Junior School
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15 MAY 2020

WEEK AHEAD

VALUE

16 MAY Hockey and Netball Clinics
17 MAY Hot Choc and Prayers

GRATITUDE

18 MAY Assembly 8.30am
20 MAY Chapel 8.30am

DEAR PARENTS, GIRLS AND FRIENDS OF THE
SCHOOL
The start of term has been bitter sweet. It is wonderful to see the girls’ familiar and happy faces but how
we all wish we could give them a hug and have them
sitting right in front of us! Humans are social animals
and many of us crave interaction with our friends, colleagues and pupils. However, for now we must make
do with the cheerful, cheeky grins arrayed on the
screens of our laptops and iPads.
We are fortunate that technology has enabled us to
connect so tangibly with our girls and, without doubt,
it has been invaluable in making the task of distance
learning far richer than many in our country are
experiencing right now. Our teachers have explored,
researched, tried, tested and shared an incredible
number of apps, programs and videos in the quest to
provide the best possible online learning program for
the DSG Junior girls.
The girls’ enthusiasm, gratitude and eager interaction
has been our reward and we feel sure that they will
emerge victorious from this challenge, with a greater
appreciation for the more important things in life.
Thank you for all the messages of support and encouragement at this time. En Avant!

MS JANE RITCHIE
MS ANGIE GOODEN

John 13: 14 “Now that I have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet.”
At the last supper, Jesus poured water into a basin and
washed the disciples’ feet, a very humbling action. The
master, washing his servants’ feet! Jesus then instructed
the disciples to follow his example.
How can we wash each other’s feet? One can do so either
at home or in church (the Anglican church normally does
this on Maundy Thursday). But the analogy can be extended to things we can do for each other. To care for the less
privileged people around us; cheer up a friend who is unhappy; laugh with those who are happy; help explain difficult schoolwork to a classmate; or feed the hungry. In other
words, make somebody else’s life better than you found
them. We can all become servants to somebody out there.
This is exactly what the DSG/College/Prep community has
been doing since lockdown started. Various people have
donated money, food, clothing items and books to 110 families that we have chosen to help during this lockdown. A
big thank you to all who have contributed towards this worthy cause. There may be other people near you who need
help. Jesus asks us all to be servants.
Enjoy the Servant song by Cassie Thompson here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMCaPGozu90

May you be blessed as you bless others!

REV RACHEL

FOR THE GIRLS
Hot Choc and Prayers on Sundays
On Sundays at 5pm, the boarders usually have prayers in The
Grange as we prepare for a new school week and give thanks
for a wonderful weekend. We are inviting all of our girls boarders and day scholars - to join Ms Claasen in The Grange
on Sunday evenings at 5pm, for prayers and a chat. Don’t forget to bring your hot chocolate!
Ms Claasen will meet you in the DSG Junior School Learners
and Teachers Google Classroom where you have
assembly and chapel.

Don’t forget to
enter the Photo
Competition.
You can find
details on the
Learning Hub or
click here.

WELL DONE TO THE GRADE FIVES FOR

FIRST |CLASS
TO 2020
COMPLETE
15 MAY
DSGBEING
JuniorTHE
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THE SURVEY ON PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT.
YOUR PRIZE WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU WHEN
WE RETURN TO SCHOOL!

SPORT
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KEEPING FIT AT HOME
DEAR PARENTS
Our sport lessons this term began with our very first live
session, which was quite exciting for both the girls and
myself. It is such a delight to be able to engage with the
girls again and to see their beautiful smiles and faces via
Google Meet.
Although we are only a few days into our new term, our
girls have been working hard and keeping active in the
mornings to get their minds fresh and ready to tackle their
daily school tasks. These sessions include body conditioning and fitness challenges. Daily lessons will take the form
of either live contact sessions or recorded videos and
instructions to guide the girls through their exercise
routine.
We will also be running hockey and netball clinics on Saturday mornings, which will take the same format. The
clinics will focus on sport-specific fitness, and drills to
improve technique.
Please keep the photos coming, it is wonderful to see
parents taking up the challenge too!

MS AYA SOWAZI
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

Don’t forget to keep counting your
steps for the Everest Challenge!
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Fitness challenge

SPORT
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https://sites.google.com/dsgschool.com/dsgsport/

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
17 MAY
LILLY LANGE

18 MAY
SINOVUYO ADAM
ALIZWA BAM

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries

CLUBS

Check out the Learning Hub (or click here) for
more details on our exciting range of Clubs on
MAYweek!
2020
DSG
Junior
School
| 15every
offer.
Look
out for
updates

Ms Theron’s - 5 or less...
create something marvellous with 5 or fewer
ingredients or household items.
Make a beanbag with Ms Gooden to give
away or to play games with, or make a pot
of winter warming soup

Squares, beanies
and scarves - learn
to crochet with
Ms Ritchie

Ms Taylor’s Mind Benders Club for
lateral thinking word puzzles and Ms
Ferreira’s General Knowledge Quiz will
have you scratching your head!

Perfect your dance moves with the original
Dancing Queen - Ms Herring

Gardening for our Girls in Green
with Ms Bellingham
BBC History Competition
Click here for
more details.

Baking with Ms Micklewright

DSG Junior School | 15 MAY 2020

KNITTING CHALLENGE & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
26 MARCH - 1 JULY

Shortly before South Africa locked down 6
weeks ago, I managed to hurriedly send out
details about the inter house knitting project
and competition. This annual project has many
facets – it is an opportunity for the girls to learn
to knit or crochet from someone in their family
circle, which has proven to be a test in patience
for both parties in the past! It also has a competitive slant, which appeals to many in our community, even our Moms and Grans! And, most
importantly, it is an opportunity for us to reach
out to the wider Grahamstown/Makhanda area
and support the vulnerable and less privileged
by donating what we have made.
One of the challenges we have each year is the
joining of the many squares into blankets. This
is a time consuming job. Hence, the team of
volunteers are still working with 2019 squares!
With this in mind, and knowing that there are
many in our community with time on their
hands at present, I would ask you to convert
your piles of squares into completed blankets.
This will allow blankets to reach recipients
before the colder weather.
Ms Lara Kruiskamp, coordinator of community engagement at DSG, delivered the first 14
blankets made recently by our community this
week. What heartwarming encouragement for
all of us to keep up the knitting.
One of the clubs on offer this term is ‘How to
make a pot of soup’. When your daughter tries
her hand at this option, encourage her to donate her meal to a needy person or family in
the local area where you live. There is no higher
calling than to lend a helping hand someone in
need.
Knitting Challenge House Points Tally
Girls, please submit by email, the number of
squares, dolls or beanies that you have to donate to Mrs Gooden. Include your name, your
house and the number of each that you have
ready to hand in. (a.gooden@dsgschool.com)

MS ANGIE GOODEN
For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries

