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Dear DSG Parents, Girls, Staff and Friends
This week we are celebrating 146 years of DSG’s
existence. It has been a remarkable dynamic journey of
events, adventures, challenges and victories, spanning
nearly a century and a half. The DSG story is one of
key consistencies, that never changed and never
should - remarkable people, strong faith, immense
courage, core values and a clear purpose. I believe that,
ironically, these consistencies enabled DSG to keep
changing and adapting through the decades in order to
remain relevant and progressive. Today, DSG is stronger
than ever, and still on its path of transformation. In its
146th year, the world in which the DSG exists, is still
hurling challenges at her, calling her for continued agile
footwork and transformation into the future.

My thoughts on the past 146 years of DSG, brought me
also to reflect on the past 146 days of DSG’s existence.
What a journey this has been! Approximately 146
days ago, we gathered in the Aquatic Centre for the
interhouse gala. From the current vantage point, such
a gathering is unthinkable! More than 600 people girls, staff members, parents and spectators - packed
like sardines under one roof. Girls singing, shouting,
cheering and dancing… non-stop… for two solid hours!
It was a magical experience and I remember thinking,
‘Wow, I have arrived at DSG! I cannot wait for the
second term to experience the winter sports, events like
K-Day, the drama productions and music concerts, all
of which were marked in the calendar!’ After the gala,
the matric dance was the next big event on everybody’s
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lips. Dresses were ready, partners invited and all
matrics were hugely excited about the promise of this
unforgettable experience. Only, it never took place, all
because the world was thrown into a level of turmoil,
that had only been seen in blockbuster movies in this
generation.
Words change worlds, and changed worlds are marked
by changed language. Indeed, the past 146 days has
brought a whole new set of vocabulary that also
became everyday language at DSG. Only 146 days
ago, ‘lockdown’ was something a farmer did with a
goatherd at night. ‘Social distancing’ was something
hermits would contemplate to get away from the
distraction of people. ‘Infection rate’ and ‘death rate’,
were concepts explained in a geography textbook
under human development studies. ‘Quarantine’
was what the veterinarian suggested, for your cattle
with foot-and-mouth disease. ‘COVID-19’ could be a
document, prototype, or a conference that followed
COVID-18 - we had no idea!
As we had to adapt to the new circumstances that
were created by the new threat, more new common
words were added to our vocabulary at school… online
learning, wellness protocols, daily screening, boarding
bubbles, co-morbidities, a-symptomatic pupils,
isolation facility, incubation period, face masks, virtual
sports, contact tracing, sanitising and disinfection.
The DSG landscape changed in bizarre ways - classes
with no-one in class, netball practice with no net and
no ball, boarding in bubbles, the choir performing
with choir members in different cities, Chapel services
in real-time, but not in a real place. For many of our
girls who were unable to return in June the second
term, school experience was more like looking at DSG
through a window - their laptop screen on Zoom (yet
another new word!).
In another 146 days from today, it will be Christmas
Eve and, thereafter, we will hopefully be able to return
to our lovely school with pride and gratitude. Over 146
years, she has developed into a world-class centre of
excellence, where a rich diversity of girls from across
Africa and the world grow to become sisters, and
eventually depart as young women, who are equipped
with the very consistencies that kept the school going
for so many years - a network of remarkable people,
strong faith, immense courage, core values and a sense
of purpose.
Happy Birthday, DSG!

