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TO THE DSG COMMUNITY

I have decided to start a ‘delights journal’.
Sounds a bit crazy, doesn’t it? Not very
adult-like. True, but this is the very reason why
I am doing it. I recently listened to a podcast of
Dr Laurie Santos, a psychology lecturer at Yale
University who specializes in the science of
wellbeing. In the podcast, she explores the notion
that having fun and being playful is essential for
our wellbeing and mental health.
Children pursue fun instinctively. As adults, we observe
this as a luxury that children have before they become
burdened with high stakes ‘real world issues’ that make
having fun seem unwise and unimportant.
But research tells us that it is actually adults who are
unwise. Fun is not a shallow, unimportant aspect of our
lives, it is in fact essential for our wellbeing, especially
mentally. Quite literally, if we do not have fun regularly,
we get mentally unwell. Look around you and spot the
alarming occurrence of people (even children) who are

mentally unwell. Although the cause of their state of mind
is not as simple as the lack of fun in their lives, I bet that
very few of them are fun-filled human beings, who are
also depressed.
So, what exactly is fun? You ask any young child and
they will think you have lost the plot – as if you are asking
‘what exactly is breathing?’
Dr Santos quotes research that did a deep dive into
the science of fun. She says that, although fun comes
in many guises, it almost always has at least one or
two, but often all three of the following ingredients:
Play, Connection and Flow.
Imagine playing a game of Monopoly, Thirty Seconds
or Pictionary with friends or family on a rainy day in the
holidays, with much laughter and interaction while time
seems to just fly. This is fun at its best; playful connection
with flow….
Fun brings about joyful or positive emotions, which triggers
our bodies to release dopamine, a neurotransmitter that
makes us feel good, alive invigorated and optimistic. We
desperately need to experience this often, even daily, in
order to remain healthy, happy and sane!
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The three most common excuses we come up with for
why we do not have fun anymore are our responsibilities,
workload and worries. These are valid realities in our
lives that we certainly can’t just ignore and start having
fun.
This is where the ‘delight journal’ comes in. I also read
about how we can bring micro-moments of fun into our
day, even when we are busy, overloaded and worried.
We can look for and take ‘delight’ in small and big things
that are, well, simply delightful! As we notice these gems
on our path, we should pause for a mindful moment and
smile; allow the shot of dopamine to be fired off, and
continue with gratitude.
But here’s the real trick; we can multiply the effect of that
moment when we record it and revisit it with someone
else. So, this is where the ‘delights journal’ becomes
helpful. Start by writing down the delights of each day,
in as much detail as you like – just put it on record.
Later, re-read your journal entries or agree with a friend
to share entries – first prize, in person, or via another
means, such as WhatsApp.

I think schools are filled with a disproportionately higher
amount of delights, but I can tell you, when you start
recording these moments that happen on our campus,
you end up filling page after page.

And sharing these is like a double-shot
of dopamine.
Wishing you a delightful weekend!
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

The emotion that is sparked by recognizing our moments
of delight is gratitude of course, and we all know how
important that is! A powerful dopamine source.
Some of the delights that I have recorded
thus far, since I started, include the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The shrieks of joy of girls returning to DSG,
as they saw their friends for the first time after
the holidays.
The beautiful red flash of a Knysna Loerie in our
garden the other day.
The magnificent roar of thunder and rush of rain
over Makhanda after a sweltering hot day
last week.
The unexpected crow of a rooster on the St Peters
Girls Prep School campus on my marketing visit to
Johannesburg.
The grade 9 girls creating their vegetable gardens
last Sunday.
The Open Mic concert on Saturday evening.
The cheering of DSG girls at water polo and
basketball.
The ecstatic joy of my dogs when I returned from
Gauteng on Monday.
Touching down on Eastern Cape soil at the end of
the flight from Gauteng.
Engaging with parents and prospective parents in
Gauteng.
Listening to excited Grade 7 girls in interviews
telling me about their dream of becoming a Girl in
Green.
Hearing the Chapel Choir sing at their camp last
weekend.
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Dare to dream

