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VALUE: COURTESY
nised by many – their shenanigans won’t take long to
reach your ears, and someone is always looking out for
them, in loco parentis. The symbiosis in our small society
demonstrates a kinship and unity so absent in our cities
and more urban areas.
It also keeps us honest and polite. One is far less likely
to have a fit of road rage when the driver you are hooting
at may well be your next client. Idle gossip is hazardous
when you might be spilling the beans about your companion’s uncle’s sister-in-law.

Abigail Holderness (Grd 7)

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
What I love about living in a small town is the connection
with the community. I never tire of realising that a colleague is the cousin of a close friend of mine, or that the
vet is the sister of my daughter’s physics teacher. The
ways we are intertwined are endless and far reaching.
In Johannesburg, where I lived for many years, life was
fairly anonymous. Although the circles I mixed in were
close knit, I was not likely to recognise someone I knew
every time I left the house. Within a 5km radius of my
home were at least eight large supermarkets and three
substantial shopping malls. The chances of bumping
into a colleague in Pick ‘n Pay were slim and stopping
at a red robot next to a friend was cause for much waving and celebration, as you marvel at the coincidence of
you being in the same place at the same time. Not so in
Makhanda.
I am almost guaranteed to bump into friends, colleagues
or acquaintances when venturing into town and I love
the familiarity of the faces I pass. Even those I don’t
know by name become memorable, associated with a
place or event.
Small-town life has many advantages. People are quick
to help each other, often offering perfect strangers assistance with no expectation of reward, just the knowledge that one day you might need help from the most
unexpected quarters yourself. Your children are recog-

A tight community means that your ties to it are strong
and long lasting. Many people advised me when I moved
here, that ‘Grahamstown is a place where you cry when
you arrive and you cry more when you leave’. Arriving in
the height of a desperate drought, to a town more potholed than tarred and my front lawn permanently laid
bare by the passing cattle and donkeys, it didn’t take long
for the first part of this prophecy to come true. But just as
quickly, I realised that the thought of possibly leaving one
day was devastating.
I am so grateful for the friends and especially colleagues,
who have kept me strong during this surreal and challenging year. I am blessed to be in this little haven in the
Eastern Cape, greeting my neighbours as we shop, stopping to chat to fellow parents as we pass on the pavement. I feel as if I truly belong, a small part of the wellfitting puzzle we call Makhanda!
Best wishes

Ms Jane Ritchie
Junior School Head

TO DIARISE
30 OCTOBER
Bandana Day
4 NOVEMBER
Music Concert (online)
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Sports Round Up

“It is better to trust in the Lord
than to trust in man (people).”

We are extremely proud of Michaela Blaine who
took part in the aQuellé Sea Water swim and won
the U13 girls’ category!

When we commute, we put our trust in cars, buses, trains, and airplanes. Every day, we must put
our confidence in something or someone. For the
chair to hold our weight when we sit, medicines
to cure us, food to keep us healthy and to grow,
sleep to rejuvenate us and family and friends to
love us.

Eight of our girls took part in the Alan Stapleton EP
Squash tournament in Port Elizabeth over the past
weekend. The following girls are to be commended
on their outstanding performances:

While all these things do serve their purpose, and
we are so grateful, how beautiful it would be if we
could trust God more than these things! After all,
God is the creator of all.
Whatever circumstances we may be going
through, let us never stop trusting God with our
lives.
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to trust in
people.”

U11

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Lucy Holderness
Jessica Muirhead
Megan Wienekus
Judy Crous
Abigail Meihuizen

U13

1st
3rd
5th

Abigail Holderness
Elsje Griesel
Madison Were

Ms Ayandiswa Sowazi

Love and blessings

Rev Rachel

Swimming star Michaela Blaine
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Go the Extra Mile
DSG buffs are now available@ R70 each. For
each buff sold, R10 will go to The LIV Lukhanyiso charity in Makhanda. LIV Village provides
residential care for orphaned and vulnerable
children, placing them in a family environment
with a trained foster mother to love them.
For the past few months we, as a DSG community, have been ‘going the extra mile’ in many
ways. The mantra on our buffs reminds us to
keep ‘going the extra mile’ to make a difference
in the lives of those less fortunate.
Buffs
can bebecharged
charged
to school
accounts.
Buffs can
to school
accounts.
ParParents,
please
email:
ents, please
email
Lisa Micklewright at l.micklewright@dsgschool.com should you prefer your
l.micklewright@dsgschool.com
daughter
pay cash.
should
youtoprefer
your daughter to pay cash.
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“CIRCUIT TRAINING”
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WITH THE GRADE 4S

During Design and Technology this term, the Grade 4s have been building their own little ‘Wobblebots’ and
learning about basic electronic circuits.

Ms Joha Dryer

“Creativity is
contagious,
pass it on.”
Albert Einstein
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DISCOVERING THE WONDERS OF
A NCIEN T EGY PT W ITH THE GR A DE 5S
The Grade 5s have been exploring the wonders of Ancient
Egypt in class. The topic has
spanned across subjects from
Integrated Studies into English and Design and Technology. The girls learnt tips for
effective poster design and
were given the opportunity to
make topic models at the D&T
Centre.

