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TO THE DSG COMMUNITY

Although I have witnessed this truth throughout my life, I
experienced it firsthand again over the past week when
I departed on an exhausting but inspiring adventure with
three colleagues who returned with me as three friends.

prospective parents and others who are interested in
the schooling we offer. My colleagues and I thoroughly
enjoyed the hospitality of the parents and people of this
region and learning about their lives and work. We were
also blown away by the people on the streets of these
cities who welcomed us with open arms. A highlight for
us was eating lunch, prepared on the spot in informal
stalls on a street corner in Lilongwe on one day, and on
the shore of Lake Victoria in Kampala on another. The
four of us were exhausted by the hectic travel schedule
(mostly flying to the next city at night) but we had loads
of fun too. But, I am not allowed to tell you all about that
– what goes on tour stays on tour, remember!

I am typing this letter onboard flight ET20 from Lilongwe,
Malawi, back to South Africa, after a very interesting
and rewarding week in East Africa. I travelled with the
Prep Head, Mr Jakes Fredericks, College Deputy Head,
Mr Moeketsi Motsepe and Marketing Manager, Ms
Cherie Wille. We were on a whirlwind round-robin trip
over five days in which we hopped from Gqeberha to
Johannesburg to Kampala to Nairobi to Dar Es Salaam
to Lilongwe to Johannesburg and finally back home! En
route we met up with many of our current over-border
parents from Uganda, Tanzania and Malawi, as well as

Throughout the week of country hopping, I experienced
such pleasure and pride in being an African citizen
and came away with a renewed conviction of the
opportunities and potential locked up in this continent.
Like me, more than 90% of DSG pupils are African
citizens and twenty percent of these are over-borders
with an African perspective that is broader than South
Africa because they live in one of the many other African
countries represented at our schools. Part of the magic
of the DSG/SAC experience is the cross-pollination of
different (African) backgrounds among our pupils and we

In his landmark book, ‘Outliers’, Malcolm
Gladwell mentions that the strongest factor on
which people build friendships is not shared
world views, political opinions, or even moral
values, but shared experiences.
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should not underestimate the powerful educational value
of this fact.
As we drove through the streets of Kampala, Dar Es
Salaam and Lilongwe, and spoke to the people, we
concluded that our schools should keep on striving to
be world class learning institutions with a consciousness
of our own continent. We should educate with more
deliberateness to develop 21st Century innovators who
can become solvers of African problems. At the same
time we have a great deal to learn from the people who
live elsewhere on our wonderful continent.
Our week away was productive, enriching and rewarding.
We are grateful for the connections we made with many
existing, prospective and potential DSG/SAC families

who expressed an appreciation for the high quality holistic
and values-driven schooling that we offer in institutions
that are community-minded and future-focused while
steeped in tradition.
It was a pleasure to visit the Pearl of Africa (Uganda), the
Pride of Africa (Tanzania and Kenya) and the Heart of
Africa (Malawi), and we all agreed that we will be back,
only, next time for a much longer stay!
Twende!

Jannie de Villiers

Rev’s Reflections
One of my hobbies is running. Yes, you read that right – running! In fact, let me correct myself, it is jogging. So, I
signed up for The Park Run and I really love it. The camaraderie that goes with it is a great tonic for the start of a
weekend. We run with all types of people. The old and young, and in between; male and females; fit and unfit; fast
and not so fast! It is a mixed bag of all sorts of people.
What has really made me love this hobby is the fact that it allows me to meditate on God’s Word. When I feel
exhausted, verses like “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31. And when I pass through the bushy areas
I am reminded of Psalm 91: 3, 5-6 “Surely he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.
You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor
the plague that destroys at midday” and then I am comforted.
Two weeks ago, I ran a milestone when I completed my 50th Park run! I was looking forward to this goal post and the
cheers that I received at the end of the race made me feel so good. Park runs are special in that it does not matter
what pace you run it at. It is your race. You pace yourself according to your abilities. There is usually that self-will to
improve on your time but you are not pressurised by anybody.
So, it is with our girls. Run your race during these exams. While other girls are there to encourage you along the
way, you should pace yourself according to your abilities. Schooling has similarities with running a race. There is a
syllabus to follow, educators to teach the pupils and exams to look towards as the finishing line. The senior girls are
now in the middle of exams and the junior ones will be following suit soon.
I would like to leave our girls with the words that were used to encourage the Hebrews.
The author used the example of an athlete saying: “Let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”
Hebrews 12: 1b – 2a

May each of you ‘run the exam race’ with perseverance. Fix your eyes on
Jesus. He will be with you throughout this time.
Love & blessings!

