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TO THE DSG COMMUNITY

We are out of the blocks for Term 3, in a school
year that has, thus far, been uninterrupted – what
a blessing! Spring has sprung and the Eastern
Cape is breathtakingly beautiful at the moment.
Our campus is also looking stunning, after well timed
rains during winter, and thanks to the excellent work of
our Maintenance Department during the holidays.
Girls and staff returned from their holidays looking
refreshed and keen to make the most of the final two
months of the academic year. In the first assembly I
encouraged girls to take their learnings from last term –
especially from the feedback they received in their halfyear reports – and work out a plan for a strong finish this
term.
Spring is indeed the season of hope. While new life
starts budding all around us, we are filled with a sense
of optimism. I believe that realistic optimism is essential
to help us to lean into the future with hope. Humans are
hard-wired to ‘strive’. When you pay attention to the

human narrative – from our conversations around the
water cooler and braai fires to the messages shared
by key note speakers, authors of best sellers and TED
talkers – the golden thread is, ‘How to improve our quality
of life and make the future better.’
However, the state of the world has caused some of us
to fall prey to the monster of pessimism, which leads
anxiety, hopelessness and fatalism. It is particularly
heartbreaking when young people are overcome by such
a disposition. The human race seems to be in the thick
of a battle to retain its mental health and the truth is that
more and more young people are feeling hopeless about
the future.
So, what is the responsibility of schools in a time such as
this? A message of shallow optimism is not the answer, of
course, but if school is not a place of hope for the future,
then we are in serious trouble. Therefore, excellent 21st
century schools cannot merely be institutions where we
train young people to navigate the ‘system out there’.
Instead, schools should be environments where the
character and competencies of young people are ignited
and developed to go and change that system for the
better. In order to do this, we have to start from a position
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of optimistic realism, which means to help our pupils
understand the challenges and problems faced by our
country, continent and the world but, at the same time,
the opportunity to become the solvers of these problems.
We cannot present our pupils with this prospect if we do
not make an effort to adapt our learning and teaching in
order to align with the future awaiting them.
This is why we have been working intentionally over the
last year on a future-minded 21st century strategy for
DSG. We know that DSG is on the right track with our
holistic learning and living experience that is intentionally
growing the mental, physical, emotional and spiritual
capacities of the girls in our care. We also know that
the boarding experience in our richly diverse school
is equipping girls with much needed people skills that
are not in the ‘syllabus’ but essential for the future. Our
strategic intent is to become more deliberate about
aspects such as authentic leadership development,
expanded academic offerings, practical life skills, social-

emotional wellness, environmental sustainability and
community responsibility, among others.
The thousands of Old Girls who are successfully making
their contributions in remarkable ways bear testimony of
a school that set them on their way to tackle their future
with optimistic realism. Their constructive impact in their
spheres of influence is probably the greatest measure of
the success of DSG. Therefore, we should keep thinking
critically and seeking advice on the course we should
steer, en route to the mid-21st Century.
I am excited about the opportunity that we will have to
share our strategy with parents at Prize-Giving and the
parent’s lunch next month. See you there.
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

Hello

SPRING
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Rev s Reflections
’
By now most people know that I love running for fitness. Before I started running, I watched videos
on running for beginners and studied a bit about it from other sources. When the time came for me to
start running, I tried to put all the theory into practice.
For example, stretching before and after the race; setting a goal for the race; hydrate; starting slow, to mention but
a few. While I am glad to say that I finished the race, I could barely walk for the next few days! My whole body was
painful. But I got better at it with more frequent practice. Yes. That is the crux of the matter – practice.
The value is not in knowing about the before and after stretches, what to drink to stay hydrated, or how to approach
and run a certain race, the value is in practicing running the race. It is only through application that one would get to
appreciate the information that has been acquired.

Our faith is exactly the same, it needs to be put into practice. Paul says in Philippians that
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me — put it into practice”
Philippians 4:9 NIV.
It is in the trying out to pray, to study the Bible, to give, to comfort and love one another, and so on, that we shall
find the value of our faith. While head knowledge is good for us, if not applied, it remains just that.
What is it that you need to take from your mind and put into practice? I would encourage each of us to put our faith
in practice. That is where the value is.
Love & blessings!

Rev Rachel
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HOLIDAY NEWS
SPORT

Athletics
Emma Kruse made the Eastern Province
Cross Country team girls U17.
She will compete and run the 4km race.

Coach Terry Penney has been appointed as the
Eastern Province Woman’s Cross Country Coach.
SA’s Cross Country Championships takes place on
the 17 September in Rustenburg.
Congratulations to both Emma and Coach
Terri-Lynn Penney, as this is the second time that
they have both been selected for the above.

