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Dear DSG Parents, Girls, Staff and Friends
The Matric Class of 2020 marked the end of their DSG
careers in style and good taste during a memorable
Balloon Weekend. The Valedictory Ceremony, Guild
Dinner, Matric Farewell and Prize-Giving were among
the beautiful moments that will never be forgotten.
These were especially meaningful because the Matric
parents were able to share in the celebrations – something that initially was not possible. Although these
special events were marked by mixed emotions of joy
and sadness, it struck me that the overwhelming sentiment from girls and parents, was gratitude for things
usually taken for granted – but not this time!
I reflected on this observation and on how powerful
the concept is.
We take things for granted when we feel entitled to
them. I think entitlement must be one of the things
I despise most in life. Entitled people are difficult to
please, usually more privileged than most and generally struggle to smile. An entitled person operates from
the belief that they deserve more than others – includ-

ing special treatment – something they hardly ever
give to others. There is a very fine line between entitlement and narcissism, which is a blinding self-centeredness that ends up hurting others, especially
those close to the person. It is impossible to find an
entitled person who is humble and truly happy.
The opposite of entitlement is appreciation and
gratitude, which is rooted in humility and perspective.
In a context of abundance and privilege, perspective
is very important in order to ensure that entitlement
does not gradually creep up on us without us even
realizing it. This can happen so easily because humans have an amazing ability to adapt, which means
that we get used to almost anything, especially when
it is good. When the novelty wears off, we accept it
as the ‘new normal’, or even our right. The truth is,
that anything more than our basic human rights is
not to be taken for granted. This might sound a bit
harsh because for many of us, including myself, we
think a cappuccino, when we feel like one, is a basic
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human right, especially when we are willing to pay for
it. Wrong! There are more humans in the world who do
not enjoy basic human rights than those who do.
A new global Ipsos poll conducted in 28 countries,
finds that only four in ten (43%) global citizens agree
that everyone in their country enjoys the same basic
human rights, casting doubt over how universal human
rights actually are – even in some of the most developed countries. While two in ten (20%) neither agree
nor disagree, one in three (33%) flat out disagree
that everyone in their country enjoys the same basic
human rights. Interestingly, people in Germany (63%)
and China (63%) are most likely to agree, while those
in South Africa (25%) and Italy (28%) are least likely.

As we enter the final stretch of the school year, I wish
all the girls, staff and parents in our community every
success on a strong finish to 2020 – especially our
Matrics, who are about to sit their final examinations.
The very fact that they are able to do so, cannot be
taken for granted. There is indeed much for which we
can be grateful.
En Avant!

Jannie de Villiers
Head of School

Among 16 groups of people, those most seen as in
need of protection for their human rights are: children
(selected by 56% of survey respondents globally),
the disabled (48%), older people (44%) and women (38%). Next are: people on low incomes (30%),
refugees (24%), ethnic minorities (23%), young people
(22%), people who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender (21%), the unemployed (21%), people with little
or no education (20%) and immigrants (19%), religious
minorities (15%), people with different political views
(12%), part-time workers (11%), and prisoners (8%).
When most of us look at these findings, we must admit
that they do not describe our personal reality, but rather our responsibility to help change these unsettling
but undeniable realities of millions of others. It starts
with not taking our situation for granted.
I am not writing about this to put the DSG community
on a guilt trip, but rather to remind us of a truth I read
in a quote from an anonymous author: “When you
take things for granted, the things you are granted get
taken.”
Where do we start? Let us not allow the small gifts
in life to go unnoticed. Let’s open our eyes to what
is around us. We are here, at this moment – alive,
learning and able to choose! If we are taking these
and many other things for granted, it’s time to change
that. Entitlement steals our joy and sense of purpose.
It stops us from smelling the roses and noticing the
subtle change in season with the first buds of Spring.
We let go of the little things, and the rest goes with it.
In a recent article, Sarah Browne writes, “When you
experience gratitude, you flourish. You find yourself.
You know who you are. You let yourself breathe when
you feel the weight of the world on you. You learn to
let go and appreciate the good rather than hold onto
things that no longer serve you. And all of this is within
your reach!”

