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WEEK AHEAD

4 August

12:00 Final Assembly and
Prize Giving (Girls only)

VALUE GRACE

5 August
Travel Day

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
We come to the end of our unusual Trinity Term
with a collective sigh of relief! The Junior School has
weathered the storm with grace, and we are ready
for a leisurely break to recuperate and prepare
ourselves for our return in September.
Grace has many meanings and contexts. It can be
defined as smoothness and elegance of movement;
courteous good will; or the quality of being pleasantly
polite and the willingness to be fair and honest. It is
a quality for which I pray often. Not the smoothness
and elegance of movement – that ship has sailed!
– but the quality of being pleasantly polite and the
willingness to be fair and honest.
Whenever I hear the word ‘grace’, I think of ‘grace
under fire’ – a military expression referring to the
ability to be cool, calm and collected, even in stressful
situations. The pandemic and subsequent lockdown
has placed all of us under fire and our emotions are
mixed and many. Anger, anxiety, helplessness and
despair are just a few that we, and those around us,
might be feeling. Recognising the emotions we are
experiencing is the first step to dealing calmly with a
difficult situation.
Many
of
our
circumstances
at the moment
are beyond our
control, but how
we react and how
we deal with our
stress, is up to
us. Being mindful
of the way we
treat others and
how we react
to our friends,
colleagues
and
family members
is a small way that
we can minimise
frustration
and
irritation, to avoid

adding to the burden that we are all, in some way,
carrying right now.
We wish you all grace this holiday, and pray that
others will be gracious to you in return.
Keep calm and En Avant!
MS JANE RITCHIE
MS ANGIE GOODEN
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I have also loved holding the DSG Family Services which
have involved pupils, staff, and parents, praying for the
school together. I would like to invite you to our last Family
Eucharist Service on Sunday 2 August.

DSG Family Eucharist
& Thanksgiving
Date: 2 August 2020
Time: 18h30
Platform: Zoom
Access: Click here
Meeting ID: 947 6959 7319
Passcode: 339343
Additional Information:
Those who would like to receive
communion to please prepare
some bread and wine/juice.

REV’S LOCKDOWN EXPERIENCES
With every passing day, it is becoming more and more clear
that life beyond Covid-19 will never be the same again.
Looking back at where we have come from, many things
have changed, some good while others are not so good.
We are indeed social beings. From the conversations
I have had when I chance to meet staff members or the
girls, the most common feeling has been that of loss of
being together as a family, the occasional hug or simply
having a close-up conversation with each other. While we
understand and follow the Covid-19 regulations, it is clear
that we were not created for social distancing. I have also
missed having a full Chapel, packed with girls and staff, all
singing our favourite DSG songs together with joy! The staff
and pupils have been very religious at wearing their masks,
but this has meant that we miss each other’s smiles.
However, there have been many highlights emanating from
this period. The pandemic has forced us to slow down our
lives. This has been of much help, not only to us as human
beings, but to the environment as well. I have particularly
enjoyed spending more time with my family and taking
either morning or evening walks more often than before.
Another highlight has been the way this situation has
catapulted us into the 4th Industrial Revolution. The fact
that I have had to conduct all the Chapel services virtually
meant that everybody regardless of location, was able to
take part in our services. It has been beautiful to see girls
leading us either in prayer or a scripture reading, from
various parts of the country, and even from other countries.

And so, while we need to take lessons from our past, we
do not need to remain stuck in history. We have seen
how inadequate we are and how God has continued to
work behind the scenes to solve our problems during the
Coronavirus pandemic. Isaiah 43: 18-21 put it very well
when he wrote:
This is what the LORD says,
“Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old
history. Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something
brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?
There it is! I’m making a road through the wilderness,
rivers in the deserts.
Wild animals will say ‘Thank you!’ Coyotes and ostriches
will praise me because I provided water in the desert,
rivers through the sun-baked earth, drinking water for the
people I chose, the people I made especially for myself, a
people custom-made to praise me!”
So, as we continue to venture into the unknown, even
when it may seem like a ‘desert’ at the moment, may we
rely on God completely and let him work out the wondrous
plans he has for each of us.
Wishing you all a restful holiday. May you continue to see
God’s goodness.
REV RACHEL

Music
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Gr. 4
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In D&T this term, the Grade 4s built their
own weaving looms and used it to make
a beaded bracelet, with beautiful results.
This project was a real test of fine motor
skills and the girls rose perfectly to the
challenge.
MS JOHA DREYER

During ‘Appreciation of the
Arts’ week, the girls depicted
a song in visual art.

Book Characters:
Zara - Zara from Tinkerbell
Mia - Hermione
Joy - Elsa from Frozen
Natasha - Demon dentist
Mso - Bat girl
Bella - Hermione
Abi - Anne of Green Gables
Cwenga - Cinderella
Judy - Moody Judy

Gr. 5
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The Grade 5s created some lovely artwork depicting their favourite songs. Pictured
are: Ruby Painting (Sunflower), Lucy Holderness (Eastside), Megan Wienekus (Cut
To The Feeling).

Book Characters
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Characters

Book

Gr. 5

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Birthday girls, remember to
have your photo taken for
the newsletter.

Eliza-

1 AUGUST
MEGAN MARX
4 AUGUST
JAIME MOTE
2 AUGUST
MCKENZIE DELL
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GRADE 6
Last week the Grade 6s recorded
their own press conferences. We
spent time discussing and learning about female world leaders
who have handled the pandemic
well and what goes into creating
a vaccine or cure.

The girls then imagined that they were phenomenal female presidents or scientists
who had discovered a vaccine or cure for
the COVID-19 virus.
They addressed the media and answered
pertinent questions.
MS MEGAN THERON

In our NS lesson we learnt about food chains
and food webs. Here you see the girls busily
completing their food chain pyramids.
MS NOSI LUKHELE

Gr 7
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The Grade 7s have been busy with a project on
Population Explosion.
They have explored the effects of overpopulation on
Housing, Transport and Health.
MS TANDI
FERREIRA
MS JANE
RITCHIE

The Grange
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Dear Parents
The boarders had a fabulous weekend at the Monastery and begged to be allowed
to stay longer. They were treated to rock climbing with Graham Carlson, and all of
them showed courage tackling the daunting cliff face above the dorms. Even Mama
Ritch and Ms Twani gave it a go and I can tell you it is much harder than the kids
make it look!
Climbing was followed by exploring and later a braai around the campfire, complete
with roasted marshmallows. After an invigorating hike on Sunday, it was back to
DSG to prepare ourselves for the last week of school.
Thank you Mr York for the most delicious food, relaxing atmosphere and comfortable beds. We would love to visit again soon!
MS JANE RITCHIE

29 JULY
KIANGA KUBEDI
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Photo Competition

Second Place
Emily Palmer - Late Bloomer

First Place
Abigail Holderness - Flowers
Elizabeth Searle
- Rose Water

Bontle Ramokolo

