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VALUE: CONFIDENCE

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
What a year it has been! On reflection I would say this
has been a crazy year, a hectic, challenging, sometimes
surreal year, but not a bad year. Despite the challenges
that have pushed us way out of our comfort zone, there
have been many good things that have come from this
trial.
We have learnt to do things differently, to be flexible,
fluid, accommodating and proactive. This year has been
the ideal opportunity to question the rationale behind
many of our policies, traditions and habits. We have examined closely the ‘why’ in what we do. This year has
allowed us to reinvent ourselves by stripping away the
embellishment and trimmings and get to grips with what
is really important.
This year has been the ideal opportunity to teach our girls
to be risk-takers. Not only through encouraging them to
try new things without fear of failure, but through modelling this behaviour. All of us have had our ‘Get out of jail
free’ card up our sleeve and failure has been shrugged
off with ‘Ag, well, Covid!’ This has allowed us to be wildly
creative and to think as if there is no box, never mind out
of the box. New skills have been learned and mastered
by students and teachers alike, and we finish the year
richer for the experience of extreme adversity.
With most of our Junior School girls safely at home with
their parents, preparing for a well-deserved holiday and
celebrations with loved ones, I can breathe a sigh of

relief. As teachers, when we speak of ‘our children’, it is
never just the few that we count as our own flesh and
blood, but all of those who have been entrusted to our
care. Ensuring that all my chickens are home to roost,
completes the final chapter in the thriller that was 2020.
I thank our wonderful, dynamic, enthusiastic and courageous Junior School team for their support and selflessness this year. Truly they have given more than their fair
share of blood sweat and tears over the past months. As
we wrap up the final term, I see how deeply these special
people care for their pupils and how intricately they know
and understand them. No child has been overlooked and
the unique individuality of each girl is reflected in her
teacher’s testimony of her achievements this year.
Through it all, ‘the Lord stood with me and gave me
strength’. At all times this year, I have felt supported by
those around me and have found quiet strength both in
God and in our DSG community. I wish you all a blessed
and restful Christmas with your loved ones. See you on
the other side of 2020!
En Avant!

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head
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RADICAL
READING

The girls were invited to read in weird and wonderful places. We
wanted to see strange places, silly costumes and as many wacky
ideas as possible!

Marelize Potgieter riding a sheep!

Up the tree is Emily Palmer
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12 November

Anna Lake
16 December

Nandi Mya mbo &
Alicia Strydom

KICKIN G OFF THE
FESTIV E SEASO N...
Carys

29 November

Cwenga Maswana
1 December

Carys Richards
10 December

Amoré Jansen van
Rensburg
15 December

Akhanani Matiwane
19 December
Ruby Painting

BIRTHDAY BOY
Mr Virgil Mattrass

21 December
Shae Openshaw
28 December
Ms Sindi Ma mbinja

CUPCAKE DELIGHT
Anna

29 December
Mr Virgil Matrass
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CELEBRATING THE GRANGE!
This year we celebrate the 190th birthday of our Junior School boarding house, The Grange. This majestic old lady was home to the Headmasters and

Headmistresses of DSG until 2012, when it became home to some 40 girls. The Grange is currently undergoing a face-lift and recent renovations have seen
the addition of a dining room where the girls can enjoy cosy breakfasts and suppers with their ‘family’ away from home. The lush, rolling front lawn is perfect
for weekend picnics, volleyball and dance competitions.

Ms Jane Ritchie

E N AVA N T

DSG Junior School |

25 NOVEMBER 2020

Grade 4s - Learning from Leaders

As part of the History module, ‘Learning from Leaders’, the Grade 4s have been learning from famous women who
have inspired them in the book ‘Goodnight stories for Rebel Girls’. Each girl chose a woman with whom she
resonated.
These ranged from pirates to marine biologists to activists, surfers to singers, chefs to scientists, and so the list
goes on. Each character was then interviewed and through these interviews, our girls learnt about courage, guts,
individuality and so much more.

Ms Lisa Micklewright
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This week the Grade 4 girls
wrote, directed and acted in
their own plays! Hollywood,
here we come!

Ms Lisa Micklewright

Last day for Grade 4s in Ms Micklewright's class!
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DSG Junior School Prize-Giving 2020
Academic & Special Prize Winners
GRADE 6 ACADEMIC PRIZE WINNERS
First in Grade: Emma Richardson
GRADE 7 ACADEMIC PRIZE WINNERS
First in Grade: Sesha Gѐnestѐ
HEADMISTRESS AWARDS
Awarded to one girl in each grade who displays a positive attitude to learning, grit and
perseverance under pressure and above all kindness, patience and supportiveness to all her
peers.
			
			
			
			

Headmistress Award Grade 4 - Amoré Jansen van Rensburg
Headmistress Award Grade 5 - Layla Botha
Headmistress Award Grade 6 - Liyabukwa Ngozwana
Headmistress Award Grade 7 - Alizwa Bam

