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Consideration

WHO PACKED YOUR PARACHUTE?
AN INSPIRATIONAL STORY.
This week we reflect on a powerful story that evokes
reflection and a deep sense of appreciation. We have
people in our lives that help and support us without any
need for praise or thanks. Sometimes we are not even
aware of them being there or the impact they make on
our lives. Today we thank and acknowledge all those
who “pack our parachutes” and make our ‘journeys’
safe and happy.
Charles Plumb was a US Navy jet pilot in Vietnam.
After 75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed by
a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted
into enemy hands. He was captured and spent 6 years
in a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived the
ordeal and now lectures on lessons learned from that
experience!
One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a
restaurant, a man at another table came up and said,
“You’re Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the
aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!”

“How in the world did you know that?” asked Plumb.
“I packed your parachute,” the man replied. Plumb
gasped in surprise and gratitude. The man pumped his
hand and said, “I guess it worked!” Plumb assured him,
“It sure did. If your chute hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be
here today.”
Plumb couldn’t sleep that night, thinking about that man.
Plumb says, “I kept wondering what he had looked like in
a Navy uniform: a white hat; a bib in the back; and bellbottom trousers. I wonder how many times I might have
seen him and not even said ‘Good morning, how are
you?’ or anything because, you see, I was a fighter pilot
and he was just a sailor.” Plumb thought of the many
hours the sailor had spent at a long wooden table in the
bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and
folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each
time the fate of someone he didn’t know.
Now, Plumb asks his audience, “Who’s packing your
parachute?” Everyone has someone who provides
what they need to make it through the day. He also
points out that he needed many kinds of parachutes
when his plane was shot down over enemy territory –

E N A VA N T

CONSIDERATION | 1 APRIL 2022
he needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute,
his emotional parachute, and his spiritual parachute.
He called on all these supports before reaching safety.
Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we
miss what is really important. We may fail to say hello,
please, or thank you, congratulate someone on something
wonderful that has happened to them, give a compliment,
or just do something nice for no reason.

As you go through this week,
this month, this year, recognize
people who pack your parachutes.
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Image taken from https://www.focusfied.com/packed-parachute-inspirational-story/
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Two weeks at a gl

Rev’s Reflections
It’s always a great joy in a family when a baby is
born. Similar emotions were exhibited on Friday
the 18th of March when a plan to start a Youth
group at DSG Junior was realized.
A similar plan had been brewing on the Prep side. Mr
Jennings the Chaplain Intern at SAC and Kyndal Koen a
DSG Junior School intern are leading this Youth group.
And so, the decision to combine the two groups was
just the perfect recipe for best results. The first session
of its kind took place at SA Prep when the Grades 6s
and 7s from both schools met at 18:00 in Memory Hall
for an action-packed evening.
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Though not knowing what to expect for the evening,
there was excitement in the air as the pupils gathered
together. All pupils had great expectation that whatever
they were going to be presented with was worth leaving
home for on a Friday evening, and the leaders did not
disappoint. After a session of games to break the ice,
the pupils were treated to a heart-warming praise and
worship time. This was followed by a short message
based on the parable of the wedding feast after which
small groups of girls and boys discussed the passage.
The evening ended with a worship song and prayer.
Friday Youth has become a buzz phrase with more girls
joining the group. It is an open group and anybody in
Grade 6 and 7 is welcome. Meanwhile, Grade 4s and
5s have been asking if they could join their friends.
Because of the age difference between the two groups,
the Grade 4s and 5s will have their own age-appropriate
Youth group. We are hoping to get this started soon
after we return for term two. This will be held on DSG
premises and will be for girls only.
The book of Proverbs puts it very well when it says:
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old they will not turn from it.” Proverbs
22:6 NIV. This is our prayer, that the children are taught
more about living out a Jesus lifestyle in an informal,
fun but educative way. May God have his way.
Please join us in prayer for our children.
Love & blessings!
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A week assembly

Human Rights Day is a national day that is commemorated annually on 21 March to remind
South Africans about the sacrifices that accompanied the struggle for the attainment of
democracy in South Africa.
The commemoration provides the country with an opportunity to reflect on progress made in the promotion and
protection of human rights. In our assembly, the girls beautifully demonstrated, through different skits, the different Human Rights that are enshrined in our Constitution, with a special attention given to rights for children.
Some of the rights that they focused on were:
• The Right to Access to information • The Right to Language and Culture • The Right to Family Care
• The Right to Education • The Right to Healthcare, Food, Water and Social Security
• The Right to Privacy • The Right to Equality

Mr Lee Robyn
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THIS WEEK’S

Girls in Green
Meet some more new members
of our DSG family!