Basketball
VAL FOLWER TOURNAMENT
The DSG 1st basketball team went to
Pietermaritzburg to compete in the Val Fowler
Tournament. This was a massive tournament with
32 teams participating with DSG making the Top
10 schools and coming 9th overall. A big thank
you to Coach Thina Dumalisile and Mr Ferreira for
accompanying the team, and well done to the girls
for fantastic tour!
Please see results below:
GHS 			
32-31 (W)
Lereko 			
25-11 (W)
LIV 			
16 - 25 (L)
Greenside		
St John’s		

32 - 21 (L)
24 - 36 (W)

Epworth School		
Danville High School

38-11 (W)
25-12 (W)
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EASTERN CAPE WINDBREAKERS
Erin Powers and DSG 1st team basketball coach,
Thina Dumalisile were part of the team that brought
home the gold when they won the Eastern Cape
Pre-Season Basketball Tournament held at Rhodes
University, which also served as final trials for the
Eastern Cape Windbreakers franchise team that will
take part in the 2022 Basketball National League,
which takes place later this year.

At the end of the tournament Thina was
named the Most Disciplined Player and Erin
was the Top Point Scorer.

We are so proud of you!

EP Squash
Erin Powers took part in, and won, the girls u19 section of the
Alan Stapleton EP Squash Open Tournament over the weekend of
19-21 August 2022 in Gqeberha.

Squash South Africa has just released the SA Schools
Squash national age group rankings, based on all results as
at the end of the 2022 squash season -

Erin Powers is ranked 10th in South Africa
in the girls U19 age group.
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It is a significant achievement for Erin, in her final year of school squash, to be in the top 10 players in the country.
Her SA Schools Squash Top 10 medal and certificate are en route to her.
Erin then participated in the finals of the Growthpoint SA National Championships on 1-4 September, which was
held on a glass court set up inside the V&A Waterfront in Cape Town, with other winners of the 8 regional qualifying
tournaments.
Erin played 4 matches and won 3 in this high profile event against a high quality field, beating the SA no. 7 ranked
player 3-0 along the way, and ending in a credible 5th position overall in in the u19 girls section.
A wonderful finale to an amazing high school squash journey for Erin.
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Swimming
Khwezi swam in the 8th FINA Junior World
Championships 2022 in Peru against the best
Junior upcoming swimmers in the world.
Khwezi represented not only South Africa, but
DSG and her swimming club PEA with distinction.
Despite having a very short training season behind
her, Khwezi tackled the competition with everything
she had.
The first event Khwezi swam in was the 50m
breaststroke where she was ranked 24th overall
and finished in the 21st place with an
all-time personal best 34.52.
The next event was the 100m breaststroke - Khwezi
lead the first 50m of the event and finished with an
incredible time of 1.19.00 finishing 4th in her heat
and 26th overall.

Netball
Congratulations to the following DSG staff and player who represented Sarah Baartman Senior ladies at
the SPAR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS in Potchefstroom on 7 – 13 August
Head coach: Ms Lucy Twani | Assistant coach: Ms Sanelisiwe Mahlangeni | Player: Erin Powers
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Water Polo
DSG TAKES ON KZN!
The U16A water polo girls played in the Durban
Girls Water Polo Tournament, and had an amazing
time, learned a lot and ended on a high beating
Amamzintoti High School.

So proud of the girls!
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DEBATING REPORT
Kwezi Majavu and Anne Cuthbert participated
in the World Scholars’ Cup 2022 from
27 - 28 August hosted by Merrifield College
in East London.
They took the initiative to prepare their speeches and
join a composite team with other Makhanda scholars to
enable them to participate during the school holidays.
Over the course of two days, they had the opportunity
to showcase their knowledge, communication skills,
creativity, and imagination in debating, collaborative
writing, the scholars’ challenge, and the scholars’ bowl.
The theme of the 2022 season was “A World Renewed”,
with interconnected topics spanning from science and
technology to humanities and the arts.

Their team performed exceptionally well and
has achieved the following prizes:
1st place writing team
4th place champion team overall
2nd place challenge team
Anne: 8 gold medals and 2 silver medals
Kwezi: 14 gold and 1 silver medals
Anne and Kwezi (both in grade 9) competed in the senior division of this tournament and have qualified for the global
round in Cape Town. Congratulations to Anne and Kwezi on this outstanding achievement. We look forward to seeing
you continue to fly the DSG flag high.

