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Dear DSG Parents, Girls, Staff and Friends
What is your party trick? That skill that you learned
from a mentor, a friend in boarding school, your older
cousin, or on YouTube? I am talking about a hard skill
that you have honed, not in the line of your work
or because it was in the ‘syllabus’. Many of us have
something that we can do, or used to be able to do,
that makes us interesting people. Sadly, because of our
busy lives and drive to maximise our time, we tend to
lose these beautiful skills through neglect or never find
time to learn new ones.
I used to be able to balance a chair on my chin; I know
how to classify wool; I was fluent in isiZulu by the time I
went to school and played the piano up to the middle of

high school. But here’s the thing: The golden rule with
skills is, if you don’t use them, you lose them! Although
I retained my near mother tongue isiZulu accent, I have
lost most of my once rich vocabulary. I will probably
break my jaw and the furniture if I attempt to make
a chair stand on my chin! I haven’t been in a shearing
shed for two decades but might still be able to take
a fleece apart correctly. My greatest sadness is that I
cannot play a musical instrument beyond a few cords
on a guitar, and I envy my wife’s ninja skills in sewing
and touch typing!
What is my point actually? It is learning! I am sure that
most of us can either demonstrate a skill or tell a story
about one that we once had. We all attained these skills
by learning them. Babies are born with no skills, only
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instinctive abilities, but they have an unbelievable
capacity for learning skills. They can master the skill
of effective verbal communication in more than one
language within the first 1000 days of their lives! How
do they do this? They practice! They try and fail; try
and fail, fearlessly.

11 September

sports kit. They walk, laughing and chatting, but with
purpose – clearly on their way to a learning moment. I
see them in deep conversation with teachers or going
for a group run. They are en route, learning!
So, here is a challenge to the rest of us who are not
DSG girls right now. Check what you are busy learning
and if there is not much to show, find something dust off the guitar, dig out the running shoes, sign up
for a cooking course and join the isiXhosa class. Learn
a new trick, even if you are not a puppy anymore!
En Avant!
Jannie de Villiers
DSG Head of School

At DSG we encourage learning beyond the syllabus by
offering opportunities for acquiring skills via our clubs
and societies, cultural programme, sports offering,
outdoor education and community engagement. This
is good, but I think we should become even more
deliberate about self-selected, self-driven learning
outside of the formal academic curriculum. The
objective will be that pupils fall in love with the joy
of learning and continue to develop their special skills
and remain curious lifelong learners.
It is hard to believe that we have arrived at the end of
the second week of term three already. We must have
had fun, because time just seems to have flown. When
I walk the campus, I most certainly get the impression
that the DSG girls are indeed having fun as they find
their stride into the term. We are looking forward to
the Grade 8 and 9 boarders arriving on Sunday and
having the entire school back in session again from
next week, for the first time in months.
We are not taking this privilege for granted. It is the
privilege of a lifestyle of learning at DSG that allows
girls to go from one learning experience to the next,
for the entire day. I see them from my office window,
walking across campus, bearing the evidence of this
lifestyle. They walk with books in hand, or a musical
instrument. They carry a tennis racket and wear
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So far, sooo good! Term 3 in a nutshell...
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Back to school
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rs

Spring has sprung!

Reflections from Rev
During Chapel this week, Ms Nicola Graham reminded us among other things, that Jesus is always with us. In the times we face loss or disappointment, we tend to ask, “where is God?” she
encouraged us to always remember that, “She,
or he, is in the loving relationships around us”.
We just need to have our spiritual eyes open and
recognise God.
May you seek to recognise Jesus in everything
that happens to you. She, or he, is there with
you.
Blessings!

Rev Rachel

Campus

vibes

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter

#Lockdown| Day 168

Sports News
It is with great joy that we see our sports programme kick
off this term. The safety of the girls and coaches remains our
priority and we continue to ensure that the necessary safety
protocols are in place for all our sports offerings.