THE GAUTENG PARENTS GROUP PRIZE
Awarded to a girl who gives of her best in all areas of school life, who espouses the school ethos
and who is a good ambassador for DSG.
Sinovuyo Adam
THE DELPORT SPORTS TROPHY
Presented in 2004 by the Delport family to a Grade 7 girl in the Junior School who has shown
exceptional dedication, enthusiasm and performance on the sports fields of DSG.
Abigail Holderness
THE GREYSTONE CUP
This is awarded to a grade 7 girl in the Grange who is voted by her peers to be consistently kind,
supportive and compassionate in the boarding house.
Caitlyn Ford
THE MOLLY O’NEILL GOOD FELLOWSHIP AWARD
Presented in 1990 by Mr O’Neill, in memory of his wife who was Head of the Junior School. The
Molly O’Neill Award is voted for by the Grade 7 girls. It is presented to a grade girl who is kind,
loyal, respectful, trustworthy and compassionate towards her peers. She is generous of spirit;
someone who involves herself in many areas of school life; always showing a willingness to serve
those around her. She is not judgmental and is a good listener, thinking of others before herself.
Angela Dietrich
To view a recording of the DSG Junior Prize-Giving, please click here
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L-R: Sesha Gѐnestѐ, Amoré Jansen van Rensburg, Layla Botha, Liyabukwa Ngozwana,
Alizwa Bam, Liyabukwa Ngozwana, Caitlyn Ford, Angela Dietrich, Sinovuyo Adam, Abigail Holderness
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L-R: Grade 4 prizewinners, Grade 5 prizewinners, Grade 6 prizewinners, Grade 7 prizewinners, Isitha Nduku,
Megan Wienekus and Rebecca Jones
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CHAMPION DUO - REBECCA & ROCKY II
Rebecca Jones, riding Rocky II, competed in the Showing Association of South Africa’s Eastern Cape Provincial
Championship in Bathurst last weekend. They did very well and took the title of Pony Rider Provincial Working Riding Champion for 2020, and they were also the Reserve Champion in the Pony Rider Provincial Working Hunter
category.

MAD
SCIENCE

Grade 7s investigated what happens
when sulphuric acid is added to sugar. They observed and recorded what
they smelt, saw and heard and noted
that the reaction was exothermic. They
thoroughly enjoyed watching carbon
form, although the smell of sulphur dioxide was overpowering!

Ms Jane Ritchie
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DSG’S GOT

LENT

The year ended with all the girls filled with
excitement as they geared up to vote for
the winners of our Christmas Talent Show.
Angela Dietrich and Kimberly Kabiri professionally presented a varied program of
singing, dancing and drama with performers
from all grades doing DSG junior proud. The
Grade 7 group were our top dancers with
good, vibrant hip hop choreography, Elam
Petse came first in the music section, with
a beautiful performance and Angela Dietrich
won the drama section with a dramatic monologue from Socrates’ Electra. All the performers did extremely well and should be
commended on their hard work.

Renay Bellingham
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Kuschi’s Activity Day!
Activities Day is a fairly new addition to the DSG Junior School calendar. It marks the end of the academic section of
a term with a range of interesting, fun and relaxing activities to enjoy. During this term’s Activities Day, girls were given
an informative talk on balanced nutrition via ZOOM by registered Dietician, Tannah Michel, after which each girl had
the opportunity to sample healthy snack options from a selection of dried fruits, nuts and seeds. Girls enjoyed the lively
and interesting talk and were most excited to be introduced to tastes and options they might not have been exposed
to before.
The next activity for the morning was the making of giant Christmas decorations. After much drawing, cutting and
sticking, the girls hung their colourful and creative Christmas socks, shiny snowmen, Christmas trees and angels on the
Junior School’s balconies, instantly getting everyone into a festive mood.
The last activity for the day was a relaxing movie on the big screen in the dance studio. Girls spread out on their blankets
and pillows enjoyed a bit of R&R while being entertained!

Ms Kuschi Openshaw
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It’s beginning to look a
lot like Christmas!
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The Grade 4 girls had lots of fun making their Christmas tree decorations, which were
packaged in a beautifully decorated jar, with a message to their families on the label.

Mrs Joha Dreyer
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L-R: Abigail Holderness, Sibulele Papu, Nandi Myambo, Shae Openshaw, Kyla Banks
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L-R: Rebecca Jones, Victoria Lindsay
Sesha Gѐnestѐ, Elsjé Griesel, Ezriela Meya
and Madison Were
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Junior Music Competition
I commend all the performers that participated in the Junior Music Competition and giving the adjudicator a glimpse of their soul.
Congratulations to all the winners and may they continue to make beautiful music.
The winners of the following categories are:
Junior Orchestral Instrument/Voice - Megan Wienekus
Junior Piano - Megan Wienekus
Senior Orchestral Instrument/Voice - Rebecca Jones
Senior Piano - Isitha Nduku
Mr Virgil Matrass

“Music is an outburst of the soul.”
Frederick Delius
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MUSICAL MAGIC

Featuring two of our talented Grade 5s!
Megan Wienekus and Michaela Blaine

Ensemble means ‘together’. A virtual orchestra is only a synthetic recreation of ensemble, which in compromised times, holds music teams
together, keeps players stimulated musically and creates something beautiful to give out, as musicians like to do. Indigo Girl is a very special
song, particularly to Ms Rennie, as she was the violinist in the band Watershed, at the time it topped the charts both in South Africa and
Germany in 2002. The SAC/DSG musicians learned and recorded their parts between May/September 2020 at home, from all around SA,
the UK, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe on small devices. Sounds are all authentic, no studio microphones, overdubbing or backing tracks
were used. It was quite a challenge for everyone! Please enjoy this collage of our combined individual efforts.
INDIGO GIRL - Words and Music written by Craig Hinds
Performed by Craig Hinds, Lizzie Rennie and the SAC/DSG Virtual String Orchestra 2020
Orchestral arrangement written by Lizzie Rennie, April 2020.
To view the video, please click here
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The Grade 7 Leaver’s Dinner

Dr Seuss
To view the speeches from
the leaver’s dinner, please
click here
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Wishing you all a
wonderful festive season!
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