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Newsletter Term 1 #6 | 28 February 2019

Ms Frayne, Julia Basson, Dr Sooliman, Peo Ramokgopa
Dear Parents and Friends of DSG

On Tuesday, DSG was privileged to host Dr Intiaz Sooliman as a speaker. Dr Sooliman’s humanitarian work, spanning
three decades, has been quite phenomenal in its extensiveness. His talk was incredibly inspirational, as he has the
unique ability to tap into the humanity that exists within each of us and motivates us to be better people.
In 1992, as a young man aged 28, at a religious ceremony in Istanbul he was singled out by the spiritual leader and
given the following instruction:
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My son I’m not asking you. I’m instructing you. You will form an organisation: the name will be Gift of the Givers.
You will serve all people of all races, of all religions, of all colours, of all classes, of all political affiliations and of any
geographical location and you will serve them unconditionally. You will not expect anything in return - not even a
thank you. In fact, with the kind of duty that you’re going to do, expect to get kicked in the butt. If you don’t get
kicked regard that as a bonus. Serve the people with kindness, with compassion, with mercy and remember the
dignity of a person is foremost – no matter what condition there is, you always protect the dignity of the person and
when you serve them, serve them with excellence. This is an instruction for you for the rest of your life. Remember
that whatever is done is done through you and not by you. Don’t ever forget that!
Gift of the Givers has responded to crises throughout the world – the war in Bosnia, the tsunamis in Sri Lanka and
Somalia, the earthquake in Haiti, to name just a few. In South Africa he has erected hospitals and clinics, created
agricultural schemes, and provided humanitarian aid and relief to victims of fire, drought and man-made tragedies
such as at Marikina. He is a man of considerable energy and passion which makes his message even more compelling
and inspiring.
There were so many messages to be taken from Dr Sooliman’s address that it would not do him justice to hone in
on just a few, but what I believe came through strongly was that the girls were left with a deep sense of pride at the
capacity and capability of South Africans; they learnt that everything they do should be thoroughly planned and
professionally and collaboratively executed; they learnt that a true servant has no ego but acts with humility and
compassion, seeking to recognise the right to dignity of every fellow human being. Above all, they heard that real
compassion transcends race, culture, religion and class.
Gift of the Givers is literally rescuing Grahamstown from a crisis as a result of the drought. They have supplied
immediate relief through thousands of containers of bottled water and the provision and filling of JoJo tanks at
schools and community centres, and they have brought in an expert who is leading the project of drilling boreholes.
The first four boreholes sunk have proved to be wonderfully lucrative and are already providing valuable water to
various parts of the town. The energy and positivity has turned the morale of our special little town and for that, we
are immeasurably grateful.
Half-term is upon us and I know girls and teachers are
welcoming the rest. Our days are filled with activities
and industriousness; we achieve much and have a lot
of fun doing so, but it is good to step away at times to
reconnect with family and to do some self-reflecting.
I wish our girls and extended family safe travels and
happy times together.
Best among people are those who benefit mankind. Dr Intiaz Sooliman

Warm regards

Shelley Frayne
Headmistress
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Community Engagement

SPCA DSG Community Service
The Grade 8 and 9 Social
last weekend kindly used
dog food as its ticket
requirement. Consequently,
the DSG interact Club
were able to donate a
sizeable amount of dog
food to the Grahamstown
SPCA. The dedicated SPCA
DSG community service
supporters transported and
delivered it to the SPCA.

Revd Sue Paton
SPCA Community Service volunteers led by Kate Proctor

Blood Drive Report
The first blood drive for 2019 was held last Tuesday afternoon
in the D&T Centre. A cheerful atmosphere prevailed in the
packed venue. More than 80 prospective donors volunteered,
many of them for the first time. Despite several volunteers
having to be turned away for medical reasons, 65 units of
blood were collected. Much to the delight of the SANBS staff,
this was 7 more units than their target for the day.
Many thanks to all the blood donors, as well as to the boys
and girls who contributed by buying ribbons for R5 each. The
money raised in this way will be donated to an institution
selected by the SANBS.

