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WEEK AHEAD

14 - 17 September
JEFA

16 September

15:15-16:00 Marimba Practice

VALUE GRACE

24 September

Individual and Group Photos

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
The Michaelmas Term began with renewed hope and fresh
vigor! We have enjoyed two or three days of Spring in
Makhanda and the promise of sunshine and warm weather
has been enormously uplifting and energising.
We have welcomed back 90% of our girls and we are especially
overjoyed to see those students who were unable to return
in the second term. Our gradual return to extra-curricular
activities has met with resounding enthusiasm from the girls
and we look forward to a more varied and challenging Active
Lifestyle programme.
Our teachers are primed to finish the year with a bang and
our focus has been very much on the positive effects of the
pandemic. Covid protocol has afforded us the opportunity to
explore alternative solutions, create new traditions and ‘do
things differently’.

I am honoured to have been given the opportunity to lead
our Junior School in these exciting times and look forward
to building a strong relationship with our parent body. Along
with our exceptional team of educators, I am preparing for a
busy and eventful 2021. We have plans to expand our EdTech
programme and we have some exciting developments in our
Arts Department.
Ms Nosipho Lukhele has been appointed as
Deputy House Director and we are delighted to
have her back in The Grange. Nosi’s warm and
caring nature have ensured a strong rapport
with the boarders and I know that our girls will
benefit from her motherly care.
We also welcome new girls: Wemi Babalola in
Grade 5 and twins, Anaya and Annisa Mabutho
in Grade 7. We wish them a happy journey with
the DSG family and look forward to meeting
them as soon as they are able to join us in South
Africa.
I wish you all the best for the last few months
of a challenging and, at times, surreal, year. My
door is always open, please visit often!

EN AVANT!
JANE RITCHIE

The Grange
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The Grange underwent a transformation
during the holidays and the girls returned
to newly recovered couches, polka dot
blinds and soft pink curtains.
A coat of creamy paint finished the look,
giving the house has a lovely light atmosphere. The girls love their new common
room and welcoming entrance foyer.

Home is not a
place...it’s a feeling.

Congratulations on your appointment, Ms Lukhele. We are thrilled
to have you on our team!

News
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August

4th - Jaime Mote, 17th - Ezriela Meya, 18th - Morgan McNaughton & Mikė Holder, 20th - Isitha Nduku, 24th - Esihle
Poti & Jemma Sievwright, 28th - Lucy Holderness, 29th - Rachel van Vuuren

September

1st - Ms Nosipho Lukhele & Phillipa Huxtable, 2nd - Ms Lisa Micklewright, 4th - Wemi Babalola, 9th - Mia Joubert,
12th - Tendo Kalule, 16th - Mtyenene Sandisiwe, 17th - Emma Richardson, 18th - Ms Aya Sowazi,
21st - Abigail Holderness

Arbor Week

Arbour Day is celebrated in many countries around the world.
To honour this tradition, we planted a Wild Plum, also known as:
isiXhosa/Zulu: umgwenya
Afrikaans: wildepruim/suurbessie
Northern Sotho: mothekele

9 SEPTEMBER
MIA JOUBERT

Campus Life
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Campus Life
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WELCOME!

Wemi Babalola

Annisa Mabutho

Ayana Mabutho
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‘DREAM BIG’ Getting to know Ms Jane Ritchie

Ms Jane Ritchie was appointed the DSG Deputy Head – Junior School on the 1st of September. Jane joins us with a wealth of experience in leadership roles in some of Johannesburg’s most prominent schools. She is held in high regard for her work in Mathematics, Commerce and Natural Sciences. Part of this work involved setting up a STEM centre and heading
up a Thinking Skills initiative at St Peter’s Girls School (JHB) for which the school is well known.
We are delighted to have Jane at the helm to steer DSG Junior School through these unprecedented times.
Jane radiates warmth, kindness, intelligence and creativity, with a tangible passion for education and giving her pupils the tools to thrive in our ever-changing world.

You are House Director of The
Grange and second mother to
many little DSG girls, but tell us a
little bit about your own family…
Our house is chaotic and filled
with bustle and noise! I have two
teenage daughters, two crazy
dogs and a very haughty cat.
My girls, Lucy and Emma, often
ask me who my favourite child
is, and my reply is always Tom,
the cat. He never answers back,
leaves wet towels on the floor, or
eats my slippers! Lucy is in Grade
8 and loves water polo, netball
and surfing. Emma is in Grade 10
and enjoys water-skiing, hockey
and is passionate about horse
riding. Both my girls are taller
than me and take pleasure in
using their height advantage to
boss me around.
Tell us about your path into
teaching, you were in corporate
for some time, what made you
change direction and return to
the classroom?
As ambitious as I was to have a
career, I had always wanted to
be very involved with my children once they were born. I was
lucky to spend the first couple

of years at home with them and
couldn’t bear the thought of
leaving them for most of the day
to return to a corporate career,
working in an office for 10 hours
a day as I had before. Initially, at
a friend’s suggestion, I became
a swimming instructor. I enjoyed
working with children so much
that I decided to pursue a career in teaching.
Tell us about your teaching philosophy?
I believe that it is far more important to teach children how
to think for themselves, rather
than teaching them what to
think. Our world is changing so
fast that much of the curriculum we traditionally taught in
Primary school is irrelevant to living and working in the 21st century by the time they leave high
school. Teaching children how
to analyse, problem-solve and
make confident decisions is vital if we are to equip them for a
successful future. Children learn
when they are having fun and
the knowledge they construct
themselves, is more meaningful
and better retained. To this end,
children should be encouraged

EN AVANT

to explore freely, investigate
thoroughly and grapple with
problems to find solutions.
What is your vision for DSG Junior?
I am extremely excited about
the future of DSG Junior. We
have many new initiatives in the
pipeline including the campus
environment, our EdTech programme and an Arts Festival
which we hope to make a recurring event.
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What is the most important lesson/experience you wish for
each young learner to walk
away with, after their time in the
DSG Junior School?

What do you enjoy most about
being part of the DSG family or
your best experience thus far?

-

Could you tell us about the culture you have created within the
Junior School boarding house?

-

-

-

When you get a chance to
have a break in your very busy
schedule, what do you enjoy doing in your spare time?

-

-

EN AVANT

If you could give yourself one
piece of advice when you were
the age of those you teach,
what would it be?