“Gratitude is not only
the greatest of virtues,
but the parent of all
others.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero
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Reflections from Rev
Balloon Weekend bustles with activity at DSG and
this year, was no different. We were fortunate that
Covid-19 did not halt our traditions and celebrations, Balloon Weekend went ahead as planned albeit with quite a different format.
Preparations started months before with confirmation classes. This year the initial classes were all
virtual to enable us to continue during lockdown.
Although it worked well, the set up was not ideal as
girls were not able to bond as easily as they would
have face-to-face.

school and the friendships they have made with each
other, sad for having to leave all this behind and embark on a new journey. It is our prayer that God may
continue to guide each of them through their final exams and in their future.
God was indeed on our side as shortly before Balloon
Weekend, lockdown was lifted to level 1, allowing us
to meet in slightly bigger numbers while observing
all the protocols. This enabled us to celebrate these
milestones like we have always done, marking an
end to this unique year, 2020.

Rev Rachel

I am so grateful to have had Ms Cindy Fumbata and
Ms Arisa Heald helping me in many aspects of training these girls. They made the job, with so many
technical demands, seem very easy. It was therefore a great relief to have the opportunity to physically have the weekend camp. The Holy Spirit was
indeed resident among us. The girls were able to
open up to receive inspiration through Alpha videos,
worship, Bible study and times of reflection. Thirteen girls were baptized during that weekend. The
service was held in a beautiful setting in the Chapel
in the Bush, at Assegaai Trails Game Reserve.
One of the reflection activities was for the girls to
create their gardens representing their lives. The
second part of the activity asks them to remove anything of a negative nature from their gardens, and to
place Jesus in the best position in their gardens. It
was interesting to hear some of the girls’ stories of
why they had to move Jesus to new positions. The
camp was the highlight of the girls’ journey and all
forty-two girls felt they were ready to be confirmed.
Bishop Ebenezer presided at the Confirmation service and he too delivered a very emotional and insightful sermon. We are indeed excited for these
girls and pray that they may continue to walk closely
with the Lord. Twenty-one of these girls have gone
on to be appointed as sacristans.
The school held the Farewell Service for the Matrics on the Friday of Balloon Weekend. As always,
this is a very special service where the school bids
goodbye to the Matrics. The candle-lighting ceremony, as it has come to be known, starts when the
girls join the school in Grade 8. They each receive a
lit candle symbolizing their life at DSG. At the end of
their Matric year, the ceremony is repeated but this
time marking the girls’ exit from DSG. The ceremony is filled with mixed emotions of happiness and
sadness. Happy to have been a part of this amazing
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CONFIRMATION
REPORT 2020
This year has been like no other in many respects,
however this did not stop us from going ahead with
confirmation. During the course of lockdown we
met with the girls over Zoom and had the opportunity to watch Alpha videos together. After each
video we would break into smaller groups which
allowed us to get to know each other better, as well
as create a space where girls could share their
thoughts and ask questions.

Reflection time - Anako Maleki

In bringing the confirmation course together, we
have a camp that solidifies all that has been learnt
over the course of the year - this is always a highlight in the girls’ confirmation journey, and this year
was no different. The camp theme was the ‘Holy
Spirit’ and this year’s camp was held at Assegaai
Trails, which formed a beautiful backdrop with its
stunning landscapes. The fresh air and ‘different
space’ set a lovely tone for the camp. There was
much expectation, lots of laughter and fun, as
well as activities that were centred on valuing and
celebrating each other. We also had deep conversations, worshipped God and prayed together.
All in all, this camp was a meaningful time in the
lives of the girls and will bear much fruit in years to

Building her garden - Josie Apps

come. The girls got confirmed on 4th October
2020 in a beautiful service.

Arisa Heald
Confirmation leader
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UMNGQOKOLO
The Class of 2020
Our Valedictory Chapel service was a beautiful moment to commemorate the end of our DSG experience. Rev Rachel delivered a powerful sermon that
detailed some of the issues that have been important this year, like the impact of COVID-19 and the
Black Lives Matter Movement. She implored us, as
the Class of Corona, to go out into the world accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and create change.
Signing out in the book, singing the School Hymn
and processing out of the Chapel for the last time
really emphasised how we are closing one chapter
of our lives and a few tears were shed! However, we
were all smiles again as we sang “We Are Girls of
DSG” around the Fountain, and we excitedly headed to the Dining Hall for our Guild Dinner.

