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VALUE: CONFIDENCE

The Valley of Desolation by Jane Ritchie

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
I have been lucky to spend most of the past week travelling the Eastern Cape interior to showcase our wonderful family of schools to the local farmers and small communities. Seeing the picturesque countryside, getting to
know the people who inhabit these quaint towns and
putting faces to names which are familiar because of
their deep-rooted history in the school community, has
been food for the soul.
The landscape is vast, the sky endless and there is
room to breathe. While in Graaff-Reinet, we visited the
Valley of Desolation where the majesty and scale of the
rock formations is breathtaking and humbling.
As I looked out over the Camdeboo National Park,
drank in the sweeping plains and gazed at the purple
mountains in the distance, I reflected that in a few short
days, my daughter would be making her way across this
beautiful, but daunting terrain, as she takes part in Journey, the right of passage undertaken by Grade 10 boys
and girls at St Andrew’s and DSG.
I have often stopped to read and re-read the plaque
outside the ladies’ bathroom at The Highlander. The inscription is dedicated to mothers and quotes two lines
from a poem by Cecil Day-Lewis:
“Selfhood begins with a walking away,
And love is proved in the letting go.”

It is my turn to let go and watch my child walk away, with
my heart in my throat and mixed emotions. Understandably, I fear for her safety, I am anxious that my child will
be faced with enormous challenges, both physical and
mental, over the next 21 days. But I am envious too; she
is about to embark on the most amazing adventure; one
that will shape her and forge her character, test her resilience, strength and her fortitude.
My overwhelming emotion is pride. Pride in my daughter,
who has come so far from the shy, retiring and cautious
toddler she once was; she is now a young woman who
is confident, courageous and independent. This is in no
small part due to the schools she has been fortunate to
attend, the teachers who have guided her and the sense
of belonging she feels at DSG, which has inspired her to
embrace this experience, with both hands and her whole
heart.
En Avant!
Best wishes

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head
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Reflections from Rev
God’s overall plan, for the whole creation, is to
have all his children returning to him. Like a puzzle missing one piece is incomplete, God’s plan is
incomplete without each of us. God does not rest,
he continues to seek the lost and when even one
sinner comes back home, there is great rejoicing in
heaven.
The parable of the prodigal son explains this very
well. When the lost son decided to go back home,
his father was overjoyed and said to his slaves:
“Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one – and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill
it and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!” Luke 14:22-24

TO DIARISE
12th, 13th & 16 NOVEMBER
Grade 6 & 7 Assessments

13 NOVEMBER

Grade 4 Orientation Day

17 NOVEMBER

Kuschi Activity Day

19 – 26 NOVEMBER

DSG Enrichment and Extension Program
(DEEP Week)

19 NOVEMBER
Talent Show

There is great rejoicing in heaven over one sinner
coming back to God.
You and I matter a lot in God’s sight, we are part of
his grand plan and that is beautiful to know!

CLEVER
CLOGS!

Love & blessings.

Rev Rachel
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This year’s interhouse general knowledge quiz was
closely contested by all 3 houses. Many girls demonstrating wonderful general knowledge in a variety
of categories. In the end, there was only a 5 point
difference between 1st and 3rd place. Jade was victorious with Ruby placed 2nd and Amber in 3rd.
Well done girls!

Ms Jacqui Taylor
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TWINNING IT! Annisa and Ayana
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5 November

Beth Sahd,
Uminathi Sakhela,
Marelize Potgieter,
Ayana Mabutho
Annisa Mabutho
7 November

Kimberly Kabiri
12 November

Anna Lake
16 November

BIRTHDAY PRINCESS
Kimberly

Nandi Mya mbo
Alicia Strydom

UNICORN TREATS
Uminathi
CELEBRATING IN STYLE!
The boarders added some
sparkle to the dining room
table for the birthday girls!
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THE GRADE 4S & THE NEW CHICKS ON THE BLOCK
The Grade 4s were fortunate to be treated to a visit from some day-old chicks. The newly hatched chicks spent the
day in the classroom and the girls got the opportunity to hold and admire them. Our incubation project ended abruptly when lockdown happened, so the girls had to watch their chicks hatch via video. It was wonderful for the girls to
finally see the chicks close up!
Thank you to Kerry Currie for loaning us her chicks for the day. The girls were very impressed by the home-made
incubator and some of them are even planning a holiday project. Parents, prepare!