The Term 3 Sports Offering...
The summer sports schedule is out, and girls will have a wide
range of opportunities to get out and about this term.
Swimming and water-polo have commenced, it is
wonderful to see the indoor centre return to the vibrant
facility it was, full on energy with a bustling schedule.
The court sports, which include tennis, squash
and basketball are all third term sport options.
Soccer is also an option, we have a group of enthusiastic
players, eagerly honing their skills and are hopeful for a game.
Lifestyle sports and trail running continue
to be mainstays in the sports programme, and participation has been great throughout the grades.
Some girls have started horse riding and may go up to the
stables in due course.
Our athletics track is marked and set to go for the girls to
start preparing for the upcoming interhouse and relay day in
October.
We are excited to share the introduction of a new sport offering at DSG, with golf officially teeing off this week. On
Tuesday we headed out to the Belmont Valley Golf Club driving range with an enthusiastic group of girls.
Cross-country will be our first interhouse competition of
the season, which will take place on Saturday. We have an
exciting new course that will take girls meandering through
a fun and scenic route, as they strive to assist their houses in
standing on the top step of the podium.
We look forward to an action packed Term 3, we hope to see
you on the sidelines some day soon!

Sandra Marques
Sports Administrator
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Swimming Sensations
E mma Podesta and S haelyn Walker

A big congratulations to the
girls below for receiving the
following awards for the PEA
swimming club.
(pictured top L-R)

Emma Podesta Women Open
50 BACKSTROKE AWARD
100 BACKSTROKE AWARD
200 BACKSTROKE AWARD
50 BUTTERFLY AWARD
100 BUTTERFLY AWARD
(pictured bottom L-R)

Shaelyn Walker Girls 15-16
200 BREASTSTROKE AWARD
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Our Over Border Girls are
Back in Full Force
“Being back at school has been very
different as it has been so long since
I’ve been in a boarding house. I
missed the laughter and chatting in
the dorms the most. Quarantine was
so much fun and very welcoming as
Mr York was making daily drives to
the shops to get us all lots of snacks.”
- Lauren Viljoen, Grd 11, Zambia

“Although school is somewhat different to what I’m used to, I was
able to quickly adjust and get back into the DSG swing of things.
The over borders were welcomed by Mr York at the monestry for
quarantine where we enjoyed going on outdoor walks and catching
up with one another. When I got back to school I was overjoyed
to see my friends and teachers, whom I hadn’t seen for over 5
months, I look forward to making up for lost time and for the rest
of the term that lies ahead.” - Erin Preston
“Matrics we’re blessed with the Manyano staff and the luxury of that beautiful
house for quarantine. DSG staff looked
after us and we wrote a few of our exams
under normal exam conditions. It is very
different to be back in the Eastern Cape
after 5 months of online school yet, I’m
so grateful and glad that I could get back
to see everyone and finish off the year
with some sense of normality. I am loving being with my friends again and being able to see my teachers face-to-face
also puts my heartbeat ease. Returning
to Crewe has made me look forward to
coming back, as I love my Crewe family.
School isn’t the same but it’s awesome
to be back on campus and be back with
the buzz of the Girls in Green” Leigh Saywood, Grd 12, Malawi
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Quar antining at
The Mona ster y
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5 Flights, 5 countries & 30 hours
B ac k w ith fr iends at la st
As an over-border pupil, I hardly give travel a
second thought, but Covid-19 brings a completely new light on this matter. Empty terminals, constant temperature checks, the
occasional hazmat suit and endless amounts
of paperwork, has become pretty standard
when walking through airports.
Owing to the events of this year, flying has
become increasingly diﬃcult, mainly due to
the complete lack of direct flights and a few
unreliable airlines. In my case, to get back
to school took a total of five flights and five
diﬀerent countries. My route was Hong Kong
to Qatar, Qatar to England, England to France,
and finally France to South Africa. The flying
time was roughly thirty hours, with a lot of
time spent at security checks and sitting at
boarding gates hoping that my next flight
wasn’t cancelled.
Living in Hong Kong, I make the twelve-hour
flight between home and Joburg often and
I am pretty accustomed to travelling on my
own, but the use of new airports and the
diﬀerent systems they have implemented,
was a whole new experience for me. All in all,
I am really happy to be back at school and
wish all those that are still planning to travel
back the best of luck!
Rebecca Millard

For Matrics, By Matrics:
our matrics sharing words of encouragement with their fellow Class
of 2020 in the face of a challenging
year. Well done, matrics! We’re so
proud of your resilience!
En Avant
To watch the first video,
please click on this link
EN AVANT
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‘DREAM BIG’ Getting to know Ms Jane Ritchie

Ms Jane Ritchie was appointed the DSG Deputy Head – Junior School on the 1st of September. Jane joins us with a wealth of experience in leadership roles in some of Johannesburg’s most prominent schools. She is held in high regard for her work in Mathematics, Commerce and Natural Sciences. Part of this work involved setting up a STEM centre and heading
up a Thinking Skills initiative at St Peter’s Girls School (JHB) for which the school is well known.
We are delighted to have Jane at the helm to steer DSG Junior School through these unprecedented times.
Jane radiates warmth, kindness, intelligence and creativity, with a tangible passion for education and giving her pupils the tools to thrive in our ever-changing world.