Candle lighting ceremony at The Valedictory

The Guild Dinner was the beginning of a new chapter for us - not as Girls in Green, but as new Old
Girls! The evening was wonderful - there was lots
of laughter and it is one that I am sure we will never forget. A highlight was the address by the guest
speaker, Ms Ntombi Tisani (Merriman, 1995). Not
only did Ms Tisani give us a few life tips from members of the Class of 1995, but she spoke of umngqokolo, a traditional Xhosa form of polyphonic singing
where multiple notes are sung in one throat to create harmonies, to describe the Class of 2020: we
are all unique single notes but together we create a
complex, melodic harmony. I thought that was such
an amazing way to describe the special girls that
make up this Matric class unlike any other.
Although I am incredibly sad to be leaving DSG, the
memories made at these two events and the memories made over the past five years are worth their
weight in gold and will forever be treasured. Thank
you to Rev Rachel, Ms Wienekus and everyone who
was involved in making our Valedictory Service and
Guild Dinner unforgettable events.

Oyama Mzayidume
Headgirl 2020

Guest speaker Ntombi Tisani - full feature in next newsletter
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The Matric Farewell

Kristen du Plessis
And as if by design, lockdown 1 came just in time to allow for a magical weekend
- full of fun, celebrations and friendship. Seeing such beauty and beaming faces,
made one forget the struggle that these girls have faced this year.
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Phila Tshangatshanga

Libo Ngwenya

Yonelani Tini

Ivana Stevens

Zanda Nkosiyane

Pamela Ganca
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Mikayla Eksteen

Nthabiseng Koloi

Sambesiwe Kukusi

Leigh Saywood

Kayla van Staden

Daniella Benjamin

16 October 2020

E N AVA N T

Oyama Mzayidume

Ruth Fick

Isabella Tsinosis

Mbali Booi

Khanya Lugongolo

Sarah Charles
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Libo Ngwenya

Tamara Jack

Tayla Brown

Leah Micklewright
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Jodie Crowther

Meghan van Niekerk

Yolisa Ngcola
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Prize-Giving 2020
Monday 5 October, the Monument in Makhanda held its first large
function since the start of lockdown. The DSG Balloon Week celebrations, aimed largely at the Matrics, ended off with about a hundred parents, sixty-five staff and eighty-four Matrics celebrating the
academic, sporting, cultural and all-round achievements our girls.
The event looked very different from previous years owing to
Covid-19 - with all guests being screened on arrival, followed by a
visit to the sanitizing station and then being ushered to a seat with
a free seat on either side of them. The impressive auditorium which
usually seats 950 guests, was reduced to a mere fraction.
The crowd was treated to a wide array of talent from the music, drama and art departments*, interspersed with touching speeches delivered by the Head Girl, Oyama Mzayidume and the Deputy Head
Girl, Charlotte Abraham as well as the Head of School, Jannie De
Villiers and Council Chair, Mark Cotton. The atmosphere was relaxed and authentic, and each girl that walked across the stage
to receive her prize, was enveloped in love by the crowd’s warm
cheers and applause. Despite the social distancing measures put
in place, and the expanse of the venue, the Prize-Giving still managed to feel warm and intimate.
In the meantime, back at school and in homes across the country,
pupils, parents and staff watched the entire ceremony via a live
YouTube link. At school, the Grade 10s and 11s were in The Lilla
Strong Hall, while the Grade 8s and 9s were seated in the Chapel,
all watching the ceremony whilst adhering to social distancing protocols. It was a fitting end to a beautiful week marking the end of the
academic year before the final NSC examinations.
The following need to be acknowledged in making the Prize-Giving
event a success:
Margie McLeod, Simon Holderness, Zane Brown, Jayson Flanagan, Angela Southey, Hayley van Vuuren, Vivian Wessels, Steve
Emslie and their crew, the Grade 11 girls who were backstage
crew and camera workers, Thea Steele, Belinda de Villiers, Salomie Rocher, Susan Baker, Kuschi Openshaw, Juli-Anne Norton,
Rev Rachel Ssekimpi, student assistants who were our screeners,
David Jarvis, Jane Jarvis, the IT Department, Sean Bryan and his
transport team, Victoria Mallett and Davidean Bridger.

