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Wow! What a magnificent K-Day week we
enjoyed! It was my first experience of this
long-standing tradition and it exceeded my
expectations in so many ways.
Thank you to all DSG girls, cheerleaders, coaches,
teachers, sports office staff, management staff, support
staff (which included the maintenance, catering, security,
grounds and administrative staff, umpires, referees,
adjudicators, vendors, tuck shop staff, and friends of the
school. This was a team effort that was so well done that
it seemed easy on the day, but took a huge amount of
planning, preparation and effort beyond the call of duty.
I have been blessed with more than 25 years of
independent school experience thus far in my career.
I have enjoyed countless derbies and annual school
clashes in a couple of schools over these years but K-Day
was profoundly different to anything I have seen before.
I reflected on this to try and single out those aspects of
the K-Day event that differentiated it for me.

The scale of the event, sense of community and beautiful
traditions that are entrenched in K-Day made a huge
impression on me and filled me with deep gratitude
for the honour of being part of our community. It was
a wonderful pleasure to walk around and enjoy literally
hundreds of ‘micro-connections’ with parents, Old Girls,
staff members, pupils, and friends of the school. Although
most of these brief chats were just a two-minute greeting
and sharing of a thought, observation or a laugh, it was
deeply affirming to experience such goodwill and support
from everybody.

One of the highlights to me was ‘The Spell’.
It was poetry in motion! One cannot watch
such a performance and not burst with pride.
I sat there thinking, ‘How did I get so lucky to become
the Head of the best school in the world?!’ At a deeper
level, The Spell is so good for our girls because it
requires extraordinary teamwork and perseverance from
the girls. It is also a powerful experience for the girls to
be involved in a concerted effort where the collective is
more important than the individual.
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In the 21st Century, the mainstream narrative is strongly
focussed on individuality and the rights of the single
person. This is good, but it is extremely important that
we also have meaningful experiences where we are not
the centre of the universe but maybe only the bottomright corner of the G in DSG! And, although this might
be a tiny part to play, the picture will just not be perfect
without that pixel. It frames the essence of DSG culture
and should be treasured with deliberateness.
Thank you to every member of our school community
for your participation, enthusiasm and loyal support that
was tangible during K-Day. Each player, spectator, staff
member, parent, alumna and friend became a stitch in an
unforgettable tapestry that was the spell called K-DAY.
Wishing you a blessed, restful and safe half-term break…
without a face mask!
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers

Thank you
to the Media and
Marketing Portfolio Team
for their outstanding
contribution in
showcasing the magic
of K-DAY.

Head of School

THE SPELL
The Spell quite simply is a human billboard. The outstanding choreography comes together through an investment
of time, effort and concentration from the dedicated cheerleaders and girls. The Spell is a great example of
pride and unity, as the girls come together in perfect sync to spell out words of encouragement, DSG and even
sometimes daring to create an animation, which is nothing short of a work of art.
Put this in your diary; it is not to be missed!

Click here to watch
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REV’S

Reflections

I usually find that just before a holiday, or halfterm, I have a long list of things I would like to
do with my family and for myself. Things like
having sleep-in mornings, doing fun things with
the children, reading that book, or trying out that
recipe.
However, when that holiday starts, I find that each day
comes with stuff that are sometimes far from those
on my list. I hardly spend a day without interruptions.
Some of these interruptions appear small but they take
up time. Things like replying to that email, or making
a phone call which might end up requiring some other
errand to make. Other things are bigger like finishing
off some school work, family issues to attend to, a
funeral and the like. These things can easily take up
the precious time I would have planned to spend with
my loved ones. Holidays have a tendency of passing
by quite quickly! Before you know it, its back to school
time! And so, the year comes and goes while the
children keep growing and missing out on those special
moments for bonding.
Lately, I have made a pact with myself to be intentional
and to be present. To be intentional in creating a culture
that respects time for those family moments during
holidays; to be present during the activity and to block
off things that may want to take my attention away
from what is at hand. I also strive to stick to a plan as
much as possible, making the most of each day. I have
learned to let my children prompt me when I seem to be
drifting away into other activities not on the daily plan,
and that they do very well.

An activity that should always be included on the list is
having family devotion time. This can be as short as 10
minutes or longer if time allows. When we pray together,
we experience God’s presence together.

