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Dear DSG Parents, Girls, Staff and Friends

O
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ver the past couple of months, as we continued to
wrestle with the huge challenges of the hour, with
many small foxes threatening to ruin the vineyard, I have
been engaging with countless individuals and groups –
all of whom with a vested interest in the future success
and wellbeing of DSG. We have engaged in frank and
deliberate discussions on transformation; disciplinary
matters; financial challenges; health issues; emotional
and mental wellness; workload; projections and
planning for next year and strategy for the future. In all
of these discussions, forums, think tanks, meetings and
work groups, two concepts were consistently apparent
to me - there is no growth in the comfort zone and trust

is the fertiliser of growth.

A

lbert Einstein shared the following wisdom: ‘Out of
clutter, find simplicity. From discord, find harmony.
In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.’ Although this
statement suggests that there is hope in challenging
circumstances, it is important not to miss the verb in
this quote – ‘find’. Action is required. The simplicity,
harmony and opportunity must be found. It is hidden
in the clutter, which means that it is not apparent and
will need a great amount of searching before being
found. This search will be demanding, uncomfortable
and even terrifying at times but, there is no shortcut to
the destination.
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P

erhaps the reason why some individuals and
organisations never get out of the starting block
to resolve big issues, is that the path to a resolution
is too taxing and risky. Even when we know that the
outcome will be rewarding, the journey in between
can seem too unbearable and the attempt is called
off. So, when a proper crisis, such as the coronavirus
pandemic, hurls us knee-deep into the clutter, we
should not let the opportunity go to waste! The
necessity to work through a time of crisis, should be
seen as more than a survival exercise – it should be
regarded as a growth opportunity.

T

his brings me to my second observation. Under the
huge pressure and often chaotic circumstances,
those who are forced to work together are often not
sharing the same views, differ in their opinions on the
solutions and even hold each other accountable for
the mess they are in. Under such circumstances, it
becomes near impossible to distill the essence and
find simplicity unless there is trust as Mr Einstein
suggested.

E

ven in a crisis, a little trust can go a long way.
It enables those who are searching for the
opportunity in the adversity to take risks amid the
vulnerability of potential failure, to give each other
the benefit of the doubt and to deal with conflict.

Out of clutter, find
simplicity. From
discord, find harmony.
In the middle
of difficulty lies
opportunity.’

2. Are you believable?
3. Are you reliable?
4. Do you care?
So, according to Blanchard, it boils down to
competence, integrity, consistency and relationship.

I

n the midst of the 2020 storm, I am immensely
encouraged by colleagues, pupils, parents, old girls,
Council members and friends, who make up the DSG
community of trust. I believe, without a shadow
of a doubt, that this diverse community can get
through the crisis, find the simplicity in the clutter,
draw harmony from the discord and seize the
opportunity in the current difficulty, as we journey
our way to the DSG of tomorrow.
En Avant
Jannie de Villiers
DSG Head of School

"You know great
things are
coming when
everything seems to be
going wrong. Old
energy is clearing out
for new energy to
enter. Be patient!"”

Albert Einstein

W

e are all familiar with the expression, ‘Trust
is earned’. However, have you ever taken the
time to consider exactly how trust is earned? Think
about it: What are the deciding factors that make you
put your trust in another person? In search of this
answer, I came across the insight of Ken Blanchard.
He argues that trust depends on the answers to four
key questions and that we will not give or earn real
trust unless all four answers are ‘yes’:
1. Are you capable?
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Reflections from Rev
I do not usually carry cash on me for various reasons, but
last week I did as I needed to pay someone. As I walked
towards the ATM, I had a strong feeling to withdraw more
than what I needed. Reluctantly, I took out an extra R100
without knowing why I was doing so. I then proceeded to
Pick ‘n Pay to buy a few items and while queuing to pay, I
discovered that the lady in front of me was putting aside
several food items from her basket. You could tell she was
battling to decide on which items to take, and which ones
to leave. I then felt a strong urge to help. I asked her to
take the items that she had put aside and told her that
they would be charged to me. I was shocked to see that
they came to a total of R96.49! I then knew why I had
withdrawn that extra R100. I quietly broke into worship.
I was reminded of how a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night, guided and protected the Israelites
as they travelled across the desert. Whenever the cloud
stopped, they would camp there until it lifted. They never
knew for how long they would have to wait, for two days,
a month or even a year! They had to obey and if they
failed to do so, they would have no protection and provision and would die in the wilderness. They had to keep
their eyes on the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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And now on another topic, it has been beautiful
conducting services in the Chapel lately with some
girls in attendance. Following the Covid-19 Church
protocol of not exceeding 50 people at a time, we
get to have a grade attend Chapel while the rest remain online. The girls have found that coming back
to that space to worship together, has a unique
fulfilment that an online platform cannot give. We
thank God for all the different ways he reveals himself to us.
And so, we continue to pray for each other, keep
safe and remain in Christ.
May you be richly blessed!
Rev Rachel