Dr Petra Gentz

Deputy Head - Academic
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SPORTS AWARDS
BASKETBALL
Most improved player:
Qhama Skenjana
Perseverance and Dedication:
Tlanyi Bomela
Player of the year:
Sambesiwe Kukisi
HOCKEY
Southgate Trophy – Most Goals in a season: (3 Goals in 6 games):
Torva Sharwood
Bondi & Ally Pope Trophy (Performance & Dedication to Hockey):
Torva Sharwood
HORSE RIDING
Perseverance and Dedication:
Babette Swart
Rider of the year:
Georgie Gerber
LIFESTYLE
All Round Contribution to Lifestyle Sport:
Acacia Bell
NETBALL
Most improved player:
Duki Sonuga
Perseverance and Dedication:
Emma Mulcahy
SQUASH
Perseverance and Dedication:
Lucy McAdam
WATERPOLO
Most Improved player:
Taylor Brown
Perseverance and Dedication:
Leigh Saywood
Player of the Year:
Katarina Behr
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SPECIAL AWARDS
Senior Holland Prize for Spoken English
Awarded to the winner of the Senior Interhouse Public Speaking
Oyama Mzayidume
DSG Art Prize 2020
Awarded to the girl whose work is purchased by the school to be
added to the DSG art collection
Acacia Bell
Dance Studio Cup
Awarded to aGrade 12 girl for excellence and dedication to dancing
Nicole Flanagan
Whittaker Prize for Singing and Service to the Choir
Ivana Stevens
Prize for Service to the Chapel
Sarah Charles
Mrs Horton’s Prize for Service (Grade 12)
Awarded to a girl who hasserved the school through her involvement in the wider community
Lucy McAdam
Lucy Ter Morshuizen
The Gauteng Parent Group Prize
Awarded to a girl in Grade 12 who has given of her best in the classroom,
on the sports field and in cultural and extra-mural activities
Esona Dyantyi
The P B Norton Memorial Prize
awarded to a girl who has shown exceptional generosity of spirit and enthusiasm in all
aspects of school life and who adds positively to school morale
Mingoli Khonje
Babette Swart
Lucy Davidson Memorial Award
Presented to a girl who has shown courage, perseverance and a loving heart
Charlotte Abraham
Margaret Edwards Prize (Grade 12)
Awarded to a girl for outstanding service to a portfolio
Kelby Barker
Leigh Saywood
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ACADEMIC AWARDS
Prize for Progress in Mathematics
Awarded to a Matric pupil who has shown grit, determination, tenacity and inner-motivation which
has resulted in a noticeable improvement in her Mathematics results
Katarina Behr
GBS Mutual Bank Progress Prize
Awarded for consistent progress throughout the year
Genevieve Arnold, Sihle Bhangaza and Isabella Tsinonis
Prize for Diligence in Matric
Awarded to a girl who has shown tenacity and determination in her pursuit of academic improvement
Tlanyi Bomela, Danique Bouman,Felicity Burton, Chloe Lindsay,
Catherine More, Angela Sheard and Babette Swart
The ARC Award
Awarded to a girl for all-round contribution and commitment to the school, who has added value in
all spheres of school life (including the morale of DSG and the general well-being of her peers)
and has displayed the Christian values of compassion, humility, loyalty and empathy
Duki Sonuga
Head’s Award(s)
Awarded for outstanding contributions to the school
Tyreece Burger, Sarah Charles, Leah Micklewright,
Emma Mulcahy, Zanda Nkosiyane, Lucy Ter Morshuizen and Yonelani Tini
En Avant Award(s)
Awarded for excellence, outstanding contribution and personal endeavour
Kelby Barker, Mikayla Eksteen, Yolisa Ngcola,
Leigh Saywood, Charlotte Abraham. Oyama Mzayidume
Dux Award
Awarded to the girl who has attained the top combined marks in the
final Grade 11 Examinations and all her Grade 12 Mark Orders
Ivana Stevens

Click here to view the DSG’s Virtual Art Exhibition

E N AVA N T

16 October 2020

It was Ndalos 3rd birthday last week - he has been at Home of Joy since he was 2 weeks old. His mom died of HIV
when he was just a few days old! Erin Powers made delicious cupcakes to celebrate his special day!

