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COMPASSION, KINDNESS,
EMPATHY AND RESPECT.

TO THE DSG COMMUNITY

Today, I would like to share my observations and
perspective on DSG’s Pride month programme.
The theme of our programme is ‘respect and
compassion’, which are core values that we live
by, derived from our Christian ethos.
The programme seeks to educate and offer various
opportunities for each person to engage in their own
way. There is the freedom to choose how or whether
to participate. Different opions are tolerated as long
as these are expressed respectfully. The maturity with
which girls are holding conversations and showing their
support is heartwarming and gives me hope.
Unfortunately, the inclusive atmosphere I sensed
on the DSG campus this week is not what the world
looks like beyond our campus. Instead, individuals and
groups considered to be ‘different’ or ‘other’ keep being
marginalized, rejected and even attacked. They are
denied the right to show up as themselves and are left
with three options – pretend, hide or leave!

The tendency to discriminate is so prevalent in society
that the Constitution of South Africa holds up the
alternative in its preamble:

“We, the people of South Africa…
believe that South Africa belongs
to all who live in it, united in our
diversity.”
DSG participates in Pride month to promote awareness
of the painful reality of rejection that LGBTQI+ individuals
and groups experience, across the world, based on their
gender or sexual orientation. Pride Month is marked
on campus by a rainbow banner on Carnac block,
representing the Pride flag.
In 1978, the first pride flag was designed by a gay artist
and civil rights activist, Gilbert Baker, against the anti-gay
community flag, which had pink triangles used by Nazis
to identify gay people. The first flag was handmade with
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hand-dye using a combination of eight vibrant shades –
pink, orange, yellow, green, turquoise, blue and purple.
The rainbow inspired all these shades to represent the
variety among the people in the community. Later, the
flag changed into a six-coloured flag as the official symbol
for gay pride. Here’s what each colour means: Red forms
the topmost pride flag band representing life. The bright
orange, stands for healing. The yellow denotes sunlight
with the hidden meaning of being yourself instead of
hiding in the shadows and suppressing your feelings.
Green in the flag represents nature. Blue replaced the
original turquoise stripe and stands for serenity. There
will be a number of events aimed at education and
awareness, which is coordinated by our Transformation
and Diversity portfolio prefects and staff.
I am aware that the topics of sexuality and gender are
complex and that people in our community hold a range

of opinions around these. It is, therefore, vital that we
don’t leave this sensitivity to become the elephant in the
room. Let’s talk about it and measure our actions with
the yardstick of the core values of DSG that are rooted
in our Christian ethos: compassion, kindness, empathy
and respect.
The way people are treated based on their gender and
sexual orientation is a reality – for some, a cruel, unfair
one. Through our Pride programme at DSG, we are
learning about these realities and telling each individual
unconditionally, ‘I see and love you, just the way you are!’
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School
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Rev’s Reflections
A knock at my office door brought my attention to a girl
who appeared very anxious to tell me something. After
greeting me, she revealed what she had been hiding
behind her back. It was a card board collar that one
gets with a new shirt. She then proceeded on giving
it to me with the following words:” Rev, I want to give
this to you to use a spare collar for your shirts.” To say
that this melted my heart is an understatement. What a
beautiful thought from such a young mind!
Siyanda Ndlovu like many other girls, usually stop by my
office for chats. It was at one of such chats that the girls
asked me about the collar that I wear. They wanted to
know what it is made of, why I wear it, and what it looks
like. I also told them of the many times I forget to find
my collar and how I get to improvise for one. Little did I
know that somebody would quickly recognise a piece of
cardboard that would come in handy for me at a point.
As I looked at my gift, I was reminded of many things
but among them was how it is important to listen and
take interest in each other’s conversations; how it
is important to care for each other and how so easy
this can be! How even small acts of love can change
someone’s day! As young as she is, Siyanda’s strong
faith showed through.
James exhorts us with the following words, “What good
is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother
or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and
filled,” without giving them the things needed for the
body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead. James 2: 14-17.
And so my friends, may you be encouraged to take
hold of those opportunities and show someone that you
care. It can be as simple as a hard board collar that
touches and changes someone’s heart!
Love & blessings!