DSG girls in the 1800s working on their own gardening project

Rev’s Reflections
A dream that started as just wanting to start a small vegetable garden at the school, where girls
would take turns to tend the garden and the produce donated to the school support staff or a soup
kitchen of choice, has turned into a much bigger vision.
It has been interesting to see how staff members have
bought into the idea and become so involved, for which
I am deeply grateful. They have freely given their time
and wisdom every time we have met and continue to do
so - this is what makes DSG so special.
This project has so much promise and ha the potential to
offer so much to all of us. It not only provides us with food
but enables us to pass on the knowledge of cultivating
crops to someone else. One also gets a great sense of
fulfilment when growing one’s own plants.
There is of course the added benefit of the life and
spiritual lessons that will be learnt along the way.
It was agreed that to make the project effective, a full
grade would have to be involved. It was agreed that
Grade 9 would be the best group to take on this project.
The aim is to produce a more rounded DSG girl. That
when they leave our campus, they would have acquired
skills in academics, sports, culture and farming. The next
hurdle was to carve out time when girls would start their
gardens, preferably together. With such busy schedules,
a Sunday afternoon was the only option. Last Sunday
the project was launched. Farming God’s Way, by Grant
Dryden, is a method of farming that hinges on Biblical,
Management and Technological keys.

The method is deeply steeped into Biblical principles as
guidelines, trying to emulate how God planned to grow
his plants. Understanding the way God does things is
key to maximum output. A Verse like “Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously” 2 Corinthians 9:6,
not only reminds us to be generous with the inputs used
in farming but also that whenever we give something to
someone, to do so generously. This will become clear
over time as girls start harvesting their crops.
The Technological keys used in this method are not to
plough the soil (except for the initial preparation of the
ground to rid it of rocks, plastic and loose metal pieces,
as well as levelling it) but rather to keep a thick ground
cover or “God’s blanket” as mulch, and practising crop
rotation. Among the Management keys are doing things
on time, to a high standard, with minimal wastage and
with the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is important that the
person using this method sees it not just as another
system of farming, but rather as a system that is based
on God’s way of farming and follow it.
All Grade 9s have been allocated a 1m x 2m garden,
known as ‘Gardens of Faithfulness’ in which they have
planted vegetables.
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They have planted beans, spinach, beetroot and spring
onions. They will keep their gardens going throughout
the year, rotating the crops with every change of season.
There was great excitement and enthusiasm from girls
as they immersed themselves in the mood of the day.
Even those who knew nothing about gardening tried their
level best to prepare and plant their crops. At the end of
the day, though extremely exhausted, girls were glad at
what they had produced. We were all so proud of our
girls for buying into the dream and the effort they put into
the project.
And so, the journey begins. Girls have been busy
watering their gardens daily and most of the crops are
showing taking root. It is an exciting site for the whole
school.

Now we are all waiting patiently and looking
forward to our first harvest.
Love and blessings!

Rev Rachel

Generously watering the soil before planting

Adding manure to the furrows before planting
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Transplanting of the seedlings into their gardens

The finished product
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Girls adding God’s blanket to their garden
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This year we will be celebrating Black History Month in a way that focuses on our
local history. The reason we observe Black History Month is to tell untold stories about
who we are, and the greatness of the many Black people in history who were never
written about.
In a way, Black History month is to shine light on and focus on history that was not
recognized in the past.
At DSG we believe it is important for all of us to learn about our local history. Some of
the history we are looking into is not even found on the internet. This is an opportunity
for the DSG community to dig deep and find the stories that are not necessarily public.
When we look at street names and schools in Makhanda, we can see that there are many
contributors in our history and we do not often ask the question on what happened to
those figures, and what happened at those historical sights.
This Black History Month will have a local focus because we have hidden facts and
figures, and this is the month to learn about them.
Watch the space as we find out more about our history
in Makhanda and surrounding areas.
Nombulelo Gongqa
Transformation & People Development Manager
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Earlier this week we were delighted to welcome guest
speaker Aviwe Qata to mark the start of Black History
Month who reflected on her upbringing in Makhanda and
life after DSG.
Aviwe is an Old Girl (2013) and a Rhodes Alumni who
studied a Bachelor of Commerce in Information Systems
and Management. Aviwe returned to DSG in 2016 as
a student assistant providing mentoring, tutoring and
coaching to students.
In 2017, she furthered her studies through completion
of her honours, with a thesis in Information Systems
focused on the Blended Learning environment, after
which she was employed at Singular Systems. Recently,
Aviwe was hired by Entelect as a Business Analyst.
Despite her busy schedule, Aviwe has remained
an active member within the community,
providing mentorship within the Student
Sponsorship Programme spanning
from 2019 to present day.
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Prize Giving
GRADE 8