Thea Steele
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President’s Award Achievements 2019
Bronze: Sienna Evans, Amantle Ntshole, Felicity Burton, Zanda Nkosiyane, Tarry Whitfield, Chloe Lindsay, Yonelani Tini, Cate
Stretton, Sarah Floquet, Victoria Basson, Kay Ferguson, Isabelle Phillips
Silver: Lucy ter Morshuizen, Chelsea Cordner

Cultural

MASICULE 2019

DSG SAC combined
chapel choirs singing
Bawo
On Sunday and Monday night the Monument Theatre was filled with the joyful singing of over 500 singers from nine different
Grahamstown school choirs and two adult vocal ensembles. It was a veritable musical feast and an incredible smorgasbord
of vocal variety. From the vibrant opening of the ‘surround sound’ Yele Yele Masicule, right through to the rich and vibrant
collaborations with the inimitable South African musical giant, Vusi Mahlasela at the end, it was pure magic.
DSG and St Andrew’s College were well represented by providing 140 singers for the Massed Choir from our Chapel Choirs and
also presenting the soulful and beautiful Bawo with our combined choirs. The piece is a heartfelt plea to God for forgiveness
and it was an excellent example of controlled choral musicianship. The choristers gave up two Sunday afternoons as well as
a Thursday night to rehearse with everybody else, besides the hours of rehearsals on their own. Sincere thanks and warm
congratulations must go to all our young singers and the Head Choristers, Ben Aliker and Babalwa Kleyi.
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Cema Awards For Chapel Choir
The following members of the Chapel Choir have been recognised by the Cultural and Extramural Awards Committee. The
criteria applied are: length of service, skill level, attendance, punctuality, commitment and attitude.
COMMENDED
Lucy Schlebusch
Julia Basson
Christine Ngoie
Amy Thompson
Erin Powers
Megan Barrow
Yoliswa Mdlankomo
Lindsay Ross
Alythea Porter
O’ngame Makubalo
Nande Vena

Pelela Mpotulo
Peo Ramokgopa
Aphiwe Ngqawana
Rickey Beyi
Nosiphiwo Nabo
Amantle Ntshole
Sihle Bhangaza
Philisa Masito
Iviwe Gontshi
Swazi Sibam
Sbonga Nduli
Pamella Ganca

Hannah Eia

Alicia Muzanga

HIGHLY COMMENDED
Liyama Ngcuka
Indipile Ndamase
Philisani Ngoma
Angela Volschenk
Tyla Ajay
Dali Banda
Nthabiseng Koloi
Olivia de Kock
Mbali Booi

HALF COLOURS
Emma Weeber
Leah Micklewright
Melisa Batyi
Oyama Mzayidume
Tlanyi Bomela
Mikayla Eksteen
Mbesi Kukisi
Libo Ngwenya
Ivana Stevens

COLOURS
Vile Diko
Tokologo Lekoma
Qhayiya Dywili
Esetu Nduku
Umtha Sibam
Babalwa Kleyi

Mike Skipper
Director of Music

Back Row: Aphiwe Ngqawana, Nosiphiwo Nabo,
Umtha Sibam, Esetu Nduku, Nande Vena, Qhayiya
Dywili, Peo Ramokgopa; Front Row: Tokologo
Lekoma, Vile Diko, Rickey Beyi, Babalwa Kleyi,
Pelela Mpotulo
Back Row: Ivana Stevens, Mbesi Kukisi, Emma
Weeber; Middle Row: Tlanyi Bomela, Oyama
Mzayidume, Libo Ngwenya, Front: Leah Micklewright
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Pipe Band Tour to Knysna
Earlier this month, the Pipe Band departed for Knysna to compete at the annual Knysna Celtic festival on Saturday 16 February.
The competition consisted of 3 sections, a Street March, a March Selection and a March, Strathspey and Reel. The College
Pipe band, boosted by a couple of experienced OA pipers and Old Girl Drummers, was the only school band to compete at this
event, competing against a number of open bands from Cape Town, PE, Bloemfontein and Knysna.
The Band competed extremely well, with a high level of confidence and enthusiasm in all three sections. As a result, the band
placed 4th in the MSR and 3rd in the March Selection respectively.
To cap off this fun-filled tour, the band was able to support and play for the SAC 2nd water polo team at the Knysna Waterfront
on Sunday morning, which was appreciated and enjoyed by all.
Solo Event Placings
Special congratulations to:
Kevin Campbell 		
			
		

Winning Silver, overall in Novice Solo
competition
With a 1st in the Novice March

