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VALUE:

Flexibility
DEAR PARENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Coming from the Highveld, I am used to long
temperate summers and short, mild winters. Summer
in Johannesburg is a lovely drawn-out affair. A month
of soft, spring days, followed by a good six or seven
months of warm sunshine, pool days and thunderstorms.
In Makhanda, summer arrives with a bang somewhere
around Christmas Day and is condensed into three fiery
months of sweltering heat and humidity. The past week
has been particularly sizzling and we have punctuated
lessons with dips in the pool to keep our girls below
melting point. As one little girl in green commented, “It’s
so hot, my battery is at 10%!”
Eager to get back into the swing of sport, our girls have
already had a chance to compete in tennis matches, a
water polo tournament and the Bushman’s River Swim.
More tournaments are scheduled for this term and the
girls are looking forward to the Oakhill Chukka Festival
in Knysna and the All-Girls Festival in East London.
Both these tours have been cancelled for the past two
years so wewelcome their return and the festivities that
accompany them.

We are kicking off the year with the Outdoor Ed trips
scheduled over the next few weeks. These trips are an
opportunity for bonding, new experiences and learning
different skills in a novel way. It is also a chance for the
girls to exercise a few Habits of Mind such as, persisting;
creating, imagining and innovating; taking responsible
risks; thinking interdependently, and responding to
wonderment and awe. We hope the girls enjoy the
adventurous itineraries we have compiled for them.
Our Junior School theme this term is ‘Dream Big’, inspired
by Sir Francis Drake’s prayer, which Rev Rachel read at
the chapel service for new Grade 8s. I have included a
couple of verses here:
Disturb us, Lord, when
We are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
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My wish for all our
Junior School girls
this year is that they
get the chance to dare
boldly, set sail far
from the shore and
find the stars.
Jane Ritchie
Headmistress Junior School

Rev’s Reflections
The theme at the Junior Chapel this week was ‘Kindness’, with an emphasis on the words we say.
We used Proverbs 16:24 “Kind words are like honey, sweet to the taste and good for your health.”
GNT
Girls reminded the congregation of the many uses of honey as a food and for health benefits. Little wonder that
Proverbs likens kindness to honey. Its sweetness reflects the beauty that kind words can offer.
Look at how various Bibles have translated the word ‘kind’:

Well-ordered words are as a honeycomb: sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. Rheim’s Bible
Pleasant words are a honeycomb: sweet to the taste and health to the body. Holman’s Christian Standard Bible.
Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. NIV
‘Well-ordered’, ‘pleasant’, ‘gracious’. These are all beautiful words indicating that they are well thought through and
well-chosen before they are said.
I was impressed at the way girls had lots to share about using words that show kindness to others. Amazingly, Grade
4s had the most hands that went up! This would imply that saying kind words is very easy. Here, I must say our girls
are usually kind and loving. However, occasionally, we may find ourselves saying something unkind and this can be
hurtful and must be corrected.
Girls were implored to be intentional and do acts of kindness as well as say kind words to each other in the week
ahead. They will report back next week as to how easy or hard it was to be kind.
Kind, well-ordered, pleasant, gracious words are like honey. Sweet to the taste and good for your health.
Jesus showed us how to be kind in the many things that he did. We can learn from him.
May our words and actions spread kindness to those around us.
Love and blessings!

Rev Rachel
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A DSG parents’ prayer group was started in
2020 and now boasts 34 participants. We
pray for anything and everything that requires
prayers concerning girls, staff, parents, and
the surrounding community. Prayer points are
posted on the WhatsApp group every Thursday
for which we pray as the Spirit leads. This year,
we plan to occasionally hold virtual prayer
sessions to get to know each other more.