Community
Service

Spreading the LOVE
and
MAKING IT COUNT
Still delivering groceries to Little Flower School!

Emma Ellis & Zanel Lombard Gr 10 made thes awesome masks, we donated them to Home of Joy - they were immensely grateful- as they only had one mask each and every day when they came home from school Gogo would have
to wash all 30 masks to have them ready for the next day!
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Gorgeous Memory game made by Robyn Ellis Gr 8 for Little
Flower pre school

Ella Rippon made Eco Bricks and Thantasiwe Dwane made
scarves for Home of Joy!

L and bottom: Jemma Quin (Grade 12)
Top R: Lilliza Bijleveld
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S U P ER POW ERS
Erin Powers, Grade 10, was the overall winner of this year’s SA school’s MathsArt competition
run by the Govan Mbeki Maths Development Centre. Her work has to be seen in person to be
appreciated fully. Although still magnificent, online images and videos do NOT do it justice at all.
The depth, perspective, light, shadows, thought and movement generated by fine strung threads
in algorithmic layering, is breathtakingly soft and stunningly beautiful and her explanation of the
mathematics in terms of the theme ‘My Universe’ was absolutely mind-boggling. Angie Weisswange
What Mathematics did you use in your artwork?

My medium is string art - creating an intricate image
by arranging string between fixed points. Mathematical
calculations determine how the string should be arranged. An algorithm is used to generate the arrangement of the string, as it is too complex for humans to
calculate. Dark and light areas of the image are created by the frequency of the string’s intersections in the
circle - calculated using the equations of the chords.
I chose the image of a face because I find the golden
ratio fascinating and human faces have so many examples of the golden ratio in their design.

How did you creatively connect Mathematics
with “my Universe” to make your artwork?

My artwork is a fusion of art and mathematics - using
mathematics to create art. I chose my face because
it represents me, and the fact that ‘My Universe’ is
different to everyone else’s, because of my perspective, formed by my life experiences. I noticed parallels
between this concept and the ‘Ubuntu’ philosophy:

every person has an impact on everyone else’s lives and therefore, their universe. A thread connects us all,
and makes us who we are. Like the thread creates the
image of me, everyone’s impact on my life has made
me who I am, including my love of mathematics.

Do you think creativity could be used to teach
Mathematics?

I think that creative teaching and learning is vital for
students’ comprehension. Innovative explanations are
often more interesting and can make more sense, in
order to develop mathematical ability and have a more
rounded understanding of content.
Moreover, mathematics is about problem solving,
which is a creative process. It is important for learners
to think creatively, in order to solve problems in class,
and in life.
I recently started learning analytical geometry at
school, and it was so cool to see its application in myartwork and I believe that I now have a deeper understanding of what I’m learning.
To view the video of Erin creating
this masterpiece click here

Erin and her mother, Sue Powers
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LIFE THROUGH MY LENS with L eigh Saywood
Leigh Saywood has been an intergral and invaluable member of the Advancement Office this year in her role
as Media and Marketing prefect. During lockdown, she did not falter and continued keeping us connected with
the girls, driving ideas, sharing images and making outstanding videos. The role is not simply about marketing
to prospective pupils and parents, but is also about showcasing our school, sharing our stories and our passion
– not only to outsiders but, those who work and live within the school and Leigh has fulfilled her role with flying
colours! The Advancement Team is immensely grateful for all she has done and the energy and enthusiasm
with which she has done it. We wish Leigh the greatest success in the future and will follow
@LeighSaywoodPhotography closely to see where the world takes her!

What do you do as Media & Marketing prefect ?

