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WEEK AHEAD
27 JULY

9.30 Assembly

28 JULY

Grade 7 Art Day

VALUE RESPONSIBILITY

29 JULY

9.30 Chapel
14:00 Music Concert On-line

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Mrs Gooden’s assembly this week focused on
responsibility. She spoke of our obligations as
friends, as DSG pupils and as community members.
It prompted me to reflect on our responsibility as
educators.
The growing debate this week regarding the closure
of schools is not unique to South Africa. Many
countries across the globe have disputed the benefits
of children staying home due to rising infection rates.
While this makes sense in the face of lockdown and
social distancing, for many children, staying at home
does not mean keeping safe.
Widespread school closures come with devastating
costs. Factors that are usually modified through
school attendance, now pose greater risk to many
children who suffer abuse, neglect, exploitation and
violence. Parents who have returned to work may
not have adequate childcare for children at home,
and those parents working from home may find it
difficult to do so with children in the house.
Closure of schools has meant children are unable to
see their friends, as well as a disruption to their usual
education routine, and mental health needs have
become more apparent. School closures impact kids’
health in many ways. Pupils who are not at school
are more likely to be sedentary and experience
weight gain. Many also lose access to daily nutrition
as millions of children the world over rely on meals
provided at schools.
Closing
schools
will
increase the socioeconomic
achievement
gap
and
exacerbate social inequalities, the effects of which will
persist for years. Even those
with access to computers
and internet are not
learning in the same way.
Schools provide more than
just academics to children
and adolescents. They learn

social and emotional skills, get exercise and access
to mental health support and other services that
cannot be provided by online learning.
A medical report published by WHO, based on
data from several countries across the world,
confirms that ‘Children are unlikely to be the
main drivers of the pandemic. Opening up schools
and kindergartens is unlikely to impact COVID-19
mortality rates in older people. Data on viral loads
were scarce, but indicated that children may have
lower levels than adults, partly because they often
have fewer symptoms, and this should decrease the
transmission risk. Household transmission studies
showed that children were rarely the index case and
case studies suggested that children with COVID-19
seldom caused outbreaks.’
This should bring us comfort, but many schools have
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not been provided with even the most basic equipment
necessary to prevent the spread of Covid-19, and
those with co-morbidities are right to fear infection.
I am optimistic though, as I have noticed that, as our
president pointed out last night, although we have one
of the highest Covid-19 infection rates in the world, we
also have one of the lowest death rates.
I commend and applaud all teachers who have returned
to school to shoulder the responsibility of caring for
and educating our children, regardless of their fears
for their own health. I am especially grateful for the
incredible team of
educators we have
in the Junior School.
They are innovative,
d e d i c a t e d ,
compassionate
and flexible. And
all of them hugely
courageous!
En Avant!
MS JANE RITCHIE
MRS ANGIE
GOODEN

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Lately, the media has mostly been reporting negative news, but Morning Live on Wednesday had a good news story that
caught my attention. Eighty-year-old Gogo Ndlovu had recovered from Covid-19. The SABC had been alerted to this miracle
and the Broadcaster was there to interview Gogo Ndlovu and her grandson. They took a video of her dancing with joy outside
the Hospital. The story lifted the spirits of many people across the country and they quickly took to Twitter. Presenters Leanne
Manas and Sakina Kamwendo read out a couple of these tweets and a few got my attention:
Lindikhaya wrote: “Wow! She’s giving hope to other grannies out there.”
Zukiswa Kota had this to say: “The interview with Gogo Ndlovu was such a treat!”
Then Qolani wrote: “Proof to us that Covid-19 can be beaten.”
Elevation Room added: “A beautiful story. Really cheered me up.”
And Pam also said this: “Gogo is a living testimony that we can fight this together. We will defeat this unknown enemy.”
This story set the mood for my day. I started to intentionally look for the positive side of things. Not always easy especially when
you are going through a tough patch in life. That is why having the Lord on one’s side is of paramount importance. When things
take a wrong turn, you know you are not alone. I am reminded of the chorus we used to sing in Sunday School:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.
I am also reminded of this verse: Jesus said (to his disciples): “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
May you keep your eyes on Jesus even when the storms are raging. He has authority over all things. He will change your
situation according to his beautiful plan for you.
Many Blessings!
REV RACHEL

Sport
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Gr. 4
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Our device inventors dressed up to persuade us to buy their products and the Grade 4s spent time
working and playing industriously in the winter sun.
MS LISA MICKLEWRIGHT

Gr. 5
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In Integrated Studies this week the grade 5s explored the Senses and did some project work, collaborating with the
overboarder girls. The girls’ group work diplomacy and IT skills in the Print Room Reception area should be admired.
Ms Judy Paul

Gr. 6

Skits and Art
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Gr 7
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The Grange
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Dear Parents
The girls were treated to an exciting line up of activities by Ms Makeba
and Ms Twani last weekend. They competed in obstacle races with a
treasure hunt in the dark on Saturday night.
On Sunday they had a general knowledge competition, played a four
square tournament and wrote letters to Mama Joyce to thank her for
her hard work in The Grange.
MS JANE RITCHIE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

25 JULY
SARAH LLOYD
IZY MURRAY

27 JULY

28 JULY
ASI VENA

31 JULY
ELIZABETH SEARLE

MRS ANGIE GOODEN

Birthday girls, remember to have your photo
taken for the newsletter.

29 JULY
KIANGA KUBEDI

DSG Junior School | 24 JULY 2020

Community Engagement

Ms Merran Roy collected the third installment of eco-bottles from the DSG Junior school this week. Some of the
Grade 7 girls helped to load the bottles in her car. The total number of eco-bottles produced by our girls since 2018
is 473. This year, the Grade 4s are leading the competition, with 75 bottles, while the Grade 7s are a close second
with 42 bottles. Well done, girls! MRS ANGIE GOODEN

Dear Parents
During lockdown, I was taking rubbish to the dump in Grahamstown twice a week and I noticed how the people
would dig through the bags to find food and search for any items they could sell for recycling. I decided to bring
food to as many of them as possible through the support of the St Andrews and DSG staff. The numbers at the
dump were about 35 people and we provided for them twice a week. As lockdown continued, people became more
desperate and the numbers increased to
over 90 people.
Through the generosity of various people
at the three schools I have managed to
continue this food scheme twice a week.
The leftover tea break food donated from
DSG Junior helps the project and is an
amazing opportunity to assist those who
are less fortunate and are struggling more
than normal during this time.
“Making a small difference, one sandwich
at a time”
Thank you
Mr Grant Mackenzie