Rev Rachel
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HORSE RIDING
On the 14th and 15th of May, while the netball and hockey girls traveled to East London for sport,
the DSG horse riders stayed at home to compete in the GRC May Show.
Mia Jenner and Saratoga Supernova placed in all of their classes. In the Novice 2 and 4 dressage, they came third
and second and in the 70cm Working Hunter, they came first. Mia and Supernova placed first in the 90cm A2 speed
class and 90cm Accumulator and third in the 90cm competition.
Lily Bowker and Assegai Ringo placed first in the Novice 2 Dressage, first in the Novice Equitation and first in the
90cm competition.
Hannah Jones and Major Grey placed first and second in the Novice 4 and 2 dressage and second in the Welcome
Equitation. In the 80cm A2 speed and the 80cm Accumulator classes, Hannah and Major placed first.

Well done to all our riders who competed.
Hannah Jones
Abigail Burton and Bambi
Lily Bowker and Ringo
Mia Jenner and Supernova
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JOSIE APPS WATER POLO HONOURS CITATION
DSG offers few greater recognitions for one’s contribution to sport than awarding them their
Honours. Coupled with the missed opportunities of the last few years, it is particularly noteworthy
for an individual to meet the high standards required to obtain this special distinction.
Josie arrived at DSG in her grade 8 year, and her talent was immediately recognized by her sports coaches. Since
then, she has been selected for multiple Eastern Province water polo teams – collecting much hardware along the
way. Coupled with her provincial representation, Josie has had the honour of representing her country at the 2019
CANA games, a truly remarkable testament to her water polo abilities. It was thus no surprise that Josie was called
to represent DSG’s first team at such a young age. Being the youngest player in a school’s first term is a daunting
experience. However, Josie met her task with resilience and determination, proving her worth against girls much
bigger and stronger than herself.
Unfortunately, the COVID pandemic derailed the competitive sport in our country for almost two years. Throughout
this, Josie’s ambition did not relent. She continued training and put in the hard yards despite the lack of clarity from
Swimming South Africa about future water polo fixtures. In December of last year, Josie’s diligence paid dividends
when she was selected as part of the silver-medalling U19A Nelson Mandela Bay. Josie’s successes continued
by winning another silver medal at this year’s Currie Cup tournament. Apart from her Provincial and National
achievements, Josie has significantly contributed to the DSG water polo programme throughout her time at school.
She has captained the first side since 2021 and has served as a role model to younger girls coming through the
system. Although multiple tournaments were cancelled, Josie nevertheless achieved 100 caps for the first side – a
notable achievement for any sportsperson.
Josie is of the calibre never before seen at DSG, and her dedication to the sport she loves illustrates her immense
discipline, drive and dedication. She has played an integral role in developing an inclusive and supportive water polo
community at DSG in which she often incites the best out of her peers in the pool. Although she has achieved much
in her sport, Josie’s humility remains a core part of who she is and for this, I commend her.

Congratulations on this outstanding achievement, Josie.
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Hockey
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Lifestyle

LIFESTYLE SPORTS GIRLS SHINE IN INDOOR CYCLING INSTRUCTOR’S COURSE
On the weekend of the 14th and 15th of May Lene Niekerk, Jessica Mulliner, Rachael Houseman and
Robyn Tharatt, took part in the Cycle Pro Academy Level 1 Indoor Cycling Instructor Course.
This comprised both theoretical coursework as well as practical instruction at RIDE Indoor Cycling studio. The girls
did their practical and theory examinations on Wednesday the 18th of May and achieved some excellent results. This
means they are now certified Indoor Cycling instructors. This certification will enable them to instruct in any gym or
professional studio both nationally and internationally - a wonderful achievement and accolade for these girls.
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TEAM

Awards

FIRST AID
BACK: Aqhama Bangazi, Lucy Rutherfoord, Kuhle Potelwa,Milani Mbetshu, Buhle Bam,
Omhle Morule, Jessica Stevens, Khanyi Khumalo, Jocelyn Stockill, Justine Shield.
MIDDLE: Sinovuyo Adam; Karen Dhatemwa, Lathitha Mayaba, Sarah Southey,
Sesha Geneste, Angelina Barrow, Cassidy Winter
FRONT: Isabella Horwood; Wendy Mawu, Inga Luthuli; Akhanani Matiwane, Kholosa Nzo
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ATHLETICS
Sarah Brits, Kaitlyn Kruiskamp, Abigail Holderness, Emma Kruse and Megan Emslie

CYCLING
Kuhle Potelwa, Megan Barrow, Tyler Wratten and Amy Thompson
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ATHLETICS
Sesha Geneste, Liyema Mwellie, Indiphile Velebayi, Cayla Mananda, Buhle Ndlovu, Kwazi Matoti, Megan Plumb

SWIMMING
Cameron Brook, Emily Walker, Khwezi Jacobs, Izzy Horwood, Casey Joubert
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TENNIS
Holly Clowes, Carrey Wiblin, Megan Plumbridge, Josie Turner, Charlie Musto and Kuhle Potelwa