Since Grade 8, I have worked under the prefect responsible for media and marketing and I have seen the
portfolio grow from strength to strength. Many people
assume that this portfolio consists of the prefect looking
for and or going around campus and capturing moments
on camera for the newsletter, which is not all wrong. We
do run around like maniacs periodically, hunting for photographs of girls at sports events, music concerts, in the
chapel and in boarding however, the portfolio consists
of a lot more. It also involves including girls in the marketing of the school as much as possible, by asking for
short reports of activities they attend or even just a short
interview with a girl to see what it is like to be a grade
8 in a green gym. Media and marketing is an exciting
portfolio, as we are continuously looking for new ways
to capture people’s attention and market the school.

What inspired your passion for photography?

I have always loved looking at life from a different perspective – I was quite a difficult child actually! What
made me fall in love with photography was knowing
that there is no moment just like this one right now, so
I wanted to find a way to hold the moment in my heart
forever. I have taken millions of photos over the years
of sport, people, landscapes, animals and other random
things, but every single picture has a story behind it,
and that story is what I hold close to my heart.

Are you self-taught, if so, who taught you the
ropes?

I am not a qualified photographer in any way, I have
a passion for photography and that is why I do it. I
knew nothing about photography in the beginning and
I must admit, I am still learning. I taught myself everything that I know by spending hours behind the lens
playing with buttons and settings, and of course the
odd YouTube video did help.

What is your favourite subject matter and why?

I would say my favourite subject matter is sport as I
love capturing the passion and fearlessness each
player shows. I love the sportsmanship and joy that
comes through in many images. Animals are another
subject matter which I love. I also have a passion for
the environment.

Tell us what you plan on doing with your photography skills, will you be taking this further?
Photography is something I would like to continue forever, because every moment needs to be cherished.
I won’t be doing anything do to with photography next
year, but I am looking to do a short course in my holidays. Next year I will be studying a BSc Sports Science at Stellenbosch University.
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Do you have any advice or tips for the budding
media/marketing/ journo girls at DSG, who
would like to make a valuable contribution to
the Advancement team?
Every Girl in Green must know that they playing a marketing role, just by wearing their uniform with pride. DSG
is a very special school and all who pass through here
come out bigger, better and stronger. One tip is that
you must not do something to please people, you must
do it because you love to do it. If you love photography, don’t let anyone get in your way. Do what you love
and do it with you whole heart and then you will go far.

Lastly you have been at DSG for quite some
time, tell us what you love about DSG and
your greatest memories?

I have been at DSG since Grade 6, 2014, so 7 years.
I love DSG, I really do. This school has allowed me
to grow into my skin in a safe environment and has
taught me what it means to be independent, honest
and true to myself. I have many memories of my time
at DSG, but my best memories will be days in the
boarding house with all my Crewe sisters, just taking
it easy in our Cops Comm watching LOL. I am beyond
grateful for all the staff and girls who have made my
time at DSG such a memorable and valuable experience.

To get in touch with Leigh for photographic
work or view her work, go to her Facebook
page:
Leigh Saywood Photography
KDay Video
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THE SOCCER SQUAD
Since the introduction of soccer at DSG in Term 3
2019, the sport has really taken shape. We started
off with very few players and not having enough to
field a side, to having a small squad of 15 girls (ranging from Grade 9 to 11) and playing our first matches. This season we have doubled in size!
Term 1 saw the girls play friendly matches against
the St Andrews College Boys and the local African

Connection Football Club. They also played at their
first festival and put their best foot forward by drawing
two of their three matches. Despite COVID-19, the
‘Girls in Green’ have had the opportunity to sharpen
their skills. The team has used this time to focus
on building their fitness and perfecting their skills,
so that when the games do start up again, they are
prepared for the challenge.
We have really seen the girls put in a tremendous
amount of effort into their game and watched them
truly excel at soccer trials, yielding a strong first
team and a very capable second team. We are optimistic that soccer as a discipline at DSG, will continue to grow both in strength and numbers. We will
continue to encourage girls to play with passion and
have fun, whilst remaining focused on learning and
mastering the game.

Ms Vuyo Shezi
Manager

“It’s hard to beat a
person who
NEVER gives up!”
Babe Ruth

Soccer at DSG
is here to stay!

Read our player
testimonials
to find out more,
about how girls
are daring to try
something new, finding
their feet and discovering
a passion for the game!

“soccer, is
undoubtably my
favourite sport.”

