Junior School
NEWSLETTER
12 JUNE 2020

WEEK AHEAD

VALUE

13 JUNE
Online Hockey and Netball Clinics

FORGIVENESS

15 JUNE
Grade 4, 5 & 6 return
Assembly 9.30am

DEAR PARENTS, GIRLS AND FRIENDS OF THE
SCHOOL
How wonderful it has been to have our lovely, excited, vivacious girls back on campus! The school feels alive with
vitality and buzzes with hope and the promise of happy times to come. The sound of laughter has been balm to our
hearts and has lifted our spirits. Being able to see our girls and teach a room full of children rather than screens has
motivated us as educators and renewed our energy. Although we are sad that not all of our girls can return just yet,
those that are here will carry us through the term and this unfamiliar ‘new normal’. I hope that our girls online will
feel the change in dynamics and that they too will experience renewed vigour and excitement for the term ahead.
Strict protocol has been put in place, which the girls are slowly getting used to. The extra-small classes have been
a blessing, as it makes it easy to reconnect profoundly with our pupils, a handful at a time, ensuring individual attention
the
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girls and the Grade 7s need regular reminding that as much as we are protecting ourselves with these precautions,
more importantly, we are protecting others around us. The masks and constant sanitising have certainly not put a
damper on their enthusiasm or liveliness and despite only having some 30-something girls on campus, the walls are
reverberating with their excited calls and zealous participation in ‘real life’ lessons.
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Have a wonderful weekend and
keep warm!
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--

Our tree has borne more fruit in
the form of Compassion and Community and the values that go
hand in hand with these two principles, such as forgiveness, generosity and empathy. We hope that
our girls will take these values to
heart and choose kindness over
judgement, choose to forgive,
understand and empathise, and
remain open-minded as they mature.
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We are looking forward to a cosy
weekend in the boarding house
with hot chocolate and board
games as the cold front engulfs us.
Luckily bright, sunny, if chilly, days
are predicted so the girls will have
the opportunity to soak up a few
rays of winter sun while playing
with Simba, picnicking or simply
catching up in the (very) fresh air!
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FOR THE GIRLS
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
The Sunday before Half Term saw the DSG family
holding a corporate virtual prayer gathering which
was attended by a wide range of the DSG family. In
attendance was the Bishop of Grahamstown Diocese,
the Right Revd Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali, members of
the DSG Council, the DSG Head of school, the senior
management, both the academic and support staff,
members of the DSG Guild, parents and current pupils. The technology we now have at our disposal enabled people from various parts of the world to take
part in the prayer via zoom and a great family connection was evident in that space. Thank you to everyone
who managed to attend.
We felt the need to call for this corporate prayer, to
pray for the prevailing situation as a family. Knowing
that we serve an all Powerful, all Knowing and all Present God, we can entrust him with anything.
The need for prayer never ends, more so during such
a time as this. And so, we shall be having more of
these virtual corporate prayer gatherings once we
have got all the girls back at school. This will allow an
opportunity for parents to continue to pray together
with their daughters as well as the school at large.
Please watch this space for more details.
Talking about prayer, one of our parents, Franci Ellis
has initiated and started a group for parents to pray
for our school and this is what she wrote:
“We are excited to have started a DSG Parents Prayer
Group called Parents who Pray. Now more than ever,
we want to partner with others as they pray for our
DSG community. No matter how far away we are from
our girls and their school, our prayers are powerful.”
Please contact Franci Ellis (083 611 5859) or myself,
Rev Rachel (r.ssekimpi@dsgschool.com), to join our
WhatsApp group.

Meanwhile, in the midst of so much sadness and fear
happening around us, we continue to thank God for
being good. The grade 7s and 12s have had a successful week since returning to school, albeit to a ‘new
normal’. The girls have bravely embraced the changes
and have been helpful in pointing out areas that need
tweaking. By the time we get the last group of girls
back, the system should be more user friendly.
During Chapel this week, we were reminded of the
many good things that this virus has brought to the
surface. Such as the way our lives were forced to slow
down, affording time for families to connect more;
nature too is rejoicing as there has been far less pollution and animals have seen more freedom to move
around. There’s so much to be thankful for and I want
to echo the words of the Psalmist who gives thanks to
God saying: “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with
praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the
Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” Psalm 100:
1, 4-5. Think about the many good things that your
family is grateful for lately and give God all the glory.
May you continue to live under God’s protection and
love.
Many blessings!
REV RACHEL

Grade 4 Dolls Houses

We can’t wait to see these creations in real life!
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Mso Bodlani created an imaginative dolls’ house from
recycled household waste.
Abi Meihuizen went the extra mile and used tongue
depressors to create a roof and even a ladder up to the
front door. Look at the details of her match-box furniture.

