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WEEK AHEAD

11 MARCH

13:30 Interschools Maths
14:00 Clubs

12 MARCH

South African Maths Olympiad

16 MARCH

8:00 - 12:30
Gr 5 & 6 First Aid Training


17 MARCH

8:30 - 12:30 Gr 7 First Aid Training
Gr 4 Blaaukrantz Bridge History
Outing

VALUE

RESPECT

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
In our Chapel Service on Sunday morning, Mr de Villiers
quoted one of my favourite authors, a wise woman
named Maya Angelou. She remarked - one of many
astute observations - that people will forget what you
said or what you did, but they will never forget how
you made them feel. I think this speaks to the heart
of our aspirations for the education of our girls at DSG
Junior. Too often, we focus on the tangible objectives,
the measurable achievements: marks, awards, sporting
victories; but what of the soft skills? The ability to make
those around you feel comfortable, accepted, trusted,
appreciated or loved. Without these social-emotional
skills, our girls’ accomplishments are hollow.
It is vitally important that we foster our children’s inborn
sense of empathy, kindness, compassion and generosity
from a very young age and continue to do so throughout
their lives. Canadian education professor Kimberly
Schonert-Reichl, a leading researcher in this field, is
using everything from biologic to neurologic tests to
prove that children who participate in social-emotional
programs are “better positioned to succeed, both in
school and in life”.
With this in mind, we have constructed a clear picture
of the values we would like to cultivate in our girls.
The areas of focus that we have identified, which we
feel will best equip them for life-long success are:
Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Integrity, Community
and Compassion. We look forward to sharing further
developments in this initiative with you in the very near
future.
On the evening of Sunday 22 March, Jannie de Villers,
our new Headmaster, will be installed. Jannie has taken
the reins from Shelley Frayne with calm confidence
and we look forward to many happy years under
his leadership. We invite the girls to join us on this
significant occasion, which will include a Chapel service,
followed by supper on the lawn.

We wish you a happy and productive week.
Best wishes

MS JANE RITCHIE
MS ANGIE GOODEN

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
1 John 4:12
We can’t see the wind because it’s invisible, and yet we know
it is there. We see it moving leaves and dust, and we hear it
as it whistles through trees and around buildings. We can feel
it blowing over our faces.
It is like this with God. No one has seen God and yet we
know he exists. We know this because we can see Him moving, we feel His presence. The Bible says that the Spirit of
God moves people to speak and to do things for him (2 Peter
1:21). There are many miracles that God is doing around us
proving he exists. The Bible says, “I will fear no evil for Thou
art with me” (Psalm 23:4). We know God is there because we
can hear him. God speaks to our hearts from the pages of
our Bibles and through prayer.
The Bible also says that “if we love one another, God lives in
us.” This is good news. Loving others is a sign that God is in
us. So, we can love our friends more. We can play or sit with
that girl who is lonely or tearful, we can share our sandwich
with that girl who has no lunch. We can tell them about Jesus
who lives in us and is making a difference in our lives. All this
is proof that God exists.
May you get to know Christ and his love which he freely
gives. Amen.
Rev Rachel

SPORT
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SPORT DATES
11 MARCH

14 MARCH

18:00 Squash league vs Port Alfred 8:00 Hockey and Netball internal
Junior (DSG)
matches and training (tbc)

DEAR PARENTS

We are extremely proud of our swimmers who performed very
well at the Independent Schools Gala.
The following girls were placed in the top 3 for one or more
events:
U11:Lucy Holderness, Jasmine Apps and Michaela Blaine
U12: Jamie Mote, Carys Johnstone
U13: Casey Joubert, Abigail Holderness and Olivia Carmichael.
Special mention must be made of Jamie Mote for breaking the
U12 50m freestyle record:
Last week Thursday, the Albany, Amathole and Karoo swimming teams, gathered at our Aquatic Center for the annual
Inter District Gala. The swimming was of a very high standard
with some tight competition between the teams. Albany dominated most of the races, taking home many gold medals and
setting new records in three events: Open 200m IM, U12 50m
freestyle (both records set by Jamie Mote) and the U13 50m
freestyle.
Congratulations to the following girls who received medals at
the gala:
U10: Julia Mackenzie and Natasha White
U11: Lucy Holderness, Megan Wienekus and Michaela Blaine
U12: Jamie Mote, Carys Johnstone and Rachel van Vuuren
U13: Casey Joubert and Abigail Holderness.
The U13 A netball team took part in the Frans Erasmus Tournament at PJ Olivier over the weekend. They played 8 games
over 2 days - invaluable preparation for our upcoming All Girls
Festival. While the girls were successful in some games, they
demonstrated grace in their losses and congratulated their opponents on their victories. In the more competitive games, the
girls were reminded that it is ‘not whether you win or lose, but
how you play the game’ that counts the most. It is important
to remember to remain gracious, fair and true to your values
when challenged. Thank you to PJ Olivier for a well-organised
and enjoyable festival!
Mea Coetzer and Rebecca Jones competed in the SANESA Q3
horse riding competition during this past weekend and both
achieved outstanding results. Mea was placed first in two
Level 3 disciplines: In-Hand Utility and Working Riding and was
placed second in Level 3 Working Hunter.
Rebecca was placed first in four disciplines: Dressage Prelim
2, Dressage Prelim 3, Level 7 Working Riding and Novice 70cm
Equitation. She also placed third in the 80cm Speed Equitation.
Well done girls!
MS AYA SOWAZI, JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