Rev Rachel
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Chamber Music Festival
FOOD TECHNOLOGY – MUG CAKES

INTERNATIONAL
STELLENBOSCH CHAMBER
MUSIC FESTIVAL
Cornelia Rocher and Ben Terry
attended this word-class event from
1-10 July in Stellenbosch. Here is
Cornelia’s reflection about her time
spent in Stellenbosch
Shortly after I arrived we received our
daily schedules. My eyes widened when
I saw that we had a three-hour orchestra
rehearsal each day, as well as three hours
of either coaching, chamber music or
practising during the afternoons! My fingers
had a hard time adapting to the significantly
increased amount of playing each day!
I have made the most amazing friends
and had the privilege of watching world
class performances every evening from
musicians all over the world. I came back
from the Festival feeling that my passion for
music has been re-ignited and with an urge
to share it with others.

Cornelia Rocher
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Art Exhibition

INTERHOUSE

THURSDAY 7 JULY 2022
As you can see, we had a wonderful turnout and by all accounts this is indeed a showstopper
well worth sharing.
I would like to encourage staff, parents and pupils alike to take a look at the wonderful artwork that is on display.
There are over 200 works to feast your eyes upon!
Could I kindly ask that you spread the news and images as you feel fit? You are also welcome to come in and take
photographs of your own if you wish to do so too!
With much appreciation and thanks.

Chanelle
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Behind the scenes
A RT IN THE M A K ING
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Crewe Art
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Espin Art
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Knowling Art
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Merriman Art
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Open Concert
SENIOR
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Moana

After months of rehearsals the Disney show
MOANA finally went live in East London
this week.
Opening performance was last night (Tues 19th)
and due to popular demand, an extra 2 performances
have been scheduled for Saturday 23rd
Jamie Marx, Grade 10, DSG is in one of
the lead roles.
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Afrikaans Bekgeveg
(PUBLIC SPEAKING) JUNIOR

The annual Afrikaans public speaking event, Bekgeveg, saw many brilliant speakers take the podium.
The junior event saw a record number of speakers fighting it out for the prestigious title. In the end, it was Cassidy
Winter that came out victorious with a brilliant speech that impressed the judges. Well done to all the participants.
Thank you to the Highlander, the judges Ms. Smit and Mr. Motsepe, and to all who came to support this event.

Mr. Dolf

Bekgeveg Participants

The judges deliberating

Ms. Smit congratulating Cassidy Winter
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GRADE 8 DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
BRIDGE PROJECT
Using limited
materials and strict
specifications, the girls
had to build a bridge
structure that spans
1.4m and could hold
as large a mass as
possible.

The winning pair
was Okuye Funani
and Catherine
Bowker with a
mass of 38.24kg.
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Club

The DSG Environmental Portfolio organized a litter pickup in the Makhanda area on June 5 in honour
of Environmental Day.
The goal is to attempt to repair and clean public places. The DSG students participated in a debate regarding where
plastic and other rubbish are taken after they are collected and whether picking up litter has any positive effects.
Some of these challenging questions can be answered by considering infrastructure and the accessibility of good
recycling practices. The Environmental Portfolio is on a quest to unravel these key issues and discover more about
how to preserve and understand the environment.
We appreciate Mr Euvrard and Ms Gowar’s assistance in escorting the pupils and facilitating a conversation about
protecting the environment.

“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it.”
– Robert Swan, Author

E N A VA N T

2 WEEKS TO GO! | 22 JULY 2022

Madiba Day

FOOD TECHNOLOGY – MUG CAKES

The Nelson Mandela Day 67 Minutes
campaign encourages people all over
the country to engage in any form of
community engagement for 67 minutes
for that day.
Twelve girls, including myself, decided to go
to Mckaisers Old Age Home located on the
outskirts of the Sarah Baartman district of
Makhanda to celebrate Mandela Day.
We gathered scarves, food and other
resources that the home was struggling to get.
The experience was very emotional and it
moved me. It made me realize the importance
of gratitude and kindness. It also made me
appreciate how much God has blessed me
and to never take all His blessings for granted.
It broke my heart to see what conditions the
elderly were living in. It’s not fair that others
are struggling to make ends meet. Visiting
the home made me realize the importance
of engaging with the community and helping
wherever we can. Kindness goes a long way,
even a speck of it is never wasted.

Thandolwethu France
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We’re excited to announce that parents of our school have exclusive
access to Elevate Education’s Parent Webinar Series this year.
Elevate works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study
skills, motivation, wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar
series, you will learn how to better support your children at home through
reinforcing the skills they learn at school:

Thursday 28 July: 6:00pm - 7:00pm
Ask Elevate Anything
Here’s what Elevate will be covering on the night:
•

The most commonly asked questions from parents regarding study
and how you can support your children at home;
• Any question you submit when you sign up!
SIGN UP FOR THE EVENT HERE

We look forward to seeing you there!
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MAKE A
DIFFERENCE THIS

Week
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