As a priest I have found that obedience to the Holy Spirit
is vital in my walk. He is always talking to us, the trick is to
learn to hear his voice. John reminds us that:
“As for you (Christians), the anointing you received from
him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach
you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and
as that anointing is real, not counterfeit – just as it has
taught you, remain in him” 1 John 2:27.
The intuition is given to us by the Holy One. So, in whatever we do, say, or even think, we need to hold back a bit
and pay attention to the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and be
guided by him.
Clockwise from Rev Rachel:
Emma Mulchay, Tlanyi Bomela, Zanda Nkosiyane,
Oyama Mzayidume, Lucy Ter Morshuizen, Sarah Charles,
Mikayla Eksteen and Jemma Quin.

I thank God for this year’s team of Sacristans.
They have been hard at work in these ‘strange
times’, always willing to help and offering practical advice to suit the situation. They have made
my work a lot easier and I am truly privileged to
have them on my side.
Meanwhile, (left) the Grade 11 Sacristans held a
Zoom meeting, to plan for the forthcoming Sacristans’ Service.
From L-R: Amy Fowlds, Jane Dixie, Indipile Ndamase,
Middle row: Lauren van Coller, Megan Willemse, Enya Kemp,
Bottom row: Wama Polo, Angela Volschenk, Delphina Tembo
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“ 'Ring the bells that still can ring,
forget your perfect offering,
there is a crack in everything,
that is how the light gets in.'”
Leonard Cohen - Anthem
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The Lockdown Diaries...
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Longest minute ever...

All planked out!
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BUBBLES OF FUN! Weekends on campus

Grade 11s
walk to the
Monument

Grade 10s
chilling,
chatting &
championships!

Grade 12
braai
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“True friends are never apart.
Maybe in distance,
but never in heart.”
Anonymous
We are delighted to have a great number of girls back on campus but, we are of course missing all those that unfortunately cannot be with us, for one reason or another. We checked in with our girls to find out what they were up
to, and I am happy to report they are doing just fine! We also got to see the incredible offerings of our beautiful
continent.
Casey Deetlefs enjoying the sea
in Tanzania

Savannah Coventry playing polo cross in Zambia

Joey Taylor completed her 5 day
kite instructor’s course in Kenya
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Danique Bouman in Kenya

Lucy McAdam baking with her cousins

Leigh Saywood and her family at
Liwonde National Park in Malawi

Lucy McAdam on her farm in Colsburg
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MAJOR DUO F rom Ma k h a nda to Ko fifi

DSG Duo performs on the virtual National Arts Festival Fringe

I am wary of using the word talent. It
makes success sound easy. It is so much
more important to acknowledge what
follows – the effort, hard work and investment of many. As a string teacher
at DSG and St Andrew’s College, it is a
privilege to work with two particularly
talented girls, Asive Ngcebetsha and
Yolisa Ngcola. Hailing from Makhanda,
Asive and Yolisa were awarded DSG
music scholarships in 2017 and 2018
respectively. I had heard both girls
perform in the SAC/DSG Youth Music
Festival in 2016 and was astounded
by their musical potential. Building
on their solid Suzuki Violin foundation
skills, we worked very hard, initially
on literacy. Months of technique and
skills strengthening followed as they
expanded their repertoire. The string
programme at The Music School of
SAC/DSG has developed enormously
over the past seven years. Participation in ensembles, concerts and festivals is organised, structure for practical graded examinations is provided,
musical activity is constantly encouraged for all the many instruments,
ensembles and events on the go. In
an extraordinarily short space of two
and a half years, Asive and Yolisa completed their violin music grades IV to
VIII, all with distinction, despite having
had no previous experience of formal
or external examinations. The girls
quickly rose to the top of the ranks
of the SAC/DSG String Orchestra and
the SAC/DSG Quartet. Ensemble experience is extremely educational for
young musicians - not only do they enjoy it socially, but the benefits of great
listening, teamwork and patience are
amazing to witness.
Getting back to the success story, I’d
like to paint a quick picture of what
happened last week. Yolisa is based
in the matric boarding house bubble,
Asive is online schooling from home.
Both girls had just submitted their
Trinity Grade VIII (final) violin practical examination performance videos. I
received a call from the National Arts
Festival offering an opportunity for the
girls to record a show for the extended

