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Study buddies
Dear DSG Parents, Girls, Staff and Friends
The end-of-term exam/assessment cycle is coming into
full flight and are being done in a very different way
at DSG this year as a result of rigorous debates about
the purpose of exams, the meaning of knowledge,
the importance of understanding and the evidence
for learning, especially under the current unusual
circumstances. It is beautiful to see educators engaging
with enthusiasm about best practice in their core
business – learning and teaching. I am excited about
the critical thinking around best practice, that could
eventually be distilled from our disrupted schooling
experience this year. We have a chance to do more than
simply glue back together the shattered mould that we
are left with after COVID-19. If we want to seize this

opportunity, we need to be open-minded and willing to
un-learn what we believed to be right, simply because
it is familiar.
Mark Twain wrote, “What gets us into trouble is not
what we don’t know. It’s what we know for sure that
just ain’t so.”
Is it just me, or are you also sensing that truth and
authenticity is becoming increasingly scarce, while
perception, misinterpretation, confusion and sensation
based on ‘fake facts’, are the order of the day?
It is as if humans are losing the ability to see and
believe in a common reality. It struck me as ironic that,
despite (or because of) the abundance of information
in our time, we seem to struggle, more than ever
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before, to find the truth. It seems logical that too little
information makes it difficult to know the truth, but
it turns out that having unlimited and quick access to
information, is even less helpful. It is as if we know
more, but understand less. Why is this so?
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rigorous – identify your prejudices, your biases, your
privileges. Most of society’s [fake] arguments are
kept alive by a failure to recognise nuance. We tend
to generate false dichotomies and then try to argue
one point by using two entirely different sets of
assumptions. This is like two tennis players trying to
win a match by hitting beautifully executed shots from
either end of separate tennis courts.”

I think that one reason for the problem, is the result
of our insatiable consumerist appetite, colliding with
powerful artificial intelligence (AI). Big data learns what
we like from tracking our online behaviour, and
At DSG we embarked on a journey of
then keeps offering us just that – not only
courageous conversations, which entails
goodies to buy, but also information
listening to each other’s different
we like. Our technology is so
opinions, stories and realities and
advanced, that we do not even
learning from these. We have
have to go and search for
learned that it takes much
Knowing and understanding
information we like; it comes
courage, humility and trust
to us – ads, news, music,
to gain knowledge and
on a deeper level, requires
humour, and ultimately…
understanding - which
some work on our part: critical
‘truth’ that is tailormade
does
not
necessarily
thinking, questioning the status
to satisfy our preferences.
sit
comfortably
with
quo, using our imagination,
us, especially when we
The result is that critical
doing the experiments, working
discover, that we have to
thinking, and common
through the proof, listening to
adjust what we thought
sense fly out the window,
others and, ultimately, being
was right and true. Ideally,
because the ‘truth’ that we
each of us should continue
prepared to be wrong!
are engaging with, tends to
the quest for truth, and be
reflect ourselves, rather than
careful to build what we know,
showing us ‘reality’ or the
Jannie de Villiers
based on the information that
views and realities of others. As
we are fed by algorithms that have
a result, we run the risk of becoming
worked out what we like. Think before
more ignorant, more self-righteous and
you ‘like’!
more selfish, less open-minded, less tolerant, less
compassionate and less humble. We think, because
What’s the difference between information and
we know so much more, we must be right. We are not
insight? Information is knowing that a tomato is a fruit.
keen to learn more about what we don’t like, because
Insight is knowing that you do not put a tomato into a
we might discover that we are wrong, and it is much
fruit salad.
nicer to be right all the time.

“

There is a difference between ‘information
consumption’ and really understanding how or why
the facts are as they are. Knowing and understanding
on a deeper level, requires some work on our part:
critical thinking, questioning the status quo, using our
imagination, doing the experiments, working through
the proof, listening to others and, ultimately, being
prepared to be wrong!
When Tim Minchin was awarded an honorary doctorate
by The University of Western Australia, he delivered a
brilliant speech containing nine life lessons. He said,
“We must think critically and not just about the ideas
of others. Be hard on your beliefs. Take them out on the
veranda and hit them with a cricket bat. Be intellectually

