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WEEKS AHEAD

5 MAY

8 MAY

7:30 Whole School Assembly
8:00 Classes begin

13:00 Parents’ Committee
Mothers day lunch is postponed

Reporters Wanted!
Please share with us your ideas, thoughts and photos
of your home schooling experiences over the next two
weeks. We would love to publish your news in next week’s
newsletter!

VALUE

RESPECT

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
South Africans are preparing for lockdown this week as
the President closed schools and advised against travel
to high-risk countries. As Africans, we are familiar with
challenge and I have faith that we will deal with this
global pandemic with the same unique spirit that we
have displayed many times before. For many parents
this involves the challenge of keeping their children
educated and entertained for up to seven weeks. No
small task I assure you – just ask the teachers!
My wish for all of you during this time of uncertainty,
fear and isolation, is that you see our circumstances
as an opportunity to slow down and reconnect with
yourself and with your loved ones. Take the time to sit
down with your children and really listen to them. Play
games, have picnics in the garden and read to them. Our
time with them is all too short and over too soon.
Our government and health care providers have the
luxury of witnessing the experience of other countries
where the virus first occurred some months ago. We
must trust that forewarned is forearmed, and that,
at the very least, we will be better prepared for the
inevitable outbreak. Good news is already being
broadcast of the success in fighting COVID19. China
has closed the last of its temporary hospitals; South
Korea has seen a significant drop in new cases; quick,
reliable testing for the virus has been developed and
experimental vaccines are doing the rounds.
The important thing is that we learn from those that
have been before us. Statistics show that the countries
that self-isolated immediately have been able to ‘flatten
the curve’. This means, quite simply, that they have
managed to slow the exponential spread of the virus. By
containing the number of new infections, hospitals and
other medical facilities are able to cope with patients
that need urgent or critical care. While many of us are

The new DSG hug!
unlikely to suffer more than the symptoms of a bad
cold or flu, there are those in our community for whom
this virus is deadly. For their sake we need to behave
unselfishly and follow the guidelines set out by the
World Health Organisation. This begins with staying at
home.
We pray for the safety of our DSG family and look
forward to our return to school once the wave has
passed. In the meantime – reflect, relax and rejuvenate!

MS JANE RITCHIE
MS ANGIE GOODEN

SPORT
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SPORT DATES AHEAD
5 MAY

9 MAY

EP Squash Trials Round 2 (PE)

Hockey & Netball vs VP

FOLLOW US
@dsg.junior

DEAR PARENTS
Our squash league team played Port Alfred High Juniors
on Wednesday 11 March. Although the girls lost the
match 15-2, they enjoyed the game thoroughly.
On Sunday a few of our girls took part in the first round
of EP squash trials. Well done to the following girls who
were placed in the top four positions in the first round
for U11: Lucy Holderness, Jessica Muirhead, Jasmine Apps
and Judy Crous. We look forward to receiving the U13
results.
Phillipa Huxtable swam at the Regional Level 1 gala,
where she was placed third in the 50m and 100m breaststroke races.
Last Saturday we had our first internal winter league fixtures. It was useful for the girls to practise in preparation
for the winter sports season ahead.
I would like to encourage girls to keep physically active
during the holidays, whether it is walking the dog, going for a jog or exercising at home - anything that will
enhance their fitness level and not allow them to get too
rusty before the new term begins. I will also be posting
fitness activities online that they can do at home.
Enjoy the holidays!

MS AYA SOWAZI
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

CLUBS

The clubs hour on a Wednesday afternoon includes a
variety of activities which the girls really enjoy and are
not usually part of the academic programme. The Nature
Nerds made bird feeders this past week, the macramé
club are beginning to master those knots and are in the
process of completing a project of which they are very
proud, and the decoupage group have become more
comfortable with all the glue and paper and are presently
making a wooden photograph mobile. Rebecca and Jess
were the first to finish and very proud of their work.

MS ANGIE GOODEN

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries

THE GRANGE

19 MARCH 2020

DEAR PARENTS
The boarders had a quiet and uneventful weekend and the
news on Monday morning that school was closing three
weeks early was bitter sweet. Although the girls were excited
to return home, many were uncertain what to expect on the
journey. A closer look at the current statistics and instruction
on precautions to use while travelling reassured the girls that
they would be safely reunited with their families.
We trust that they will enjoy this unexpected gift of time with
their loved ones, and that they will return in good health.

MS JANE RITCHIE
THE GRANGE HOUSEMISTRESS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TILL THE END OF TERM
19 MARCH
ELA PETSE

20 MARCH
MEGAN WIENEKUS

29 MARCH
MSO BODLANI
ZARA BURCHELL
30 MARCH
KELSEY ADDISON

1 APRIL
NINA HOBSON

7 APRIL
OLIVIA CARMICHAEL

3 APRIL
POOJA RANCHHOD

9 APRIL
JASMINE APPS
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FIRST AID COURSES

The Grade 5, 6 and 7 girls took part in their annual First Aid training this week, and are hopefully now
proficient in resuscitation and primary emergency treatment. They were also educated in the basic
precautions to avoid contracting Corona Virus.

GRADE 5

GRADE 6
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GRADE 7

ART
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YOUNG EXPLORERS
GRADE 5

The Biodiversity Scavenger Hunt was an
introductory exploration task to create
awareness of different species in our immediate
environment. The girls hunted enthusiastically
for examples of living and non-living objects.

MS JUDY PAUL

GRADE 6

The Grade 6s investigated how advertisers
persuade their target market to buy or buy into
their products with clever techniques such as a
play on words.

MS MEGAN THERON
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MATHS QUIZ

On Wednesday afternoon, Good Shepherd, St Andrew’s Prep, Kingswood College and
Graeme College joined us for a Maths Competition. Well done to all our competitors, we
hope you come back next year!

MS JANE RITCHIE