Above: Yolisa Ngcola and Asive Nbcebetsha
recording their performance on the Guy Butler
Theatre Stage at Rhodes University

virtual festival, pretty much immediately! Having barely drawn breath after weeks of intensive exam practice,
Asive and Yolisa jumped at this exciting
opportunity. They quickly put together
a show of their favourite Kwela tunes,
which they arranged themselves by
ear, for violin and viola. Although lockdown and violin commitments have
kept them from any recent duo activities, their group Major Duo has existed
since 2018. The courage of these two
fabulous young musicians to represent
both Makhanda and DSG at such short
notice, is quite remarkable. Against
all odds, with only a couple of days to
prepare and rehearse, Major Duo took
to the Guy Butler Theatre stage last
Wednesday afternoon, taking complete ownership of their musical offering in a concise production, “From
Makhanda to Kofifi.” Not only was this
a chance to put themselves out there
for potential online fame, but also an
incredible opportunity to experience
the workings of show business.
DSG is extremely proud of Asive Nbcebetsha and Yolisa Ngcola!

EN AVANT

Please follow the link below to enjoy Major Duo’s uplifting music performance at the virtual National Arts
Festival 2020. At only R25 per device,
your support of these young talented
artists is appreciated.
Click here to watch Major Duo perform
Ms Lizzie Rennie
Head of Strings: Diocesan School for
Girls and St Andrew’s College School
of Music
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Congratulations girls!

Three our of girls wrote the English Olympiad in the first term, these
were their results: Megan Searle - Silver, Oyama Mazayidame - Silver and Sage Thomassen-Homes - Bronze.
Congratulations girls, we are very proud of you!

2 silvers and
a bronze in
the english
olympiad

OUTstanding
achievement in music
We received top results for three digital upload Trinity College London music exams performed recently!
All three girls achieved distinctions, phenomenal for
such advanced grades!
Yolisa Ngcola Grade 8 Violin - 91 % - Distinction
Asive Ngcebetsha Grade 8 Violin 89% - Distinction
Cornelia Rocher Grade 7 Viola - 92% - Distinction

Creative
learning
Lisa-Mari Coetzee recently entered the ATKV-Idiome competition for Grades 10-12. Lisa-Mari’s
creative interpretation of the Afrikaan’s idiom “lets uit jou duim
suig” won her 1st place!
Big congratulations to Lisa-Mari
on her wonderful achievement.

EN AVANT
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Giving warmth
this winter!
Many of our girls have spent hours upon
hours knitting for a great cause.
They have produced beautiful blankets,
beanies and scarves to keep our vulnerable
communities warm this winter. Thank you
to all of you that have been busy at work
and continue to spread love and warmth
through these challenging times.

Georigia Stewart (Grd 9) knitted these gorgeous scarvese ss

Kayla Van Staden (Grd 12) has been very busy
knitting!

Sienna Evans (Grd 12) knittedsquares for a banket during
lockdown

Sarah Brotherton (Grd 10) knitting wherever she goes below bottom left, the scarves she donated

Estelle Minas (Grd 9) with her hand crocheted scarf and cards she made
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No plans for Mandela day?
There is still time to get on board and
contribute to this wonderful initiative!
We are looking for funds to sponsor
these educational puzzles and colouring books to vulnerable children.

Make a dif ference today!
See below for all the details you need to make a donation.

To view more of Nicci’s art, please click here

EN AVANT
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A very big THANK YOU to all those who
generously donated and gave their time
to support Makhanda’s most vulnerable
communities during the lockdown period.
Over R250 000 worth of essential food
items have been donated to this wonderful
cause. Every week, a team of dedicated volunteers has lovingly bought, sorted, packed
and distributed these goods. Thank you for
your contribution in whichever way you gave,
you have made a tremendous impact!