GRADE 9

First in Grade 8
and Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
CASSIDY WINTER

First in Grade 9
and Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
LATHITHA MAYABA

Second in Grade 8
and Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
ANNE CUTHBERT

Second in Grade 9
and a Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
ISABELLA RODWELL

Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
SINOVUYO ADAM
ANGELINA BARROW

Merit Award for
Academic Achievement,
the Ivy Brown Prize
for Mathematics, the
Prof. Duerdon Prize
for Natural Sciences
and the Design &
Technology Prize
JESSICA BARROW

Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and GBS Mutual Bank
Progress Prize
AMAROSE BOATENG
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
KEITA CRAWFORDBESTELINK
ANGELA DIETRICH
SESHA GENESTE
JENNIFER GLENN
ABIGAIL HOLDERNESS
ISABELLA HORWOOD
KHWEZI JACOBS
NKWENKWEZI MAJAVU
MEGAN MARX
EZRIELA MEYA
LILY MORTON
SHAE OPENSHAW
TAYLA PRETORIUS
LUCY RUTHERFOORD
EMMA SHORT

Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
LILY BOWKER
LUCY JEWELL
KAITLYN KRUISKAMP
ELIZABETH LAKE
JAMIE MARX
ZÖE MATSHOGA
CONSTANTINA MINAS
LOAPI MOKGATLHE
REBECCA PHILLIPS
ASHLEIGH PRICE
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the Irvy Brown Prize
for Mathematics
KIRSTEN WHITE
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
MICHELA WIENAND
Afrikaans First
Additional Language
Public Speaking
MARIQUE STEVENS

GRADE 8 - 11
PRIZE LIST 2021

Design & Technology
Prize
ELLA BECKER
The Theodore Cornish
Classics Prize
JESSICA SMAILES
Best Junior Performer
KWAZI MATOTI
GBS Mutual Bank
Progress Prize
SISIPHO NJEMLA

GRADE 10
First in Grade 10, a Merit
Award for Academic
Achievement and the
subject prize for Life
Sciences
TEGAN-LEE PARKER
Second in Grade
10 and a Merit
Award for Academic
Achievement
NATALIE MORRIS
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
Dramatic Arts
MIA BABAYA
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
Afrikaans 1st Additional
Language
MAXINE BOSIRE
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
SAFFRON BROWN
HOLLY CLOWES
ALIDA DE VILLIERS
UNALO DLOKWENI
LEIGH DU TOIT
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Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
History
MEGAN EMSLIE
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
LESELI HEADBUSH
RACHAEL HOUSEMAN
SARAH JENSEN
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
French 1st Additional
Language
MIA KARIMBA
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for Mathematics and
Physical Sciences
EMMA KRUSE
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
LELETHU LISA
CAYLA MANANDA
MILANI MBETSHU
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for English, Afrikaans
Home Language,
Geography and the
Senior Poetry Prize
ESTELLE MINAS
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
Stella Morton
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Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for Mathematics,
Business Studies and
Accounting
SESIHLE MRARA
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
SIHLE PAKADE
ERIN PAYTON
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the Subject Music
CORNELIA ROCHER
Merit Awards for
Academic Achievement
GRACE RUSHMERE
GEORGIA STEWART
ANNE-MARIE
SUTHERLAND
CARREY WIBLIN
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for Visual Arts, Design
and the Senior Poetry
Prize
TYLER WRATTEN
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
NIKITA XHANTI
Subject Prize for
isiXhosa 1st Additional
Language
FIFI MAMBINJA
Subject Prize for
Mathematical Literacy
and the GBS Mutual
Bank Progress Prize
JAMIE LAUBSCHER
Subject Prize
for Information
Technology
CONSTANCE CHORLEY
Subject Prize for
Computer Application
Technology
ELLA BYERS