EASTERN CAPE PROVINCIAL TRIALS 2022
The DSG senior and junior Rhini Debating League teams have had a phenomenal season filled with countless wins
and immense growth in their speaking and writing skills. Each league in the Eastern Cape has selected a group of
their top debaters to represent them at the Eastern Cape provincial trials for 2022 which will take place in Gqeberha
from the 9 - 11 September. Only a total of 16 students are selected to represent the League and the DSG debating
team has worked diligently to secure their place among the best speakers in the province.
The following girls qualified to represent the Rhini Debating League:
- Siba Matebese
- Almaz Huybrechts
- Kwezi Majavu
- Anne Cuthbert
- Alex Murray
- Estelle Minas
- Tyler Wratten
- Connie Chorley

We would like to congratulate these girls on this incredible achievement and wish them
all the best for the tournament. Well done!
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IMFOLOZI TRIP

During the last 5 days of the August Holidays, we were privileged enough to partake in an Imfolozi
excursion. Each day was spent walking amongst the Big Five. We spent countless hours playing cards
and even frolicked in the Imfolozi river.
Every afternoon was spent under a shady tree, enjoying the tranquillity of nature while indulging in lunch.
One afternoon the tranquillity was briefly disrupted when a rhino ventured past our lunch spot! Once we settled into
our new campsite(s), the games would begin. We spent countless hours playing various card games such as Uno
and Presidents. Our guides were amazing throughout our brief time at Imfolozi and they definitely made the card
games well worth our while.
Night shift was an experience. Each night we had to take turns to let our incredible guides, Mandla and Captain
Robdog, sleep while we took individual night watch duties. We had to ensure that the camp was secure, with a small
fire burning through the night as our only company.
A memory I will never forget was when we decided to stalk a herd of zebra to see how close we could get; however,
nothing could compare to the privileged experience of having 4 elephants walking a mere 200 meters away from us.
On our final night we had, what was known as, the famous “biltong and olive pesto pasta”, topped off by witnessing
Elon Musk’s Starlink satellites blazing past in the night sky. The moment had a bittersweet effect as it was a reminder
that we would shortly be returning to our technology-driven lives. The bush, however, had other ideas. A leopard’s
roar shattered the silence of the night, and we were lucky enough to briefly glimpse its glowing eyes!
This as a truly memorably experience one that none of us will ever forget.
Thank you to my fellow group members and to Mr Flanagan for being our chaperone.
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Cultural
The St Andrew’s College and DSG
Chamber Choir travelled to Cape Town
from 3 – 5 September to participate in
the Final round of the Sing In Harmonie
Choir Competition.
Excitement was in the air as we boarded our flight,
just the fact that the choir had been selected for
the finals was already a great achievement. We
arrived at our accommodation in Bloubergstrand
late on Saturday afternoon, and spent the
evening eating dinner together and bonding as a
group. On Sunday morning we were up early to
go and sing at the St Thomas’s Anglican Church
service in Rondebosch. The choir was warmly
welcomed by Revd Claire Hunter (formerly of
the St Michael and St George Cathedral along
with her husband Andrew here in Makhanda)
and the rest of the clergy, and the contributions
to the service as well as the concert the choir
gave at the tea afterwards were exceptionally
well received.
A number of DSG Old Girls, Old Andrean’s,
ex parents and ex teachers came along to the
service to support us. Besides a short trip to the
V&A Waterfront, the rest of the day was spent
rehearsing and preparing for the competition
taking place that evening at Curro Sanddown
School in Bloubergstrand. The many hours of
rehearsing and travelling were all worth it by the
end of the evening, with the announcement that
the choir won the prize for best non-Afrikaans
song and was placed 2nd overall! However, our
work was not yet over, and after arriving back
at our hotel at 23h00 on Sunday evening, we
were up again at 05h00 in freezing cold, howling
wind in order to miss the traffic and make it on
time for our performance at Bishops College in
Rondebosch. Once again, the early morning
was worth it, as we were warmly welcomed and
the Bishops pupils and staff gave us a rousing
applause after our performance of two sacred
songs during their Monday morning Chapel
service.
Congratulations to Mr Kepadisa and the Chamber
Choir on a wonderful, successful weekend!
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HonoursCitation