WATER POLO
Wendy-Mae Turner, Ella Boonzaier, Amelia Brown, Amie Jenner, Jessie Orphanides and Anna Pinto
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CHINESE BRIDGE

Competition
Three DSG girls, Erika Dhatemwa, Hana Kagga and Kimi Coetzee,
participated in the 15th Final Chinese Bridge Competition-Chinese
Proficiency Competition for Foreign Secondary School students on
29 May.
The competition was held online by Confucius Institute at Durban University
of Technology. The competition started at 8 o’clock in the morning and ended
at 12:30 at lunch time. Participants from all over the country took part this
intensive contest. The competition was composed of three parts: a written
test, a speech and talent show relating to the Chinese language, culture and
general knowledge of China.
Erika Dhatemwa, Hana Kagga and Kimi Coetzee worked diligently in their
preparation for this contest. Their willingness to attend three times a week via
Zoom to prepare during April holiday was most praiseworthy. Their preparation
had become even intense after they returned to school. As a result, their
hard work has been paid off. Kimi won the Second Prize, Erika Dhatemwa
and Hana Kagga won an Outstanding Award respectively. Their prize and
certificates will be sent to school shortly.
Lecturers from Chinese Studies at Rhodes University, Ms Han Yang Zou and
Hong Min Zou have kindly assisted Hana and Erika with their preparation
of their talent show. I would like to express my sincere gratitude for their
kind help.
Congratulations to Kimi, Erika and Hana!

S. Fu
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Afrikaans Bekgeveg
(PUBLIC SPEAKING) SENIOR

On the 7th of June the senior Afrikaans FAL and Home Language Afrikaans pupils of St. Andrew’s
and DSG battled it out for the prestigious title of being the Bekgeveg (public speaking)
champion of their subject.
The speakers brought their “A” game and the judges admitted that they had a tough time deciding on the ultimate
winners. The topics ranged from the Afrikaans versions of “Cancel culture is a new form of bullying”, “Actions speak
louder than words”, “university is not the only option after school” to “There are no winners in a war”. The standard
was exceptionally high.
THE COLLEGE WINNERS WERE AS FOLLOWS:
Afrikaans Home Language: Cornelia Rocher
Afrikaans First Additional Language: Georgia Stewart
Thanks are due to the participants, the IT department, the Highlander staff,
the Afrikaans Department and the judges, Ms. Bronwyn Herring and Ms. Marika du Toit.

Mr. Dolf

Meisie
Wenner
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Play Festival
PLAY FESTIVAL AND THEATRELINK 2022

The fifth annual Play Festival was held on the 1st
and 2nd June. The festival celebrates excellence
in drama and encourages work by students for
students.
It has become an eagerly anticipated event on the school
calendar; generating much creativity and excitement.
It has grown from a version of inter-house plays to a
fully-fledged festival, including students from every
grade across both campuses. Each year the Drama
Department aims to grow the festival by including extra
participants or adding an extra dimension to it. This year,
it was decided to officially rename the festival, making it
a joint event, with plays written, directed and performed
by DSG and St Andrew’s College students.
Another point of difference was that four of the five
plays were written by Grade 11 Dramatic Arts’ students.
Three of the five plays formed part of the TheatreLink
programme, an exciting international playwriting
exchange programme run by the Manhattan Theatre
Club in New York and implemented by the Grade 11
Dramatic Arts’ students.
The first play of the evening, Missing the Pointe was
written by drama students at Springfield High School
in Springfield, Oregon, as part of the TheatreLink
programme. Our production was recorded and shared
with the students who wrote it. The play exposed the ugly
truth behind the scenes at a prestigious dance studio
as the girls strive to be the best of the best. The play
was beautifully staged in the Lilla Strong Hall and the
performers gave credible performances as the members
of the dance studio. The production received high praise
from both the writers and the TheatreLink teaching
artists.
The second play, performed on the new stage in the
Drama Department, was Will They See Me? Set in 1996
at a Model C school in South Africa, a promising hockey
player faces racism and discrimination as she tries to