“The DSG story is one
of key consistencies,
that never changed
and never should remarkable people,
strong faith, immense
courage, core values
and a clear purpose. I
believe that, ironically,
these consistencies
enabled DSG to
keep changing and
adapting through the
decades, in order to
remain relevant and
progressive.”
En Avavnt
Jannie De Villiers
Headmaster
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Reflections from Rev
With every passing day, it is becoming more and
more clear that life beyond Covid-19 will never be
the same again. Looking back at where we have
come from, many things have changed - some for
the good while others not so good.
We are indeed social beings. From the conversations
I have had with staff members or the girls, the most
common feeling is loss, the loss of not being together as a family, not being allowed to give the occasional hug or have a close-up conversation with each
other. While we understand and follow the Covid-19
regulations, it is clear that we were not created for
social distancing.
I have missed having a fully packed Chapel with girls
and staff, all singing together with joy some of the
DSG favourites. The staff and pupils have also been
very religious about wearing their masks, but this
has meant that we do not get to see each other’s
smiles. However, there have been many highlights
emanating from this period. The pandemic has
forced us to slow down our lives. This has not only
been wonderful for us human beings, but also for
the environment. I have particularly enjoyed spending more time with my family and taking frequent
walks.
Another highlight has been the way this situation
has catapulted us into the 4th Industrial Revolution.
The fact that I have had to conduct all the Chapel
services via a digital platform, has meant that everybody, regardless of location, has been able to take
part in our service. I have loved being able to hold
services with pupils, staff and parents, and praying
for the DSG family together. It has been beautiful to
see parents and girls joining us from various parts of
the country and across borders, doing a reading or
leading us in prayer.
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Isaiah 43: 18-21 puts it very well:
This is what the LORD says,
“Forget about what’s happened;
don’t keep going over old history.
Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something
brand-new.
It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?
There it is! I’m making a road through the
wilderness,rivers in the deserts.
Wild animals will say ‘Thank you!’
coyotes and ostriches will praise me
because I provided water in the desert,
rivers through the sunbaked earth,
drinking water for the people I chose,
the people I made especially for myself,
a people custom-made to praise me!
Wild animals will say ‘Thank you!’
coyotes and ostriches will praise me
because I provided water in the desert,
rivers through the sunbaked earth,
drinking water for the people I chose,
the people I made especially for myself,
a people custom-made to praise me!
As we continue to venture into the unknown, and
what may at times feel like a ‘desert’, may we rely on
God completely and let him work out the wondrous
plans he has for each of us.
Wishing you all a restful holiday. May you continue
to see God’s goodness.
Rev Rachel

Zoom meetings have also been quite interesting…if
of course you are not the one organising and running
them! The fact that we have continued to meet and
do business via Zoom (and the like), has been a great
help. I was particularly impressed with the Grade 11
sacristans, who conducted last Sunday’s service via
Zoom with excellence. They organised themselves
very well. Some of them presented from the Chapel
here at school and others from their homes. I saw
some future Chaplains in the making.
And so, while we need to take lessons from our past,
we do not need to remain stuck in history. We have
now seen how inadequate we are, and how God has
continued to work behind the scenes to solve our
problems during the coronavirus pandemic.
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God’s Plan
The Grade 11 sacristan Chapel
service last week Sunday was
based upon God’s plan.
During these uncertain times
we thought it was a good idea
to make everyone aware of
God’s presence. For He shall
never leave nor forsake you, He
will fix your broken pieces and
He has a great plan for your life.
We are all wonderfully made
and our identities do not lie in
the hands of our peers, but in
the hands of Jesus Christ our
Saviour.
Psalm 28:7
“ The Lord is my strength and
my shield;
In Him my heart trusts,
And I am helped:
My heart exults; and with my
songs I give thanks to Him.”
Jane Dixie
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DSG Family Eucharist
& Thanksgiving
Date: 2 August 2020
Time: 18h30
Platform: Zoom
Access: Click
Click here
Meeting ID: 947 6959 7319
Passcode: 339343
Additional Information:
Those who would like to receive
communion to please prepare
some bread and wine/juice.

IMPORTANT NOTICE : End-of-term reports

End-of-term reports will be available on the myDSG Parent Portal https://my.dsgschool.com under the menu My
Children | School Reports. Reports will be published on Monday 10 August by 18:00.
If you have not yet logged in to myDSG you should start by requesting a password at https://my.dsgschool.com/
request-password Remember to use your registered email address with the school to receive your password.
If you have forgotten your password you can reset it at the following link https://my.dsgschool.com/forgotpassword using your registered email address.
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Term 2