: MUSIC

HLUMA XAKO
Hluma joined DSG in her Grade 10 year. At the time, she
was only playing the piano at a Trinity College Grade 4
level. Just two and a half years later and she has achieved a
Distinction for her Grade 8 Trinity College of London Piano
examination.
This is an outstanding achievement and is testimony of Hluma’s
hard work, determination and abundance of talent. A Grade 8 Trinity
Diploma is the highest level one can reach before going on to qualify
as a teacher or performer.
Hluma’s second instrument is cello, and in a short space of time
she has progressed from being a beginner to playing at a Grade 4
level. She is an integral member of the cello section in the String
Orchestra.
During her three years at DSG, Hluma has contributed greatly
and in many ways to the musical life of the school, and she has
truly made a huge impact. She has been a member of three
ensembles, namely the String Orchestra, Wind Orchestra and
Jazz Ensemble. Her dedication to these groups have resulted in
her attending rehearsals in the Music School every evening from
17h30 until 20h00 from Monday to Thursday. Hluma has never
missed a rehearsal.
Hluma has performed and participated as a soloist in many
Senior Open Concerts, Open Mic events and at the Taize chapel
services. Earlier this year she was invited to provide background
music at the Cock House.
During the first term of this year, Hluma initiated, organised and ran the first ever Sunset Concert, which was a great
success and thanks to Hluma, it will now become a regular event on the calendar.
Not only is Hluma an exceptional classical pianist, but she also shows much promise as a jazz pianist. This is quite
unusual for somebody who is still only at school level. She took part in the National Youth Jazz Festival during June
this year where her skill as keyboard player was highly valued by the renowned Jazz musician Terrence Scarr, who
conducted the Festival band that Hluma was a member of.

It is with a great amount of pride that the Music School awards Hluma Xako Honours for Music.
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InterhouseArt

WINNING
ARTWORKS

Interhouse Art 2022 was a huge sucess. The standard of entries was superior to previous years and a
wide range of girls from all different grades entered work.
It was also the first time that the Visual Arts Department hung the exhibition in the gallery classroom space, and held
a formal exhibition opening for all participating artists and invited guests, which was enjoyed by all who attended.
The Visual Arts Department would like to congratulate all the girls who entered. The following girls are received a
certificate to acknowledge that their artwork was selected as the best artwork for their respective Houses.

MERRIMAN HOUSE

3

4

Fourth Place

Third Place

KNOWLING HOUSE

CREWE HOUSE

Best Artwork for Interhouse Art 2022

Best Artwork for Interhouse Art 2022

ESPIN HOUSE

2

Second Place

Best Artwork for Interhouse Art 2022

1

First Place

Best Artwork for Interhouse Art 2022

Espin House: Somila Dyakala

Knowling House: Shaylynne Kivitts

Merriman House: Kay Ferguson

Crewe House: Sofia Goedhart

E N A VA N T

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! | 9 SEPTEMBER 2022

JOIN THE
CLUB
skill
w
e
n
a
g
in
n
r
a
e
l
of

The joy

E N A VA N T

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! | 9 SEPTEMBER 2022

E N A VA N T

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! | 9 SEPTEMBER 2022

Environmental Club
The Environmental Portfolio has been on a mission to collect masks from
the DSG pupils and beyond. The initiative is to support GoDiva.
“Women’s empowerment programme, GoDiva is upcycling cloth masks,
by transforming them into sanitary pads which are being donated to the underprivileged.”
READ ALL ABOUT IT HERE
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Casual Day
Friday was
National Casual Day.
This is an annual fundraising event for
organisations working with disabled
people. Funds raised in Makhanda will
go to the Grahamstown Association
for the Physically Disabled.
Girls celebrated and made a difference
by having “casual shoe day” on Friday
to support the initiative.
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This Saturday, we held the Inaugural Spring Rush Fun Run hosted by our family of schools at The Mill
Cricket Grounds in Bedford. The trail was challenging but SO worth it; a beautiful setting with good
vibes, great food, drinks and entertainment.
The event was held to raise funds for a great cause, LIV Lukhanyiso Grahamstown, whilst connecting with and
celebrating our extended Bedford and the surrounding community of alumni, current parents, prospective parents,
and supporters!
We are so grateful to all our sponsors for their generosity which made our prize-giving incredibly exciting!
Thank you to Kwandwe Private Game Reserve; Amakhala Game Reserve; GBS Mutual Bank; Birch’s Grahamstown;
Friesland Milk Bar; Major Fraser’s; The Barista; Carara Cherry Peppers; The Crazy Store Grahamstown; Pick n Pay
Grahamstown Family; Montague Snacks; Oasis Water; The Highlander; Stowe & So; Tori Stowe; Sunnyside Nursery
and Cold Springs Lodge. Special thanks to the local farmers who kept us hydrated with oranges and supplied us with
a bin of naartjies at the finish line, much to every boarder’s delight!
We would also like to thank our wonderfully warm and welcoming hosts, the Ainslies - Lochart, Shirley, Hugh and
Marcelle. What an incredible venue for a trail run/walk.
Well done to the interact girls who stepped in to marshal, do some cheerleading and entertain the little ones providing
a fun morning for all involved. Thank you to Asikelewe Vena and Esihle Poti for volunteering with some Photography.