Lilly Lange’s beautiful creation. Her double-storey
dolls’ house is complete with creepers growing on
the walls. So imaginative and oozing creativity.

Bella Cuyler’s Lilliput Lavendar house
showcased a mansion for fairies. Ms Mick
wants to know when she can move in.

Zara Burchell created a double- storey house with flair;
it even had furniture created from recycled toilet rolls.

Tash White has spent ages creating this beautiful double storey
dolls’ house. It is a real work of art, complete with details like
mirrors, a television, a bath and a stove.

Grade 4 continued
Lilly has been very
busy baking almost
daily at home. Here
she is baking scones.
She even created
a google slide
presentation of her
baking session.

Thank you Bella for
inspiring us for sharing
your writing with us and
for inspiring us to be
courageous.

Grade 5
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Grade 6
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On Tuesday last week, the Grade 6s dressed to the theme “There’s something on your head!”
Here they are hard at work, reading in a cozy nook or being creative at home.

Grade 7
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This week, about 30 grade 7s returned, bravely paving the way for the rest of the school.
We can’t wait to welcome back many more of our girls on Monday 15 June.

Photo Competition
Anne Cuthbert - Blue Skies and Paradise

TOP THREE
THE MONTH OF MAY
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Ezriela Meya

Emily Palmer - Orange Sunset
Rachel van Vuuren - Sunset Lover

June’S Theme: “WINTER IS COMING”

Rachel van Vuuren - Drops of Hope

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg - Brrr it’s cold

SPORT
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ACTIVE LIFESTYLE
DEAR PARENTS

The excitement and eagerness of our ‘back to school’ Grade
7 group about participating in the Active Lifestyle programme this week has been incredible. When I asked the
girls if they would rather be exercising at home or at school,
the reply was: “Most definitely at school!” These words were
reflected in their actions, as I had minimal complaints about
engaging in the various activities. Meanwhile, our girls at
home continued with their usual online sessions. We can’t
wait to see more of our girls at school next week!
The programme at school requires no sports equipment.
However, the girls are required to bring the following to
school:
• sport kit or a tracksuit,
• yoga mat or towel,
• training shoes and a water bottle,
• comfortable pants for the yoga sessions.
Although sporting fixtures been cancelled temporarily, we
will be having Inter House challenges and virtual challenges
against other schools.
The first virtual challenge will take place this weekend on
Saturday, where the four schools - St Andrews College, DSG,
Kingswood and St Andrews Prep - will join forces to celebrate
K-Day 2020. Please join in on the fun! For more information
and to follow the event, please click on the following link:
www.https://bit.ly/K-Day2020.

Let us
celebrate
K-DAY 2020
by making it
count!

MS AYA SOWAZI
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

four schools - one goal

UNITED

Saturday 13 June 08h00-16h00
UNITED

All boys and girls, staff and their families are invited to join us this Saturday,
to celebrate what would have been K-Day 2020. Don your running shoes or
climb on your bike and go the distance, every kilometer counts! You have
8 hours in which to clock up your mileage – St Andrew’s College, Prep, The
DSG and Kingswood College hope that together, we can go on a virtual
trip around the world and cover at least 40 000km. We encourage you to
challenge each other, dress up in your respective supporter’s gear and share
your pics with us.
For more information and to follow the event on any of the schools’ Facebook pages:
https://bit.ly/K-Day2020

#KDay2020

CLUBS

Check out the Learning Hub (or click here) for
more details on our exciting range of Clubs on
JUNE
2020
DSG
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offer.
Look
out for
updates
week!

KNITTING CHALLENGE &
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Club of the Week
Learn to Crochet

What better activity to learn this winter than how
to crochet? Begin by learning to crochet Granny
Squares, which you can donate to our community engagement challenge to help keep someone
warm this winter.
Once you have got the hang of it, join Ms Ritchie
in learning how to crochet scarves and beanies.

Candice and Casey Joubert have
been knitting up a storm!

REMINDERS & EVENTS

1. Knitted squares, dolls and beanies should be brought to school as soon as possible – the end
of June is the deadline. Thank you for those already sent in. The leading house at present is
Jade.
2. All day girls returning to school will be charged for lunch at school unless their parents let the
school know otherwise.
3. Please follow the link to view 11 June Senior Open Concert on YouTube, starting at 5.30pm:
https://youtu.be/_03DwDuXNPM
4. Please follow the link for K-Day this Saturday:
https://bit.ly/K-Day2020

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

12 JUNE
REBECCA JONES

15 JUNE
SIBA MATEBESE

16 JUNE
MRS JUDY PAUL

17 JUNE
LAYLA BOTHA