You are House Director of The
Grange and second mother to
many little DSG girls, but tell us a
little bit about your own family…
Our house is chaotic and filled
with bustle and noise! I have two
teenage daughters, two crazy
dogs and a very haughty cat.
My girls, Lucy and Emma, often
ask me who my favourite child
is, and my reply is always Tom,
the cat. He never answers back,
leaves wet towels on the floor, or
eats my slippers! Lucy is in Grade
8 and loves water polo, netball
and surfing. Emma is in Grade 10
and enjoys water-skiing, hockey
and is passionate about horse
riding. Both my girls are taller
than me and take pleasure in
using their height advantage to
boss me around.
Tell us about your path into
teaching, you were in corporate
for some time, what made you
change direction and return to
the classroom?
As ambitious as I was to have a
career, I had always wanted to
be very involved with my children once they were born. I was
lucky to spend the first couple

of years at home with them and
couldn’t bear the thought of
leaving them for most of the day
to return to a corporate career,
working in an office for 10 hours
a day as I had before. Initially, at
a friend’s suggestion, I became
a swimming instructor. I enjoyed
working with children so much
that I decided to pursue a career in teaching.
Tell us about your teaching philosophy?
I believe that it is far more important to teach children how
to think for themselves, rather
than teaching them what to
think. Our world is changing so
fast that much of the curriculum we traditionally taught in
Primary school is irrelevant to living and working in the 21st century by the time they leave high
school. Teaching children how
to analyse, problem-solve and
make confident decisions is vital if we are to equip them for a
successful future. Children learn
when they are having fun and
the knowledge they construct
themselves, is more meaningful
and better retained. To this end,
children should be encouraged
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to explore freely, investigate
thoroughly and grapple with
problems to find solutions.
What is your vision for DSG Junior?
I am extremely excited about
the future of DSG Junior. We
have many new initiatives in the
pipeline including the campus
environment, our EdTech programme and an Arts Festival
which we hope to make a recurring event.
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What is the most important lesson/experience you wish for
each young learner to walk
away with, after their time in the
DSG Junior School?
I would love each of our girls to
leave the Junior School with the
confidence to take chances,
risk failure and make independent decisions.
What do you enjoy most about
being part of the DSG family or
your best experience thus far?
In any school, the community is
what gives the school its heart.
At DSG I have met so many
wonderful, warm and welcoming people. I have made special
connections and lifelong friends.
Could you tell us about the culture you have created within the
Junior School boarding house?
The Grange is home to around
40 girls from Grade 4 to 7. I hope
that I have created just that
– a home from home. We are
lucky to have Mrs Claasen who
is warm and compassionate, as
well as student assistants who
have developed close relationships with our boarders. The girls
should feel that there is always
someone to approach for a
chat, a hug or a shoulder to cry
on. Fun is an essential part of our
ethos and I have hosted pool
parties, spa evenings and baking days for the girls. Impromptu dance marathons have also
been known to take place in
my lounge and one evening we
even had a wedding! Rather
than rules, we work on the principle of respect for ourselves,
our peers and the staff. Outdoor
play is encouraged and making connections, playing board
games and reading are on the

“I would love each of our girls to leave
the Junior School with the confidence
to take chances, risk failure and make
independent decisions.”
Jane Ritchie
Charlotte Abraham

agenda rather than screen time.

When you get a chance to
have a break in your very busy
schedule, what do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
I enjoy swimming, particularly in
the sea and I try to get to Port
Alfred or Kenton as often as
possible for a dose of salty soul
balm. I have recently been introduced to the lovely walks
on Mountain Drive and I am a
keen horse rider, although it has
been a while since I have been
able to indulge that particular
passion.
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If you could give yourself one
piece of advice when you were
the age of those you teach,
what would it be?
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always giving,
always caring
What our girls have been up to...
L : Courtney Repinz and Sharfaa
Ackerdien baked this weekend for the
children at Little Flower Preschool.
The children were so excited to receive their sweet treats.
Bottom L-R: Zanel Lombard (Grd 10)
made beautiful children’s masks and
kindly donated them to Little Flower
Preschool.
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Last week, The Little Flower
Preschool was presented
with these beautiful and
very colourful learning aids
and posters by our DSG
girls. The children loved
them! Well done to al lthe
girls who worked so hard on
these works of art!
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From Pasta to a PhD

