Junior School
NEWSLETTER
19 JUNE 2020

WEEK AHEAD

20 JUNE

Online Hockey and Netball Clinics

VALUE

22 JUNE

9.30 Assembly

24 JUNE
9.30 Chapel

DEAR PARENTS, GIRLS AND
FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
This little quote from LR Knost, award-winning author,
feminist, and social justice activist, made its way into my
social media newsfeed and struck a chord with me.

RESPONSIBILITY

them to become responsible, concerned, empathetic
and proactive global citizens is not one that we take
lightly. These girls with their boundless potential are our
prospective leaders, mothers of the next generation and
our hope for the future. How lucky we are to have a hand
in their education and how mindful we must be of our
impact in their lives.
As Ms Knost observes, acting intentionally is the key to
making meaningful changes in the world. I encourage you
not only to be the light, but to intentionally seek the light.
We need, now more than ever, to notice and celebrate
courage, kindness and integrity, for this is the model we
must hold up to our children.
We wish you a weekend filled with grace and restoration.

In many ways, our world seems broken right now. The
raging pandemic, poverty, intolerance, racism and
bullying cast their shadows in all corners of the globe.
In our own little microcosm however, the returning girls
have been the light we have been waiting for. The air
is crisp, bright and light, filled with the sound of happy
children as our little school continues to swell with the
arrival of Grades 4, 5 and 6.
We have embraced change with the reopening of the
campus, exploring new ways to keep the girls interested
and engaged despite the restrictions in place. I am so
excited to see how teachers have adapted to interacting at
a safe distance, while making learning in these conditions
fun. We were worried that the girls would struggle to sit
at their own desks all day, keeping within their ‘bubble’
to avoid close contact with anyone. With that in mind,
teachers have sought innovative solutions, making use of
the versatile spaces we are so lucky to have access to.
Gorgeous, sunny days have lured us onto the lawn where
lap tables have come in handy for teaching in large
circles. Science experiments have been carried out in
the amphitheatre, an area ideal for demonstrations and
messy work. Circles have been painted on the field to
demarcate proper social distancing during sport, and
the girls are loving the diversification of the physical
education programme.
I have reflected often this week, how fortunate I am to
have found my vocation as a teacher. These children that
we have the privilege of caring for indeed spread light in
a dark world. The responsibility of guiding and assisting

MS JANE RITCHIE
MRS ANGIE GOODEN
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Patience is a virtue that is difficult to exercise. Yet there’s
hardly a day which passes without some kind of waiting
required. We wait for lifts, in queues and now we wait for
the end of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Genesis 6 tells of Noah’s story. Noah and his family had to
wait more than six months for the ground to dry before
they could exit the ark. And so, like them, we remain in
our bubbles and wait patiently for the day this shall be
over.
Psalm 130 verse 5 reads: “I wait for the Lord, my whole
being waits, and in his word I put my hope,” NIV. God’s
word offers us many promises, it gives us hope, making
our waiting worthwhile.
What are you waiting for of late? Where have you placed
your hope? It is my prayer that the next time we have to
wait for something, we do not see it as wasted time, but
rather as an opportunity to strengthen our belief in God’s
promises.
Blessings!
REV RACHEL
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Our values tree is complete at last with the addition of Responsibility and Integrity.
Assembly this week was a brief reflection on the reason why we celebrate Youth
Day, and what our role should be in response to the youth protests in 1976.
We were reminded of the sacrifice made by those children 44 years ago so that
today we are free to stand up for what is right and lobby for changes that help
everyone.
With the freedom to use our
voices comes responsibility
for our thoughts, words and
actions. We are accountable
to ourselves and others
for what we think, say and
do and should never hurt
anyone in the process.
Responsibility comes in many
forms and the girls reflected
on their responsibility and
accountability for their
health, their belongings,
their learning, their chores
at home and at school and
their own choices.
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DEAR PARENTS

Thank you to everyone who left the warmth of their
house to join us in the K-Day celebration challenge last
weekend.
With the return of most of our girls the atmosphere
during Active Lifestyle has been vibrant in nature!
Our Grade 4s and 5s were challenged to design simple
exercise routines, applying the knowledge they have
gained from their daily sessions. The girls exceded
our expectations and it is wonderful to see proof that
our girls are not only growing stronger physically, but
also spiritually and mentally. This is portrayed in the
confidence they display during the sessions.
Some of the girls have grown so much in confidence that
they are able to lead a session with their peers. Well done
to Shae Openshaw, who instructed the Grade 7s for a 15
minute yoga session this week. We love to see girls taking
ownership of their learning!

MS AYA SOWAZI

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Please remember our knitting competition ends on 30
June. Deliver your squares, beanies and dolls to Mrs
Gooden to gain points for your house.
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K-DAY CHALLENGE
In a last-minute surge of contributions, especially from those taking
on longer distances over the course of the day, our total distance
reached 8300 kilometers.
This has taken our progress well past our ‘Cape to Cairo’ target,
across the Mediterranean Sea, through Turkey and into Greece!
Almost 800 contributions have now been recorded from individuals
and family groups.
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Well done to all on an exceptional effort!

83

Club of the Week

General Knowledge
t.ferreira@dsgschool.com
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

20 JUNE
SUKOLUHLE QOMFO

Check out the Learning Hub (or click here) for
more details on our exciting range of Clubs on
offer. Look out for updates every week!

23 JUNE
AMAHLE GULA
JOY NGESI

26 JUNE
MEA COETZER

Back to School!
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Wacky Wednesday!!
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