GRADE 11
(Distinctions in Term
Three Examinations)
First in Grade 11, a Merit
Award for Academic
Achievement and
the subject prizes for
Afrikaans 1st Additional
Language, Life Sciences,
Physical Sciences and
Accounting
LISE-MARI COETZEE
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Advanced
Programme Mathematics,
Accounting, Life Sciences
and Physical Sciences
Second in Grade 11,
a Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for Mathematics and
Subject Music
CAMAGU MGWEDLI
- with distinctions in
English, isiXhosa First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Advanced
Programme Mathematics,
Subject Music, Life
Sciences and Physical
Sciences
Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
DERRIN BUSH
- with distinctions in
Mathematics, Life
Sciences and Visual Art
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for History and Business
Studies
EMILY DE KOCK
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, History,
Business Studies, and
Life Sciences

Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
German First Additional
Language
MORGAN DU PLESSIS
- with distinctions in
Afrikaans First Additional
Language, German First
Additional Language,
Mathematics and
Life Sciences
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize
Geography
EMMA ELLIS
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Geography,
Accounting and Physical
Sciences
Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
SOPHIE FRANCE
- with distinctions in
Mathematics, Dramatic
Arts, Life Sciences and
Physical Sciences
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prize for
Visual Arts
SOFIA GOEDHART
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Advanced
Programme Mathematics,
Life Sciences, Physical
Sciences and Visual Art
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject
prizes for English and
Design
MEGAN JOUBERT
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Design,
Life Sciences and
Physical Sciences
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Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
ANAKO MALEKI
- with distinctions in
English, isiXhosa First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Design, Life
Sciences and Physical
Sciences
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the Best Senior
Performer
SBONGA NDULI
- with distinctions in
isiXhosa First Additional
Language, Mathematical
Literacy and Dramatic
Arts
Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
ISABELLE PHILLIPS
- with distinctions in
English, Mathematics,
Business Studies, Design
and Visual Art
Merit Award for
Academic Achievement
and the subject prizes
for Afrikaans Home
Language and
Dramatic Arts
ERIN POWERS
- with distinctions in
English, Afrikaans Home
Language, Mathematics,
Advanced Programme
Mathematics, History,
Dramatic Arts and
Physical Sciences
Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
ANDA RATSIBE
- with distinctions in
English, isiXhosa First
Additional Language and
History
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Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
GEORGINA SCHAEFER
- with distinctions in
Afrikaans First Additional
Language, Mathematics
and, Life Sciences
Merit Award
for Academic
Achievement
HLUMA XAKO
- with distinctions in
Advanced Programme
English, isiXhosa First
Additional Language,
Mathematics, Subject
Music and Physical
Sciences
Subject Prize for
isiXhosa 1st Additional
Language
LISA MQUBULI
Subject Prize for
French 1st Additional
Language
SHERRY THOLE
Subject Prize for
Mathematical Literacy
LARA BRUCE
Subject Prize
for Information
Technology
KATHERINE BROWN
Subject Prize for
Computer Application
Technology
CODY LAUBSCHER

SPORTS AWARDS 2021:
ATHLETICS
Perseverance and Dedication: Megan Emslie (certificate)
Athlete of the year: Emma Kruse (trophy)
BASKETBALL
Most improved player: Erin Powers (certificate)
SOCCER
Most Improved player: Loapi Mokgathle (certificate)
Player of the Year: Zakithi Swift (certificate)
Most Versatile Player: Mia Karimba (certificate)
SQUASH
Perseverance and Dedication (Alison Rundle Trophy – MISSING):
Lise-Mari Coetzee (certificate)
Player of the year: Erin Powers (trophy)
SWIMMING
Tudor Lacey Trophy (Perseverance and Dedication):
Micaela Wilmot (trophy)
Performance/Swimmer of the year: Khwezi Jacobs (trophy)
TENNIS
Most improved player: Lucy Pringle (certificate)
Perseverance and Dedication: Lise- Marie Coetzee (certificate)

