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WEEK AHEAD

19 FEBRUARY
Grade 6 Outdoor Ed departs
14:00 Music Concert (DRW)
15:00 - 15:45 Marimba Group

23 FEBRUARY

The Grange Beach visit

HABIT OF MIND

MANAGING IMPULSIVITY

DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
While many people scrambled to find the perfect way
to show appreciation for their loved ones last week,
our girls opted to focus on the good in our city and
surroundings. Their generous donations will support
‘Food for Futures where Ms Mary Birt creates and
distributes care hampers to the most needy individuals.
Ms Angie Gooden, kindly arranged for our Grade 4 and 6
girls to visit our friends at Holy Cross School. Quality time
was spent on the beautiful Monastery campus; playing
games and connecting with one another. A wonderful
way to demonstrate their appreciation and care for
others.
Ms Lara Kruiskamp, head of DSG Senior School
Community Engagement and Life Orientation, was
invited to address our staff this week. The rich tapestry
of her journey so far in life and her commitment to
see our beloved city, community and school flourish, is
truly inspirational. Trusting in God, she gave up a wellpaying corporate job and set off to complete seven
marathons across seven continents in one year. Why
such a challenge you may ask? To raise funds to develop
the LIV Lukhanyiso Village outside Grahamstown. Lara is
dedicated to playing an integral part in restoring South
Africa so that each citizen may fulfil their individual
passion, purpose and potential in life.
Her seven grueling marathons were a real test of
character, but Lara remained steadfast in her resolve
to support vulnerable and orphaned children across
our country. As a DSG Old Girl, Lara is thoroughly
enjoying being back on campus; encouraging the entire
DSG family to do their small part in restoring lives,
connections and hope in our community. How blessed
the DSG space is to have this optimistic outlook and rich
experience to learn from and nurture responsible and
engaged DSG citizens.
Best wishes
MS BARBARA HIBBERT
JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD

25 FEBRUARY
Shrove Tuesday
9:30 Pancake races

26 FEBRUARY

Ash Wednesday
No Clubs
Interhouse Individual Gala Events

SPORT
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SPORT DATES

OPTIONAL Winter Sport Training
9:00 - 10:00
22 FEBRUARY
Gr 4/5 netball & Gr6/7 hockey
8:00 U13A Waterpolo vs Collegiate
10:15 - 11:15
U14B (DSG)
Gr 4/5 hockey & Gr 6/7 netball

DEAR PARENTS
Our U11 tennis players thoroughly enjoyed playing singles and doubles matches against Victoria Primary last
week. They won the encounter and it was so pleasing to
see them all gain confidence in match play.
Eight of our U13 tennis girls travelled to Addo to play
against Hermitage House. For most of them, this was
their first away tennis trip and they really enjoyed the
drive and the beautiful scenery along the way.
It has been quite a busy season for the U13A water polo
team so far. This past weekend, they came up against
the Kingswood U13A team which proved to be a tough
encounter. The girls displayed impressive grit and determination but unfortunately lost 7-3. This team can look
forward to their final game of the season against Collegiate 14B, this coming Saturday, in the DSG Aquatics
Centre at 8:00.
Some of our U13 hockey players took to the astroturf
with great enthusiasm to play a touring Pembroke House
team from Kenya. With pride, our girls were hospitable,
good sports and eager to make new friends. Both teams
played very well and DSG edged through with a 2-0 win
at full time.
The winter sports season is fast approaching and so
worthwhile netball and hockey coaches clinics were
arranged to keep abreast of the latest coaching trends
and rule changes across both sports. Thank you to Mr
Chris Hibbert and Ms Sandra Marques for leading these
sessions and to all the coaches for giving up part of their
weekend to develop their coaching skills. This coming
Saturday, we are offering optional hockey and netball
training sessions to girls who wish to brush off some
cobwebs and prepare for the upcoming season.
A number of our swimmers will be taking part in the
Albany Swimming trials and we wish them well.
The Bushman’s River Half Mile takes place on Sunday
23rd February and we look forward to seeing a number
of junior swimmers take to the river again this year. It is
important that they are competent A squad swimmers
who can deal confidently with a distance of 700m and an
outgoing tide. The girls need to sign up for this swim and
also communicate whether or not they will be making
use of school transport to and from the event.

MS AYA SOWAZI
JUNIOR SPORTS COORDINATOR

23 FEBRUARY

25 FEBRUARY

10:30 Bushman’s River Half Mile

13:45 Interhouse Relay Gala

24 FEBRUARY
13:45 Interhouse IM Swimming

SPORT
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PEMBROKE HOUSE ON TOUR

U11 TENNIS

For more photos go to MY.DSGSCHOOL.COM /Junior School information/ Photo Galleries JNR / All JNR Galleries