You inspired hope and joy in an
incredibly challenging time!
EN AVANT
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#TRANSFORMATIONTUESDAYS

Journeying together through our community agreement
Cindy Fumbata, DSG’s Digital Manager and Deputy House Mistress of Knowling, is driving a wonderful initiative Transformation Tuesdays. As part of our commitment to the journey of Transformation and Diversity, we take a
closer look at our Community Agreement which invites our DSG community at large, to commit to reflection and
kindness when having difficult conversations. Each week, we will focus on a different aspect of the Community
Agreement. The segment that launched #TransformationTuesday, was the importance of being present and aware of
our own actions and beliefs in relation to others. We were delighted to have our Headgirl, Oyama Mzayidume and
Deputy Headgirl, Charlotte Abraham present the first instalment. To view the video, please click here

Oyama Mzayidume and Charlotte Abraham

Photo by Tarryn Whitfield (grd 11)

EN AVANT

DSG Newsletter

#Lockdown| Day 111

17 July 2020

Small Actions ma ke a Big Difference
UPDATE ON THE DSG FAMILY COVID REFLIEF FUND

You may have read about The DSG Family Covid Relief Fund in various emails from the school, on the covering email to
your school fee account or from a letter or whatsapp from a parent in your daughter’s grade.
The measures taken to limit the spread of the Coronavirus has resulted in the financial situations of many DSG families
being significantly compromised, setting in motion a far-reaching knock-on effect. In these unprecedented times, where
no one has escaped the effects of this global pandemic, we have been deeply touched by the wonderful sense of compassion and kindness many members of our community have expressed towards fellow parents, and their daughter’s peers.
We have had an overwhelming interest shown by DSG parents to help those who have been hardest hit. The DSG Family
Covid-19 Relief Fund was set up in May in response to the request from parents as the vehicle to facilitate this assistance.
The fund is grade specific. We are extremely grateful to the group of parents, representing the different grades in the
school, for encouraging fellow parents to support the fund.
The response received to date has been hugely positive. Thank you to all those individuals who have to date so generously given to the fund. This is a project that speaks to the incredible community spirit that has been the heart of DSG for
nearly 150 years.
If you would like to find out more about the initiative, please kindly make contact with your grade representative (click on
the relevant person below). Alternatively, you are welcome to make use of the donate button at the bottom of the page.

Grade 10:

DSG Junior School:

Ian Ferguson
ianf@nedgroupinvestments.co.za
and
Andrew Barrow
drandy@global.co.za

Sue Sievwright
suzanne.therapist@gmail.com

Grade 8:

Kagiso Mokgatle
drmokgatle@gmail.com

Grade 9:

Grade 11:

Don Rogan
DonaldRo@nedbankprivatewealth.co.za
and
Murray Stewart
mugs.stewart@gmail.com

Grant Hilary
grant@34.co.za

Grade 12

Caroline De Pelet Abraham
carolinedpa@yebo.co.za

Make a donation
EN AVANT
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2020 AMENDED TERM DATES FOR THE REST OF 2020
(AS AT 1 JULY 2020)
The Diocesan School for Girls, St Andrew’s College and Prep
Term 2 (Trinity):
Tuesday 4 August
Wednesday 5 August
Thursday 6 August

Tuesday 5 May – Tuesday 4 August 2020
(changed from Tuesday 5 May – Thursday 6 August 2020)
Final Assembly at 17h00 (Compulsory Attendance)
Travel Day
Staff admin day

Term 3 (Michaelmas): Monday 31 August – Thursday 26 November 2020
(changed from Tuesday 1 September - Wednesday 2 December 2020)
Friday 28 August
Sunday 30 August
Monday 31 August

Staff return for meetings
Boarders return by 18h00
Classes begin (Matric Preliminary Exams begin)

Balloon Weekend
2 – 6 October 2020
Half Term: After Athletics Prize Giving (10h30) on Tuesday 6 October to 18h00 on Monday
12 October 2020
NOTE: The nature and dates of the Balloon Weekend and the Half Term are subject to
change.
Thursday 26 November
Final Assembly at 17h00 for Grade 8 – 11
Friday 27 November
Travel Day
NOTE: The dates of the Matric Final IEB examinations have not yet been confirmed.
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