Mrs Judy Paul

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SPECIAL REQUEST

The festive season is fast approaching and to add
to the magical spirit of Christmas and make their
year end concert spectacular - St Andrew’s Prep
is asking if you could kindly collect your empty
2-litre coke bottles, which they will be
transforming into candle holders! Your
daughters can bring the bottles into
school and we will deliver to Prep.
A big thank you in advance from Fiona van der Merwe (HOD Music, St Andrew’s Preparatory)
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Planting the Seed - Grade 6s
take on an exciting project
In celebration of spring, the Grade 6s were visited by a local expert, Mr Malcom Southey of Sunnyside Nursery.
He shared his vast knowledge of the medicinal properties of plants before providing the girls with a few tips on
how to plant and care for their seeds. This forms part of a larger History project, in which the Grade 6s will nurture
their seedlings and later use their harvest to create marketable products. We can’t wait to see what they come
up with!

Mrs Megan Theron
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F r om J U S T A SEED t o M arket...
Over the past few weeks, the grade 6s have been zealously working on their History based projects. In keeping
with our medicine module, we examined the medicinal properties of different plants. The girls were required to
grow, research and create marketable goods using their assigned plants.
Presentation day was a roaring success as the rest of the school scrambled to get their hands on an assortment
of delectable treats. Well done, Grade 6s!

Mrs Megan Theron
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SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS
WITH THE GRADE 7S
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A Success Story, that is Still Being Written...

I am sure after Heritage Day, there are very few of you that do not know who Nosipho Lukhele is!
Her soul stirring voice caught our attention, covered us in goose bumps and left us in awe, as she and Virgil
Matrass sang “We are The World” by Michael Jackson to a very appreciative Junior School audience. Lisa
Micklewright, Nosipho’s mentor, describes her as “warm, compassionate and bubbly, with a wonderful ability to connect with the girls; she is not afraid to try new ideas, take risks and seize every opportunity to grow
and learn.” Nosipho will be taking on the role of Deputy House Director of The Grange in 2021, we wish
her much happiness and success in her new position, as her journey at DSG takes an exciting new turn.
Tell us about your journey at DSG…

My journey at DSG started in 2016. I can remember my
interview with Ms Laubcher, I was not prepared, not well
dressed and had just written a Mathematics exam at
GADRA matric school. Ms Laubcher fell in love with me
that day and decided to hire me out of 350 applicants.
I started off as an intern at DSG Junior and had a fabulous mentor, Lisa Micklewright. I was pregnant, nervous,
and yet very excited to be at DSG, because as a student
from Mary Waters High School, I used to dream about
attending school here. DSG hosted career days and I
would not miss a single one. UNISA was striking that
year and lost my documents somehow and that resulted
in me not studying that year. I therefore started my studies in 2017 with a Bachelor of Education (intermediate
and senior phase).
I was ‘groomed’ and mentored by a great team of colleagues from the Junior school and today I can stand
confidently in front of a classroom and teach. Due to my
strong personality and resilience, today I stand as a success story that is still being written and still look forward
to the next chapters of my life.

What have been your most enjoyable experiences at DSG? Those light bulb moments in the class-

room when learners get it! I believe I am a born teacher
and seeing those moments are very rewarding to me.
The experiments and fun activities and most importantly,
when girls come knocking in my door (be it in the middle
of the night), they come to me to share their stories or
merely because they want a hug.

You have been very involved in boarding and
will be taking on a Deputy Director role in The
Grange in 2021 – what insights can you share
with parents who are apprehensive about sending their child into boarding? Boarding school is a

place where girls learn sisterhood, where they become
aware of skills like communication, sharing and learning
responsibility. The fear of sending your child to board

to be looked after by strangers is understandable and
not always an easy decision, however, think of it as a
growing experience for your child. It is an opportunity
to learn to live with others, meet girls from diverse backgrounds, cultures and languages. The world is changing
and needs people who are open-minded and can adapt
to change, boarding introduces that to children.

Tell us about your ‘not so secret’ talent… singing... I grew up in a very musical family, my grandpar-

ents, parents, cousins and aunts all can sing. Everyone in my family loves music and I am fortunate for my
natural talent and gift. At church I was part of a choir
and a group, I used to sing sol’s at church every now
and then and of course, I am also a shower singer!
To hear Nosipho’s incredible singing click here

Tell us what do you like to do for fun in your free
time? I sing to karaoke; I watch movies and love going out for drinks and waffles with my friends.

Tell us something no one knows about you… I
am into forensics and TV programs like criminal investigation. I am learning to do make-up; I would like to own
a beauty shop one day.

What puts a smile on your face and gets you
through the day? My daughter puts the biggest smile

in my face. Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through
Christ who gives me strength- gets me through the
toughest days.
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THE ART GALLERY

Artists: L - R
India Lowe (Gr 5)
Jasmine Apps (Gr 5)
Jessica Muirhead (Gr 5)
Angela Dietrich (Gr 7)
Michaela Blaine (Gr 5)
Rebecca Jones (Gr 7)
Emily Palmer (Gr 6)
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