DSG
Newsletter Term 1 #7 | 7 March 2019

Dear Parents and Friends of DSG
Included in our five-year strategic plan for DSG is a category titled ‘The DSG Experience’. The rationale for this category stems
from a two-day strategy session held some time ago when the DSG Council and staff proudly acknowledged that our girls enjoy
an experience unique to DSG. This was articulated in our strategic plan as something special that we wished to preserve and
enhance.
A combination of factors makes up our distinctive ‘DSG Experience’: we are primarily a residential school (even our day girls
spend far more time at school after hours and over weekends than is usual for other schools); we are situated in a small
university town which affords our girls greater freedom and independence than they would have in bigger centres; they are
exposed to national festivals such as the Arts and Science festivals; our geographical location creates a wealth of opportunity
for outdoor education, community engagement, sporting rivalry, cultural activity and the many wonderful nuances that are
singularly Eastern Cape in flavour; and we have a unique, co-instructional relationship with a traditional all-boys boarding
school on our perimeter.
Having identified ‘the DSG Experience’, we have sought to preserve and enhance it in many ways – by developing a multilayered pastoral care system; drawing up a Boarding Brand Promise; extending our academic sharing with St Andrew’s College

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter 							

7 March 2019

(such as through shared Heads of Departments and Directors of Maths and English); creating space for day girls in their
Houses, to name a few – while at the same time building on the very many opportunities that exist at DSG. Key to our strategic
aim in this regard has been the strong desire to ensure that every DSG girl has access to all aspects of this experience. This
has underpinned our approach to and understanding of Transformation and Diversity and the journey we have undertaken in
this regard.
After 2020, DSG will need a new strategic plan and I have no doubt that the Council and Management Team will interrogate all aspects
of what we understand as the DSG experience to assess their ongoing relevance and whether the aims laid down are adequately
being met. There are times when something core to who we are appears to be under threat and requires specific intervention to
ensure it is safe-guarded. It is in the light of the above that I wish to discuss the full-boarding experience that is so distinctive to DSG.
We believe that it is our boarding aspect that creates much of the magic that is DSG: it promotes the strong relationships and
life-long friendships the girls share; it builds the incredible spirit evident at sports fixtures and other events; and it encourages
collaboration in the work and social environment. This is confirmed at the end of every year when the matrics are invited
to share what their most significant memory of DSG will be. About ninety per cent of girls share that the friendships they
developed at school and the fun they had in the boarding Houses will remain with them forever. Some memories from the
2018 matric class include:
•
•
•
•

Late night chats after roll call, interhouse Thirty Seconds, all night stair challenges.
Looking back on my years at DSG, I will never forget all the crazy moments in the house and constantly being surrounded
by the friends I have made for life – I will miss all our late night chats and belly laughs.
My happy memories at DSG are staying up at night in the dorm chatting to friends.
I will never forget my five years at DSG and all the amazing friends I have made. Eating lunch outside with my friends
is one of my most special and unforgettable memories.

This full boarding ethos has evolved overtime to include a number of sleep-outs per term as well as exeats for the day over
weekends and for supper during the week for special occasions. We happily revisit our rules about leaving campus often to
ensure our uniqueness is preserved while still reflecting the needs of the modern teenager.
The increasing number of girls leaving campus regularly, especially on weekends for either a meal or day exeat, has had an
emptying effect on the House, often resulting in the same girls being left behind every time. In effect, there are girls who are
in principle adhering to the rule about two weekend exeats per term, but in practice they are going out every weekend and
literally only sleeping in the Houses. My plea to parents is to only take your daughters out of school for one day per weekend
(and not every weekend) even when they inform you that they have nothing on. It is during the times that they are at school
with their friends over weekends that many of the memories are made and the strong friendships forged.
We are also fielding an increasing number of requests for girls to take big groups of friends out to dinner on a weekday evening,
usually for birthday celebrations. Our appeal to you is to please save these celebrations for weekends wherever possible.
Lastly, the Ed Shereen concerts are looming large. Your daughter will tell you that this is the opportunity of a lifetime. Perhaps
it is, but I would counter it with the many other opportunities available to her that her peers at other schools will not have.
DSG has taken a firm stance on concerts – we do not permit girls to miss school to attend concerts.
There are some sacrifices to be made when opting for full boarding but I would venture to say that the opportunities for
laughter, personal growth, friendship and immense fun far outweigh them.