“Make up your mind that no matter what
comes your way, no matter how difficult,
no matter how unfair, you will do more than
simply survive. You will thrive in spite of it.”
Joel Osteen
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Professional Development at our Core:
Kami Connect Conference
Professional development in teaching is always important. And, in the
heart of a pandemic, this is especially true. To this end, some staff
at DSG attended the Kami Connect
Conference this past week. Its running time of 17:30 - 23:30 (make that
00:30 with buffering for me) meant
quite a few hot drinks and multitasking! The conference was hosted
by the software company Kami, that
so many of us use - a digital annotation tool to improve engagement and
collaboration while teaching in the
classroom or online. But it was such
a valuable experience for various
educational technology options, and
more broadly, teaching and learning.
Indeed, an ethos of learning and improving pervaded the conference.
Bernard Roth’s keynote got the
evening going, with his insight on
the possibilities for learning. Instead
of using the word ‘but’, use the word
‘and’. For example, you want to mow
the lawn, but and the dog wants to
play fetch. We need to be flexible in
our teaching - in collaboration, expression, engagement, and general
approach.
As a Mathematics teacher, the appearance of the first equation was
exciting! Jack Canfield gives us: Event
+ Response = Outcome. The event
(eg pandemic) is something that we
do not have control over - the outcome is what we want. And the response is our key option for action
and obtaining the desired outcome.
It was also exciting to see EdPuzzle
referenced as a useful tool, since I
have used this extensively. Finally,
the idea of feedforward with pupils
was reinforced.
I will blend together the ideas from

the rest of the presentations and
my take-homes. Key to learning is a
collaborative, caring environment in
which connection is critical. Good
(blended) teaching and learning, requires deliberate design. For example, if engaging in peer-to-peer feedback, specific instructions need to be
given and demonstrated. What are
pupils giving each other feedback on?
What teaching strategies are we using? For example, often we use an ‘I
do, we do, you do’ approach. How do
we enable this in different environments for different pupils? When we
get work from pupils, what are they
demonstrating? For example, the
ability for each pupil to demonstrate
their thinking by recording voice/
video adds extra evidence of learning and allows for richer feedback. I
mean to say feedforward!
The ideas of Universal Design for
Learning (UDL) - multiple means of
representation, expression, and engagement - were useful reinforcements. Multimodal ways of learning
are key here. It can be useful to provide links to videos and audio. Pupils
can be encouraged to present their
answers in a variety of ways. Feedback can be given in different ways
too - the teacher can quite literally
choose their own voice!
Three final ideas came through that
were important. Firstly, learning
needs to be facilitated by an engaged
teacher. Yes! This idea gives me energy to keep at it. Secondly, learning needs to be learner-centred. Of
course! And lastly, learning needs to
be collaborative.
To be honest, moving from a physical classroom with desks arranged
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‘It’s a great day
when you learn
s o m e t h i n g .’
in pods, to a flat screen of individual
pupils was difficult. Pupils working
collaboratively is not something I
THE
HIGH PERFORMANCE
have facilitated to any degree of ef-what is it?
PROGRAMME
fectiveness. That said, when helping
one pupil on a video call, I was very
pleased to hear other pupils from
the class in the background in a voice
call, that they had independently organised. You see, pupils don’t need
to attend conferences to try all they
can to learn. Learning must surely be
ingrained in us; I loved the throwaway remark by host during one of
the breaks - ‘It’s a great day when
you learn something.’
I write this article sitting at a desk
imbued with learning and (perhaps
Vygotskian-inspired) artefacts, in my
humble attempt to be that engaged
and engaging teacher - a physical
sticker pack under a calculator, a keypad I customized for quick keys during online lessons, a digital e-reader
(Remarkable) on which I have handwritten notes from the conference, a
Chromebook customized to change
scenes during video recordings, my
teacher planner under physical exams now uploaded digitally, and
the lights and green screen awaiting
their chance. tools are not just for
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Second most important in the above,
is the teacher sitting in the chair. Most
important? The pupil you say? Yes,
but that’s too simplistic an answer. It
is the pupil at the centre of a much
larger learning environment that we
actively construct and reflect upon, to
enable continual growth and development.
It seems fitting to end with the response of one of the presenters, Estee
Williams, to the question: How do you
see what we’re going through affecting K-12 education?
Some people might look at this as
apocalyptic and nihilistic. Learning is
best when it’s timely and relevant.
And wow, has educational technology
ever been as timely and relevant as it
is now! Teachers are learning things
out of necessity that they didn’t have
time to before. They are starting to
see that a lot of tools are not just for
the virtual environment, they are for
blended learning. Teachers know how
to use these tools a lot better and
with so much more confidence.
Benji Euvrard
Innovation & learning technologies manager
& maths teacher

Tao Te Ching #9
Fill your bowl to the brim
and it will spill.
Keep sharpening your knife
and it will blunt.
Chase after money and security
and your heart will never unclench.
Care about people’s approval
and you will be their prisoner.
Do your work, then step back –
The only path to serenity.
EN AVANT
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Sunshine Sessions...
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Chasing endorphins
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Dinner under the stars