The GBS Mutual Bank
Progress Prize
ARABELLA WINSHAW
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Special Awards 2021
Ann Murray Awards for Contributions to the Arts and the Environment for 2022
Grade 10 (2022) - ELIANA MEYA
Grade 11 (2022) - TYLER WRATTEN
Grade 12 (2022) - HLUMA XAKO
Cindy Corl Prize for Public Speaking and Debating
ESTELLE MINAS
Lardner Burke Prize for Service and outstanding contribution to all areas of school life in Grades 8 or 9
SINOVUYO ADAM
The Gauteng Parent Group Prizes in Grade 10 for a girl who has given of her best in the classroom,
sports field and cultural and extra-mural activities
ESTELLE MINAS
The Lizel Jacobs Mathematician of the Year Prize (Grade 8 -12) for demonstrating exceptional
mathematical ability, attitude and work ethic beyond that required in the classroom
ERIN POWERS
Halse Cup for Excellence (Grade 11)
ERIN POWERS
ARC Awards
Awarded to a girl in each grade for all-round contribution and commitment to the school,
who has added value in all spheres of school life
(including the morale of DSG and the general well-being of her peers)
and has displayed the Christian values of compassion, humility, loyalty and empathy
Grade 8 - Sinovuyo Adam
Grade 9 - Lathitha Mayaba
Grade 10 - Stephanie Harvey
Grade 10 - Hanna Wannell
Grade 11 - Hluma Xako
Grade 11 - Victoria Basson
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SINGLE FOCUS DAY
DESIGN
The Grade 12 Design class visited Stratford
House, a guest house in East London, for Single
Focus Day. Students were tasked to investigate
sustainable and modular architectural and
industrial design.
Grade 11 Design visit to Noom (Grahamstown):
Students were tasked to investigate design in the
business context and enjoyed a milkshake for
teatime.
DSG Grade 9 Design girls building hang gliders.
In groups of five the girls must design and build
a hang glider using PVC conduit, roofing plastic,
nuts, bolts, nylon monofilament, cable ties, and
duct tape. The girls will soon test their hang gliders
on Knowling field.
SAC Grade 9 Coding and Robotics: A group of
Grade 9 boys, playing with Drones during their
Coding and Robotics lesson. The boys are learning
to follow the rules of flying drones and how to yaw,
roll and pitch. Next, they will be coding a route for
the drone to autonomously follow.
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LIFE SCIENCES
The Grade 12 Life Sciences pupils
recently visited Kenton to get some
hands-on experience of the population
sampling and profiling techniques
covered in the Population Ecology
section of the matric syllabus.
The children spent the morning
carrying out various tasks involving
the fascinating plant and animal
species of the rocky shore. We were
blessed with wonderful weather for
a beach outing, making the morning
both pleasant as well as a worthwhile
educational experience.
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Hluma Zako (left) and John Marshall
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Mandarin
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MATHS LIT
For Grade 10 Maths Lit, we investigated how to find the
price of baking brownies for a bake sale. At the end of
the day, Mrs Lloyd-Jones treated the class to brownies
from the tuckshop!

Jessica Lloyd-Jones

Center: Sibeso Mudenda
Back, left to right: Imani Kirumburu, Karen Dhatemwa,
Francesca Morgan-Grenville, Mrs Lloyd-Jones,
Sophie Crutchley, Bella McLeod, Linique Mackenzie
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SA U17
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SA acknowledges
Botswana at the end
of their semi-final
Towards the end of last year Erin Powers
was selected for the SA U17 Basketball Team.
Erin, along with 239 other athletes, from 10 codes of sport, making up Team South Africa,
headed to Maseru, Lesotho in December to play in the Region 5 Youth Games.
The SA U17 basketball team worked well together to make it through to the semi-finals, where they
beat Botswana 96-28. The team was due to play Angola in the final, but due to the spread of Covid
within the athletes village, the South African Management decided to bring all the South African
athletes home, so the final did not take place.
Based on the round robin results, Erin’s team was awarded the silver medals, and they,
along with Angola, will represent the Southern African countries at AfroBasket tournament
later on in the year.
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Pre-match mental preparation