15 MARCH

16 MARCH

8:30 EP Squash Round 1 trials
(PE)

14:00 -16:00 Sarah Baartman
Netball trials (VG)

SPORT
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GALAS - I S AND INTER-DISTRICTS

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries

THE GRANGE

11 MARCH 2020

THE GRANGE DUTIES
WEDNESDAY 11 MARCH

FRIDAY 13 MARCH

SUNDAY 15 MARCH

TUESDAY 17 MARCH

Ms Aya Makeba

Ms Thabile Themba

Ms Aya Makeba & Ms Lusi Twani

Ms Thabile Themba

THURSDAY 12 MARCH
Ms Lusi Twani

SATURDAY14 MARCH

MONDAY 16 MARCH

WEDNESDAY 18 MARCH

Ms Aya Makeba

Ms Nikki Hoefnagels

Ms Aya Makeba

DEAR PARENTS
The weekend began with a karaoke sing-along on Friday night
and I am pleased to report, that we may have a few future pop
stars in our ranks! It is believed that, amongst other things,
singing is a natural anti-depressant, can improve your posture,
can widen your circle of friends, help you sleep and boost your
immune system. The unbridled enthusiasm with which the girls
partook of this activity, will ensure that our boarders are safe
from COVID19 and will sleep through a hurricane!
Saturday saw many of our Grade 7s competing in the Frans
Erasmus netball tournament, while others demonstrated their
skills on the Rhodes Astro in the ongoing hockey trials. With the
temperature soaring up to 40 degrees, a cool off was essential
and the girls enjoyed a lazy afternoon in the pool.
Saturday evening was full of fun and excitement as Ms T had

organised a festive gathering on the grass field with hotdogs,
s’mores and party games, which included egg and spoon and
Eight Ball races. The losers were pelted with water balloons,
however, in the sweltering heat that had to be first prize!

MS JANE RITCHIE
THE GRANGE HOUSEMISTRESS

FOLLOW US
@dsg.junior

DSG Junior School | 11 MARCH 2020

GRADE 4 CITY WALK

The grade 4 class were treated to a very interesting tour of the city with well-known local historian, Basil
Mills. They began their tour with a visit to SIAB where they observed with great interest, ‘old fourlegs’, the
coelacanth fish. They then saw examples of Georgian and Victorian architecture, watched the Guttenberg
printing press working at the Eastern Star museum and discovered the carved mice in the cathedral. These
were just a few of the stops they visited before enjoying a picnic at the monument. Many thanks to Mr Mills
for his enthusiastically passing on his immense knowledge to our girls.

MS LISA MICKLEWRIGHT GRADE 4 TEACHER

GRADE 6
The grade 6s finally got their hands on the new Chromebooks thanks to MS BRONWYN HERRING
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GR 7 LEADERSHIP WITH PREP

The grade 7 girls, together with their SAC Prep counterparts, attended a leadership course presented by Linda Bruce,
a pioneer in Social-Emotional learning. The pupils reflected on the legacy that they intend to leave behind and the
impact they would like to have on others. All people have leadership characteristics and are intelligent in different
ways, which is why it is imperative to identify the strengths of those around you and utilise their skillset to achieve
common goals. Essentially, everyone brings something to the table and through the power of collaboration, connectivity and mutual respect, anything is possible! The girls thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and they are looking
forward to putting into practice what they learned from the course.

SOCIAL WITH KC

On Wednesday the Grade 7 girls hosted a social evening with the Kingswood Grade 7 girls. The occasion was a resounding success with the girls making new friends and getting to know their ‘rivals’. The Matrics, along with other
high school girls, ran the event, organising ice-breakers, games and competitions. Their energy, enthusiasm and careful planning before and during the social were remarkable. Of course Tik Tok was high on the agenda and the games
gave way to music and dancing. It was wonderful to see the girls letting their hair down and participating in the
various activities with such obvious pleasure. We look forward to our visit to Kingswood next term and renewing the
friendships initiated on Wednesday.

MS JANE RITCHIE & TANDI FERREIRA
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
12 MARCH
SIBU PAPU

GENERAL NOTICES

The guitar and Ukelele group accompanied the singing in chapel on
Wednesday. This was the first time the music pupils came together and
we hope to have the group playing once or twice a term.

MS MARGIE ROGERS

Alizwa Bam in grade 7 kindly donated a
box of books to the library.

MS JACQUI TAYLOR

Save the Date

The DSG Junior Parents Committee is pleased to confirm
that we will be hosting our annual Mother's Day Lunch again this year

Date: Friday, 08 May 2020 Dynamic
& Inspiring Guest Speaker
Awesome Lucky Draw Prizes
"A Mother is she who can take the place of all others, but whose place
no one can take"