En Avant
Jannie de Villiers
DSG Head of School
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Reflections from Rev
Lately, reporting in the media has been full of
negative news, but on Wednesday, Morning Live
had a good news story that caught my attention.
An 80-year-old, Gogo Ndlovu, had recovered from
Covid-19. The SABC had been alerted to this miracle and the broadcaster was there, to interview
Gogo Ndlovu and her grandson.
They took a video of her dancing with joy outside
the hospital. The story lifted the spirits of many
people across the country and they quickly took
to Twitter. Presenters Leanne Manas and Sakina
Kamwendo read out a couple of these Tweets,
which I have to share:
Lindikhaya wrote: “Wow! She’s giving hope to other grannies out there.”
Zukiswa Kota had this to say: “The interview with
Gogo Ndlovu was such a treat!”
Qolani wrote: “Proof to us that Covid-19 can be
beaten.”
Elevation Room added: “A beautiful story. Really
cheered me up.”
Pam commented: “Gogo is a living testimony that
we can fight this together. We will defeat this unknown enemy.”
This story set the mood for my day. I started to
intentionally look for the positive in everything
around me. This is not always easy, especially
when you are going through a tough patch in life.
That is why having the Lord on one’s side, is of
paramount importance. When things take a wrong
turn, you know you are not alone. I am reminded
of the chorus we used to sing in Sunday School:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.
I am also reminded of this verse: Jesus said (to his
disciples): “I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the
world.” John 16:33
May you keep your eyes on Jesus, even when the
storms are raging. He has authority over all things.
He will change your situation according to his
beautiful plan for you.
Many Blessings!

Rev Rachel

FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND
One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
Especially at the very lowest and saddest times,
There was only one set of footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.
“Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You’d walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of
my life,
There was only one set of footprints.
I don’t understand why, when I needed you the most, you would leave
me.”
He whispered, “My precious child, I love you and will never leave you.
Never, ever, during your trial and testings.
When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you.”
Margaret F Powers
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DSG CULTURAL DEPARTMENTS

REFLECTING ON A BUSY AND WONDERFUL ONLINE
TERM FOR THE ARTS
2020 was to be the 10th anniversary of
the DSG/SAC Youth Music Festival, which
has involved hundreds of solo, ensemble,
choir and orchestra entrants from Grahamstown and surrounds each year. While
we did not celebrate the anniversary this
year (and will do so in 2021), we did hold
a condensed online festival, with entrants
from DSG Junior and Senior, St Andrew’s
College, St Andrew’s Prep, Victoria Girls’
Primary, St Alban’s College, and schools
from King William’s Town participating.
Our own DSG Chapel Choir and DSG/SAC
Wind Orchestra were proud to be showcased in the event. I thank Mr Johan Pretorius, who has been coordinating this annual event since its inception.

At the beginning of lockdown, there was
most certainly a prevailing sense of fear
and despondency among the music and
cultural staff. ‘It is impossible to teach
the arts online’, ’How are we ever going
to manage performances and concerts?
These were the sentiments of most of us.
However, reflecting back on this term’s
online events and concerts, and on the
achievements of our pupils, not only did
we learn to improvise very well, we became masters of it, thriving under the circumstances!
We kicked off Term 2 with the first of our
online Open Mic Series. This initiative is
a continuation of the live Open Mic Concerts that have been extremely popular
during the past few years. With the necessity to hold these events online, we have
had the advantage of being able to involve
all of the creative and performing arts,
and we have had excellent submissions
from our pupils, in music, visual art, design, drama, dance, poetry and sound production. These events were entirely pupil
driven (with mentoring from staff) and
were run as an interhouse event which is
culminating in an online interhouse arts
final evening at the end of term, Tuesday
4 August. We have since held three more
equally successful Open Mic events, with
more already planned for Term 3. My congratulations and gratitude go to Mr Jayson
Flanagan, the coordinator of the Open Mic
Series, as well as to all of the staff members and pupils who contributed to these
concerts throughout the term.