Two weeks at a glance
3 - 6 FEBRUARY
U13A Waterpolo
Oakhill Chukka Festival (Knysna)
8 - 10 FEBRUARY
Gr 7 Outdoor Ed
9 - 11 FEBRUARY
Grade 4 Outdoor Ed

Please join us in this worthy cause by sending
a message to Franci Ellis on 083 611 5859 or
Rev Rachel on 081 453 7339 /
r.ssekimpi@dsgschool.com

11 FEBRUARY
U11A & U13A Tennis
vs Stirling Primary (DSG)

Let us lift our school to our creator
in a mighty way.

JANUARY
6th - Rosalie Holderness
10th - Olothando Mbie
16th - Morgan White
23rd - Rowena Bataringaya
25th - Jessica Vroom
26th - Zenande Gumede
27th - Valentina Abbate
28th - Lamandlovu Mdingi
30th - Michaela Blaine
FEBRUARY
2nd - Iminathi Mgudlandlu & Omphile Khalatha
8th - Noku Chigogwana
9th - Amy Ladds

Happy

Birthday
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NEW GIRLS

Orientation
E N A VA N T

TITLE | 21 JANUARY 2022

E N A VA N T

TITLE | 28 JANUARY 2022

E N A VA N T

TITLE | 21 JANUARY 2022

E N A VA N T

TITLE | 28 JANUARY 2022

Big Sisters

FOR THE GRADE 4s

Each Grade 4 girl is allocated one or two Grade 7s in Term 1
to play the role of big sister to help them settle in,
orientate themselves and learn the ropes.
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THIS WEEK’S

Girls in Green
We are delighted to introduce you to some of our newest
Girls in Green – Welcome to the family!
We wish all our new girls a wonderful journey at DSG!

Rebecca Cobbing
Nickname/s - Rebecca

Grade: 4
Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from/live? Grahamstown Makhanda
What makes your home/city or town special? Everything
What do you like doing for fun? Reading and building Lego
What is something you want to learn how to do? Swim properly
When is the last time you made someone smile? This morning
What makes you laugh? Jokes
What is something you are really looking forward to? My tenth birthday
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Everything
What do you want to be when you grow up? I don’t know yet

Unothando Buthelezi
Nickname/s - Uno, Thando, Butterfly

Grade: 4
Day Girl or Boarder? Day girl
Where do you come from/live?
I come from Joburg and live in Makhanda Grahamstown
What makes your home/city or town special?
It’s very big and full of people
What do you like doing for fun?
I like listening to music and watching Netflix
What is something you want to learn how to do? I want to learn piano
and tennis
When is the last time you made someone smile? Today
What makes you laugh? My mom with her dad jokes
What is something you are really looking forward to? Getting a puppy on my birthday
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The dining hall and all my friends
What do you want to be when you grow up? I don’t know yet but I have plenty of time
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Leila Morule
Nickname/s - Laylay

Grade: 5
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from/live? Botswana, Gaborone
What makes your home/city or town special? My family lives there
I have a brother aged 21 years and a sister aged 34 years
What do you like doing for fun? I like to hug my mom
What is something you want to learn how to do?
I want to learn to do a backflip
When is the last time you made someone smile?
Yesterday, I made my cousin smile
What makes you laugh? Being with my family
What is something you are really looking forward to? Seeing my family
What is your favourite thing about DSG? That my cousins are here
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a teacher

Nokubonga Chigogwana
Nickname/s - Knox, Nono

Grade: 6
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from/live? Joburg
What makes your home/city or town special? It’s the city of Gold
What do you like doing for fun? Crocheting
What is something you want to learn how to do? Water polo
When is the last time you made someone smile? This afternoon
What makes you laugh? Family and friends
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Seeing my parents
What is your favourite thing about DSG? Having a sleepover every day
What do you want to be when you grow up? Doctor, lawyer or vet

W hat is your
favour ite thing
ab out DSG?