Arran Hepburn 		
Winning Silver, overall in U21 Solo
			
Competition
			With a 1st in the U21 Hornpipe and
			
Jig

Pipe Band on the March

Lucy Ter Morshuizen

1st in the Novice Slow March

Asona Dyantyi 		

2nd in the Novice Drumming

Murray Roodt

Pipe Band in Knysna
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Sport
Dear Parents
There was a collective sigh of relief after the interhouse
gala ended last night, from both the staff and the girls.
And not just from the last few days of frenetic competition
of swimming (and dancing and all the work that went into
those preparations), but more from the jam packed 6-week
rollercoaster we have all been on.
The half term break has arrived just in time, but it is probably
best to save the reflection on this first part of term for another
time, as there is much to report on from the past week of
sport. I must however highlight the end of the water polo
season with the last matches for our 1st team, which were
held at the Old Pets Tournament in Johannesburg. All the
feedback from the girls, staff and parents have been focused
on what a great tour it was. The matrics had a fitting send
off and they can be very proud of all they have achieved for
water polo at DSG.
When we return from this short break we are into the winter
sports season, and into trials for both netball and hockey. I
will elaborate on the trial process next week in more detail,
but just to say it is an extensive process and all the girls will
be given plenty of opportunity to showcase their skills and
ability. Even so, once teams are selected, they are not ‘closed’
and there will always be movement of players up and down as

we constantly assess our sportswomen. We also acknowledge
that participants will develop at different speeds and it is a
goal of the sports department to have an environment where
all girls will be given access to quality coaching and facilities. It
is well documented that players who display ability at a young
age have access to opportunities earlier on, often achieving
more than the later developing player. This is an issue across
most sports, so the more we are aware and can discuss the
issue, the better we will become in making sure the late
developer is still given every opportunity to reach their full
potential. We won’t always get this right, but it is a target of
ours that we will continue to strive to meet.
Often the chances for sportswomen to develop and improve
beyond their peers lies outside the normal sports offering at
DSG. Opportunities are made available through those extra
‘in-season’ sessions which we offer, the out-of-season training
opportunities which are open to all, the club practices where
available, and in the academies around town which are
starting to flourish. It is also dependent on girls taking the
initiative and putting in the time to undertake extra sessions
themselves. The simple saying of ‘hard work gets results’, rings
especially true in the sporting environment and I encourage
girls to keep looking for these extra windows to improve
regardless of team selection.
Reports from the past week…
Athletics
DSG had 11 athletes competing at the Sarah Baartman
championship in Port Elizabeth at the Westbourne Oval
track on Friday. This meeting was used to choose athletes
to compete in the major athletics championship of the year,
the East Cape High Schools meeting, which will take place in
March. DSG athletes excelled at the meeting with numerous
medal winners:
Duki Sonuga: 1st - Long Jump Girls U17
Emily McLean: 1st - 1500m and 2nd - 800m Girls U17
Sarah de la Harpe: 2nd - Javelin Girls U17
Jamie Campbell: 1st - 200m, 1st - 400m and 2nd - 100m Girls U15
Erin Lowe: 3rd - 400m Girls U15
Emma Kruse: 1st - 1500m and 1st - 800m Girls U14
Laura Campbell: 1st - 400m and 3rd - 800m Girls U14
Cornelia Rocher: 2nd - High Jump Girls U14

DSG Medal Winners, Back: Sarah de la Harpe, Duki
Sonuga, Corneli Rocher, Front: Emily McLean, Laura
Campbell, Emma Kruse, Jamie Campbell

Swimming
Toni Rafferty and Emma Podesta swam in the SA Grand Prix
gala over the past weekend. This is an Open/Senior gala where
the cream of the crop in South Africa compete. There was
also participation from top swimmers from Denmark, United
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Kingdom, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Zimbabwe. Toni swam in
the 50m freestyle and became the first woman in Eastern
Province history to break 27 seconds for 50m free. In doing
so, she smashed her own record and the EP Women’s Open
record, to post a time of 26.95 in the final. Toni also went on
to post another personal best time in the 50m Fly and set
another Eastern Province record with a time of 28.52. Emma
Podesta posted another SA Youth time in the 100 backstroke
and finished in 10th position overall as second reserve for the
final.
Basketball
The first ever interhouse basketball competition was held last
Friday and was a great success. The atmosphere court side was
electric with matches being played from the early afternoon
until 9 o’clock in the evening. The junior section was won by
Crewe house, with Merriman coming in a close second. It
came down to points difference, with Crewe snatching victory
by a mere four points. It was just as competitive in the senior
matches, with Merriman coming out on top this time and the
Crewe seniors placing second.
Junior results
1st
Crewe
2nd
Merriman
3rd
Knowling
4th
Espin