Last week Friday, the grade 11 girls in Knowling house, celebrated a night under the stars together. We started off with
everyone getting dressed up in our dorms, as the theme was “cute cute”. Once dressed up, we made our way to the garden, where many photos were taken! We had so much fun, dancing and singing to music non-stop. Towards the end, we
danced as a whole grade, with the student assistants joining in at times. During the supper, our two student assistants - Ms
Ms Heald and Ms Spencer, and our Deputy Housemistress, Ms Fumbata, handed each girl an award, which the girls wrote
up separately, and a fizzer.
The grade 11 girls also decided to create awards for the staff members, congratulating and praising them for all they do
for us in the house. The garden, windows and tables were decorated with beautiful, bright fairy lights, flowers and fruit.
This spectacular night would not have been possible without the help and careful organisation of the Knowling house and
Capital Catering staff, who provided delicious food and snacks.
Thank you to all who contributed to this amazing night, it was a wonderful experience and we cannot wait to do it again!
Hannah Eia
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Design & Te c h n o l o g y

Brief:
Design an abstract concert
poster for a local artist of your
choice coming to Makhanda.
Grade 8 project

L-R: Tina Minas, Wendy Mawu, Ndicho Ukeje and Marique Stevens
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No Physical Exchange? No Problem!
The physical Exchange Programme of 2020 may be cancelled due to the global
pandemic. Instead of closing doors this has opened an opportunity for a different
type of learning experience. Over the course of three Friday evenings the DSG
Exchange Pupils of 2020 and Students Across Borders (SAB) in the United States
of America engaged in online video discussions. In the first discussion, SAB ‘interviewed’ DSG, in the second, these roles were reversed, and in the third a more
open discussion took place. Topics ranged from corn dogs to Covid, SATs to segregation, State Fairs and celebrities to schooling and the curriculum. What these
discussions highlighted very clearly is the need to continually expose DSG pupils to
other points of view, to look beyond their immediate surroundings and bubble(s),
and actively create spaces for critical listening beyond superficial popular culture
and populist social media. This online space showed a tiny but powerful bit of
learning. DSG thanks SAB for this collaboration.
Benji Euvrard
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“It is well with my soul.”
This Tuesday marked the 16th week of our food parcel initiative!
Four months of giving, loving and supporting those in need.
R300K worth of food has been delivered which translates to 1682
parcels.
We will now only be giving monthly parcels, and will do so during
lockdown, as long funds allow.
Watch this space for more information, we may have some exciting news to share with you soon!
Should you wish to continue contributing to this incredible initiative, please see the banking details on the left or for food donations, please contact Lara on: l.kruiskamp@dsgschool.com
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Lungi, who runs Little Flower Pre School in Ext 7, has written a very special message to all of you who so generously contributed to helping the vulnerable local
communities during lockdown.

Good day, I hope you are well like me! I don’t know where to start, but deep down in my
heart, I am grateful. I have unlimited joy and unconditional love for you and the team at
large. I would like to express my sincere gratitude and say to you all “"IT IS WELL WITH
MY SOUL.." From the beginning of this pandemic until now, you have worked hard and went
the extra mile for our little angels, giving them naartjies, pineapples, food parcels,warm
knitted scarves, hat, blankets, milk, (sjo the list is too long) educational equipment, all the
goodies you have donated and the special messages for the Mandela Day. Ah and the
awesome spiritual message you gave, reminding us that Our God is
always with us - with those few words:
NKOSI, THANK YOU, BAIE DANKIE, GEALEBOHA, SIYABONGA for your time, transport
and your unconditional love that you have shown us.
It is a blessing from our Heavenly Father!
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L-R: Natalie Morris, Anne-Marie Sutherland, Tyler Wratten and Grace Rushmere
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#TRANSFORMATIONTUESDAYS

Journeying together through our community agreement
This week's episode of #TransformationTuesdays explores the importance of allowing people to share
their own experiences and feelings and not speaking
for them. Our Community Agreement outlines the
following:

Speak
1. Speak for myself, tell my own story, and express
my own opinions.
2. Only speak on behalf of a group if I have specifi
cally been asked to represent that group.
3. Do not tell anyone else’s story that I have not
been given specific permission to share, unless:
- I am telling the story with him/her in order to
support them in their telling - I am concerned
for his/her well-being and I am informing a
To read the full Community Agreement, please click here
trusted adult.
To watch this week’s #TransformationTuesday click here
4. When I need to speak in order to improve a situation, I will speak honestly and directly, be clear
and specific and ensure that there is no misunderstanding.
5. Address issues that arise directly and promptly
rather than circulating and escalating them.
6. Disagree with, or challenge the opinion or idea,
rather than the person.
7. Tell only the facts that I am certain of/that I have
verified.
8. Avoid causing harm in any way: - verbal: not spea
king hurtful/hateful words - non-verbal: monitor ing my tone (e.g. aggressive, sarcastic, mocking), facial expressions (e.g. sneering, dismissive,
closed) and body language (e.g. eye-rolling, middle finger, turning away) - physical: not punching,
slapping, pinching, shoving, tripping etc.
9. Respond with grace to genuine questions asked
with respect; allow myself and others the freedom to be on a journey and not know everything.
10. Take the other person into account when speaking; what is important is not what I intended in
saying something, but how it was received/understood and the impact that it had.
11. Be accountable for my own words and actions,
and apologise and make amends when I have
caused harm.

Speak for myself,
tell my own story,
and express my
own opinions.
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Small Actions ma ke a Big Difference
UPDATE ON THE DSG FAMILY COVID REFLIEF FUND

You may have read about The DSG Family Covid Relief Fund in various emails from the school, on the covering email to
your school fee account or from a letter or whatsapp from a parent in your daughter’s grade.
The measures taken to limit the spread of the Coronavirus has resulted in the financial situations of many DSG families
being significantly compromised, setting in motion a far-reaching knock-on effect. In these unprecedented times, where
no one has escaped the effects of this global pandemic, we have been deeply touched by the wonderful sense of compassion and kindness many members of our community have expressed towards fellow parents, and their daughter’s peers.
We have had an overwhelming interest shown by DSG parents to help those who have been hardest hit. The DSG Family
Covid-19 Relief Fund was set up in May in response to the request from parents as the vehicle to facilitate this assistance.
The fund is grade specific. We are extremely grateful to the group of parents, representing the different grades in the
school, for encouraging fellow parents to support the fund.
The response received to date has been hugely positive. Thank you to all those individuals who have to date so generously given to the fund. This is a project that speaks to the incredible community spirit that has been the heart of DSG for
nearly 150 years.
If you would like to find out more about the initiative, please kindly make contact with your grade representative (click on
the relevant person below). Alternatively, you are welcome to make use of the donate button at the bottom of the page.

Grade 10:

DSG Junior School:

Ian Ferguson
ianf@nedgroupinvestments.co.za
and
Andrew Barrow
drandy@global.co.za

Sue Sievwright
suzanne.therapist@gmail.com

Grade 8:

Kagiso Mokgatle
drmokgatle@gmail.com

Grade 9:

Grade 11:

Don Rogan
DonaldRo@nedbankprivatewealth.co.za
and
Murray Stewart
mugs.stewart@gmail.com

Grant Hilary
grant@34.co.za

Grade 12

Caroline De Pelet Abraham
carolinedpa@yebo.co.za

Make a donation
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2020 AMENDED TERM DATES FOR THE REST OF 2020
(AS AT 1 JULY 2020)
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 2 (Trinity):
Tuesday 4 August
Wednesday 5 August
Thursday 6 August

Tuesday 5 May – Tuesday 4 August 2020
(changed from Tuesday 5 May – Thursday 6 August 2020)
Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Staff admin day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Monday 31 August – Thursday 26 November 2020
(changed from Tuesday 1 September - Wednesday 2 December 2020)
Friday 28 August
Sunday 30 August
Monday 31 August

Staff return for meetings
Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin (Matric Preliminary Exams begin)

Balloon Weekend
2 – 6 October 2020
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (10h30) on Tuesday 6 October to 18h00 on Monday
12 October 2020
NOTE: The nature and dates of the Balloon Weekend and the Half Term are subject to
change.
Thursday 26 November
Final Assembly at 17h00 for Grade 8 – 11
Friday 27 November
Travel Day
NOTE: The dates of the Matric Final IEB examinations have not yet been confirmed.

EN AVANT