SA U17 Girls Team
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DSG

KC

BASKETBALL
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Clubs
FISHING
The start of the DSG Fishing Club has been met with great
excitement. On Wednesday, 26 January, an introduction to
the fishing club took place by the girls being taught by Mr
Flanagan how to tie a simple fishing rig which was followed
by a casting lesson and practice session on the DSG Junior
Field. On Wednesday 2 nd February, the club was treated
to a fishing talk by one of the countries leading outdoor enthusiasts
and well-rounded fisherman, Jak Outdoor (Jacques Van Coller)
from Bananaskinz. He presented to the club on the ABC’s and
123’s of fishing and the outdoors.
The girls thoroughly enjoyed the talk and paid good attention to all
that was covered regarding the basics when venturing outdoors
to fish, especially on safety first. Thank you to Jak for coming
through to present the talk to the girls and sharing his extensive
knowledge with them. It is sure to benefit them going forwards.

Jayson Flanagan
Co-Ordinator of the DSG Fishing Club

E N A VA N T

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY | 4 FEBRUARY 2022

GOLF

Knitting
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ROCK CLIMBING
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SELF DEFENSE

Tai Chi
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Choir Camp
On Friday 21 and Saturday 22 January, the Chapel Choir participated in rehearsals, team building games,
and generally had fun getting to know each other better. In the scorching Makhanda heat, we sang and sang our
hearts out for a total of 15 hours, and by the end of the weekend, we had 5 new songs under the belt and a great
team spirit! It is important for us to sing a varied repertoire, consisting of What About Us? by P!nk; Amavolovolo
(a traditional Zulu song); Thulani Nizole by Rudolf de Beer; Vivaldi’s Gloria; and Allelluia Amen (Xhosa traditional).
The latter 3 songs are all being prepared to be performed en masse with the St Andrew’s College Choir,
Chamber Choir, String Orchestra, Wind Orchestra and Marimba Band at our Easter Celebration that will be held in
the Cathedral at the end of March. On Friday evening we had the opportunity to work with the SAC Chapel Choir on
some of these works. My thanks go to Mrs Salomie Rocher, Mr Nhlanhla Xipu, Ms Makatendeka Makoni and
Mr Asakhe Cuntsulana for their assistance with part practices and team building activities during the camp.

Ms Belinda de Villiers
Director of Music

Choir camp teambuilding
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN GEOGRAPHY OLYMPIAD RESULTS - 2021
The 5th National Online Geography Olympiad was
held before half-term, with 2575 learners participating
from 149 schools across South Africa.

Congratulations to the following girls for achieving
in the top 15% for Part B: The Royal Geographical
Society Module

There were 2 components in the Olympiad:
Part A - The South African National Geography
Olympiad and Part B - The Royal Geographical
Society Module

Bronze (Top 15%)
Courtney Carle
Paiton Levin
Erin Lowe
Isabella Pinto

Congratulations to the following girls for achieving
in the top 15% for Part A: The South African
National Geography Olympiad
Bronze (Top 15%)
Sarah De Le Harpe

Silver (Top 10%)
Cate Byers
Jessica Dietrich
Dominique Erasmus
Frances Rowe
Gold (Top 5%)
Josie Andrew
Chanda Bwalya
Joey Taylor
Hannah Jones

Silver (Top 10%)
Paiton Levin
Gold (Top 5%)
Ella Boonzaier
Hannah Jones

Platinum (Top 1%)
Tarryn Whitfield
(13th overall and 1st in the Eastern Cape)

Congratulations and well done to all these girls.

We are excited to announce the exciting
update on the achievements of Debating
dynamo, Kwezi Majavo!

Congratulations Kwezi,
in just one year you have taken the
debating world by storm!
Kwezi Majavu
•
•
•
•
•

DSG was
awarded the
3rd best performing
school for the
Royal Geographical
Society Module.