2022

navigate her way through a challenging environment
to achieve success. The play, written by the Grade 11
Dramatic Arts’ class, was sent to EC Glass High School
in Lynchburg, Virginia. We were able to watch a video of
their interpretation of our play followed by a meaningful
discussion with the class about their production.
The third play Unfortunately, Me, an original script written
by Grade 11 students at DSG and St Andrew’s College
was performed in an intimate space in one of the Drama
studios. The protagonist, Qiniso confronts the toxic
homophobic environment at a conservative university,
set on upholding its traditions, whatever the cost.
She speaks her truth to power and faces devastating
consequences. This play bravely tackles issues faced
by the LGBTQAI+ community, calling for understanding,
respect and the basic human dignity every person should
be afforded.
The Social Drug, play number four, performed in the
Lilla Strong Hall, was written by Grade 11 students at
DSG and St Andrew’s College as part of the TheatreLink
programme. It questions the lengths one would go to in
order to be accepted and find friends. Andy is struggling
to make friends in his new boarding school environment.
He finds a place in an unconventional society, but is he
valued by the right people for the right reasons? This
play struck a chord with its teenage audience and was
well supported.
The final play of the festival was the rather disturbing
and deeply thought-provoking, A Howl in Makhanda. It
is a semi-autobiographical work by Qondiswa James
that shines a light on the often tumultuous issues of
girlhood. The play follows the lives of four girls at a
prestigious boarding school. Within the tightly regulated
borders of the school, the girls carve out a place of their
own to offload the pressures of lessons, school rules,
peer expectations and personal struggles. When their
hideout is discovered the future of each girl differs
dramatically under the scrutiny of the disciplinary board
and the extent of the refuge their parents can provide.
The five performers assisted by Ms Megan Knowles
worked incredibly hard, to realise this challenging style
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of performance. The production was a triumph and
once word got around, the audience lined up to get
in to the venue.
Congratulations and thank you to the writers,
directors, performers, technical crew and others
behind the scenes for all the hard work that went
into making the Play Festival and TheatreLink
programme a wonderful success.

Susan Baker
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GRADE 12 ART SINGLE FOCUS DAY
The Grade 12 Visual Arts Pupils spent their
single focus day for Art working on their
Final Examination pieces. This year’s IEB
Practical Examination theme is
‘Intertwined / Interwoven’.
The Grade 12s have spent the year researching and
processing the theme in their Visual Journals. Each
artist is encouraged to interoperate ‘Intertwined /
Interwoven’ though their own personal journey and
experiences. The culmination of this theme at the
end of the year will be in a Final Artwork and a 24Hour Drawing examination. All are welcome to view
our Grade 12 work which will be exhibited at our
Balloon Week opening exhibition at the end of the
year.

Juli-Anne Norton
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Clubs

BALLROOM DANCING

Our Grade 8s have been learning the basics of dancing with a partner at our Wednesday afternoon
Ballroom Club.
They have learnt some line dances, participated in group activities as well as learnt partner dances, such as the
Boogie, Rock n Roll, Tango, East Coast Swing, Cha Cha, Mambo, and a few others. The girls had great fun learning
the Spaghetti, which is an intricate variation in the Boogie (pictured above). There’s something about dancing that
brings out smiles and laughter that is just too lovely to see.

Well done girls and keep on dancing!
Ballroom Dancing is offered as a Society on Tuesday afternoons in the DSG Lilla Strong Hall.
The Society is open to DSG and SAC. Contact Ms Lou at Merriman if you are interested in joining.
Beginners are always welcome.
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Knitting

Brainiacs
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Library
FOOD TECHNOLOGY – MUG CAKES

The month of May ended, and June began on a good note for the DSG Victoria library.
We had two very special guests rewarding us with either their productions or
donations.
We had the pleasure of being among the first ones to get our hands on two novels by Thando
Pato, an old DSG girl entitled: On the rocks - a memoir of a high functioning alcoholic. This book
is must read as it shows how life’s journeys are unknown and how one wrong turn can affect a
beautifully built life.
I take this quote of her pledge from the author: “I want to continue on this journey of being present
in my life. I am learning that healing is not a linear process. There are stops, unexpected turns,
disappointments and lulls. I am committed to continue with my despite it all.”
These books is available in our library. Be sure not to miss this exciting read.
Our second good start to the month of June was a visit from
Guy de Villiers, an Old Andrean, the Artist in Residence who donated books to
DSG as well. His collection comprises of music related books such:
1. Pop music by Julia Winterson et.al;
2. Music composition tool box by Matthew Hindson et al;
3. Orchestration by Walter Piston, the author of Harmony and counterpoint
and lastly,
4. Modern recording techniques, 4th edition.
These books would be of great value to our Music school and all those aspiring
musicians within the DSG community. The DSG Victoria library is grateful for
the donation by Guy de Villiers of these music related resource books.

Cynthia Gambiza- Nyama
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SMILE, IT’S

Weekend!
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