Faye Mackenzie
Nickname/s - Faye-Faye

Grade: 4
Day girl or boarder? Day girl
Where do you live? Grahamstown (Makhanda)
What makes your hometown special? Donkeys and potholes
What do you like doing for fun? Singing
What is something you want to learn how to do? Play guitar
When is the last time you made someone smile? 2 minutes ago
What makes you laugh? Jokes
What is something you are really looking forward to? Easter holidays
What is your favourite thing about DSG? My teachers and friends
What do you want to be when you grow up? An actress and singer

Izenathi Kwezi
Nickname/s - Ize

Grade: 4
Day girl or boarder? Boarder
Where do you live? Port Elizabeth
What do you like doing for fun? Ice-skating
What is something you want to learn how to do? To be a doctor
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Today, I like to make people feel better
What makes you laugh? Mostly funny jokes
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Being a doctor and helping poor people that are injured
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Sport
What do you want to be when you grow up? Doctor
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Olothando Mbie
Nickname/s - Olo

Grade: 4
Day girl or boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from? Cape Town
What makes your hometown special?
My family makes my home special
What do you like doing for fun? Netball is my hobby
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn how to cook
When is the last time you made someone smile? Yesterday
What makes you laugh? Jokes
What is something you are really looking forward to? Grade 5
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The friends and teachers
What do you want to be when you grow up? A doctor

Alice Olivier

Nickname/s - Ally, Al, Ally-kat, Alpal
Grade: 7
Day girl or boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from?
I come from Johannesburg and now I live in Grahamstown
What makes your hometown special? Family
What do you like doing for fun? Cooking, listening to music, swimming
What is something you want to learn how to do? Water polo
When is the last time you made someone smile? Today
What makes you laugh? My dog and my friends
What is something you are really looking forward to? April holidays
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The people
What do you want to be when you grow up? Hockey coach

W hat is your
favour ite thing
ab out DSG?

“Sport”
Izenathi Kwezi

“T he pe ople”
Alice Olivier
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REPORT
ALL GIRLS FESTIVAL
On Friday, 25 March, U13A hockey, netball, squash,
tennis and water polo teams travelled to East London
for the All Girls Festival hosted by Clarendon Girls
Primary School. Although the weather was unpleasant,
the event was a success, and the girls had great fun.
The girls got to hone their skills and learn new tricks for
the upcoming season. The sportsmanship was incredible
and a valuable bonding experience of sisterhood amongst
our girls. The festival’s highlight had to be our funky war
cry, which left some of our opponents shaking in their
boots. Thank you to our competent coaches, bus drivers,
Ms Jane Ritchie and our number one fans, our parents;
this festival would not have been a success without you.
OVERALL PERFORMANCE OF OUR TEAMS
HOCKEY: played 7 games, won 5, drew 1 and lost 1
NETBALL: played 6 games, won1, drew 2 and lost 3
SQUASH: played 4 games and won all 4
TENNIS: played 5 doubles matches drew 1 and lost 4,
played 6 singles matches won 1 and lost 5
WATERPOLO: played 5 games, won 2 and lost 3
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KC HOCKEY FESTIVAL
A combined hockey team of U13B and C hockey players
attended the Kingswood hockey festival last week.
These girls played their hearts out against some tough
A squad opponents from Hangklip, Holy Cross,
Kingswood, Sunridge, Stirling and Victoria Primary
School. The girls played six games, losing five of the
games, and drew 0 - 0 against Holy Cross. This festival
was a learning experience for our girls, and they enjoyed
making new friends.

KC NETBALL FIXTURES
Our girls have been busy on the courts and field this
week. On Monday and Tuesday, the girls played netball
friendly matches against Kingswood. The girls won most
of their games and lost one match against Kingwood.
Well done to our U10A girls who drew 8 - 8 to the
Kingswood U11Bs.
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SWIMMING
At the SA Schools Championships, Wemi Babalola
representing the Eastern Cape Schools team made DSG
proud.
Wemi swam in the 50m freestyle final Girls 12/13, where
she obtained an incredible time of 29.97, achieving 4th
place overall (3rd place was a mere 0.3 splits faster than
Wemi of 29.94) Wemi was part of two Eastern Cape relay
teams, winning two bronze medals, one in the 4x50m
free relay and another in the 200m medley relay. Well
done, Wemi DSG and your swimming family are proud
of you.

TENNIS
The National Junior Inter-Provincial tennis tournament
took place from 19-22 March in Bloemfontein. Three of
our girls represented the Eastern Cape at this tournament.
Grace Kemp played for the Eastern Cape Team, which
finished 6th out of 14 teams. Emma Watson and Tash
White played for the Eastern Cape Aloes and came 11th
overall.
Playing against some of the best players in our country,
the girls did remarkably well and learnt a great deal.
They each played a total of about 18 tennis matches in
4 days. They were fantastic ambassadors for our school.
Very well done!

Ms Aya Sowazi
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Music

GRADE 4 MARIMBA BAND
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GRADE 7 MARIMBA BAND

Music Concert
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GRADE 4

THE GRANGE OUTING
The Grange girls took a drive down to Port Alfred to have a picnic on the beach. Despite freezing water and a sudden
rain shower, the girls had a wonderful time on the sand and in the sea.

Mrs Judy Paul
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BOOK CHARACTER DAY
What a wonderful show of colour and enthusiasm as the girls dressed up in costume! Book character day is an
opportunity to apply our minds to characterization and to what we understand when we read. Creative use of what is
in one’s clothing cupboard is part of the fun. Well done to all of the girls (and the teachers!) for portraying their chosen
book characters so effectively.
Part of the fun was guessing the number of sweets in the jar! Thanks to the EarlyAct girls for coming up with the idea
as a ‘fun-raising’ activity.

Angie Gooden
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ART
Here are the finalists for the T-shirt design
competition for the Marimba Band, done with
the Grade 6 Art class of 2021.

Ms Margie Rogers
Isabella Abbate

Jasmine Apps

Jessica Muirhead

Lucy Holderness

Megan Wienekus

Michaela Blaine

Wemi Babalola
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KNOCK KNOCK
WHO’S THERE?

Weekend

!
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