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday
The school returned from Half-Term to celebrate Shrove
Tuesday. During Chapel, girls were reminded about the
history behind Shrove Tuesday. Pancake races were held in
the afternoon with girls competing in their Houses amidst
much fanfare, music and dance. Knowling House proved
unbeatable when they once again defended the Pancake
Race Winner’s Shield. Congratulations to them! Well done to
all the girls who arranged this and those that took part in the
races.

I would like to wish the entire DSG family a fruitful time during
this Lenten period.

Rev Rachel

The following morning, Ash Wednesday, was observed by the
whole school at a Chapel service where we were encouraged
to re-look at our journey with the Lord, to seek to know Him
more, pray more and be more giving. Each of the girls and
staff had their foreheads marked with the sign of the cross in
ashes, as a symbol of repentance.
Throughout the Lenten period, there will be various stations
with prayer requests set up in the Chapel, where anybody
needing to pray would be welcome to spend some time alone
or with a friend.

Community Engagement

Loseby Literacy
These girls were awarded their certificates of attendance for meeting the requirements for the Loseby Literacy Training sessions
with Kelly Long from GADRA Education. They have now met the qualifications to teach in the new Loseby Literacy programme.
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Peo Ramokgopa
and Pelela Mpotulo
distribute sanitary pads
to underprivileged
young women

National Arts Festival 2019
Tony Lankester, the CEO of the National Arts Festival, has
written a communication regarding the plans for this year’s
National Arts Festival in terms of the water crisis currently
taking place in Makhanda (formerly Grahamstown). He
reassures everyone that ‘the show will go on’ and there will
be adequate water for health and hygiene. If you would
like to read the whole article, please click on: https://
www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-03-05-the-nationalarts-festival-is-on-despite-the-drought/amp/?__twitter_
impression=true&fbclid=IwAR1G96ZBQYsTeIS__ETVDWqOHk
9zdcc4LaxVt2MKQBYW76Oi0YpXuY1-cHw
We support Tony in his invitation to the public to join us
in our beautiful city between 27 June and 7 July 2019 for
the 45th edition of the National Arts Festival. You can find
out more about the festival on their website at www.
nationalartsfestival.co.za.

Conservation artists beautify the hoarding around
the construction site
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God Blesses the Senior Open Concert
It was an unbearably hot day on Wednesday with the
temperature reaching 40 degrees! The Music School
auditorium with its air conditioner was the place to be at
17h30. The most important thing about the concert was that
after some thunder and lightning (very, very frightening…)
there was a wonderful downpour of rain. A most welcome
blessing from God and a sign that we were in the right place
doing the right thing.
At the start, Stuart Christie put everyone in relaxation mode
with a calm and lyrical demonstration of jazz piano playing
in John Myhill’s Ikon. This was followed by an impressive
debut performance by Sauvan Sewsunker of an Adagio by J.S.
Bach. The Prelude by John Rutter performed on the Flute by
cultural prefect Tim Simpson was the perfect continuation of
this overwhelming sense of serenity that permeated the start
of the concert. It wasn’t all just highbrow classical stuff. There
was some Ed Sheeran and Billy Joel too.
There were other grade eights that also performed for the
first time: Abi Dixon-Warren on Trumpet and Hilton Lindhorst
and Greg Miller on Trombones. After a delightful Rough and
Ready Rag on said Trombones, Angela Volschenk returned us
to the calm peace of a Bach Prelude. The concert ended with
a well-modulated and delightful performance of a Mozart
Sonata movement on Piano by the inimitable Emily Morgan.
All in all, a very enjoyable 40 minutes away from the hurly
burly of school life.