1st in the Eastern Cape
13th in SA
A member of EC junior team
Qualified for junior SA trials
Received a junior silver certificate
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Open Mic
The first Open Mic event of the year took place this past Saturday 29 January. The energy and excitement were evident to the importance and popularity of these Open Mic events among the learners of
DSG and St Andrew’s College. It was a wonderful opportunity for friends to catch up with each other
after the holidays in a relaxed and entertaining environment.
The Wall Tuck shop was kind enough to open for the
event and the hot chocolate and snacks aided in the
event being well supported. These events provide an
opportunity for emerging musicians to gain experience
performing to a live audience without having to go
through the normal process of signing up for a concert or
organizing their own gig.
Performances ranged from musical ensembles
consisting of guitar and keyboard to a solo ukulele. The
highlight of the night was a Grade 8, Gabriel Galtshoge,
from St Andrew’s College, performing an outstanding
and energetic performance of “Blinding Lights” by The
Weekend. Gabriel’s performance was met with roaring

applause and a standing ovation from all. He truly
encompassed the spirit of the Open Mic ethos which is to
provide an opportunity for learners to try performing for
the first time in a safe and encouraging environment by
supporting all who are brave enough to give it a go.
He can be commended on his bravery as a Grade 8
pupil, having the courage to stand up and perform for the
audience. A daunting experience but well worth it in the
end. Congratulations to all performers of the night for a
wonderful evening of music and friendship.

Jayson Flanagan
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Newpots Concert
The atmosphere at the Newpots Concert was
buzzing. The new girls were welcomed into
the school with a range of fun activities,
such as karaoke, a few dances, and a
fountain baptismal. The concert marks the
transition of ‘newbie’ to a fully-fledged
Girl in Green.
The girls begin their journey at DSG with the
fountain splash baptismal, and on their last
day of Matric, it ends with a fountain jump.
Much laughter, song, dance and applause
filled the air - a wonderful celebration
to kick off the start to the year ahead.
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New Girls Induction

The New Girls’ Induction Highlights
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Future Focused
ROBOTICS AND CODING ARE NOW
PART OF THE CURRICULUM!

Robotics and Coding has formally been introduced into the timetable into the Grade 8 and
Grade 9 curricula. At present, each class has a
“R&C” lesson every cycle.
In Grade 9, the pupils have been trained to be drone
pilots, and are flying indoor Tello drones. Learning to
control movements (pitch, roll, yaw and throttle) was a
little challenging at first, but many pupils quickly became
proficient pilots and started developing their own obstacle
courses. It helped that the drones have a smart camera
capturing the aerial footage too, and the girls soon
learned that taking ‘selfies’ from up high was almost
more rewarding than a terra firma shot. The Grade 9s will
soon begin Drone Block coding and simulations, along
with more flying and construction of their own drones, will
help navigate the imagination of our girls to new heights.
The Grade 8 curriculum is equally exciting.
Watch this space!

Petra Gentz
Deputy Head & Life Sciences Teacher
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NEW STAFF
Alistair Ferreira
Afrikaans Teacher

Have you always had the drive and passion to teach Afrikaans?
Yes, I always wanted to become a teacher and value the relationships
I have with the learners. Teaching Afrikaans has the benefit of not just
teaching a language but also through literature, exploring and educating
on life outside of the classroom.
What do you do in your spare time?
I like to read books, but my favourite thing is to spend time gardening.
It must feel good to be back in a familiar environment,
what are you looking forward to the most?
I look forward to and have already experienced the lovely Eastern Cape nature. I have missed my family
when I was away, and we are enjoying good family times again. I am also looking forward to seeing what I can offer
as a teacher at DSG this year.

Sanelisiwe Mahlangeni
Geography Teacher

You are very passionate about Geography and Environmental Studies,
tell us about a small initiative that you could implement at DSG…
An initiative that I’d start is to help learners from underprivileged schools
around Makhanda. They will get an opportunity to be tutored by our top
academic scholars for a day in a subject of their choice. Allow them to
share resources that they may not have access to and achieve the best
results possible.
The first thing you do when you get to your class is?
The first thing I do when I walk into my class is open the windows and
l let mother nature in. Nothing smells better than fresh grass and air in
the morning.
What do you like to do in your down time?
I love baking, hiking, and reading.

E N A VA N T

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY | 4 FEBRUARY 2022

NEW STAFF
Pierre Smit

Mathematical Literacy Teacher
How long have you been a teacher?
After graduating I taught at Marlborough College in England for 2 years as
a graduate assistant. Upon returning to South Africa I completed my PGCE
and started teaching in 2009.
What attributes do you believe make you a great teacher?
Except for having a full grasp of my subject I can interact with my students
and engage with them in constructive discussions. Sharing experiences
not only bound to the subject leads to a better understanding and trusting
relationship.
If you could teach just one lesson to your pupils, what would it be?
Sure there are many topics in my subject that I love teaching, but I believe teaching has a bigger purpose than just
content, knowledge or skills. My motto in life is to be kind to one another, embrace differences and always be humble.
I try and incorporate this in the manner in which I teach.