Some of our music staff compiled virtual
performances of our choirs and ensembles
this term – a feat which is not as easy as it
may seem. It required some serious technological savvy to put all of this together.
It involved pupils sending in individual
recordings from all over the country and
world, which are then ‘pasted’ together
onto one screen. We had the privilege
of viewing virtual performances by the
DSG/SAC Wind Orchestra, the DSG Chapel
Choir, the DSG Junior/SAP String Ensemble, and the DSG/SAC Chamber Choir.
Before lockdown, we had entered a number of music pupils for Trinity College of
London practical examinations, which
were to have taken place in early June.
Trinity offered all candidates the option
of playing digital exams, which quite a
few of our pupils opted for. We are very
proud of this, as we are one of the ‘pioneer’ schools in the country to have taken this leap – according to our Provincial
and National Trinity representatives, most
pupils in South Africa opted to cancel,
or postpone their exams until they are
able to play live examinations. Our pupils
achieved remarkably well in these digital
exams, special mention must be made of
three string pupils – Yolisa Ngcola, Asive
Ngcebetsha and Cornelia Rocher, who all
received high distinctions. Congratulations to Ms Lizzie Rennie on her pupils’
outstanding achievements!

The Music School held three online Senior
Open Concerts this term, featuring music
of an exceptionally high standard. These
events are of course not new to DSG, and
have been a regular feature of our cocurricular programme for many years. The
necessity to hold the concerts online did
not deter our staff or our pupils, and our
audiences were treated to wonderful music as per usual. My thanks to Mrs Salomie
Rocher, who has coordinated the Senior
Open Concerts over the years, and to all
of our music staff, for continuing to teach
and produce work of a high standard with
their pupils, even during these trying
times.

Another highlight for DSG music pupils
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“Life is a lot like jazz, it’sGeorge
best
when you improvise.”
Gershwin

							

this term was, the opportunity that Yolisa Ngcola and Asive Ngcebetsha had to record a performance that went
live on the virtual National Arts Festival stage. They had just played their Grade 8 Trinity violin exams, but they
took the bull by the horns and produced an outstanding performance, of which we are extremely proud. Well
done to Yolisa, Asive, and Ms Rennie!
It is indeed a wonderful feeling to be nearing the end of Term 2 with an immense sense of pride on the achievements of our Cultural Department. In ending, I must also thank Mr Simon Holderness for his ideas and support of
the cultural programme at DSG. Well done once again to all. Onwards and Upwards!
Ms Belinda de Villiers
Director of Culture
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TERM 2 SPORTS REPORT

“WOW, I REALLY REGRET THAT WORKOUT” said no one ever
As term 2 draws to an end, we reflect on the winter sports term and
how dramatically different it has
been from all the years before. Despite all the competitive restrictions
and social distancing protocols, we
have managed to provide a program
that offers a range of activities from
dawn until dusk. The morning walks,
just after sunrise and the afternoon
runs, just before sunset, seem to be
a favourite. These small social offerings have enabled girls to get out of
the boarding house and relax with
friends, whilst enjoying a change of
scenery.

Last week Saturday we were excited
to introduce the first of many highperformance sessions. This program
is open to all girls irrespective of
their choice of sport. It is aimed at
creating an opportunity for girls to
enhance their overall performance
through small, intimate sessions.
This program will no doubt prove to
be invaluable to those that attend
on a regular basis. Our first session
consisted of testing and skill-based
activities, a base from which we will
progress from in the weeks to come.
Our second high-performance session will take place this weekend.

ENDORPHINS
The happy fitness
drug you can never
have too much of.

Home workout sessions have proved
to be very popular with the Grade 8s
and 9s, as they have been routinely
participating in these three times a
week. Some girls have commented
on the improvements in their overall
performance and the progress they
have made in their physical wellbeing. We commend the girls for
their dedication and determination
throughout the term.

Along with the range of structured
physical activity sessions during the
week, Saturday afternoons are for
unstructured social sport. The Grade
11s tried their hand at golf and
participated in a friendly chipping
competition. The Grade 10s had the
opportunity to play tennis, Grade 9s
dressed up for boules on the grass
field whilst the Grade 8s had a mini
foosball competition. The girls thoroughly enjoyed getting some fresh
air, time with friends and trying
something new. We look forward to
another fun filled sporting weekend
on what is forecast to be a fantastic
day out!

Test 1
1200m Shuttle Test
This is an aerobic fitness test, involving running to-and-from a start
line to 20, 40 and 60-m marks, 5
times without a break. The score
from this test can be used to calculate maximal aerobic speed. Suitable for athletes involved in many
multi-sprint sports.