Emma Podesta and Toni Rafferty

Lauren Van Coller

Senior results
1st
Merriman
2nd
Crewe
3rd
Espin
4th
Knowling
Tennis
The DSG 1st tennis team played in the Independent School
Tennis Tournament here in Grahamstown over the weekend.
Good wins over Springfield and Roedean in the pool matches
meant that we secured 2nd place in our pool, behind a very
strong St Anne’s team, who ultimately won the event. In the
playoffs, we lost to Herschel in a close game to finish in 4th
position. Special mention must be made of Chelsea Lennett,
who went through the weekend unbeaten in her singles
matches for DSG. It is the first time DSG has managed to
achieve a top 4 place in this competition in recent memory,
if not ever, and we congratulate the 1st team on a great
weekend of tennis.
Water Polo
The DSG 1st and U15A water polo teams travelled to
Johannesburg for the Old Pets and Shaun Fuchs Water polo
tournaments this past weekend.
Both the DSG teams were outstanding over the course of
the weekend, playing some excellent polo and displaying

Enya Kemp
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wonderful spirit. Although both teams lost their playoff games
at crucial moments, they took some highly rated opposition
teams to the wire in penalty shootouts, but unfortunately
couldn’t close out the games for the win in regular time.
These losses after extra time meant both teams missed out
on a top 10 finish at the season ending events, but we are
exceptionally proud of their efforts in both these tournaments
and also for all they have achieved over the past six months.
A special mention again to our 1st team matrics, Shaylen
Ackermann, Phoebe Elliott, Josie Hickey, Lucy Martin and Tyla
Rose for all they have committed to polo whilst at DSG. It was
an emotional weekend for them, but they can be very proud
of all they have accomplished.
Interhouse Gala
The DSG interhouse gala took place over three days and it
once again proved to be a massive highlight of the year to
date. The singing, dancing and colour is something to behold,
and the performances in the pool were of an exceptionally
high standard.

U15A Water polo team at Shaun Fuchs

No fewer than four records were broken over the course of the
gala, with Sage Cawse breaking her own 100m breaststroke
record and Toni Rafferty setting new records in the 50m
freestyle, 50m butterfly and 100m butterfly.
The Victrix Ludorum winners were Wendy-Mae Turner,
Courtney Repinz and Toni Rafferty in the U14, U16 and Open
age groups respectively, while Toni won the Victrix of Victrix
Award and Mullins Trophy for most outstanding swimmer
at the gala. Toni also received the Price Trophy for Service
to Swimming. Megan Willemse received the award for
Perseverance in Swimming.
Knowling won the interhouse competition with a large margin
of victory, while Merriman just beat Espin into 2nd place by
3 points, with Crewe another couple of points behind them
in 4th.
Looking ahead to the half term and not everyone is getting a
break. We will have tennis players in East London with the 1st
team joining up with St Andrew’s to play in the Clarendon/
Selborne Mixed Doubles Tournament, and our 1st hockey
and netball squads are off to Port Elizabeth to play in the
EP Hockey Opening Weekend Festival at Collegiate and the
Madibaz Netball Tournament at NMU respectively.

Warm regards

Chris Hibbert
Director of Sport
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THE SECRET TO OUR SUCCESS?
Knowledge, service delivery and our personal touch.
Contact our Grahamstown team for all your property requirements.
Tel +27(0)46 622 2778 | grahamstown@pamgolding.co.za | www.pamgolding.co.za

DSG Old Girls
Grahamstown Gathering
7 March 2019

To all our DSG Old Girls
....it's time to get together!
Your are warmly invited to a social evening of supper and networking.
Venue: Shelley Frayne's Home
(1 Bedford St. Grahamstown)
Time: 18h00
Dress: Casual
Cost:
R150 per head
For more information contact: events@dsgschool.com or visit the DSG Foundation
Office website.
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