Hlumi Kondile

Foundation and Alumni Manager
What excites you about being back four years after matriculating
from DSG?
My job excites me, connecting with alumni and the hard work. I am
constantly driven to market, connect with old girls and show off the
greatness of DSG. Adding to that, this institution is great, working here
and being part of an amazing team of staff makes being back very nice.
A value DSG has taught you that you will never trade for
anything else?
To go out there and get it! Take every opportunity with both hands, grab it
and make use of it positively whatever it may be. Also, gratitude. From a
young DSG taught us to be aware and acknowledge the opportunities that the school gave us.
Every day I list at least five things I’m grateful for and that is a value I have been taught as a Girl in Green.
What is your passion?
My passion lies within humanities, women justice and equality.
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NEW STAFF
Sinead Brook
Marketing Consultant

You are an entrepreneur, what has been the biggest highlight for you
on your journey to building your brand?
The greatest highlight for me was conceptualising and creating a clean and
organic make-up artistry range for any woman. This would enable women
to use my products, to still feel beautiful and look gorgeous but without the
toxicity of many mainstream cosmetics. On top of that, women loved my
products and kept coming back especially women who had never been
able to wear make-up due to autoimmune illnesses, chronic conditions
or allergies.
What is it about your experience at DSG that made you want to send
your daughters to your Alma Mata?
Definitely the sisterhood and the brotherhood and the friendships that span decades. My daughters have watched
my friendships with my school friends over many years. I know I have an army DSG and College supporters who I
can turn to or offer support to at any time. This is priceless and provided me with great joy for over 30 years. Also the
warmth and grounding values that the school provides and of course the overall life-changing experience DSG offers
stands you in good stead for the years to come.
What is the most exciting change you have seen at DSG since your days as a Girl in Green?
Firstly the Espin renovation which is amazing (old Espinites). The addition of Manyano House and the incredible
Aquatics centre.

The greatest highlight

for me was conceptualising
and creating a clean and
organic make-up artistry
range for any woman
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NEW STAFF
Themba Mashobane
Cello Music Teacher

You are passionate about strings and music, what about music
changes the mood and atmosphere of a school?
Music brings people together. It has no barriers, and it is an international
language. The DSG and SAC community need music to heal, to laugh,
dance and most importantly to sing and play together. A group that prays
and sings together, will create a healthy atmosphere to make the school a
healthy environment. William Shakespeare once said “if music be the food
of love, play on”
You played for the Soweto String quartet, tell us about your
experience playing for this renowned ensemble?
Playing for The world-renowned Soweto String Quartet “SSQ”
has been such an honour. Eleven years of life-changing
experiences and so much cultural exchange with other
musicians. When you play for SSQ, you are automatically a
musical ambassador and a cultural export of South Africa.
Touring overseas has taught me a lot about self-respect,
being humble and appreciating life. The legends (SSQ) are
extraordinarily talented individuals and play professionally
together. I had big shoes to fill after the passing of one of their
founding members and cellist, Reuben Khemese, but through
courage and dedication, I fitted like a glove in the quartet. I’ll
always be grateful to the legends Sandile Khemese (violin 1) Thami
Khemese (violin 2) and Makhosini Mnguni (viola). I know for sure that
plans are in motion with our head of music Ms Belinda de Villiers to
bring SSQ to Makhanda to share the stage with the DSG and SAC
music groups in 2023.
Do you play any other instruments?
I also play and teach the double bass, which I find very interesting for
such a big instrument, but my first love is the cello. [laughs]
What do you enjoy doing in your downtime?
I am a soccer fanatic. When I’m not playing the Cello, I watch soccer
while the braai-stand flame grills the meat outside. [laughs] I think if
music did not go according to plan and I had no back injury, I would
have played soccer professionally.
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weekend!
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