Our Grade 11s and 12s have continued to participate in the live lifestyle
sport sessions on offer, while the
Zoom sessions continue for Pilates
and Yoga. We encourage girls to
keep attending these sessions, grab
a friend and get moving - stimulate
the body and relax the mind.

Sandra Marques
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THE HIGH PERFORMANCE
PROGRAMME -what is it?
It is an initiative that we have started to develop athletic motor skill
competencies – we plan on running
these sessions until the end of the
year.
Here is an example of the tests conducted last weekend:

Test 2
Agility T-Test
This is a running test for agility – it
involves forward, lateral, and backward movements, which are appropriate to a wide range of sports.
Test3
Ball skills & hand-eye coordination
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Getting our kicks!
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STEPPING INTO WELLNESS
A healthy body feeds a healthy mind and vice versa. It is important to nurture both. Especially in times of emotional uncertainty, we need to keep
our bodies well and healthy. It is also important to identify, build on and
nurture the things in life that make us happy and never take for granted
the small ‘givens’ around us – sunshine, fresh air, the ability to move our
bodies. In these unprecedented times, our strength is in our ability to accommodate, adapt to, and embrace change. It has been a pleasure seeing
so many girls embracing their space and taking time outdoors to move and
exercise for the sake of it, rather than for a place in a team or recognition
of some sort. From dancing in the sunshine, to running and walking around
our beautiful surrounds – this is what ‘wellness’ is all about!
Lindsay Davy
Head of Lifestyle Sports (Top left corner)
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Art and Soul

Meet the formidable and passionate team responsible for
building and developing our incredible Art Department,
Gabrielle Richards and Juli-Anne Norton.
Tell us about your background in art?
G: I come from a very ‘art orientated’
family. Both my parents are academics
within the art world, in fact, they met
at Rhodes University in the 70s. This
is partially why I decided to relocate
from Port Elizabeth to Grahamstown.
I studied several different mediums
as part of my qualifications from Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. Ranging from stained glass, fused
glass, printmaking, ceramics, painting
and drawing. My work is predominately inspired by my love for people
and their personal narratives. I am
passionate about South Africa and the
lesser- known, untold stories of our
beautiful and rich country’s past and
present.
J-A: From age 5 I knew I wanted to
study art. Some of my earliest memories are of me drawing and painting for
fun, and this passion never stopped.
I sadly was not privileged to attend a
school that offered visual art as a subject, and I think it is for this reason,
amongst many others, that I ended
up in high school art education. After
school I completed my Fine Art Degree
at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. I studied several different mediums as part of my qualification from
NMU, namely, stained glass, painting,
drawing, sculpture and a little ceramic
and print making. After this, I taught
art for a year and then studied full time

Juli - Anne Norton and Gabrielle Richards

Above: Juli-Anne Norton

at Rhodes University and obtained my
Post Graduate Certificate in Education with majors in the FET subjects,
visual arts and design. My own work
is predominately inspired by my love
for South Arica and its diverse people
and places. My work is often colourful
and could be described as kitsch, but I
view my use of colour as a nostalgic reminder and celebration of the people,
landscapes and abandoned buildings
that encompass our environment in a
multicultural society. My favourite mediums are painting, drawing and mixed
media.
What inspires your ideas?
G: I was fortunate to grow up around
my two grandmothers who had both
seen it as their duty to collect, understand and re-tell their family history. I
was always fascinated by their stories
and so I would like to think that whatever I am creating at the time, even if
it is just trying to capture the beauty of
an Eastern Cape flower, pays tribute to
the strong female-narrative that runs
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on both sides of my family.
In addition to this, I have studied
the etymology and development of
Medieval iconography and symbolism
extensively. I love history and learning about different cultures and their
mythologies, and thus this influence
is often embodied and recognisable
in my work. The concept of spirituality is different for everyone, but as
an artist I have noticed that there are
visual tools one can borrow from our
past, which can be used to engender a sense of spirituality amongst a
diverse audience. This idea fascinates
me - I enjoy experimenting with these
‘visual tools’ as much as possible.
J-A: I am fascinated by the mundane small things which hold so
much beauty. I am very inspired by
memory, time and place. Desolate
spaces, landscapes and homes have
always intrigued me. I believe these
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always intrigued me. I believe these
spaces have hidden memories and, in
a sense, have a spiritual nostalgic presence of all the people that have occupied the given time and place. For example, I often wonder what the family
was like who lived in the old rundown
farmhouse. I love open farm landscapes which suggest the presence of
people that are now long gone. A broken windmill, and an old fallen farm
fence, everything has a story to tell.
Tell us what visual art entails?
G: In Grade 8, 9 and part of Grade 10,
tasks are geared towards developing
drawing skills and using a range of different mediums. From July in Grade 10
onwards, pupils can explore and specialise in any medium of their choice.
For example, we have a lot of pupils
who end up creating videos, animation
and even performance art. Visual Arts
does not have to be centred around
the development of ‘traditional’ twodimensional media.