Lisa Micklewright

L-R: Natasha White,
Cwenga Maswana, class
discussions, the Incubator, Zara Burchell, Julia
McKenzie and Amore
Jansen van Rensburg

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SPECIAL REQUEST

The festive season is fast approaching and to add to
the magical spirit of Christmas and make their year
end concert spectacular - St Andrew’s Prep is asking if
you could kindly collect your empty 2-litre coke bottles,
which they will be transforming into candle holders!
Your daughters can bring the bottles to
school and we will deliver to Prep.
A big thank you in advance from Fiona van der Merwe (HOD Music, St Andrew’s Preparatory)
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Hey Grade 6s,
6s,
YO U R O C K !
A Poem for South Africa

Our brains are hardwired to spot the negative in our situation. It takes self-reflection and effort to teach our brains to
ponder on the positive.

written by Emily Palmer (Grade 5)
translated by Ms Fumbata

After watching an interesting video and further discussions
in class, the Grade 6s created their own positivity pebbles.

With the pride of a Protea,
Strong like an elephant
Our South Africa

These pebbles are gentle reminders to think positively and
to be grateful for all we have.

With warmth like a fire
And different colours like Shweshwe
Our nation is a lion

Mrs Megan Theron
Mrs Judy Paul
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“SOMETIMES MUSIC IS THE ONLY
MEDICINE THE HEART AND SOUL NEEDS .”
Tinybuddah.com

It is so heart-warming to see the girls enjoy creating, performing and appreciating music during this tough time. Due
to the heavy lockdown restrictions and strict protocols, we were unable to celebrate music as a family. Girls continued
music lessons online to maintain their progress and improve their skills. I am incredibly proud at our young musicians
for taking part in our successful online music concerts. Although disconnected from the world we, as the audience,
could get a glimpse of their hard work and dedication to their craft.
Our final concert for the year that took place in the chapel and was filled with awe-inspiring moments. The girls are
to be commended for taking to the stage so confidently and mesmerizing their parents, teachers and peers with their
outstanding performances.
In the classroom, the focus has been technology-based learning; from music production to discovering sound in digital
shapes. The girls display great enjoyment for the activities, and I trust that they will continue working with these tools
beyond the classroom.

Virgil Matrass

“So I say
Thank you for the music, the songs I’m singing
Thanks for all the joy they’re bringing
Who can live without it? I ask in all honesty
What would life be?
Without a song or a dance what are we?
So I say thank you for the music
For giving it to me”
ABBA
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A WORLD OF WONDERMENT
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with Ms B

Walking into the DSG art room is a tonic. It conjures up feelings of nostalgia, transporting you to a time when
messy play and make believe was the order of the day, as your eyes feast on an abundance of colour. A vast
collection of textures and incredible masterpieces line the walls, leaving no question as to why girls countdown
the sleeps to class with Ms Bellingham!
Ms Bellingham, known affectionately as Ms B, is the exceptionally passionate and dedicated Art and Drama
teacher, who is adored by her students. Her creativity shows no bounds, opening up a world of possibility and
an opportunity for girls to imagine, experiment and explore with reckless abandon!