Matthew 18:20 (NLT) reminds us:
“For where two or three gather together
as my followers, I am there among them.”
And Ephesians 3:12 (NLT)
“Because of Christ and our faith in him,
we can now come boldly and confidently
into God’s presence.”
Pray in the car while on a journey somewhere and thank
God for safety on your return; pray at meal time, in the
morning or at night, pray anytime, anyplace. It’s a great
family activity.
And so, my friends, I do not know what your family has
planned for this Half-Term, but my prayer is that you may
all enjoy the break together.

Rest well and have fun.
Love & blessings!

Rev Rachel
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Sports Report
K-DAY 2022
DSG hosted Kingswood for the annual K-Day. After two years of being
unable to participate in this event, it included more than just sport but
music and debating as well as combined staff functions.
We kicked off with squash on Monday, netball was played on Friday afternoon and the hockey
was on Saturday morning, from U7 to U18 with just under 60 matches that took place across
the three codes. As could be expected in a derby of this size, there was a mixed bag of results:
in some games, one team dominated, while in others, spectators were kept on the edge of their
seats until the final whistle. Without a doubt, the winner on the day was the camaraderie, the
sportsmanship shown, and the fun had by all involved.
Without doubt, K-Day 2022 lived up to its reputation of being a highlight of the calendar.
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SQUASH
The DSG 1st team squash had a great start
to K-Day on Monday the 13th of June 2022.
The top 6 players from DSG and KC competed
against each other in competitive games.
The atmosphere in the courts was a mixture of
jubilance, excitement, and high spirits. The shared
joy was expressed amongst the players, spectators,
and coaching staff. The team played exceptionally
well and showed dominance from the start until
the end.
A highlight of the day was seeing both our junior and
senior teams managing to beat Kingswood College
ending with the same results. DSG u13A and
1st team won 6-0 (18-1 points).
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NETBALL
“K Day was an outstanding
experience for the u16A team.
They brought their best performance
forward. We cemented our skill as
we played and beat Kingswood for
the third time this season. The girls
had extra confidence and played an
excellent game!”
Sanelisiwe Mahlangeni
U16A Coach

Going into the much-anticipated 1st team netball
game, played in front of a huge crowd of spectators,
DSG were the favorites, having recorded a narrow
victory over Kingswood earlier in the year. Both teams
showed character and entertained the spectators with
a heated netball match, with Kingswood dominating
the last quarter and winning 26-19.

A big congratulations to all our netball teams
for outstanding K-Day results, you are all
champs!!!

14A
14B
14C
14D
14E

won
won
won
won
lost

15-13
22-07
16-2
11-1
7-4

16A
16B
16C
16D
16E

won
won
won
won
lost

31-13
30-4
22-4
27-1
14-12

15A
15B
15C
15D
15E

won
won
won
won
won

19-8
30-4
18-6
9-8
6-4

4ths
3rds
2nds

won
drew
won

21-8
11-11
16-15
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Juni
o
r
NETBALL
NETBALL SCOREBOARD
U10A DSG vs U10A KC

WON 6 - 3

U10B DSG vs U10B KC

WON 10 - 1

U10C DSG vs U10A KC

LOST 13 - 0

U11A DSG vs U11A KC

LOST 10 - 1

U11B DSG vs U11B KC

WON 5 - 2

U12A DSG vs U12A KC

DREW 8 - 8

U12B DSG vs U12B KC

LOST 6 - 0

U13A DSG vs U13A KC

WON 10 - 7

U13B DSG vs U13B KC

DREW 2 - 2

U13C DSG vs U12C KC

WON 10 - 1

U13D DSG vs U12D KC

LOST 2 - 0
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HOCKEY
A 7:15 start with the u10s on Saturday morning created a buzz in the air.
The matches were all well contested across the age groups.
When the final match of the day got underway, the thousands of spectators were engaged in a hockey match
that was definitely enjoyed by all. DSG edged their chances in the first half but could not break through a resolute
Kingswood defence, and it was only in the last two minutes of the first quarter that Kingswood scored from a short
corner against the run of play to give Kingswood a lead going into the break. In the second quarter DSG continued
to pile up the pressure until Wendy-Mae Turner opened DSG’s account with a cracker goal. Few minutes later she
put DSG in the lead with a goal that the goalkeeper was not expecting and created a finesse finish. DSG continued
playing attractive hockey, creating many opportunities, hitting the cross bar and the keeper making numerous saves.
DSG extended the lead into the third quarter with a perfect set piece which was executed by Josie Apps. Unfortunately,
they could not use their dominance in ball possession and territory in the fourth quarter and ended up winning the
game 3-1. With the girls and the crowd in high spirits it was definitely a fitting conclusion to a wonderful week of sport
and collegiality between the two schools.