Above: Gabrielle Richards

#Lockdown| Day 118
Doing art practicals online during
school shutdown, must have been incredibly difficult and quite an adjustment, how did you manage?
G: Access to materials was probably
our biggest challenge. As a result, we
started looking at some ‘alternative’
projects. The Grade 10 teabag illustrations emerged from this, as well as
the Grade 9 coffee drawings. However,
this said, Mrs Norton and I are usually
quite experimental when it comes to
art-making media. Art materials and
equipment tend to be so expensive
and we both believe this to be unnecessary. You only need to look at a great
artist like Dumile Feni, for example, to
know that if you are inspired enough
you can make art from very limited resources.
What makes you and Juli-Anne a good
team?
G: I first met Juli-Anne on the ‘stoep’
outside Port Elizabeth Technikon’s Faculty of Fine Arts when I was 17 and she

Left: Juli-Anne Norton
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was 19. She was wearing a paint covered overall and she had long dark
hair hanging down her back. She was
loud and outspoken with an infectious
laugh and I knew then that she and I
would be life-long friends. We have
worked together for many years. We
built the Woodridge Art Department
before I came across to St Andrews
College in 2014. Two years later, JuliAnne followed me to Grahamstown,
and we have been teaching together
ever since. Juli-Anne is practical and
organised, and she has a great aptitude for teaching drawing and painting. I live with my head in the clouds,
and Juli-Anne grounds me. Our mutual
respect and friendship, have been our
winning formula.
J-A: I first met Gabrielle outside the
NMU Faculty of Fine Arts. I remember noticing her confidence in the way
she spoke about art and as a first year,
which set her apart from every one
else. Right away she impressed me she was unapologetically herself and
humourous. We have been friends for
21 years now. We studied fine art together and have worked together for
many years.
We share many common values which
include a mutual understanding of
work ethic and responsibility to the
pupils we teach. Our understanding
and respect for each other is such that
we may not always agree, but the fact
that we can disagree in healthy debate
and discussion is one of our strengths,
which I treasure the most. Laughter
has also kept us going over our years
working together. We often reflect on
hanging exhibitions for school kids untill the wee hours of the morning on
many a night, making it through with
hysterical and exhausted laughter.
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ARTISTS

Term 2 Art Gallery

L-R:
Jamie Marx (Grd 8)
Cornelia Rocher (Grd 9)
Natalie Morris (Grd 9)
Chloe Montague (Grd 9)
Lucy Jewell (Grd 8)
Soila Dyakala (Grd 10)
Isabelle Phillips (Grd 10)
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L-R:
Jamie Campbell (Grd 10)
Annabelle Reunert (Grd 11)
Holly Keel (Grd 11)
Holly Keel (Grd 11)
Mikayla Eksteen (Grd 12)
Jemma Quin (Grd 12)
Kajal Ranchhod (Grd 12)
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Fallen Giants
Do eyes stare at the fallen soldiers of the world
At the town squares bereft of lingering life
At the statues built for gods that never came to rescue us
At skyscrapers watching over their creators with dead empty eyes
Do the clapping hands in dedication to the sacrifices
Fill the silence eating at the left behind
Do the static calls and glass meetings fill the gap
Or are the people as empty as the buildings
As lonely as the cracking sidewalk
Someone is watching, looking at the emptiness
Waiting to creep back to its grimy home
And take back what we stole
Finally brave enough to stand up to an overpowering humanity
Because while we mourn our lost society
There’s a breath of life pushing through the tar we confined it in
A shadow howling under the yellowing street light
A swirl of waves clicking in the clear water
They don’t need us in their wildly beautiful world
Won’t breath our polluted air and graffitied smiles
Don’t climb the steps of lies in our concrete giants
So when we left, they came back
As we smoked the sky with our dirty fingertips
Leaning on the earth as we built our oily lives
We took something, something the world wants back
Something that they’ll rip from our choking breaths
Do you think it was them?
That decided to wipe us off their earth
With their virus dipped fingers
That now clutch our community
Or do they miss us?
Miss our loud voices that drown out the birdsong
Miss our stubborn feet as they step where they shouldn’t
Do they wait for us, to walk over their earth again