I really enjoy playing 		
soccer, it is undoubtedly my
favourite sport. I enjoy getting on to the field after
a long day of school and feel the thrill of kicking
the ball, passing the ball to teammates and scoring goals. Soccer is a great sport because you
receive a lot of support from your teammates as
well as your coaches. It has drastically improved
my communication and my teamwork skills. I haven’t been playing soccer at DSG for very long, I
joined at the beginning of term 3, but I have really
improved since my very first practice session. I
look forward to getting to know my teammates
and coaches better on the field, and for my love
for the game to grow further.
- Loapi Mokgatlhe (Grade 8)
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I joined the soccer team because of my passion and
excitement for the game.
I was eager to try out a
new sport that has never been a part of the
school before. I was very
nervous in the beginning
o f
the season as I had never
played proper
soccer before, but with the
help our wonderful coach, Mr N.Biyela, I was able
to improve and enhance my soccer skills enabling
me to gain confidence on the field. From our first
game against The African Connection- WUFC to
my concussion in Port Elizabeth at the soccer tournament, it really has been absolute bliss. I am very
grateful to be part of such an amazing, supportive
team.

who had never attempted it before. Throughout
the season, we all learnt from each other and from
our coach Mr Biyela. We had our first official game
against a local team, which was a bit scary, they
were a team that was already quite experienced,
and we were still finding our feet. The match was
a learning experience and not long after, we were
given the opportunity to play in the Alexander
Road Festival, where we were able to prove ourselves and apply what we had learned from
the previous loss. Coming back to school after
lockdown with the new soccer season approaching, there was a large number of new girls in the
junior team and new members in the senior team.
The progress of soccer at DSG makes me excited
for our next season!
Aviwe Ndlaleni (Grade 11)

Alicia Khumalo (Grade 11)

When it was first announced that soccer was going to be introduced at DSG,
I was so excited. I was a
part of the girls’ soccer
team at my old school
and I was sad to hear
that it was not on offer
when I arrived at the
school.
My experience in the DSG soccer team has been
a lot of fun. Our first few soccer practices started
in late 2019, where there wasn’t a large turnout of
girls who wanted to play. Although in early 2020,
a full team was made from a combination of girls
who had played soccer before and mostly those
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Playing soccer this term
has been an amazing
experience. I’ve loved
getting to know new
people and have really
enjoyed improving my
skills - I really appreciated
how everyone was so willing
to give constructive criticism.

Grade 8 Pencil Drawings

I originally joined soccer as something fun and extra to do along with my other sport, but soon after
starting, I realized I had a passion for the game
along with my fellow teammates. What I’ve learnt
is that even though we are such a small sport
right now, there are a lot of people who are passionate about the game and are wanting to make
this sport permanent at DSG.
My advice to girls starting next year, soccer isn’t a
sport you just do for fun as an extra, it can be, but
then you will become disappointed when you begin to do fitness. In the end it is a lot of fun when
you begin to play with the people who love the
sport and are passionate, so do respect the game
and never forget to have fun.
Shaelyn Walker (Grade 11)

L-R:
Megan Gaunt,
Josie Turner,
Sarah Lake,
Kayla Wienand,
Isabella Rodwell,
and
Francesca
Morgan-Grenville
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MUSIC AND CULTURE AT DSG THIS TERM (SO FAR…..)

String Orchestra at the Sunset Concert

We are extremely happy to be functioning more ‘normally’ within the Music and Cultural Departments this
term. Less online and more live activities and performances have made our souls and our hearts happy, and
it is wonderful to hear the sounds of rehearsals and lessons ringing through our departments. Nevertheless,
we did begin the term with the annual John Axe Arts
Week being held online from 14 – 18 September, and
we were treated to a week-long celebration of visual
art, design, drama, music, and film. My thanks go to Mr
Zane Brown who coordinated the week, and to all staff
members and pupils involved.