THE GRANGE

18 FEBRUARY 2020

THE GRANGE DUTIES
TUESDAY 18 FEBRUARY
Ms Thabile Temba

WEDNESDAY 19 FEB
Ms Aya Makeba

THURSDAY 20 FEBRUARY

22 FEBRUARY

MONDAY 24 FEBRUARY

Ms Nikki Hoefnagles

Ms Aya Makeba

Ms Nikki Hoefnagles

FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY

23 FEBRUARY

TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY

Ms Thabile Temba

Ms Aya Makeba & Ms Lusi Twani

Ms Thabile Temba

DEAR PARENTS
After an eventful week on Outdoor Ed, many of the girls were
exhausted and in need of serious ‘down time’! The trips were a
roaring success and enjoyed by one and all. The Grade 4s really
explored and connected with nature. They spent time hiking,
swinging in the indigenous forest and identifying alien vegetation. The icing on the cake was ‘stalk the lantern’ and playing
with mud in the dam! The highlight of the Grade 5 trip was
without doubt the ride on the donkey cart, along with the visit
to the Owl House and the rock paintings.
The Grade 7 Outdoor Ed was all about adventure and facing
your fears. I was most impressed that, despite nervous tears
streaming down some faces, every single girl participated in
the big swing and the zipline activities. Real grit, determination
and resilience were demonstrated, as well as comradery and
compassion. The girls were quick to encourage each other and
comfort those who were anxious.
There was much excitement on Valentine’s Day and the girls
looked gorgeous in their array of red, pink and white. The Grade
7s were invited to cupcakes and juice by the Prep boys, which

involved much excited chatter and giggling. On Friday night we
hosted the Pembroke hockey team, all the way from Kenya.
Our hospitable DSG girls were very excited to make to new
friends and show them around our campus. We hope to see
one or two of them in our ranks next year. Saturday began
with sport and a water polo match against Kingswood College.
Although the girls lost, they felt that they played extremely
well and were in high spirits for the rest of the day. Once again,
much of the weekend was spent in the pool due to the intense
heat we have been experiencing lately. We are looking forward
to a cooler week ahead, as the Grade 6s set off for their Outdoor Ed experience at The Monastery. Ms Theron has several
exciting educational activities planned with the girls and they
are sure to enjoy exploring this beautiful setting right on our
doorstep. It’s back to an academic week for the rest of us –
many exciting learning opportunities await!

MS JANE RITCHIE
THE GRANGE HOUSEMISTRESS
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GRADE 4 MONASTERY EXPERIENCE

The Grade 4s enjoyed a wonderful outdoor ed trip to
the monastery.
Some of the highlights included:
•
Preparing a potjie
•
Creative play with natural materials
•
Swimming and playing in the dam
•
Walking and swinging in the indigenous forest
•
Playing ‘Stalk the lantern’
•
Identifying alien vegetation
•
Learning how to survive in the bush
•
Hike to the wind-towers
•
Downtime and mindfulness in the chapel
Many thanks to Clinton York and Wayne Vos for helping
with the activities, and making our trip such a success.

MS LISA MICKLEWRIGHT
GRADE 4 TEACHER

DSG Junior School | 18 FEBRUARY 2020

GRADE 5 KAROO TRIP

The Grade 5’s travelled into the strangely green Karoo
for their Outdoor Education. The emphasis of the outing was to explore and experience our environment
making the content of our learning tangible. The girls
searched for fossils in river beds and watched as they
were cleaned. They learned about rocks and ersosion.
A wander through the Owl House allowed them to
experience the world of Outside Artists, while a hike to
a cave had them appreciating both Bushman and Khoi
Art.

MS JUDY PAUL
GRADE 5 TEACHER

FOLLOW US
@dsg.junior
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GRADE 7 ADDO OUTING

The Grade 7 girls had a thoroughly exciting time on
the Leaders for Life Camp last week. Not only was the
Outdoor Ed adventurous and challenging but it was
informative too. The first challenge the girls faced was
to build their tents which were to be their home for the
duration of the camp. This skill was new to many but
the girls persevered and within an hour five tents were
proudly erected and ready for use! ‘Facing your fears’
could well have been the theme of this Outdoor Ed, as
the very first afternoon the girls were invited to swing
on the eagerly anticipated Big Swing! Despite the nervous and excited screams (and even some tears) from
the classmates that went before them, every girl took
part, showing that DSG girls are made of stern stuff.
We were treated to a tour of a citrus farm and learnt
about the difference between farming oranges and
lemons, as well as the intricacies of getting irrigation
water to the Sundays River Valley. The highlight of the
tour was possibly the zipline, which the girls partook of
with varying degrees of enthusiasm, but all thoroughly
enjoyed the ride! Swimming and canoeing in the river
was very welcome in the extreme heat and even Simba
went for a swim and a ride on the canoes. To top it off,
a beautiful setting ensured a memorable trip.

MS JANE RITCHIE
MS TANDI FERREIRA
GRADE 7 TEACHERS
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
25 FEBRUARY
ATETA MTINTSILANA

RUME
The Rhodes University
Maths Experience (RUME)
was hosted in Grahamstown
on Friday, 14 February and
welcomed 450 pupils from 25
schools.
Sesha Geneste, Anne Cuthbert, Angela Dietrich, Kelsey
Addison and Kyla Banks
completed a mini-Olympiad
(20-question) during the
RUME.
Congratulations to Angela Dietrich for winning the Grade
7/8 category with 79% and
for receiving a well-deserved
cash prize.

CORE SKILLS TOP ACHIEVERS
Congratulations to Anda
Magwaca, Sesha Geneste,
Buhle Bam, Kyla Banks, Elsje
Griesel (Bronze), Shae Openshaw, Megan Marx (Silver)
and Donna Miranda (Gold)
for excelling in the 2019 IEB
Core Skills Tests.

(Left) Aimee Mason
did her small part
this week-end to
keep the Kowie river
clean.
(Right) Grade 6’s
enjoyed creating
tissue flowers to
decorate our Hub.