by Tyler Wratten (Grd 9)
EN AVANT

Top down: Lilliza Bijleveld (Grd 12),
Tyler Wratten (Grd 9) and
Keira McNamara (Grd 9)
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Creative Writing...

just what the Doctor ordered
The Grade 8s were asked to write a blog post as part of an English assignment. It was not just a creative writing
exercise, but an opportunity to encourage writing as a means of reflection and, in most cases, healing. The brief
was for pupils to write about their experience of life during the coronavirus. They could include highlights, lowlights, personal achievements, plans for the rest of the year, feelings about online learning, living at home and the
limitations in movement/travel. The girls had a lot of fun with this project and got very creative. Please find two
submissions below:

JJDD
JAMIE’S JOURNEYS DURING DISASTER
Hello everyone and welcome to JJDD! I hope you’re all buckled in and ready to journey with me because it’s going to be a bumpy
ride! Have fun reading and don’t forget to wash your hands!

Coronacation, the best vacation right ?

COVID-19. Coronavirus. Destroyer of fun. Whatever you want to call it, I think we can all agree that the coronavirus is
not how we were planning on 2020 being. “2020 is gonna be my year”, “2020 is the year for fun and exploring” “2020
is gonna be full of surprises”. Well, we weren’t wrong. 2020 is full of surprises, just not the ones we were hoping for,
and 2020 is a year of exploring, but little did we know that we would be exploring the inside of our fridges… and the
greatest trek of all would be the one that leads from your bedroom to the kitchen. My take on corona? Well, I certainly
have done a lot of exploring… but I would like to think that corona is a way of bringing everyone together. I know that
seems crazy, seeing as we aren’t allowed out of our houses, but think about it, the Coronavirus has made us all realise
how much each and everyone means to us even more than we originally thought. It has definitely brought my family closer, as the only thing closest to fun is wrestling your sibling. Corona isn’t the best holiday out there, but I like to
think on the positive side to every bad situation. COVID- 19 has been tough on all of us, I missed out on a lot of my first
year of high school, but when I thought about it, the matrics have missed out on their last year, and that is especially
tough. So, I like to think that I’ve got it easy, there’s always next year for me, but for the matics, there is no next year.
Always try to look on the positive side of bad situations, and that can get you through them.
A little positivity towards yourself and others, can go a long way.
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MANDELA DAY

To view more of Nicci’s art, please click here

In the true spirit that encapsulates Mandela Day, our
family of schools came together to spread some Madiba
magic to 110 vulnerable local families. The St Andrew’s
College Senior boys did the packing, the St Andrew’s
Prep boys collected dessert to add as a treat to the
food parcels, DSG Senior gave each child a puzzle and a
personalized card, DSG Junior gave beanies and blankets
and many of you gave generously to make this all possible!
It was a day full of beautiful colours, encouraging words,
smiling eyes, happy dances and hearts bursting with joy!
We are incredibly grateful to all of those who have not
only given these families hope, but have helped create
happy memories in such dire circumstances.
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What next?