Marimba Band at the Sunset Concert

On 1 October we held yet another successful online
Open Mic Concert. This was the final one of its kind for
the year, and our hope is that the next event in 2021
will be live. My thanks go to Mr Jayson Flanagan once
again, for coordinating all of our wonderful live and online Open Mic events throughout the year.
On Tuesday 29 September we held our Matric Music recital, with outstanding performances by Yolisa Ncgola,
Saxaphones at the Sunset Concert
(violin), Kayla van Staden (clarinet), Lukhanyiso Bomela
(drumkit), and Sascha van der Merwe (piano). This rewere not able to involve the Chapel Choir in these sercital was held in front of a limited live audience, and
vices due to Covid restrictions, we were thrilled to be
served as a final dress rehearsal for our subject Music
able to showcase some of our talented vocalists and
pupils’ final practical examinations.
instrumentalists during these events, and we are very
proud of these girls.
Balloon Week was jampacked with opportunities for
solo and small group performances, and a number of
On Sunday 4 October we held a beautiful Sunset Conour girls performed and led the congregational hymns
cert at the Fountain during the Matric Dance ‘preduring our Confirmation Service, Matric Farewell Chapdrinks’. The Marimba Band played some lively contemel Service, Matric Guild Dinner and Prize Giving. As we
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porary songs, and the String Orchestra performed new groups) in the Music School auditorium, and then movand old arrangements by Ms Lizzie Rennie, as well some ing out for our visuals in the most beautiful outdoor
upbeat and fun Kwela music.
spaces on our campus. It was a day of joy and of camaraderie, and the result was a professional product
On Monday 5 October, during our annual Prize-Giv- and a record of these groups’ performances of which
ing held at the Monument Theatre, we witnessed live we are extremely proud. The video debuted at our Prize
performances by our Matric music students, as well as Giving on Monday 5 October. Thank you to Ms Lizzie
a thought-provoking performance by our drama stu- Rennie, Mr Johan Pretorius, Mr Jayson Flanagan, Mr Jodents, a lively dance piece, and an outstanding online van Heynsen, and all of our Music School staff, for their
incredible contributions towards this project.
Matric Art exhibition.
Throughout the course of this term, the Music School Ms Belinda de Villiers
has been working on producing a collaborative video
consisting of our String Orchestra, Wind Orchestra, Con- Director of Culture
temporary Band, and Chamber Choir. This video was in
lieu of the ‘Big Balloon Week’ item that usually consists
of about 200 boys and girls on the Guy Butler Theatre
stage, all performing together. After many weeks of rehearsals, the day of the recordings finally arrived and
we spent Sunday 27 September immersed in our music,
first conducting audio recordings (in separate small

Band practice

The Chamber Choir - to view click here

L-R: Cally Still, Kayla van Staden, Sihle Bhangaza
and artwork by Annie Sutherland

Over 19 000 people reached!
55 shares on Facebook
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USEFUL WEBINARS FOR PARENTS
EXAM PREPARATION WEBINAR
Not to be missed
Elevate is an award-winning organisation that has been working with the girls at our school to help them
become more effective learners. They realise that these are challenging times and that our girls’ ability to
self-motivate, manage their time and prepare effectively will be a crucial factor to guarantee their success
over the next few months.
Join them for an exclusive webinar series where they will show you – as parents – the exam preparation
secrets that your daughters need to keep them on track and to thrive in their academic journey.
What will be covered in this series:
1. The challenges students face in the lead up to exams
2. How parents can identify, understand and help their children solve the most common exam-based
problems.
3. How the 1:1 Coaching program is being used to bridge the gap between students and their parents to
facilitate more effective learning and boost exam results.
The first part of this series took place on 8 October. If you missed it, you can email Jane Jarvis to request
a copy of the recording of the webinar j.jarvis@dsgschool.com. Part 2 takes place on Thurs 22 Oct at 6pm.
To register please click here

Time to reboot

Reconnecting with your Children post Covid-19

The DSG is excited to offer our parents a wonderful opportunity of participating in the following webinar:

“Help! my teen loves the screen more than Me! - The new path to rebooting your
relationship post COVID.”
This webinar will take place on Monday 2 November from 19h30 to 20h30 with some time for questions
afterwards. A reminder of the webinar plus the Zoom details will be sent out closer to the time but we just
wanted to alert you in advance so that you can diarise the date and time as you do not want to miss out
on the opportunity to listen to these two extremely knowledgeable professionals.
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EXAM PLANNER
SUBJECT

GOAL

TO DO
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