Jump and
U14 400m respectively, while Emma Kruse was 3rd in both
the U14 800m and 1500m.
Jamie Campbell picked up a 4th place in U15 200m, 2nd in
the 400m and was part of the U15 4 x 100m relay team which
picked up the gold.
In squash, Erin Powers played in the South African Junior
Squash Open over half term where she played in the U16
section even though she is still U15. She ended the tournament
ranked 15th in the country in the age group, which is a great
achievement especially with another year to go in the age
group. Following this event, she received an invitation to
attend the SA Closed Tournament in Johannesburg at the end
of the month. Erin also played in the 1st round of the EP U16
squash trials this past weekend where she went through the
rounds unbeaten and is currently ranked as the number 1
U16 squash player in EP.
As mentioned at the start of the newsletter, the outline of
the winter sports season is below and although it is off to a
relatively low key start, it does pick with derby days against
Kingswood and Collegiate before the end of the term and
then after the holidays there are matches every weekend.

Athletics Champs, back: Jamie Campbell and Emily
McLean Front: Laura Campbell, Emma Kruse and
Corneli Rocher

1st team huddle before their game vs Union.

This weekend, however, sees the 1st hockey team in Graaf
Reinet for the SPAR Hockey Festival on Friday. The U14A hockey
team in East London at the Rob Taylor Festival at Clarendon
and Selborne, and then the U15A netball and U16B hockey
teams are in Port Elizabeth at the Westering Sports Festival
on Friday and Saturday.

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Olivia Davidson substituting onto the field in the
DSG 1st team game vs Hudson Park at the Greg
Beling Festival in East London.

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

14 March 2019

Basketball champions
U14A Hockey

East Cape Tournament - DSG 1st team is unbeaten

Top 8 Gala
Last Saturday, the prestigious Top 8 gala took place at Newton
Park in Port Elizabeth. This event is by invitation only, so
it is testimony to the dedication and hard work that our B
Squad swimmers have put into their sport, that nine DSG girls
were entered into 21 individual entries. Due to unforeseen
circumstances however, only Jemma Boonzaier, Joey Taylor,
Thatego Pie and Megan Willemse were able to participate. The
standard of swimming was of a very high calibre, but our girls
managed to hold their own against very strong competitors,
finishing all their races, bar one, in the top four, with split
seconds to spare. Megan Willemse attained a bronze medal
for her 50 metre butterfly and Jemma Boonzaier achieved a
silver for her 50-metre free.

Leza-Mari Schoeman

Medal Winners Megan
Willemse and Jemma
Boonzaier
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Jemma Boonzaier, Joey
Taylor, Thatego Pie,
Megan Willemse

Information
Evening
Prospective parents are warmly
invited to attend an Information
Evening on our family of leading
independent boarding schools

St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
situated in Grahamstown in the
Eastern Cape.

Wednesday 20 March 2019
Mataligilo Farm, Mazabuka, Zambia

Thursday 21 March 2019

Latitude 15 degrees, 35F Leopards
Lane, Lusaka, Zambia

18h00

Children are encouraged to
accompany their parents.

For more information and to RSVP contact Cherié Wille
+27 84 549 7710 | c.wille@sacschool.com
A family of three boarding schools highly regarded for excellence in
all spheres of education.

Information
Evening
Prospective parents are warmly
invited to attend an Information
Evening on our family of leading
independent boarding schools

St Andrew’s College
The Diocesan School for Girls
St Andrew’s Preparatory School
situated in Grahamstown in the
Eastern Cape.

Tuesday
19 March 2019
18h00
Sea Cliff Hotel, 10 Toure
Drive, Msasani Peninsula
Dar Es Salaam
Children are encouraged to
accompany their parents.

For more information and to RSVP contact Cherié Wille
+27 84 549 7710 | c.wille@sacschool.com

