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WEEK AHEAD

VALUE

30 MAY Hockey and Netball Clinics
31 MAY Hot Choc and Prayers

RISK
DSG TAKING
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1 JUNE Assembly 8.30am
3 JUNE Half Term

DEAR PARENTS, GIRLS AND FRIENDS OF THE
SCHOOL
As you can see, our oak tree has sprouted leaves and has
started to bear ‘fruit’. While adding the values we have
chosen to nurture in our girls, I was reminded that ‘risktaking’ was one of the character strengths we selected.
It got me thinking about the very real phenomenon of
teaching boys to be brave but teaching girls to be perfect.
As a society we tend to encourage boys to be risk-takers,
to be daring and not to show fear. We are more protective of our girls and, as a result, they are more cautious.
This term is the ideal opportunity to teach our girls to be
risk-takers. To inspire them to explore,to
investigate and to experiment
boldly and fearlessly. We
must teach them not to
avoid risk and failure,
but to embrace it.
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The world needs more problem solvers. If we can
teach our girls to have the courage to take risks, attempt new things, make their own decisions and
find solutions to challenges unfamiliar to them, we
will have achieved far greater success than anything
set out in the national curriculum. Young women
with the confidence to fail and the courage to
persevere will have the world at their feet.
We wish you all a restful
half term break and
look forward to welcoming our girls
back very soon to
explore,
experiment, fail, develop,
grow and succeed!

MS JANE RITCHIE
MRS ANGIE
GOODEN
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It is essential that we encourage them to do things
that scare them, things at which they may not at first
succeed, for that is how we learn, improve and grow.
Winston Churchill once said that success is not final,
failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.
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FOR THE GIRLS
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Attending several zoom meetings lately, I have felt
so proud of belonging to this institution. The plans
to prepare for the opening of our campus again have
been mind-blowing! A big thank you to the DSG Head
of School, the Heads of Prep and College, our brother
schools, the school Council members, the Senior Management, the Wellness committee, and anybody else
who has been central to the planning of our new model
of running the school. They have worked overtime to
produce an amazing document detailing our new way of
life on the DSG campus.
And so, we start our journey to return to school. It will
never be the same again and the sooner we realize this
the better for each of us. We shall all have to travel
this new road of learning to live with each other, but in
a new way. Daily screening, wearing of masks, keeping
our distances have already become the norm. The good
thing is that we are in this together. The task is upon
each of us to make this work. Already, our staff and the
girls have shown many creative ways of doing things differently. Take for example, the way they have embraced
online learning, exercising, entertainment, and the like!
Our parents too deserve an accolade for the way they
have so swiftly come on board adding home schooling
to their busy schedule. We are indeed very grateful!
In all this, prayer has been central to our dealings and
we have been able to witness God’s goodness to us. All

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://dsgschool.zoom.us/j/92385776977?pwd=UWR
FSFgzaEo1NUJpK1BHOWFUVTMxUT09
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our children travelled safely back home at the start of
lockdown and they have enjoyed the protection and
care of their parents and guardians, making this long
period tolerable.
I was also encouraged by the announcement by our
president, Cyril Ramaphosa, calling for a National Day
of Prayer on the 31st of May. This not only showed him
as a God-fearing leader, but one who knew that the
problems we are faced with, can only be managed by
God, through corporate prayer - a very wise call. God’s
promise states: “Because they love Me, I will deliver
them; because they know My name, I will protect them.
When they call out to me, I will answer them; I will be
with them in trouble, I will deliver and honour them
(Psalm 91:15).
And so, we continue to ask God for wisdom, for travel
mercies as girls return to school, for peace of mind for
those who will be staying at home and joining us virtually, and for protection of all our pupils, staff and parents. On our own, we can only do so much, but with
God, all things are possible.
Please diarize the 31st May and join us in our Corporate
prayer. We trust God for a breakthrough.
May you be encouraged. Stay safe, stay blessed!

REV RACHEL

Freaky Friday with Grade 4
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FOR THE GIRLS
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This week the Grade 4s made their own paper.

FROM THIS...

...TO THIS!

FOR THE GIRLS
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Photography Competition

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

Voting form will be available on the Learning Hub

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg
Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg
Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

Ezriela Meya

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

Amorė Jansen Van Rensburg

SPORT
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ACTIVE LIFESTYLE
DEAR PARENTS

We started Term 2 with optional Active Lifestyle classes and
I am extremely impressed by how many of our girls chose
to participate in the sessions. This is a promising indication
that our girls are likely to lead active lifestyles when they
leave school.
After half-term, Active Lifestyle will be compulsory for all the
girls. We have chosen to use a holistic approach to wellness,
which will focus on the physical skills as well as strengthening the mind and enriching the soul. Our timetable will be
posted on our Junior School Learning Hub as well as on the
various sport Google Classrooms.
Please check the Learning Hub for weekly changes and ensure that the girls have sporting attire at school everyday. No
equipment will be required at this stage. We will keep you
informed should there be any changes.
Enjoy the break, I am looking forward to seeing the girls
after half-term!

MS AYA SOWAZI
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

CLUBS

Club of the Week
Just Dance

Check out the Learning Hub (or click here) for
more details on our exciting range of Clubs on
MAYweek!
2020
DSG
Junior
School
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offer.
Look
out for
updates

Check out Rachel van Vuuren’s super cool Tik Tok moves on the
Learning Hub and see if you can move to the music like she does!
Submit your videos to Ms Herring
b.herring@dsgschool.com

CREATIVE
GIRLS
HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

4 JUNE
GEMMA GROBLER
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KNITTING CHALLENGE & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The ‘Dolls of Blessing’ knitting pattern in the newsletter at the beginning
of lock down was inserted in the hope that some folks would take up the
challenge. These dolls are rather special. They are little and can almost fit
into the palm of your hand. They seem to turn out differently when someone different knits them and, in fact, every single one it is unique. Rather
like the people who receive them.
At many schools and in many communities across South Africa, as well as
all over the world, the crime of child trafficking is of growing concern. The
Operation Mobilization organization is a non-governmental organization
which is trying to empower children in the East London area and to help
them understand that they are God’s perfect creation and that they are
not for sale. Each child receives a doll as a reminder of their perfection and
uniqueness.
One family in the wider DSG family took the doll knitting challenge to
heart, creating one doll for each day of the lock down period. They made
it a family affair and together have given precious hope to many children.
Their amazing act of love has the potential to reach and teach children
they may never meet but whose lives could be saved as a result. Thank
you Lynn and Keanin!
As the weather has become colder in the Eastern Cape the need for warm
blankets has been brought to our attention. The DSG community engagement team were able to deliver 10 more ‘home grown’ creations. A massive thank you to the team of blanket creators who are working behind the
scenes – in particular, Mrs Vanessaa McKay, Mrs Margaret Barnard, Mrs
Judy Paul and Mrs Margie Rogers who have been on the job since school
closed.
Girls, don’t forget to send me what you have made to add to the tally.

MS ANGIE GOODEN
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