YOU ARE THE CREATIVE GENIUS IN THE JUNIOR
SCHOOL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WONDERFUL
ARTWORK, DRAMA PRODUCTIONS AND EVEN THE
COSTUMES – TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE? I’m not sure about genius, but I think I do possibly have the nicest job in the
school. Both art and drama are wonderful subjects to
teach and the girls love them. Fortunately for me, I get to
work with them at their most enthusiastic, which is great.
I come from generations of people working in the creative arts, so it’s all in the DNA I suppose. I had studied
both subjects since I was a girl, but professionally I took
another path until 2009. My mom was an art and drama
teacher at Woodridge, so when I was looking for a fresh
change, I was the natural pick to replace her when she
retired. In 2018, I came to DSG.
IT HAS OF COURSE BEEN A DIFFICULT YEAR WITH
TEACHERS HAVING TO ADAPT THEIR METHODS
AND TWEAK THE WORK TO SUIT HOMESCHOOLING - HOW DID YOU MANAGE TO TEACH ART ONLINE DURING LOCKDOWN? It wasn’t easy, I have to
say as the arts are so interactive and the girls really like
you being around to help and offer advice. As it was important for the girls to keep up with their core subjects,
art and drama had to fit into their individual timetables.
I’m not bad with IT though and was able to create lots
of visual presentations of projects that could utilize materials they had at home. Apps like Flipgrid were great
for the girls to video themselves performing and they
could view others in their class. They certainly kept me
entertained.
YOU INTRODUCE THE GIRLS TO SEVERAL MEDIUMS OVER THE COURSE OF THEIR TIME IN THE
JUNIOR SCHOOL, IS THERE ANY MEDIUM THAT
THE GIRLS ABSOLUTELY LOVE OR GRAVITATE TOWARDS? The girls seem to enjoy them all and everyone has a favourite. Painting can be difficult, so they do
tend to get a little daunted by it. They love working with
messy stuff the most, like papier-mâché or clay.
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TELL US HOW YOU APPLY INTERGRATED LEARNING TO ART AND DRAMA? We do try to integrate
at times. Recently the Grade 5s did the culture of the
Khoisan and it was a great opportunity to explore their
artwork. We are limited with time though, so it can be
tricky to fit it all in.
UNFORTUNATELY, OWING TO COVID-19, THERE
IS NO DRAMA PRODUCTION THIS YEAR, DO YOU
HAVE ANYTHING IN THE PIPELINE FOR US TO LOOK
FORWARD TO IN 2021? I hope so! It was a real blow
to the girls that we could not produce their production
this year and they are soooo talented! I have some cool
ideas for next year so hopefully it all goes according to
plan. It’s a secret though.
WHAT BROADER SKILLS DO YOU BELIEVE
ART AND DRAMA CAN NURTURE IN A CHILD?
The creative arts are powerful subjects. They are fantastic for developing a child’s self-confidence and are
great in relieving stress and anxiety. I urge the girls to
not ever judge themselves harshly and nitpick about
their skills and abilities. Just create! The skill will come,
and the process is good for you.
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT YOUR JOB?
I get to know the girls really well as I teach them throughout their time at DSG junior.
CAN YOU SHARE WITH US A SECRET TALENT
OR SOMETHING NO ONE KNOWS ABOUT YOU?
Well, the girls mostly know this…but, before becoming a
teacher at Woodridge, I was a chef in Cape Town.
After University, I studied at Silwood Kitchens and had
many fun years in that field. I still love cooking and the
highlight of my day is cooking dinner! I also love killer heels, but they seldom come out in Makhanda, as I
would probably fall in a pothole.
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“The Arts are fantastic for developing a child’s
self-confidence and are great in relieving stress
and anxiety. I urge the girls to not ever judge
themselves harshly and nitpick about their skills
and abilities. Just create! The skill will come, and
the process is good for you.”
Renay Bellingham

E N AVA N T

DSG Junior School |

E N AVA N T

6 NOVEMBER 2020

DSG Junior School |

23 OCTOBER 2020
25 September 2020

Go the Extra Mile
DSG buffs are now available@ R70 each. For
each buff sold, R10 will go to The LIV Lukhanyiso charity in Makhanda. LIV Village provides
residential care for orphaned and vulnerable
children, placing them in a family environment
with a trained foster mother to love them.
For the past few months we, as a DSG community, have been ‘going the extra mile’ in many
ways. The mantra on our buffs reminds us to
keep ‘going the extra mile’ to make a difference
in the lives of those less fortunate.
Buffs
can bebecharged
charged
to school
accounts.
Buffs can
to school
accounts.
ParParents,
please
email:
ents, please
email
Lisa Micklewright at l.micklewright@dsgschool.com should you prefer your
l.micklewright@dsgschool.com
daughter
pay cash.
should
youtoprefer
your daughter to pay cash.
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