Welcome Dr. Fabio Zoia

We are thrilled to welcome History teacher, Dr. Fabio Zoia to the DSG
family. It must be a very strange experience relocating and meeting
new colleagues, armed with a mask and a good social distance, nevertheless, Fabio has fully emersed himself into the culture, and looks
forward to life in Makhanda post Covid-19. Fabio’s credentials are
outstanding, having graduated from his undergraduate degree with a
summa cum laude and ultimately, obtaining a Ph.D in African History USA.
We are delighted to have Fabio on our staff and wish him all the best with is new position.
Tell us a little bit about yourself?
My family are mainly in KwaZuluNatal, Italy and the Netherlands
and I moved here because I
wanted something different
in terms of my workplace. St
Mary’s Waverley is a single-sex
day school and IEB-only and
while I enjoyed my time there,
I prefer co-educational classes
and an academic offering of
both IEB and Cambridge (like
Somerset College where I was
before and where I started
marking for both examination
boards). I am also fascinated
by the prospect of working in a
boarding environment (without
having to live 30-minute drive
from a Pick n Pay) so this job was
a good fit, while also offering
something new.
What ignited your passion for
History ?
Like many of my generation I
came of age at a truly momentous time in South African history,
the 1990s. I essentially witnessed
the changing of our national anthem, our flag, our political system and our society as a whole.
As such, while meaningful historical change is largely theoretical
for many historians, as it occurs
over long periods of time or in
revolutions a few hundred years
ago, I saw it ‘live’ and ‘up close’
and was fascinated by the process.
,

rica, because I spent my entire
You have a PhD in African Histwenties reading and writing the
tory, what made you choose to
history of the continent and our
focus on this area?
country for work (which invariWell, it’s about academic adably dampens enthusiasm) and,
ministration. In the United States,
by chance, I was asked to teach
where I completed my doctoran American history course on
ate, you have to master the literthe 19th Century. I found the
ature of a geographical region
writings of Lincoln coupled with
and my PhD was always going
Ken Burn’s incredible documento focus on South AfricaCharlotte
in the Abraham
tary series on the Civil War, to
Twentieth Century. Consequentbe some of the most affecting
ly, in the view of the American
source material
academy, I’m an African historian and most of my coursework
What transferable skills can a
focused on case studies from
history student apply to life after
around the continent.
school?
Well, it’s the only subject that
What do you love about teachinvolves meaningful argument
ing?
over facts. No matter the workI like the classroom and the replace, people will find themlationships that one builds with
selves faced with a set of facts
students, as well as the chalon which everyone agrees, but
lenge of providing them with
the interpretation of said facts
“scaffolding material” in efrequires analytical thinking and
fective ways, but, ultimately, a
persuasive argumentation; skills
school is just a fascinating and
which history inculcates in a sussocial workplace. You intertained way.
act with far more people daily
than you would in a ‘normal’
You are an experienced debatworkplace, and there is always
ing coach – what are the skills
some event of interest happenrequired to master the art of deing somewhere on campus.
bating?
Just perseverance. It is a diffiWhat era, leader or event in hiscult skill to master, but every stutory fascinates you the most?
dent that perseveres in Grades 8
All are linked; America’s 19th
and 9 is quite accomplished by
Century, the American Civil
Grade 10.
War and Abraham Lincoln.
It couldn’t be Africa or South Af-
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You have lived in the Johannesburg, Kwazulu Natal, Cape
Town, the UK and the States…
how are you finding Makhanda
(Grahamstown) thus far?
I was an avid festival goer in my
youth and my two best friends
in teaching are both drama
teachers, so it definitely wasn’t
a plunge into the complete unknown. Additionally, as you’ve
noted, I’m an experienced traveller so I’m not that fussy; each
place has its own characteristics, both positive and negative.
So far so good though, I suspect,
like everyone else, I’ll prefer the
town post COVID-19.
What do you like to do for fun/ in
your down time?
Netflix (I’m a binge TV show
watcher) and DSTV (I need my
European football) and I walk
everywhere, so people will spot
me around town.
Tell us one thing that no one
knows about you?
I make excellent pasta sauce.
My goal is to now perfect my
gnocchi and pasta.

Jumping into Term 3
& making it count
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