Abigail Dixon-Warren

Angela Volschenk

Emily Morgan

Jocelyn Compton

EN AVANT

Tabo Sihele, Pamella Ganca and Leah
Micklewright

DSG Newsletter 							

7 March 2019

Sport
Dear Parents
While most of our girls enjoyed their much-deserved break,
it was still a busy time for some as our netball, hockey and
tennis girls travelled to Port Elizabeth and East London to take
part in various festivals and tournaments.
The 1st Tennis Team were in East London playing in the
Clarendon/Selborne mixed doubles tournament, and the
competition took the shape of singles matches and mixed
doubles. We paired up with St Andrew’s College as we took
on the combinations from Collegiate and Grey, Clarendon and
Selborne, as well as Pearson, Kingswood and Merrifield. We
pushed Collegiate and Grey to the wire and after the singles
matches we had won six matches apiece, however they
edged us out in the mixed doubles and we lost 18-21. We
then went on to beat Pearson 22-16, a reversal of the result
from the match we played against them in PE a few weeks
ago. Clarendon and Selborne however proved too strong
for us, but we bounced back to clean up against Kingswood
and Merrifield. Our combined team of DSG and St Andrew’s
College finished in 3rd place overall, which is our best placed
finish in many years at this event. Special mention must be
made of Olivia Price as she went through unbeaten in her
singles matches.
Netball took a 1st Team squad to the Madibaz Tournament

held at Nelson Mandela University in Port Elizabeth over Half
Term. We entered two teams into the event and between
them, they won seven of the eight matches we played. A
great start to the season for the netballers, and the 1st Team
is now looking forward to the Despatch Festival this weekend
which will get their season officially underway.
The 1st Hockey Team got their season off to a flying start at
the EP Opening Weekend Festival as they played a round of
shortened matches (20 minutes in length), against Framesby,
Alex Road, Collegiate and Pearson. With three wins and a
draw from our four matches, DSG were one of only two of the
17 1st teams playing at the festival to be unbeaten over the
weekend, which bodes well for the season ahead. However,
the 1st Team is facing a tough tour to East London this coming
weekend with games against Collegiate, Hudson Park and
Oranje at the Greg Beling Festival. All games are at Clarendon.
Moving onto swimming where Shaelyn Walker represented
Eastern Cape Aquatics at the South African National Open
Water Championships this past weekend held at Marina Martinique near Jeffrey’s Bay. On Saturday, Shaelyn competed in
the 10km marathon swim, where she finished in 11th position
and cut over 10 minutes off her personal best.
Looking to what lies ahead and it is a busy weekend…
Besides the 1st Hockey Team tour in East London, the 1st
Basketball Team wraps up their season with the East Cape
Basketball Championships, and we go into this event as one
of the favourites in the girls division. Matches are on Friday at
Kingswood, and Saturday at St Andrew’s College.
The 1st and U16A Netball Teams are off to Despatch to play
in the Despatch Sports Festival on Friday and Saturday, while
the U14A Hockey and Netball Teams head off to Alex Road in
Port Elizabeth to take part in their U14 Festival.
We also have athletes in action on Thursday and Friday in Port
Elizabeth, swimmers competing in the Top 8 Gala at Newton
Park in PE on Saturday and horse riders in action here in
Grahamstown.

Julia Basson, Chelsea Lennett, Lauren Van Coller,
Lucy Pringle and Mikayla Eksteen

Hockey and netball trials are currently on the go and although
the first big block of fixtures is still over two weeks away, we
have had to select some teams who are touring this weekend,
ahead of schedule. However, the greater plan is to continue
to assess players through to next weekend before finalising
squads for the first two weekends of the derby day season,
which are against Kingswood on 22/23 March and then
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Collegiate on 6 April. As always, selection is a stressful time
for players and parents alike. I have every belief that selection
across both hockey and netball is done fairly and is a thorough
and open process, however if girls or parents strongly disagree
and if there is an urgent issue to be brought to my attention,
please feel free to make contact with me. Please however
keep in mind that team selection is an emotional time and it
presents an opportunity to build resilience in the individual,
and a promise that hard work, application and commitment
will always be rewarded.
I end this week’s newsletter with a quick report about Josie
Apps who travelled to Namibia last month with the South
African U15 Waterpolo Team to take part in the CANA
Cup. The South African team played three matches against
Zimbabwe winning all of these convincingly and with it they
won the gold medal. A wonderful experience for Josie and
the team.
Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport

Julia Basson

Girls: Lucy Pringle, Olivia Price, Chelsea Lennett,
Lauren Van Coller
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Interhouse Gala

Gala winners with Mrs Michelle Rafferty, mother of swimming captain Toni Rafferty
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