Our weekly food parcels have come to an end. Thanks to your generosity, we managed to deliver 300K worth of food to those in need. We
are incredibly grateful for all those who have taken the time to shop,
pack and deliver these goods and those who have given out of pocket
during this challenging time to sponsor this initiative. Owing to the
re-opening of the economy and schools, we are taking a step back. We
would however love to continue some level of support – we will now
deliver a food parcel to each family monthly, instead of weekly.
Should you wish to continue to support Makhanda’s less fortunate or
get involved in one way or another, please see the details on the right
or contact Lara Kruiskamp on: L.kruiskamp@dsgschool.com

For as little as R150 - you can make a
BIG dif ference!
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#TRANSFORMATIONTUESDAYS

Journeying together through our community agreement
In our second episode of #TransformationTuesdays, we explore the next value on our Community Agreement: Listening. Active listening is a crucial part of understanding each other and acknowledging one another’s lived experiences. This week we hear from Nontando Mlilo, HOD of French, who shares her own experiences of not being listened to and how it made her feel, as well as the incredible impact practicing active listening has made on her life.
To view episode two, please click on the link.

Nontando Mlilo (French Head of Department)

Keep reading - Keep learning
Let’s continue celebrating Nelson Mandela International Day which took place on the
18 July, Mandela's birthday. This day was officially declared Mandela day by the United
Nations in November 2009, with the first UN Mandela Day held 2010.
To honour Nelson Mandela, let us continue reading and learning, going to “new places”
and understand the world.
New to Sora-African languages: check these reads and many more for your holiday.

“

Be a life
long
student,
read as
many
books as
possible.
Nelson Mandela
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Small Actions ma ke a Big Difference
UPDATE ON THE DSG FAMILY COVID REFLIEF FUND

You may have read about The DSG Family Covid Relief Fund in various emails from the school, on the covering email to
your school fee account or from a letter or whatsapp from a parent in your daughter’s grade.
The measures taken to limit the spread of the Coronavirus has resulted in the financial situations of many DSG families
being significantly compromised, setting in motion a far-reaching knock-on effect. In these unprecedented times, where
no one has escaped the effects of this global pandemic, we have been deeply touched by the wonderful sense of compassion and kindness many members of our community have expressed towards fellow parents, and their daughter’s peers.
We have had an overwhelming interest shown by DSG parents to help those who have been hardest hit. The DSG Family
Covid-19 Relief Fund was set up in May in response to the request from parents as the vehicle to facilitate this assistance.
The fund is grade specific. We are extremely grateful to the group of parents, representing the different grades in the
school, for encouraging fellow parents to support the fund.
The response received to date has been hugely positive. Thank you to all those individuals who have to date so generously given to the fund. This is a project that speaks to the incredible community spirit that has been the heart of DSG for
nearly 150 years.
If you would like to find out more about the initiative, please kindly make contact with your grade representative (click on
the relevant person below). Alternatively, you are welcome to make use of the donate button at the bottom of the page.

Grade 10:

DSG Junior School:

Ian Ferguson
ianf@nedgroupinvestments.co.za
and
Andrew Barrow
drandy@global.co.za

Sue Sievwright
suzanne.therapist@gmail.com

Grade 8:

Kagiso Mokgatle
drmokgatle@gmail.com

Grade 9:

Grade 11:

Don Rogan
DonaldRo@nedbankprivatewealth.co.za
and
Murray Stewart
mugs.stewart@gmail.com

Grant Hilary
grant@34.co.za

Grade 12

Caroline De Pelet Abraham
carolinedpa@yebo.co.za

Make a donation
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2020 AMENDED TERM DATES FOR THE REST OF 2020
(AS AT 1 JULY 2020)
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 2 (Trinity):
Tuesday 4 August
Wednesday 5 August
Thursday 6 August

Tuesday 5 May – Tuesday 4 August 2020
(changed from Tuesday 5 May – Thursday 6 August 2020)
Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Staff admin day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Monday 31 August – Thursday 26 November 2020
(changed from Tuesday 1 September - Wednesday 2 December 2020)
Friday 28 August
Sunday 30 August
Monday 31 August

Staff return for meetings
Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin (Matric Preliminary Exams begin)

Balloon Weekend
2 – 6 October 2020
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (10h30) on Tuesday 6 October to 18h00 on Monday
12 October 2020
NOTE: The nature and dates of the Balloon Weekend and the Half Term are subject to
change.
Thursday 26 November
Final Assembly at 17h00 for Grade 8 – 11
Friday 27 November
Travel Day
NOTE: The dates of the Matric Final IEB examinations have not yet been confirmed.
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