“Hav ing a sle ep over
ev

er y day”

Nokubonga Chigogw

ona

“A lways having som

eone to talk to”

Gomolemo Mfikwe
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Gomolemo Mfikwe
Nickname/s - Gomo

Grade: 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from/live? Johannesburg
What makes your home/city or town special? My family
I have a brother aged 21 years and a sister aged 34 years
What do you like doing for fun? Drawing
What is something you want to learn how to do? A frontflip
When is the last time you made someone smile? This morning
What makes you laugh? My friends
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going on the American trip
What is your favourite thing about DSG?
Always having someone to talk to
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A marketer

Zoe Hobson

Nickname/s - Zozo, Zotel
Grade: 7
Day Girl or Boarder? Boarder
Where do you come from/live? On a farm near Graaff-Reinet
What makes your home/city or town special?
It’s one of the oldest towns in SA
What do you like doing for fun? Thinking up stories
What is something you want to learn how to do? Play guitar
When is the last time you made someone smile? Today
What makes you laugh? My brother
What is something you are really looking forward to?
Going home this weekend
What is your favourite thing about DSG? The people
What do you want to be when you grow up? A journalist
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The Grange
MONITORS

Left to right, the Grade 7 Grange monitors:
Mihle Nghona, Anna Lake, Sikelelwe Msipha, Wemi Babalola, Kianga Kubedi, Lamandlovu Mdingi
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REPORT
After an intense pre-season training camp, the U13
water polo team had a chance to put their hard work
into action. The girls started the season on a strong note
with two victories. They beat the Kingswood U13 team,
racking up a score of 14 - 5. They also managed to beat
the DSG U14B by 12 goals to one. The girls fought hard
to the very last minute with much grit and perseverance,
but unfortunately lost 6 - 3 to the DSG U15B team.
Our U13A and B tennis teams kicked off the season
playing a fixture against Kingswood College. The U13A
team dominated in their doubles fixture, resulting in a 4-0
win to DSG. Our U13B team won their doubles match
3-1 and lost their singles match 7-1. These teams also
played a fixture against St Andrew’s Prep on Friday that
same week. Both teams played pro-set double fixtures.

The U13A team drew 2-2 and the U13B team lost 4-0.
Well done to both teams for showing some exciting
tennis and outstanding sportsmanship over the two
days. A great start to the year!
On Sunday, 13 of our swimmers braved the cold water at
our annual Bushmans River Mile. Well done to Michaela
Blaine on coming first overall, closely followed by Wemi
Babalola and then Phillipa Huxtable.
Well done on a positive and successful start to what we
hope will be an explosive year of sport!

Ms Aya Sowazi
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JUNIOR

Winners
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A week assembly
This week’s assembly was allocated to grade 6’s, their theme was based on a scripture Mathew 5:8
which encourages us to have pure hearts so that God can dwell in them. them. The girls did an
experiment to demonstrate this scripture.
An egg was used that represented God and a beaker
of water represented one’s heart. When placing the egg
(God) in the beaker of clean and fresh water(heart),
the egg settles at the bottom, however when adding salt
into the beaker of water - which represented traits of a
bad character such as greed, envy, selfishness etc. the
egg floats in the beaker of water instead of sinking in.

Therefore, we need to have pure hearts or pure intentions
in order for God to dwell in hearts and work within us and
get rid of all bad traits that hinder His presence”.

Ms Nosi Lukhele
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Design

& TECHNOLOGY

Grade 7 Spaghetti Towers
The Grade 7s had were tasked with a fun, quickfire Design and Technology challenge to build the tallest spaghetti
tower, using only the pasta, tape and string that can support a Lego man at the top.

Mrs Judy Paul
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yay

GRADE 4
It was far too hot to
do athletics so we
sorted and classified
Lego components.
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WINNING
GROUP:
153cm tall!
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Community
ENGAGEMENT

At our first meeting of the year the EarlyAct club has elected a serving committee of 7 girls
to lead the group in its activities, with Uminathi Sakhela as the chairperson.
We are excited at the enthusiasm of the Grade 6 and 7 girls who have signed up and look forward to a positive and
busy year.

Mrs Angie Gooden
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Sewing Club
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Weekend

LOADING...
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