We look forward to seeing you at the MCC another glorious Spring Rush in 2023!

View the vibe here
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The interact girls
loved helping out at
Spring Rush.
They did the marshalling,
and played games with
kids, which included
face painting and
loads of fun!
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DATES TO DIARISE
Come and join the DSG Old Girls

for an evening of fun,
festivities and DSG “gees”

following our Golf Day

on Friday 16 September 2022
Parkview Golf Club ∙ 18:00
Dinner is R120 per person,
and a cash bar will be available.
We would appreciate your support at this happy gathering
where we raise funds for the DSG Guild Bursary fund.

Please confirm your attendance for catering purposes.
WhatsApp 082 447 1070 or email dsg.gauteng@gmail.com

NO GOLFING SKILLS REQUIRED!
E N A VA N T
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Balloon Week

29 SEPTEMBER 4 OCTOBER 2022

THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
Prefect Induction Service 07h30 (Venue: Lilla Strong Hall)

DSG House Suppers for DSG Matrics at 19h00 (Venue: Boarding Houses)

FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER (CLOSED WEEKEND)
Matric Breakfast with College 09h00 (Venue: Lowlander, St Andrew’s College)
Matric Signing Out Ceremony 12h00 - 13h00 (Venue: DSG Chapel)

Interhouse Athletics (Relays) 14h30 - 17h00 (Venue: TBC) All parents welcome

Sports Awards 17h30 for 18h00 (Venue: Marquee - Fountain) By invitation only

SATURDAY 1 OCTOBER
Parent - Teacher meetings 08h00 - 11h00
(In person at St Andrew’s College - Venues: Centenary Hall and Drill Hall)
DSG Parents’ Lunch 12h00 - 15h30 (Venue: The Fountain) All parents welcome
Tickets available to purchase here
Matric Valedictory Service 17h00 (Venue: Chapel) DSG Matrics and their parents invited

DSG Guild Dinner 18h30 (Venue: Nonie Mullins Dining Hall) DSG Matrics and their parents invited

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER
Confirmation for DSG candidates 09h00 (Venue: Chapel) Parents of candidates invited
Music Rehearsal 12h00 - 14h00 (Venue: 1820 Settler’s Monument)
Prize-Giving Rehearsal 14h00 (Venue: 1820 Settler’s Monument)

Art + Design Exhibition 16h00
(Venue: Cornish Visual Arts Centre and Arthur Cotton Design Centre, St Andrew’s College)
All parents welcome
Matric Final Speakers Dinner 19h00 - 22h00 (Venue: Graham Hotel) Matric parents invited

MONDAY 3 OCTOBER
Prize-Giving 09h00 for the whole school, staff and parents (Venue: 1820 Settler’s Monument)
Retreat at 17h00 (Venue: Lower, St Andrew’s College) All parents welcome

TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER
Interhouse Athletics (Individual Events) 08h00 (Venue: TBC) - All parents welcome
Half-term begins 13h00
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PAT CHATS
The parent-teacher meetings

will be held in person at St Andrews College
Saturday 1 October from 8:00 - 11:00.
11:00
Appointments can be made at:

https://sacdsgprep.meettheteacher.com/
Online bookings will open at 08:00 on Monday 19 September
and close at 18:00 on Wednesday 28 September.
An email will be sent out with instructions on
how to book meetings on the portal.
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TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS
WITH REGARD TO TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE UPCOMING HALF TERM, PLEASE NOTE
THE DETAILS BELOW:
The deadline for Half-term travel day requests (4th - 10th October 2022)
is the 20th of September 2022.
Please send through all travel requests by the end of day
on the 20th of September 2022.
DSG JUNIOR SCHOOL:
Pupils may depart on half term after 15h00 on Friday 30 September
or travel on Saturday 01 October.
DSG SENIOR SCHOOL:
Pupils may depart on half term from 12h30 on Tuesday 4 October
Should your child be flying, please allow for 3.5 hours
for travel and flight check-in.
ALL SCHOOLS:
Return from half term is Monday 10 October
Pupils must return before 18h00.
Please note that any travel outside of these times will require written permission
from the Interim Headmaster.
Please contact the Travel Office should you have any queries or require assistance
with your travel arrangements.
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THIS WAY TO THE

Weekend
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