14A won 3-0
14B won 3-0
14C lost 0-3

16A lost 0-1
16B won 1-0
16C won 4-0
16D won 5-0
16E won 3-0

4ths won 6-3
3rds won 6-0
2nds won 5-0
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Grade 8 Foxy Dance

The Foxy, also known as the Grade 8 Dance, is showcased just before the 1st team hockey clash between Kingswood
and DSG on KDAY. Energy, time and effort are put into preparing for this rite of passage, a tradition reciprocated
by their Grade 8 counterparts from across the valley. Parents and girls watch with much anticipation and excitement.
The rest of the school cheers from the sidelines as the KDay newbies turn the astro into a dancefloor and show off
their impressive dance moves!
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OlHOCKEY
d Girls
The Old girls played against the Old Kingswoodians,
the game was a fun chilled experience. The Old girls
reminiscent of their times on the astro in their green
skorts and hockey sticks.
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Juni
o
r
HOCKEY
HOCKEY SCOREBOARD
U10A DSG vs U10A KC

WON 4 - 1

U10B DSG vs U10B KC

DREW 2 - 2

U10C DSG vs U9B KC

WON 3 - 0

U11A DSG vs U11A KC

DREW 1 - 1

U13A DSG vs U13A KC

WON 3 - 0

U13B DSG vs U13B KC

DREW 1 - 1

U13C DSG vs U13C KC

DREW 0 - 0

U13C DSG vs U11B KC

WON 5 - 0
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Music Concert
The K Day Music Concert held on Thursday 16 June was a wonderful celebration of music and it was
indeed a privilege to host Kingswood College in our Centenary Hall.
Kingswood featured their Concert Band, String Ensembles, Clarinet Ensemble and Saxonettes, and we were proud to
present our combined DSG/St Andrew’s College Wind Orchestra, String Orchestra, Chamber Choir, Jazz Ensemble
and Contemporary Band, and the DSG Marimba Band. The evening culminated with mass orchestra items, first by
the Kingswood/DSG/SAC String Orchestras, and ending the evening off with the combined Kingswood/DSG/SAC
Wind Orchestras performing ‘This Is Me’ from The Greatest Showman, which brought a standing ovation from the
audience! Well done to all of our musicians and thank you for playing and singing your hearts out!
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DEBATING REPORT
The DSG debaters have had a phenomenal debating season. Emerging from their success in the local
Rhini Debating League, the DSG debaters have spent countless hours preparing for their very first
K-Day debates since the Covid-19 pandemic began.
The theme for this year’s debates was in line with the celebration of Pride Month at DSG, Kingswood College and
St Andrews College. Our generous hosts, St Andrews College, curated some thought-provoking motions to start
some very important conversations about the experience of queer people in society as well as how we can create
a more inclusive world.
IN THE JUNIOR DIVISION, WE DEBATED THE MOTION:
THS queerbaiting in film and media.
St Andrew’s College 1 vs Kingswood College 1
DSG 1 vs DSG 3
Kingswood College 2 vs DSG 2
All these debates were taken by the opposition sides
Kingswood College 1 winning against St Andrews College,
DSG 3 won against DSG 1
And DSG 2 took the debate against Kingswood College 2.
IN THE SENIOR DIVISION, WE DEBATED THE MOTION:
THR the queer movement’s primary form of collectivisation transitioning from
riots/protests into pride celebrations/parades.
St Andrew’s College 1 vs Kingswood College 1
DSG 1 vs St Andrew’s College 2
Kingswood College 2 vs DSG 2
Kingswood College 1 won against St Andrews College 1, on the opposition side.
DSG 1 won in proposition against St Andrews College 2
And DSG 2 won against Kingswood College 2.
The following students participated in the debates:
JUNIOR TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Sophie Adolph
Mihle Matolengwe
Okuye Funani
Katlego Mphahlele
Almaz Huybrechts
Lisakhanya Mjali
Tumelo Matona
Tshepiso Seakamela
Thatohatsi Tshwale

SENIOR TEAM REPRESENTATIVES:
Estelle Minas
Tyler Wratten
CJ Chorley
Siba Matebese
Alex Murray
Eve Daniels

Congratulations

to our brilliant debaters who won every debate that they participated in
and shared interesting, progressive ideas.
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Smile,
IT’S
HALF-TERM
# No mask required
E N A VA N T

